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Preface 


Larsen Legacy Volume 9: “The End Of An Era” is a compilation of family letters (2007 to 2008) that 
chronicles the final years of our involvement in the local public schools. From Stephani’s enrollment in 
first grade in 1973 to SaraKay’s graduation in 2008, there had been 35 years of continuous attendance in 
the Snake River School District. Now that era was drawing to a close. And although Daddy and | had been 
happily involved in our children’s educational and extracurricular activities, SaraKay’s graduation signaled 
a new direction and focus for our lives. And while SaraKay was closing out her high school years, the rest 
of our children, scattered across the nation, were involved with jobs, Church, and family. 


In 2007 and 2008 Stephani returns to the classroom, this time as a teacher the same year Kate 
graduates high school. Shauntel and Randy move from Smithfield, Utah to Bentonville, Arkansas and back 
again in search of a suitable position for Randy. The addition of Drake and little Kinzie to their family 
brings with it an abundance of “joy and rejoicing.” Steve and Bonnie are kept busy as they support their 
children in their academic as well as musical development. David and Andrea add a contented Nathan 
Cottom to their family circle as well as a new puppy. Becky and John’s families return from Asia. Becky 
and kids spend a summer in their newly renovated cabin near Heber, Utah prior to relocating to Gilbert, 
Arizona. John and Laurel are in Canton, Michigan and enjoy living in the United States for a season. Mike 
and Marci settle into their Burley, Idaho home, adding sweet Ellie to their growing family and a calling as 
bishop for Mike. Paul and Jenny move to Midland, Michigan and a job with Dow Chemical following Paul’s 
graduation with his PhD. Little Daniel Paul Larsen arrives and adds an added measure of joy to an already 
bustling household. Tim continues his hunt for “the one” at the same time loving his new job with Scentsy 
in Boise and becoming an active part of the single’s scene. SaraKay graduates high school with a lot of 
awards and hoopla and waits patiently while she works at Kesler’s until her January enrollment at BYU-I. 


Dedication 


To each member of our family who were living life, immersed in the routines and duties of each day, not 
realizing that their time with their Dad would soon come to an abrupt end, forever altering the landscape of 
our extended earthly family. 
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2007 


January 3, 2007 


[Mom] Happy New Year! When the alarm went off 
this morning, | gave a groan but now that I'm up 
and moving | guess I'm ready to face another 
year. We spent yesterday watching football and 
just relaxing. | worked for a while on some of 
SaraKay's costumes and finished up the quilt | 
have been making for Daddy. The highlight of the 
day was watching the Boise/OK game. It was one 
of the most amazing games | have ever seen and 
my adrenaline was pumping so fast that | couldn't 
get to sleep for a while after it was over. To make 
a long game short, Boise won in an overtime by 
one point. What an upset for the Sooners! | don't 
normally cheer for the Broncos but that game will 
go down in history as a classic! Hopefully Tim 

and Dave saw some of the action. I'm sure the 
Boise area is going to be celebrating for days to 
come! 


Today Shauntel and Camille leave for Korea to get 
Drake. Both have passports and have had the 
time to get things ready for their trip. | would like 
to be the proverbial "mouse in her pocket" when 
Shauntel meets Drake and gets acquainted. I'm 
sure it will be very special for the Seely's to share 
in the experience, and very helpful for Shaunnie to 
have Chet and Becky as a resource while she is 
there. They will not only help her to 

navigate during the adoption process, but will be 
her personal tour guides when she does some 
sightseeing in Seoul. 


On Thursday we traveled to Burley to spend some 
time with Mike and Marci. Their house was 
decorated so cute for the holidays and Marci 
served us a luscious meal of homemade 

lasagna. Mike was all excited about a church 
ballgame he was playing that night. It was fun to 
see them all moved in since the last time we were 
there was the day their furnishings arrived and 
they were living out of boxes. Mike seems to 
enjoy his work and they both are enjoying their 
neighborhood and ward. 


Friday morning, we added a new addition to 

our family--a black piano. We have been wanting 
to make a change for a long time since our other 
piano is so old and much of the workings of it are 
worn. Daddy kept pushing to get me to do it since 
| always drag my feet when it comes to big 
purchases, but finally we found time to take 
SaraKay shopping and let her try out several 


different styles since Linnea said that much of the 
decision about which piano to buy is simply a 
matter of personal preference. It isa Yamaha and 
sits in front of the bookshelf in the living room. 
We called the Russell’s and offered to move the 
organ to another household, but Carmonie said 
that they had added a large shop in the back of 
their property and now had room for her organ in 
the house, so they would be pleased to get it 
back. We are going to loan the old piano to Mike 
and Marci until they buy their own so we feel good 
about keeping it in the family. It has been so 
amazing to hear the difference the better piano 
makes in SaraKay's practicing. 


Tim returned to Boise yesterday and will be 
starting his new job this morning. This afternoon 
he is scheduled for Lasik surgery on his eyes. He 
had a busy holiday getting acquainted with Emily's 
side of the family and attending the many family 
events that were held throughout the holidays. If 
he had his way, he would get married 
immediately, but Emily isn't ready yet. He is trying 
to be patient and let her decide what would work 
best for her. These next few months are going to 
be very involved for Tim starting his new job and 
facing tax season so I'm sure we won't see much 
of him until after April 15th. 


Today is the first day of practices for the entire 
cast for the school musical. | am meeting with 
Laurie Grayson, the director, this afternoon and 
will show her the costumes that | have made. If 
she doesn't think they will work, | know that she 
will order some online so | think that most of my 
job is about over. One of my projects was to 
shorten the white formal that Shauntel used for Jr. 
Miss. It has about 10 yards of fabric in it and 
shortening it was a major undertaking! Thankfully, 
it looks really good and | think it is going to work 
for the final scene. Daddy spent part of one day 
cutting out fringe for the western costume and I've 
got to go to Blackfoot Canvas and see if they will 
sew it on for me. | found a leather skirt and vest 
at D.I. and we've worked on it to make it fit. The 
other costume is a 30's dress that | have had to 
remake and | hope to finish it today. I'm grateful 
that I've had several months to get things pulled 
together. Every time | go to town, | check D.I. and 
it has paid off. I'm wondering what I'm going to do 
for fun once the play is over! 


My brother, Nate, had an accident at work last 
week. The drill bit caught, throwing the drill into 
Nate's face, cutting a six-stitch gash in his face 
and knocking out several teeth. He is going to 
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have to have reconstructive surgery; | know that 
they would appreciate everyone's prayers. 


Staff dropped in to see us while he was staying at 
Chris and Cory's over the holiday. We had a 
wonderful visit with him and marvel at his 
resiliency and cheerfulness. He visited a little 
about Kathy and expressed appreciation that 
many of you had sent him e-mails with 
condolences following her death. | am so grateful 
that we have modern technology that enables us 
to stay close as an extended family. It was sucha 
treat for us following Tim's news of engagement, 
to receive notes from many of you. Thanks for 
caring! 


Aunt Deniece is going to be hosting a surprise 
party for Grandma llene's 85th birthday and wants 
to invite the extended family. It will be a lunch 
and open house starting at noon on Saturday, 
January 27th. Mom 


[Dad] It was hard to get back to work after the 
holidays. | had programmed the week between 
Christmas and New Year's as part of my vacation 
and it was a fun time to have free from work 
concerns. One of the things | did during that time 
was to get started with marketing patches on 
Ebay. It has been fun to get that process going 
and | appreciated Tim and Steve's help; the 
proceeds are going into our mission fund. 


It was rewarding to contribute to the SaraKay 
costuming effort. Purchasing of the fringe would 
have cost nearly $40.00 and we wouldn't have 
been able to match the dress. | had a piece of 
leather that very nearly matched the dress and 
was able to cut the fringe needed in about 2 1/2 
hours. And then | was able to braid a hat band to 
match that SK actually liked. 


Sunday morning was a meeting with the Blackfoot 
Stake Bishops at 7:00 for a brief message about 
Friends of Scouting. My message was one of 
gratitude for their Support in the past and a 
reaffirmation of the partnership of Scouting and 
the Church with testimonies from President 
Hinckley and Baden Powell. Hopefully it will make 
a little difference on this year's campaign. 


January 9, 2007 


[Mom] Another week has begun and we are one 
day closer to spring. We are into the new year and 
it feels good to settle into a routine again. I’ve 
been busy puttering around the house this 
morning, clearing away the weekend’s clutter. On 
Saturday Daddy and | took the piano to Burley for 
Mike and Marci. We watched the piano movers 


move our new piano into our living room and 
Daddy felt confident that with a dolly, the three of 
us could load it. He backed the pickup right up to 
the front top stair and we were able to get the 
piano tilted just right, slip the dolly under the 
center and roll it out onto the pickup. Then while | 
gathered snacks for the trip, Daddy secured it with 
ropes, belts, and blankets. 


We had planned to go on Saturday, but all week 
the weather had been so pleasant that | kept 
thinking that we should just hurry and get it 
delivered while the weather cooperated. But Dad 
was so busy with work that we didn't get away. He 
checked the Weather Underground report early on 
Saturday morning and the forecast was for snow 
off and on all day so we did our best to get going 
early and hopefully miss the worst of it. 


We bucked strong winds and a ground blizzard all 
the way to Raft River, but fortunately the roads 
weren't slick and we got along pretty well. The 
wind blowing against the piano created more 
resistance than we normally would have had to 
deal with and made it tricky to keep the pickup on 
the road. It was pretty intense until we got this 
side of Raft River and then it cleared off and the 
rest of the way we had sunny weather. We 
enjoyed a short but sweet visit with the Burley 
bunch and headed home about 11:00. 


SaraKay's schedule for play practices has 
intensified now but she has most of her good 
friends in the cast so they have a great 

time. Daddy is busy with district dinners and 
awards and FOS kickoffs for much of January. 
Last night he was scheduling his vacation days 
and he reminded me that | haven't ever firmed up 
reunion plans with all of you. So here is the 

info: The cabin in Midway is reserved for noon 
on Thursday, July 26th through Saturday, July 
28th at 5:00 pm. We hope to float the river, 
swim, play games, do crafts, and soak in the hot 
tub (only 15 ata time, please!) There is a 
reservoir nearby and one afternoon we will renta 
boat and go water skiing. 


Our thoughts and prayers have been with 
Shauntel in Seoul and the newest member of 

the family. From all accounts (totally unbiased, of 
course) the baby is beautiful and has a cheery 
nature. In fact, when they told the receptionist at 
the agency which baby they had come to get, the 
lady smiled and commented that that baby was 
very handsome. Shauntel later said to Becky, "I 
bet she says that to all expectant parents." At 
which time, Becky, responded, "Oh no, 
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Shauntel. You are in Korea. The people here are 
very frank and direct and if he was not handsome, 
they would have told you so!" 


The little "grandma" who has cared for him the 
last few months is a Seasoned caregiver, having 
done this for 18 years and cared for over 100 
newborns. She was so sweet to Shauntel and 
Becky and had taken photos of Drake from his 
birth date through the day he was placed in 
Shaunnie's arms. I'm sure this photo album will 
be a treasured item in the Anderson 

household. Shaunnie went shopping with Becky 
at the famed Dong Dae Moon and bought some 
Korean-style clothes for all three children. She 
commented as they entered the front gate of the 
shopping area and she saw a Sea of black-haired 
people, that for the first time it seemed like she 
was in a foreign land! 


This past weekend Emily made the trip to Boise to 
see Tim. They visited Tim's workplace and Dave 
and Andrea. But, before leaving for home, Emily 
broke off their relationship. It was a tough blow 
for Tim. He felt so good about her and was hoping 
that it would work out. The process of finding an 
eternal companion can be discouraging, but the 
cliché, "Nothing ventured, nothing gained" is 
especially true in the courting process. 


Our prayers are also with Paul and Jenny. We are 
encouraged that Dow has made another contact 
since Paul is a known entity to them and nota 
totally new recruit. | know they would be very 
happy with either Dow or Eastman or Lily, so 
hopefully the offers will soon come. Paul told me 
that their family had attended Keith and Maggie's 
son's baptism last week and that following the 
event, Paul asked Keith to give him a blessing. 
Keith gave him a beautiful blessing and told him 
that he and Jenny had paid the price to become 
qualified for a job that would meet the needs of 
their family and that the Lord was aware of their 
desires and would bless them. That brought a lot 
of comfort as have other priesthood 

blessings they have received the last few 
months. Remember them in your prayers. 


Andrea has been having labor pains and had a 
doctor's appointment today for a check-up. She 
normally delivers two weeks late and her due date 
is January 24th, so she was planning on the first 
week of February. It would be a wonderful 
surprise if she didn't have another month of 
waiting since she is feeling ready. 


In closing | want to relate a testimony that was 
given by a visiting sister in our meeting 


yesterday. She was Asian, although | don't know 
which country. She told of being of another 
religion and of the altar that was erected in one 
room of her home. She said the family was 
having some terrible problems and each day she 
prayed to her graven images. She said that one 
day as she was looking at them, she thought, "You 
are just wood and stone and you have no power to 
bless my life!" A few days later the LDS 
missionaries knocked on her door and taught 
their family about the true and living God. From 
that moment, she knew they taught truth and she 
began following their teachings and praying to the 
real God. She said that the day she was 
baptized, she destroyed all her graven 

images. She then bore a powerful witness of the 
power of prayer and the reality of God. It was 
beautiful. 


The last few weeks several of you children have 
told me of miracles in your lives and very direct 
answers to prayers. | am forever amazed at the 
Lord's watch care over us and His power to bless 
us with all we need. How grateful | am for 

the truth as contained in the gospel and the 
saving ordinances. The Lord lives and loves us 
and in his own due time will heal our hearts and 
grant our righteous desires. 


[Dad] Let me just say "Amen" to what Sue has 
said. Life is so full and rewarding. We delight in 
hearing of the tender mercies each of you 
experience and know that your goodness and 
obedience is being richly rewarded. 


| am reminded of one of the short poems | have 
memorized: 


t 


'lf you stand very still in the heart of the woods 
you will hear many wonderful things--the snap of a 
twig, the wind in the trees and the whir of invisible 
wings. 


t 


‘lf you stand very still midst the turmoil of life and 
wait for the voice from within, you will be led down 
the quiet pathways of wisdom and peace in a mad 
world of chaos and din. 


"If you stand very still and hold to your faith you 
will get all the help that you ask. You will draw 
from the silence the things that you need—hope 
and courage and strength for your task." 


On BYU TV online we watched a segment on the 
filming of sacred places and recognized how often 
the reverence and serenity of sacred places 
(including our homes) is the source of strength 
and courage to keep on, in spite of the chaos 
raging around us. How grateful | am for the 
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blessings granted to our family and recognize as 
we begin this new year the many challenges 
before us. We draw so much strength from each 
other, and the love and support of family and 
friends makes all the difference. Keep 
communicating, keep praying, keep calling and 
emailing and lending the support we need midst 
the turmoil of life. DAD 


January 19, 2007 


[Mom] | arrived home last night from my stay with 
the Andersons. | drove to Logan Friday afternoon, 
spent the night with the Bennions and then went 
to Shauntel’s first thing the next day. Originally, | 
wasn't going to leave here until about seven on 
Friday night, but with all the unsettled weather, 
Daddy felt like | should travel in the daylight so | 
left a little after three. It was a beautiful but cold 
winter day and the ride was pleasant. It had been 
such a cold day on Friday that schools all up and 
down the valley, including Snake River, were 
closed for the day. | guess the wind chill factor 
was at -35 degrees! Wow, that hurts to even think 
about. Anyway, with SaraKay home from school 
for the day, we got in a lot of work and chat time 
and | didn't feel so bad about leaving. 


It was fun to spend time with Steph's family. They 
are always good to me when | visit. We got on the 
internet and checked real estate in Logan since 
that is one of the places we have considered 
retiring to. | gave Steph a maximum amount that | 
felt we could spend on a retirement home and 
after looking at all the options from one end of the 
valley to the other, | decided that we are going to 
have to downsize considerably with the difference 
in real estate values from Moreland to Cache 
Valley! But we aren't ready to make the change 
yet, so | guess we will hang on here and face it 
later. 


After spending some time house hunting on the 
internet, Steph mentioned that Katie had recently 
received her patriarchal blessing and so she 
shared it with me. It was a beautiful blessing and 
| Know it has brought Katie a lot of 
encouragement and comfort. She also showed 
me her senior pictures and talked about getting 
her college applications done. It is so amazing to 
think that our grandchildren are now entering this 
newest stage. Katie will be the first of the 
grandkids to graduate from high school and then 
the others will follow in rapid succession. Where 
do the years go! 


When | arrived at Shaunnie’s Saturday morning, 
the house was all decorated with banners, 


balloons, and dragon kites. Bonnie and Stephani 
had decorated it the day before in anticipation of 
the new baby and even left a plate of cinnamon 
rolls for their breakfast! It was so thoughtful of 
them and added to the excitement of their arrival. 
After visiting with both Shaunnie and Randy about 
their trips from Korea and California respectively, | 
know that home was a welcome sight. 


Randy's trip from California on Friday had put him 
in the middle of a horrific snow storm in Cedar City 
and probably would have forced him to pull over 
and take a motel for the night, but he was pushing 
to get to SLC to pick up Shauntel, Camille, and 
Drake at the airport and so he just kept going. 
Shauntel was experiencing her own trauma, trying 
to keep Drake happy on a 15-hour flight from 
Korea. He had quite a struggle with it and she 
was doing her best to not impose on the other 
passengers. 


When she arrived in Las Vegas, she only had one 
hour to go through customs and with all the 
paperwork on the adoption, she was delayed and 
missed her next flight. She said that at one point 
she was carrying Drake in a front tote, carrying her 
carry-on bag, and towing a large rolling suitcase 
that there wasn't room for on the luggage cart that 
she was towing with her other arm. Camille was 
carrying her share and they hiked to the other 
terminal, only to find out that they would need to 
catch another flight. She wasn't sure Drake could 
endure another couple of hours on a plane after 
having such a struggle before, but they did finally 
make it to SLC and home. Shauntel told me that 
the only thing that kept her going was what Becky 
told her as she boarded the shuttle in Seoul. 
"Just keep in mind that it is only for one day and 
then it will be over!” Becky later said that when 
she waved goodbye to Shauntel and the kids, she 
had a sick feeling in the pit of her stomach just 
knowing what was ahead of them. (That's the 
voice of experience talking.) 


My time with the Andersons was spent doing 
laundry, feeding Drake, doing laundry, feeding 
Drake, and doing laundry. Isn't that the schedule 
of the household when a new baby 

arrives! Fortunately, we did get in some good 
visiting and quiet times when we could tease a 
smile from Drake. He is a pleasant baby and so 
alert, but jet lag was wreaking havoc with his 
schedule and he had a rough time at 

night. Thankfully, we had Saturday, Sunday, and 
Monday without other commitments and could 
take the time to get the adjustment started. It 
was fun to watch Drake respond to Camille since 
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she was familiar to him from their time in 

Korea. He really brightened each time she talked 
to him. Archie was still not completely sure just 
how this new family member would impact his life, 
but he was so good to play and give us the time to 
take care of things. 


| tried to call Shaunnie this morning to see if she 
had a better night, but | got an answering 
machine. She's been on my mind most of the 
day. | know how emotionally draining life can be 
with sleepless nights. By Monday afternoon, | felt 
that she was ready to "fly solo" so | left for home, 
arriving about five. All the way home | was 
thinking about how satisfying it is to visit my adult 
children's homes and see their goodness and 
their sweet families. It is just one of the many 
blessings of living the gospel and perpetuating its 
influence in the rising generation. 


SaraKay was teaching a piano lesson when | 
arrived, but the house was neat as a pin, the 
laundry done, and she had something planned for 
supper. What a treat for me to see how well she 
had taken care of things (including Daddy!) | 
appreciated her efforts. She is at an honors clinic 
today for the orchestra and won't be home until 
late, so I've had lots of quiet time to get caught 
up. 


Today is Paul's big day at Dow. Jenny said that 
she would call when Paul let her know how things 
went. It has been a very stressful few months for 
both of them as Paul has flown here and there, 
interviewing, wining and dining, and trying to 
assess just what the companies have to offer. We 
appreciate Jenny's updates on things and 
continue to pray that they can get an offer that will 
meet their needs. 


Daddy has a big week ahead of him and I've been 
doing some planning for the upcoming months. | 
called Grandma Ilene this morning and she 
sounded a little down. Later | called Deniece and 
she said that Mom is struggling with the annual 
blues that always set in during the winter 
months. Pray for her. Mom 


[Dad] SaraKay did a great job of taking care of 
everything at home, including me, while Sue was 
in Utah. Work has been interesting and busy with 
FOS trainings and kickoff meetings, Eagle 
Certification training in Alpine WY, and so on. | 
received the feedback that someone felt my 
training in Alpine was the best value for their time 
of any training they had attended. That was 
gratifying. | also had to go to Alpine to meet Dan 
Deakin for his Annual Review and was fortunate to 


not run into the deer that were on the road. Love, 
DAD 


January 25, 2007 


[Mom] We were thrilled to hear of Paul's offer 
from Dow and anxious to know if Eli is going to 
come through with an offer. | know that Paul is 
grateful to get back to his schooling and work 
towards a summer graduation. 


The Larsen’s in Boise are anxiously awaiting the 
arrival of their baby. Andrea’s due date is 
tomorrow. Andrea's mother arrived today and will 
stay for a couple of weeks before leaving to help 
another daughter with a baby due in February. 
What a blessing for those families! 


Shauntel and Randy are still trying to get Drake 
adjusted to sleeping alone and in a crib. Shauntel 
said that the other night she finally put him in bed 
with her and he slept for six hours. She knows 
that the Korean Grandma slept next to him on a 
mat on the floor for the first four months of his life 
and she suspects that Drake may need that sort 
of closeness until he feels more secure in his new 
environment. | can empathize with the problems 
of not getting enough sleep. There were nights 
when | had little ones that | would have sold my 
“birthright” for a few hours of shuteye! (Maybe | 
wasn't quite that desperate.) Anyway, | hope that 
they can get him acclimatized soon. 


Daddy's annual Recognition Banquet was a huge 
success, complete with a good meal, recognitions, 
and a full house! My Saturday was spent baking 
160 potatoes. When Daddy mentioned as we 
were climbing into bed Friday night that he had 
failed to line up someone to cook them, | started 
worrying about it since | have never cooked that 
many at one time in my oven. | suspected that 
with that many, | would have to have a lot more 
time. 


On Saturday | spent a couple hours washing and 
oiling them and then put three big cookie sheets 
full on two racks in my oven and similar amounts 
in two ovens at the church. Within a couple of 
hours, the ones in my oven started smelling 
burned and | opened the oven to find that the rack 
on top had all the potatoes burned on top and the 
rack on bottom had all the potatoes burned on the 
bottom. Daddy said that they would be okay and 
we quickly loaded them into my cooler to keep 
them warm and then went immediately to the 
church and brought those home before they got 
overdone, too. After all the transferring here and 
there, | had about 140 that were good and 
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another 20 that weren't. | decided to put them in 
three different coolers and leave the bad ones to 
serve last. Fortunately, we didn't have to use 
them. 


There was such a wonderful array of toppings that 
| doubt most people noticed that the spuds 
weren't done to perfection, so | was relieved about 
that. So...just for future reference...if you are 
cooking 70+ potatoes in one oven, cook them at 
about 350 degrees for two hours, and try to not 
get them too close to the upper or lower 

coils. Mom 


February 1, 2007 


[Mon] I've had a relatively quiet week, although 
Daddy has been heavily involved getting his 
presentations for their annual planning meetings 
ready. The highlight of the week was to go to Don 
and Deniece’s for Grandma Richards's birthday 
party. Because of a Jr. Miss seminar Saturday, 
SaraKay didn’t go with us; she had also developed 
a bad cold earlier in the week and | was hesitant 
for her to go. 


| spent Saturday morning at the Jr. Miss meetings 
and then Daddy and | made the trip to 

Utah. When we pulled off the freeway at Kaysville, 
we were surprised to find that Steve and Bonnie 
were just two cars ahead of us. The last few times 
we have gone to Deniece’s, we have had a 
difficult time finding it because of all the 
construction taking place. Well, Steve was having 
the same problem and finally we pulled over and 
conferred on just what to do. It took us a little 
longer but we did finally find the party and enjoyed 
seeing family that we haven't seen in a long time. 


The following people attended: Tennille and two 
daughters, Chelsea and Ryan and three, Brandon 
and Michelle (BYU students), Abby, Lane and 
Leslie and three, Kathy and Dick, Don and 
Deniece, Brent and Kari, Carolee, Carleen and 
fiancé, Steve and Bonnie and family, and Daddy 
and |. There was lots of good food and it was 
sweet to be able to make a fuss over Grandma on 
her 85th birthday. Don and Deniece were 
gracious hosts and Grandma was in pretty good 
spirits. 


| spent yesterday sewing costumes for the 

play. We continue to pray for Andrea with her 
upcoming delivery. Tim is enjoying his new job and 
says that it feels good to "have a life." Drake is 
still adjusting but Shauntel is optimistic. They will 
not be able to bless him for six months, which will 
be this summer. 


P.S. Thursday | received a phone call from Andrea 
and David notifying us that little Nathan arrived! 


February 6, 2007 


[Mom] When | visited with Tim yesterday, he 
asked if anything exciting was going on at home 
and | said that it was mostly business as usual. 
After | got off the line, | realized that we did have 
some excitement last week (besides the arrival of 
Nathan Cottam). On Wednesday Daddy came 
home for lunch and said that he had invited the 
Mickelsens (scout leaders for a non-LDS pack and 
troop) to come and get some scouting things that 
they needed for an upcoming event. They knew he 
was going to be home for lunch and so the 
arrangement was to meet him here during his 
lunch hour. 


Well, | didn’t want to warm up Daddy’s lunch until 
he was ready to eat, and he wanted to get the 
stuff down from above the garage first, so he went 
out into the garage and | came into the office to 
do some paper work. Pretty soon | heard a crash, 
but that didn’t concern me since there are often 
crashes when Daddy is working in the garage, so | 
kept doing what | was doing and then | walked out 
into the kitchen about the time he came hobbling 
in the back door. His pants were covered with dust 
and dirt and he looked pretty shaken. He found a 
chair, sat down and proceeded to tell me what 
had happened. 


He got the free-standing ladder and had climbed 
part way up until he could poke his head above 
the rafters and look around for what he needed. 
Somehow in that process he got off balance and 
the ladder went out from under him and was kind 
of tangled up in his legs. He was holding onto the 
rafters and trying to get the ladder to right itself 
with his legs but to no avail. He started to yell for 
me to come help but that didn’t work either. He 
realized he was going to fall and so he kicked the 
ladder out of the way and when he couldn’t hang 
on any longer, he dropped to the garage floor. He 
was careful not to land stiff legged because his 
worst fear was that he would blow out a knee or 
something. 


Well, he took some ibuprofen and we assessed 
the damage. Usually when he has an accident it 
takes a while for the problems to appear, so | was 
worried that by the next day he would be really 
laid up, but fortunately, other than bruising 
around both ankles and a stiffness, he hasn’t 
suffered any other problems. Every time | think 
about him hanging from the rafters, | can’t help 
but chuckle at the image, but | know that he was 
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very fortunate that he didn’t go flying when the 
ladder tipped over and hit his head or break a leg. 
He’s a pretty resilient guy and all his focus on 
exercising has really helped him. 


Today was about 45 degrees outside and it really 
felt good to have it pleasant after all the terribly 
cold weather we have had. | know we aren’t 
through yet with winter but it felt good to put on 
my spring coat when | went to the post office to 
mail out some packages. I’ve been walking with 
Janet each morning for a couple weeks and that 
also helps me deal with the confinement of 
winters. | have plenty to do these next few 
months to have things ready for the play and Jr. 
Miss, and it’s nice to not have to worry yet about 
the yard and garden. 


[Dad] |’m glad that Sue wrote about my accident- 
I’m not sure | could have; definitely not as 
eloquently. Needless to say, | stayed off the 
treadmill for the rest of the week and took it easy. 
This morning | tried the treadmill again, but just 
for 10 minutes and got along okay. | feel so 
fortunate that something more serious didn’t 
occur. 


The first of last week we had a staff retreat. It 
started out with a GPS course to find where we 
were going to meet. After 8 “finds” we ended up at 
Doug Andrus Trucking’s new office building; we 
met in their conference room. That afternoon’s 
sessions were presentations based on the book, 
“Gung Ho,” by Ken Blanchard. We have three 
main teams and we each had a subject-the spirit 
of the squirrel, the way of the beaver, and the gift 
of the goose. 


My team did the presentation on the gift of the 
goose-dealing with cheering each other on and 
making sure our compliments and 
encouragements are TRUE (Timely, Responsive, 
Unconditional, and Enthusiastic). | had borrowed 
some goose decoys from a friend of mine, had 
goose calls for everyone on the staff, and had a 
brief video of geese flying and honking. To initiate 
the cheering each other on, | had found a plaster 
of Paris squirrel and a stuffed puppet beaver that | 
presented to each of the other groups as they 
concluded their presentations. We had a lot of fun 
with it and the whole retreat ended up being a real 
positive team building experience. 


We have been so frustrated with our internet 
provider and their lack of ability to find a solution 
to our problem. They have changed our modem, 
changed our router, changed our IP address, all to 
no avail. Who knows what else they will try? They 


rush in, make a change, think they have the 
problem solved, rush out to the next service call 
on their list, and we continue to have problems. 
So we Call, hold forever on their service line, and 
get in the queue for the next day’s service calls. | 
finally called Big Dog Satellite to come and let us 
check them out on Thursday-the soonest they 
can get here. 


February 13, 2007 


[Mon] | visited with David last night about Andrea 
and the new baby. Nathan is doing well, but 
Andrea is still battling the blood clots that she 
developed a few days after the birth. At first, they 
were very shallow and not a concern but after an 
ultrasound on Friday it was determined that she 
would need to take medication to help dissolve 
them. One of the meds (which will only need to be 
taken for one week) would adversely affect her 
milk and so she has been pumping and discarding 
the milk so that she will be able to continue breast 
feeding when the week is over. She has gotten 
milk from women in the ward who also breastfeed 
who are understanding of her dilemma. Hopefully 
they can get through the week successfully and 
Andrea will have what she needs for Nathan. 


Fortunately, she isn't bedfast and can be up and 
about. Her mother, Laurel, has truly been a life 
saver through this recovery time, has lightened 
the load, and helped immensely with the house 
and family. David asked for our faith and prayers 
in their behalf. 


Last week | spent an afternoon at the Church 
cannery helping can chicken noodle soup. It is 
always a sweet (but tiring) experience to go to the 
cannery and help out there. The supervisor told 
us that with all the natural disasters lately, the 
Church's welfare supplies have been strained and 
the demand increasing. It was fun to rub 
shoulders with others in the stake who were also 
on the crew. 


On Friday Daddy and | attended a session at the 
temple. | told Daddy later that | just sat through 
the session thinking about all the answers to 
prayers we had received over the last months. We 
feel so blessed! 


Saturday morning, we attended the satellite 
broadcast that Paul and Jenny mentioned. Like 
them, we loved President Holland's class 
presentation and were touched by his concluding 
testimony. AS we came home and visited about 
all we had learned, we agreed that we have got to 
find a way to make our visits less secular and 
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newsy and more Spiritual. We have some families 
that we have visited with for two years and have 
never given a lesson because of the family's 
request. We are going to try harder to find a way 
to include something spiritual. 


Having Max and Eunice Twiggs on our missionary 
committee has breathed new life into our 

efforts. Last week we assigned about 15 families 
to them and they are anxious and excited to make 
visits. We now have seven members of our 
committee and have requested another couple 
who can work particularly with the Hispanics in 
our boundaries. The NW and West Stakes have 
formed a new Spanish Branch and we have 
several families that we feel would benefit from 

it. The Presidency has even offered to make 
personal visits to these families if we feel they are 
ready for one. We're excited about this new 
development and hope we can be successful in 
utilizing it. 

Steph called this week mentioning that Katie's 
government class had won the right to represent 
Utah in Washington D.C. As you can imagine, it 
has brought a lot of prestige and excitement to 
the group of students who competed and they are 
looking forward to competing at the next level. 
What a worthwhile project! The subject that they 
are being tested on is the Constitution. 


SaraKay continues at a break neck pace with her 
rehearsals and preparations. Her weekend was 
spent doing homework and practicing the piano 
and violin. This morning she was up at 4 working 
on an essay that was due second period. She had 
an AP Bio test first hour, and Jr. Miss practice 
after school for two hours before teaching three 
piano students later today. She has a 
performance at Rotary tomorrow and a concert 
tomorrow night, as well as play practice and 
orchestra on Wednesday. I'm finishing up 
costumes and accessories. Daddy and | went to 
dinner and then attended a performance of "Crazy 
for You" that was put on by the BYU-I theatre 
group on Friday night. It was fun to see the play 
and compare it with Snake River’s performance. | 
sat through SaraKay's four-hour practice on 
Thursday so | could see for myself how it was 
going, and it was fun to go with the cast to 
Rexburg and see that performance since the one 
at Snake River is just four weeks away. SaraKay 
will be starring on March 5th, 7th, and 9th as 
Polly. 


[Dad] Friday was just about a perfect date: going 
to the temple, eating out at Olive Garden (thanks, 


John), and going to the play at BYUI. As we 
watched "Crazy for You," | couldn't help but think 
that SaraKay was going to do a better job as Polly 
than the girl we were watching. We are grateful 
for her hard work to develop her talents and feel 
so blessed that we are not "empty nesters" yet. 


Money is starting to come in with the FOS drive 
and | am involved in auditing the contributions as 
they come in. We are just about through with 
rechartering for another year--just a few stragglers 
to clean up. Last night Joaquin and | visited with 
Enrique and the local soccer league about soccer 
and scouting and the possibility of getting 
something going here in Blackfoot. This appears 
to be one of the best ways of getting into the 
Latino community and getting young boys exposed 
to the ideals of Scouting. 


February 21, 2007 


[Mom] We returned last night from a trip to SLC to 
visit with my mother. We left right after our 
meetings and arrived about six. It gave us a nice 
chance to visit for several hours before going to 
bed and again on Monday morning. Mother is 
moving slower these days, but she is able to take 
care of herself and maintain her home, for which 
we are grateful. She has a sweet neighbor about 
my age who lives in the next building and who 
takes her to Sunday meetings. This is such a 
blessing as well as having Kathy and Deniece 
close by. 


Asecond purpose for our trip was to hunt for a Jr. 
Miss dress for SaraKay. Deniece gave us several 
references of places her girls knew about and we 
checked on each of them before heading 

home. On the way home we stopped for supplies 
at TP Toys and also Lennon’s and found one dress 
that we are hoping we can install some sleeves on 
and make work. I'm going hunting today for 
fabric. | spent most of the morning in Idaho Falls 
and found some matching fabric as well as 
locating two formal wear shops that were 
brimming with dresses. Of course, the price of 
formals is now in the hundreds so we are going to 
try our clearance dress first and see if we can 
come up with something that will work. SaraKay 
has some money in the bank but said she would 
rather spend it on upgrading her violin than on an 
expensive prom dress. 


Her play practices are occupying every 

evening. Next week will be dress rehearsal and 
practices with the orchestra. The end is in sight 
and I’m happy to see it completed, but she is 
dreading having it over. She'll probably feel for a 
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while like she has lost her best friend. She told 
me last night that she thinks the week of 
performances will be the most magical of her 
life. | hope she can stay well and have happy 
memories of this wonderful opportunity. 


| just got off the phone with Andrea. She sounded 
happy and upbeat. Having her mother's help has 
been such a boon for the entire family. She will 
be leaving in a few days and then the family will 
be on their own. She said that she is still hoping 
to stay secluded for another couple of weeks until 
Nathan gets a little older and stronger. She said 
that everyone seems to be making the adjustment 
and even little McKay has done pretty well. 


David and some of the kids will be coming for the 
play on March Qt", They will be staying through 
Sunday. | know Steve will also be here with some 
of his bunch as well as Mike and Marci. Please let 
us know if you are coming so we can reserve 
tickets for that Friday night. 


| know that Paul and Jenny would appreciate our 
faith and prayers in their behalf. Pray that Paul's 
advisor will have his heart softened and that their 
plans to move in August will be realized. | know 
that prayer works and have seen it time and time 
again. 


[Dad] We sure enjoy our Avalon when we make 
trips like this week. We grabbed a quick lunch 
after our block of meetings on Sunday and left 
about 3:00 for Salt Lake. Sue drove for a while 
and | gota little nap. We listened to the latest 
Mormon Tabernacle Choir CD of Hollywood hits 
and "Crazy for You" and the miles passed 

quickly. On the way back we listened to a 
Kingston Trio CD and SaraKay thought her parents 
were Crazy as we Sang along and got into some of 
those oldies that are so fun to harmonize 

with. Monday morning we awoke to 5" of snow-- 
more than we had seen all winter. It melted and 
the roads cleared pretty quickly, however, and we 
got to the formal wear places we had planned. 


Work is pretty normal for this time of year 
wrapping up rechartering and pulling in and 
counting all the FOS money. Blackfoot District is 
just about 1/3 of the way to reaching our fair 
share. Saturday was the second Cedar Badge 
Staff Development. It is so impressive to see 
nearly 200 staff: 150 youth and 50 adults, 
gathered together to be trained. What an impact 
for good we can have if we can fill our courses this 
summer. | have even talked SaraKay into signing 
up for one of the coed Venturing Kodiaks and | 


know she will have a wonderful time and also 
learn some great leadership lessons. 


February 27, 2007 


[Mom] On Saturday | called Kathy to wish her a 
happy birthday and she asked me how | was 
enjoying the snow. | told her that we didn't have 
any and she said that SLC had lots of it. Well, | 
spoke too soon. By Saturday night it was starting 
to snow and we got about six inches by Sunday 
afternoon. It made driving conditions 
treacherous. SaraKay and | underestimated the 
extent of the storm and left at 5:30 for Linnea’s 
for her piano lesson. By the time we left the main 
highway and got off on a side road we were 
bucking drifts and | wondered what in the world 
we were thinking to put ourselves in that 
situation. SaraKay thought we should slow down 
and | worried that if | didn't hit the drifts with 
momentum, we wouldn't get through them. The 
wind continued to howl during her 45-minute 
lesson and it was with trepidation that we started 
for home. Lucky for us the traffic had picked up 
and most of the drifts had been demolished 
enough that we got along okay. 


Last November Daddy talked Mike and Marci into 
attending the annual scout auction in Pocatello 
with us. SaraKay and | usually help with it and 

it's always a fun evening. Well, Mike and Marci 
bid on a vacation package that included staying in 
West Yellowstone, going to the IMAX, and taking a 
tour on one of those snow coaches. This last 
weekend they arrived on Thursday, left Amber with 
us, and continued on to West Yellowstone. They 
gave us a brief travelogue upon their return on 
Saturday. They spent eight hours on the snow 
coach on Friday and thoroughly enjoyed listening 
to their well-informed guide. They said that 
Yellowstone Park in the winter was truly a winter 
wonderland! They saw elk and almost got run 
over by a bison stampede! 


As for us, we enjoyed getting better acquainted 
with Amber. Marci had typed up her daily 
schedule and she did just what she was 
scheduled to do. She is such a pleasant baby and 
didn't have the separation anxiety | thought she 
might have since she hasn't been apart from 
Marci overnight before. The only time she cried 
was when Daddy came home on Thursday from 
work and greeted her and she clouded up and 
started to rain. It took him a while to win her over 
but they ended up pals. 


John is leaving in a week to go to Bangkok for a 
couple of weeks to help with Ford's plant 
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there. He has started his new job and said that 
this week would see the final weeding out of 
employees. We are grateful he has a job and they 
can keep their present situation. He said 

that Tessa continues to progress and delight. 


When | called Camille for her birthday, she was all 
excited to be giving a presentation on Korea to her 
school class. She said that the whole family was 
going to attend with Drake being the main visual 
aid. When | told her that it sure sounded like a lot 
of fun, she commented, "Well if the children will 
behave, | think it could be very delightful!" (| 
couldn't have expressed it any better myself.) 


Let me close with a funny thing that happened the 
other night. | was thinking about it because when 
| visited with Steph last night, she commented 
that Katie will be going to Provo to get a feel for 
the campus and | told her to warn Katie that BYU 
will capture her heart if she isn't careful. 


Well, back to my story. When our BYU Magazine 
arrived a while ago both Daddy and | were reading 
it. One night as we sat down for scripture time, 
Daddy was reading the article on Bronco 
Mendenhall's genius in preparing his football 
team for a winning season. Daddy was so 
impressed with it that he suggested that instead 
of reading our scriptures that night we could read 
that article together. SaraKay had just sat down 
and was getting her scriptures ready when she 
heard Daddy make that comment. She looked 
over at the two of us huddled over the magazine 
and oohing and ahhing (and shedding a tear or 
two) and she gave us that you-two-are-pathetic 
look and said, "You guys really are true Blue BYU!” 
Well, I'm not saying that we're ready to substitute 
BYU Today for the Book of Mormon, but our 
loyalties do run deep. 


We had another "Zits" comic strip moment on the 
way home from SLC last Monday. Daddy had 
purchased a Kingston Trio CD and put it in the 
player, and before long we were singing our hearts 
out, harmonizing on such greats as "Lay Down 
Your Head, Tom Dooley." Daddy was especially 
getting into it, similar to what some of you 
remember with his singing "Oh, What a Beautiful 
Morning," and | turned to look at SaraKay in the 
back seat and she just shook her head in 
dismay. (It isn't easy living with baby boomers.) 


[Dad] After Church on Sunday | got the snow 
blower running to blow the snow off our driveway 
and front walk for the first time this winter. Most 
of the time | would just rather use a snow shovel if 


there is just a light snow, but this time we were 
justified in using the big guns. 


Saturday was a "Trainer Development Conference" 
for anyone involved as trainers during the coming 
year in the council. Most of the staffs of the five 
Wood Badge courses, Akela's Trail, and Powder 
Horn were there plus other district trainers. It was 
a great course and | think everyone that attended 
felt it was worth their time. One of the classes | 
attended was taught by a friend of ours from 
Shelley, Darrell Behunin. The class was about 
putting pizzazz into your training and lessons. He 
is a former seminary teacher and was full of great 
ideas. 


As | mentioned last week, most of my efforts have 
been directed toward cleaning up rechartering 
and auditing FOS money as it comes in. While | 
was blowing snow on Sunday, Blaine Atkinson 
from our stake brought by two ward's packets and 
together with the rest of the money | have 
received in the past week, Blackfoot is at 40% of 
our goal. | am expecting quite a bit of money in 
the next couple of weeks and hope to be at or 
above 100% of our fair share by the end of March. 


We had a staff meeting yesterday and one of the 
things we did was to calendar all the council 
events and activities and camps for 2008. We 
also found out that the interviews will be held the 
end of this week for our new council executive to 
replace Kim Hansen. 


March 6, 2007 


[Mom] Well, the big day has arrived and tonight is 
opening night. It seems like this has been the 
focal point of our lives for the last six months and 
we're grateful to have it finally here. SaraKay has 
still been battling the cold and sore throat that 
she contracted several weeks ago, so she's been 
sipping clear liquids, taking frequent naps, and 
Daddy gave her another blessing yesterday. 
Someone asked me if she was excited, and she is, 
but she is also very apprehensive. The Morning 
News took pictures on Wednesday, and Saturday 
morning she was on the front page in a colored 
picture. What a surprise. Luckily, she looked 
good. Seems like some of the pictures in the 
paper make a person look like they've been 
through a war, So we were grateful it was 
complimentary. 


I've felt all week like | wish | was two people: one 
to be here helping SaraKay and one that could be 
in Salt Lake helping Grandma Ilene. Last 
Thursday when | called to visit with Mom, Kathy 
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answered the phone and | knew immediately that 
that wasn't a good sign. Mom had gotten a flu 
bug and was right down in bed. We have all felt 
so fortunate this winter that she has stayed well. | 
called again on Friday and Kathy said that she 
was a little better, but she didn't dare leave her 
alone since she is so weak and needs assistance 
to get to the bathroom. She isn't eating much and 
that, too, is a concern. 


Deniece and Don have been in Rexburg attending 
Women's Week with Carleen and planning a 
wedding with Carleen's future in-laws. When | 
talked to Deniece today she said they were 
heading for home and she would be able to help 
with Mother Tuesday-Saturday. Dick is with her 
today, but he and Kathy are leaving for Phoenix on 
Friday so Deniece is planning to help once she 
gets home. They are hoping Mom will soon be 
strong enough to be alone. 


Since | don't think Becky will mention it in her 
weekly letter, | thought | would just comment on 
Chet's new position. He is now also in charge of 
Japan as well as Korea. Since taking that position 
Japan has moved into the #2 spot in total sales 
for the international Melaleuca division, right 
behind Korea which is #1. He's somewhat of a 
miracle worker and having a lot of success. 


Daddy and | celebrated our 41st anniversary 
yesterday. We went to a movie and out to dinner 
on Friday night. It was "The Work and the Glory" 
part three. We saw that it was playing at a theatre 
in Pocatello and were surprised to find that it was 
one of those dollar theatres. It was an interesting 
audience. | told Daddy it felt like an LDS ward or 
something. 


A young family with five small children sat a 
couple of rows down from us. Before the movie 
started the kids were in and out getting drinks and 
going to the bathroom. One time the mother took 
the baby out for a diaper change (Il am assuming) 
and the other kids were bouncing up and down 
and sitting on their dad's lap. At almost the same 
moment Daddy and | turned to each other and 
commented that he looked like such a fine man 
and sweet father. Minutes later an elderly 

lady brought them a huge box of popcorn for a 
treat! Needless to say, the children were 
overjoyed. | sat there thinking, "I wish | would 
have thought of doing that." | was touched by this 
sweet gesture. 


| have often felt that the most important work we 
do in the church is seeing to the needs and 
nurturing of the rising generation. All of us— 


parents, grandparents, and members—need to do 
all we can to strengthen and encourage young 
parents in their roles. Of course, we always think 
of our own children and grandchildren when we 
see a scene like that. 


Yesterday Daddy bore his testimony and 
mentioned that we were celebrating our 
anniversary and that although he wouldn't 
mention how many years, he figured | had fixed 
roughly 45,000 meals since the day we took our 
wedding vows. Later Eldon Felt got up and 
mentioned that he and his wife had just 
celebrated their 66*" wedding anniversary! | hope 
Daddy and | are in as good of shape as Eldon and 
Edna are when we celebrate our 66th. 


In his testimony Daddy talked about the sealing 
power of the priesthood and the ordinances of the 
gospel and of the power of the promises we 
make. He commented that we have had both 
good and bad times together, but that because of 
those blessings in the temple we were able to 
keep working to make our marriage work. | 
appreciated his testimony. He is a valiant 
priesthood holder and continues to give his life in 
the service of his family and God. 


Last Saturday he spent about eight hours in 
scouting training meetings and arrived home 
weary. Soon thereafter the phone rang. It was 
the missionaries calling to see where their dinner 
appointment was and reminding us that Steve 
would be team teaching with them that night. | 
almost hated to mention it to Daddy since he had 
hardly had time to put his feet up all day. When | 
reminded him, he was fine with it and soon 
thereafter he was in his Sunday suit ready to go 
out the door. The next morning at six he was up 
showering and getting ready for his first meeting 
of the day at 7:00, then 8:30, then 10:00 and 
then the meeting block starting at 11. | thought 
about what a blessing it is to be married to a man 
who serves the Lord gladly and doesn't do it 
begrudgingly. He is such a blessing in my life! 


[Dad] Last night was opening night and it was a 
wonderful production! | can't believe how far they 
have come from the part of dress rehearsal | saw 
last week. It wasn't a flawless performance, some 
of the player's lines are not distinct, and there was 
some hesitancy from the cast waiting for the 
orchestra to come along for some dance and solo 
lines. But all in all, | was really proud of the kids 
and especially proud of SaraKay and her portrayal 
of Polly. We videotaped quite a bit of it, but it 
really doesn't do justice to the overall impact of 
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the live performance. We appreciated seeing Gary 
and Linda there. 


Last week was pretty busy with meetings, 
trainings, counting and auditing FOS donations. It 
was another Saturday of scouting with a council 
Commissioners Conference to train and motivate 
unit, zone, and district commissioners. It was a 
good meeting and | always enjoy seeing so many 
dear friends from all over the council, but it is still 
hard to never have a Saturday free. I’m starting to 
look forward to retirement and counting the 
months, while still trying to do my duty with 
enthusiasm. 


It was fun to have some time with my sweetheart 
on Friday night. We originally intended to go to 
Red Lobster, but when we arrived at 5:30, they 
said it would be about a half hour wait and we 
were concerned about being through in time for 
the show at 7:00, so we hurried over to Sizzler 
and went right in. We enjoyed our meal there of 
shrimp and steak and then went to the Reel 
Theatre for “Work and the Glory III. 


Sunday wasn't much of an anniversary--it's hard to 
celebrate on Sunday-—so | am glad we had the 
time on Friday. | am so grateful for my companion 
and the family we have been blessed with. Each 
of you are such a source of joy and pride! 
(Righteous pride?? if there is such an 

animal?) Yesterday we received an 
announcement from Shaunnie and Randy with a 
beautiful picture of Drake. We also received an 
email from Becky with a picture of J. Cole getting 
on the bus. We feel so blessed with each of our 
wonderful grandchildren and recognize what a 
blessing it is to have such a righteous posterity. 


March 17, 2007 


[Mom] | returned last night from helping 
Grandma. It was a pretty emotional four days for 
me and | know that the emotions aren't going to 
settle until we feel like we have the situation we 
need for her. | really felt the Lord's help to me 
these last few weeks as we have finished up the 
musical and hosted company for the big 
weekend. 


| had been in such a stew with the demands and 
late nights prior to the Friday performance that | 
had been unable to get to sleep at night and was 
too keyed up to nap. By Thursday | was getting 
sick and wondered how | was going to manage 
with all the company | had coming, plus needing 
to be well for helping with Mom. From past 
experience | knew that having a house full is 


always a workout for me even when everyone 
lends a hand, and | envisioned myself getting 
sicker as the weekend progressed. | was 
prayerful about the situation and when | got up 
Friday morning, | felt almost normal. Despite the 
busy weekend, | never had the cold develop into 
anything more severe and by Sunday morning 
when | left, | felt like | was over it. | knew it was a 
miracle. 


| left about 7 a.m. Sunday and determined that if | 
was sleepy, | would stop at the Malad Pass rest 
area and sleep. | was fighting being dozy, so | 
pulled off at the rest stop and put the seat back 
and fell fast asleep. About 20 minutes later | 
awoke, continued on and arrived a little after ten 
at Mom's. Deniece had been there since Tuesday 
and Mom was in bed sleeping. For the four days | 
was there she only came to the table twice to eat 
and then went immediately back to bed. She was 
listless and resistant to any suggestion that she 
watch TV or sit in her chair for a while. It was so 
hard to see her feeling so miserable and 
especially hard to see her eating next to 

nothing. By Tuesday morning Deniece called and 
suggested that we move Mom to her house so 
that she didn't need to be gone from her 

own family for another week. Kathy and Dick 
were leaving for CA and wouldn't take a shift and | 
knew that | couldn't come back down again so 
soon. Bradley offered to give up his bedroom and 
their family did the necessary shuffling 

around. Tuesday night Kathy got home from 
Phoenix and came to visit with me and see if there 
had been any improvement in Mom. There hadn't 
and we talked through Deniece’s offer. Before she 
left for the night, Kathy told Mom that we were 
going to move her with a few of her things the 
following morning into Deniece’s place fora 
couple of weeks until she could strengthen. Of 
course, Mom wasn't happy about it and kept 
asking why. We kept going over the situation with 
her but it didn't seem to matter...all she knew was 
that she was being taken from her home. 


By about noon on Wednesday, we had the move 
made and she was situated. | left for home but 
called later and visited with Deniece. She said 
that mom had a crying spell once during the day 
but for the most part she had been up and about, 
even navigating the stairs quite well. | guess this 
is a situation where we take it a day ata time. | 
think it is hard on all of us emotionally to do 
something contrary to Mom's desires. When you 
have lived your whole life honoring your mother, it 
is hard to go against her wishes and make the 
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hard choices that need to be made. I'm not sure 
what will happen in the next couple of weeks but 
when Kathy gets home from CA we will evaluate 
and go from there. 


We so appreciated all of you who made the effort 
to attend SaraKay's play. | know that your loving 
support, either through being here or calling to 
wish her well, made a huge difference for 

her. She had some wonderful performances and 
we got lots of good pictures. | had been trying to 
get some still shots all week and when Steve 
arrived, he brought his super deluxe camera and 
got some great pictures that he uploaded onto our 
computer. | appreciated the support from Daddy's 
siblings. It was so fun on Wednesday to have 
Staff and Rick and Terry and Amanda there, and 
then Mindy and Roger and Karen and Jim on 
Friday. Daddy mentioned that Gary and Linda 
attended on Monday, so we couldn't have asked 
for better support! Thank you. When | got home 
yesterday there were roses everywhere. SaraKay 
had taken all the flowers she had received and 
hung them upside down from the bulletin board to 
get dried so she can make an arrangement. Every 
time | walk through the kitchen, | feel a twinge of 
nostalgia. Mom 


[Dad] This morning | went for a bike ride outside--it 
was still cold, but it sure felt good to move while 
pedaling. The only problem is not being able to 
see my flashcards to memorize while | ride in the 
dark. | guess | will just have to review mentally all 
the things | have committed to memory and learn 
additional while | drive down the freeway. | 
decided to quit listening to all the novels on tape 
and to listen to MoTab and other classics, and to 
work on memorizing worthwhile stuff. 


The thought | have been working on lately 

is: "Until one is committed, there is hesitancy, the 
chance to draw back, always ineffectiveness. 
Concerning all acts of initiative (and creation) 
there is one elementary truth, the ignorance of 


which kills countless ideas and splendid 
plans: that the moment one definitely commits 


oneself, then Providence moves too. All sorts of 
things occur to help one that would never 
otherwise have occurred. A whole stream of 
events issue from the decision, raising in one's 
favor all manner of unforeseen incidents and 
meetings and material assistance, which no man 
could have dreamed would have come his 

way. Whatever you can do or dream you can, 
begin it. Boldness has genius, magic and power 
in it. Begin it now." (W.H. Murray) 


March 19, 2007 


[Mom] Several of you have asked about Grandma 
Ilene. | called Deniece several times since last 
Wednesday and she is very upbeat and positive 
about caring for Mom. Kathy and Dick think that 
Mom has suffered a mild stroke. She is having 
some symptoms that suggest it. Probably the 
most definite thing that has happened is that she 
has lost her memory. She can't remember things 
from day to day and continues to ask Deniece why 
she is living there. When Deniece tells her that 
she has been sick and unable to care for herself, 
she can't remember being sick. She has done 
several other things that show how confused she 
is and although it is very disheartening to see her 
like this, it is confirmation that she needs to be 
cared for and can no longer be alone. 


One of Grandma's fears is that no one will know 
where she is. Deniece reassures her that 

the family has been notified of her change of 
residence, but that seems to be a worry to 

her. She is eating well, sleeping well, and has 
almost entirely quit taking some of the meds that 
she was taking while living alone. She is going to 
go for a wheelchair ride in the sunshine today. 
She struggles with the blues during the long 
winters and Deniece is trying to help her get over 
that. If any of you want to drop in and visit, you 
might give Deniece a "heads up" before you 
come. Since Grandma is staying with Deniece, be 
sensitive to their family time and don't make ita 
lengthy visit. We so appreciate the Cheneys! 


Yesterday was a payday for Daddy and me. The 
Castaneda family that we helped activate have 
two sons. Last week the oldest was ordained to 
the Aaronic priesthood and made a Teacher, and 
yesterday the other one was ordained and made a 
Deacon. It was certainly sweet to see the Deacon 
Quorum presidency, the Deacons advisor, the 
scout master, the Spanish ward missionaries, and 
the Bishopric and us all join in the event. The 
room was filled to capacity and the bishop 
commented that Adrian could look around and 
see the wonderful support of those who love him 
and pray for his success. | know his mother was 
very touched. Just before the ordination | saw the 
other son, Toni, walking down the hall with some 
boys. | could tell that they were on an 
assignment and soon they joined us in the 
bishop's office. They were cleaning out the 
nursery room so that a mischievous mouse who 
has been haunting the closet in there wouldn't 
have anything to eat. | guess the Teacher's 
quorum has taken on the weekly assignment and 
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Toni was in the thick of it. | had to smile and say 
to myself, "Welcome to the Church!" It has been 
amazing to see this sweet family pulled into the 
community of saints and off and running with all 
the attendant blessings. 


Saturday was so beautiful and Daddy did some 
pruning on our bushes. By the time he was 
through he was pretty exhausted and | was 
reminded again of our need to downsize, although 
| can't see it happening until he retires. He has a 
fellow coming today to give us a bid on a sprinkler 
system. 


Tomorrow is a big day for SaraKay. She is 
competing in three areas at the district festival in 
American Falls. She isn't as prepared as she 
would like to be, but since it isn't a big deal, she is 
going to perform anyway and get a judge’s opinion 
on her pieces. She will be very relieved to have it 
done. This Saturday is her mock interview and 
talent review, and then a few weeks of 
preparation before the local music festival. The 
stress level has been pretty high but the weeks 
are passing and soon it will all be over. 


She is looking for a summer job and may even 
approach Kesler’s about one, but she knows that 
for now she needs to get through April. We are 
planning to do labels for Gorder’s Honey again, 
but it just isn't consistent enough to depend on for 
the summer without something else besides that. 


[Dad] Today was Rick's birthday and | had to be in 
Pocatello so it was a natural to be able to stop in 
and visit with him at his office and wish him 
"Happy Birthday" and conclude a special time 
together with a hug. 


Saturday morning | was involved in a final staff 
planning meeting for the upcoming Jamboral on 
the first weekend of May. It will be held at the 
Eastern Idaho State Fair grounds and will be like a 
mini jamboree. It will be more like a national 
jamboree than anything most of these kids will 
ever experience. We are even going to have an 
opportunity for most of those in attendance to 
have a train ride, some will get to shoot a security 
machine gun from the site that shoots rubber 
bullets, scouts will run and slide in a bunch of 
foam and then the law enforcement agencies 
from Bingham, Bannock, and Bonneville counties 
will pool their resources for a decontamination 
exercise. With flyovers, helicopters, skydivers, 
fireworks, and a McManus actor on stage, there 
will never be a lack of things to experience. 


Saturday morning was also a nice enough 
morning that | went for a bike ride. Rick told me | 
need to get an iPod to listen to while I'm biking in 
the dark outside and | thought that sounded like a 
pretty practical suggestion. 


At work this morning | received an email that we 
will have a staff meeting next Monday morning at 
8:00 with our new scout executive. His name is 
Farrer and he is coming to us from the national 
office where he has been over registration 
(including background checks and appeals). Prior 
to that he was scout executive in Anchorage, 
Alaska, and in Texas prior to that after beginning 
his Scouting career in Provo in the Utah National 
Parks Council. He is quite young but has had 
some great experience to prepare him for the 
Grand Teton Council. 


For FHE tonight we mostly went through the things 
that SaraKay was supposed to do to prepare for 
the YW's General Broadcast this Saturday. Then 
she wanted another blessing because of festival, 
where she will play piano, violin, and sing—and 
Junior Miss which is coming fast and furious. 


My thought for this week is: "Our achievements 
are shaped by the terrain of our lives and the 
strength of the foundations we set. In building 
the life we've imagined, we must be true to our 
beliefs, dare to be ethical, and strive to be 
honorable. For integrity is the highest ground to 
which we can aspire." (Anonymous) 


March 26, 2007 


[Mom] Some of you may have already heard that 
Daddy had a biking accident on Friday. He left for 
his early morning ride and about 6:30 | heard him 
come in the back door and call my name. He was 
walking down the hall and into the bathroom 
where | was combing my hair. When he turned 
towards me, | could see blood on his left temple 
and abrasions on his leg and wrists. He had been 
turning the corner at the stake center and had hit 
a pothole in the side of the road and had been 
going fast enough that he flew over the 
handlebars and onto the roadbed. 


A motorist that was in the vicinity stopped and 
offered to help him but he declined and said that 
he was able to manage. When | took a look at it, | 
felt like he was going to need stitches. It was 
along the side of his eye and in full view. He called 
his scouting buddy, Andy Bradbury, who is an 
emergency room physician, and Andy met us at 
the scout office and took a look at it. Before doing 
that, he checked to see if Daddy had cracked any 
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vertebrae, ribs, or facial bones. He recommended 
that we go to a plastic surgeon in Pocatello and 
called to make us an immediate appointment. We 
drove to Pocatello and by 10:00 Daddy was 
stitched up (about 20 stitches) and we were on 
our way home. 


He had such a big day ahead that he felt he 
couldn't take the day off, but soon after getting 
stitched up he started to ache through his chest 
area. His right hand became swollen and sore 
and he hasn't been able to use it for gripping. His 
back and neck are stiff and his left eye is black 
and blue and nearly swollen shut. He looks and 
feels pretty rugged. When | suggested that he 
take the day off, he commented, "I don't like to 
miss my meetings unless | am half dead." | told 
him, "Well, by the way you look today, you qualify!" 


Yesterday was a Cedar Badge training and he 
didn't get home until about 4:00 from that. By 
bedtime he was so sick and exhausted he said he 
felt like he was going to vomit. I'm going to insist 
that today he relax and regroup for the week. We 
are praying that he won't have any long-term 
effects from this accident. Remember him in your 
prayers. 


FYI: Ida Bingham passed away last 

Wednesday. She had heart problems and was 
scheduled for surgery on Tuesday but died before 
she went into surgery. In the obituary it said that 
she was preceded in death by four sons, her 
parents, and husband. When | talked with 

the family, they commented that her life had been 
full of sorrow. Her mother died giving birth to her, 
she had two sons who died as children, and two 
sons who died in the plane crash along with their 
dad. | can't help but think that Ida is having a 
grand reunion with her family over there. She was 
a neat lady. Thought some of you would like to 
know. 


Yesterday was SaraKay's big day of mock 
interviews and talent review for Jr. Miss. She has 
been preparing for this but | could see the anxiety 
in her and wondered if we were going to survive 
the day. She had been up practicing, writing her 
talent description, doing homework, and gathering 
costumes. About 9:30 she said that she was tired 
and wanted to take a quick nap. | went 
downstairs to do some sewing and heard her 
calling me from the bedroom. When | went in, 
she was curled up in a little ball and as sick as a 
dog. She felt like she had the stomach flu. | was 
so frustrated because we had worked so hard to 


prepare her for the day and | felt like she needed 
the help she would receive. 


| went upstairs and started doing some work in 
the kitchen and felt like | was in one big nervous 
knot. | have learned when | reach that point that | 
have to get the Lord's help and so | retired to my 
room and said a prayer that | might be able to get 
control of my emotions. About 11:00 her friend 
called wondering about something and | went 
downstairs to ask SaraKay. She was still in bed 
but she said that she felt a little better. She 
decided to try standing up and see if the nausea 
returned and to her amazement it didn't. She 
hurried and got ready and we were quickly off to 
her appointment. She successfully received the 
help she needed and two hours later we arrived 
back home. By that time, we had talked about us 
both having prayers and we agreed that the 

Lord had worked a miracle for her. That evening 
as we Sat together at the YW Satellite Broadcast, 
we felt a special tenderness as we listened to the 
testimonies of the Lord's unfailing love. 


Bennions: Josh will be performing a solo with 
their ward choir for their stake conference choir in 
April. 


Andersons: Shauntel said that Drake is finally 
settling down and has become a very pleasant 
baby. 


Steve: Started new job and is really excited about 
the prospects for a good challenge. 


Dave: They have ordered some chickens for their 
little farming venture and excited to see how they 
get along with that project. 


Seely’s: With J. Cole in school, Becky is finding 
time to work on the next edition of Mozart Math to 
be marketed in Asia. 


John: Returned home safely on Thursday. Was 
offered a position in Thailand but said Canton is 
their family's home for now. Michael: Marci has 
been spotting a little and although the doctor 
reassures them that everything is okay, it has 
been a worry. 


Paul: Doing research on his FINAL project. Will 
have visit from Jenny's mom and sister, Katherine, 
who just returned from Russia on a mission. 


Tim: Enjoying job and dating a 
little. SaraKay: Hanging in there. 


Mom and Dad: Grateful for no broken head or 
bones! 
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[Dad] Just wanted to reassure you that all is well 
with regard to my accident. My face is certainly 
messed up and tender and my right wrist and left 
shoulder are still pretty stiff, but | am pretty 
fortunate that things weren't a lot worse. | was 
glad Sue was still in bed when | got home and | 
was able to wash the blood off my face and get 
things cleaned up and the bleeding mostly 
stopped before | called to her. She didn't know 
that | did all that and sat and read my scriptures 
for the day before | talked to her. 


After that accident my day was messed up, but | 
had too much to do and couldn't just lay down and 
die. Saturday was a big Cedar Badge Staff 
Development and | had to tell my story so many 
times. | usually respond when people ask what 
happened, "I got in a bar fight" but they don't 
believe that. So, then | respond, "I was collecting 
FOS money" and they think that is more 
believable. But then | tell them the real story 
about hitting a pothole on my bike ride and having 
a close encounter of the asphalt kind. 


| finished reading "Legacy of Honor" about eagle 
scouts throughout the country in every walk of 
life. The influence of Scouting on the fabric of this 
nation could not be denied. | can see parallels 
with the influence and reach of Cedar Badge in 
this area. It is so rewarding to be involved with 
such a powerful influence for good and to see 
strength being developed in the youth of this 
council. 


April 3, 2007 


[Mom] On Friday Shauntel, Camille, Archie, and 
little Drake arrived. | shouldn't say "little." When | 
went out to greet them upon arrival and Shaunnie 
pulled Drake out of his car seat, he seemed about 
twice the size | remembered him being. He is 
such a cute chunk and so pleasant. Since J. Cole 
has always been so slim, it has seemed funny to 
have Drake be such a hunk. Shaunnie said that 
Korean babies’ growth patterns are different than 
ours and that they outgrow other babies the first 
year and then their growth slows. Well, big or 
little, we're happy to have him join our bunch and 
look forward to the reunion when the rest of you 
can get acquainted with these newest members 
of the family. This was Dad and SaraKay's first 
time seeing him. | had worried that he might not 
adjust to the new surroundings but he did great 
and slept well both nights. 


Shauntel spent part of Saturday with Steve and 
Marilyn and then Saturday night and Sunday here 
with us. It was fun to relax around the TV, play 
with the kids, hold Drake, and just enjoy 
conference. It put me in mind of many 
conferences past when you kids were small and 
that was our routine as a family. By the time the 
Sunday morning session was over, SaraKay, 
Camille, and Archie all had their fingernails 
painted and they were trying to talk Daddy into 
it. He was grateful the session only lasted two 
hours and he could make his escape. 


We loved conference. The talks were absolutely 
divine! We are led by some marvelous leaders 
and we feel grateful for the opportunity to hear 
from them at conference. President Hinckley 
suggested that we use the conference reports as 
lessons for FHE. Daddy and | are going to copy off 
Elder Ballard's talk and use it as a missionary 
tract dealing with Mormons as Christians and how 
the Bible figures into our religion. It was 
masterful. 


Prior to Music and the Spoken Word, | had the TV 
on getting the set warmed up and | was listening 
to a young minister of another faith preaching. He 
was dressed in Levi’s and a button-down shirt 
rolled up at the sleeves, with the neck open. He 
was talking about the Bible being the absolute 
source of doctrine and that anyone who claims to 
have other revelations was lying. He said, "In 
relation to revelations, if it's new, it's untrue! And 
if it's true, it's not new._ | wouldn't want to belong 
to a religion that feels that God's revelations quit 
with the Bible and nothing new would ever be 
given. 


[Dad] Amen to Sue's comments about 

conference. What a delight to be so spiritually fed 
and to sense the importance and timeliness of the 
messages. | don't see how anyone could listen to 
these wonderful leaders and have any question 
that they are men of God with messages for our 
time. 


The biggest news from my side of the ledger is 
that we are taking the plunge and having a 
sprinkler system installed. Matt Reid, who grew 
up in Moreland 2nd Ward, comes highly 
recommended and gave us the lowest bid to do 
the job. He and his crew are coming tomorrow. 
This should take a lot of pressure off both Sue 
and me this summer and especially with the three 
weeks | am scheduled to be gone for Akela's Trail 
and Cedar Badge. 
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My crash remnants are healing remarkably fast--at 
first glance you wouldn't even know anything had 
happened. | still have some tenderness and 
aches associated with muscle and joint pain and 
bruising, but | am ready to get back on my bike 
when the weather permits. 


April 11, 2007 


[Mom] The last few days have been cold and 
blustery. I've had plenty to do indoors so | don’t 
mind. This is so typical for Idaho. We now have a 
sprinkler system and last night it ran for the first 
time. It’s wonderful that the constant battle with 
keeping our yard watered has hopefully come to 
an end! We even have sprinkler heads that will 
service the garden. 


Our missionary activities continue to keep us "in 
the loop" and "on the run." Max and Eunice Twiggs 
are such an asset to our committee. They touch 
base with so many people each week and always 
extend a helping hand when needed. 


Last week one of our investigators, Kylee Davis, 
who attends our meetings with her grandmother, 
Donna Jess, was hospitalized with 

pneumonia. She lives in a new subdivision in 
Blackfoot and as a part of our weekly visits, we 
took a small gift to her. We didn't have an exact 
address, just a street name, and so once we got 
to the street, we drove around trying to find a light- 
colored house with a small fountain in 

front. Finally, after searching for quite a while we 
saw a group of kids playing at one home and we 
pulled alongside the curb and asked them if they 
knew where Kylee Davis lived. They thought for a 
moment and then said, "Is she in our ward?" | 
replied that she didn't attend their church and 
they quickly responded, "Well, then, we don't know 
who she is." 


When we finally located Kylee, she lived right 
down the street from the other children. | kept 
thinking about other families who move into our 
area but don't share our beliefs and | hope that 
just because they aren't LDS, they won't be 
neglected by neighbors. | know we all need to be 
aware of that kind of situation. 


Last night we visited the family of an 11-year-old 
scout whom | have been transporting to scouts for 
the last several months. We wanted to make sure 
that he had the equipment he needed for their 
Friday campout. As we visited, we discovered that 
Bailey's dad was also attending the campout with 
him. The scout leaders as well as Richard 
Tominaga and Bishop Goodwin who have sons in 


that troop had talked with him and told him how 
fun it was going to be and made him feel so 
welcome that he decided to attend. Wow! Whata 
show of support from our ward family! That is 
really the ideal situation. We find these people 
and the ward family involves them in the 
programs of the church. 


This weekend is the Blackfoot music festival; 
SaraKay will be grateful to have it over. She has 
been under so much stress lately that she is 
suffering from "burnout." She's not as prepared 
as she would like to be for her performance but 
she's going to move ahead anyway. This whole 
year has been a difficult one and she is looking 
forward to summer recess. The other day she 
brought home the itinerary for our stake's youth 
conference in June. They are going to stay at 
Snow College, attend the Manti pageant and then 
do temple baptisms enroute home in several 
different temples. She commented that it 
sounded so fun to go and not be worrying about 
practicing and preparing. It's time for a break! 


We are looking forward to being with Dave and 
Andrea in Boise for Nathan's blessing this 
weekend. Daddy has an Akela's Trail staff training 
for most of Saturday so we can't leave until about 
3-4 but we hope to get in some good visiting on 
Saturday night and all-day Sunday. Of course, we 
are looking forward toholding and loving the new 
baby. 


Steve and some of his bunch will also be there for 
the special occasion. Bonnie is still having some 
problems with her back and had an MRI the other 
day to see if she has injury to a disc. She will get 
the test results in a few days. In the meantime, 
she has to limit her travel and the amount of time 
she can sit. Fortunately, she has been able to 
pace herself and keep up with her family. 


Hope everyone had a sweet Easter. We had a 
quiet but rewarding day. It's always good to take 
time to contemplate the matchless gift of the 
Atonement in our lives. It's hard to imagine living 
without a testimony of the Savior's love for us and 
the purifying effect of the Atonement. 


[Dad] Last week was a rather hectic week with 
lots of decisions and time spent ordering clothing 
and patches for the activities | am involved with. 
One of the first things was working through the 
designs and ordering belt buckles for the 40th 
anniversary of Cedar Badge as a staff gift and to 
sell in the trading post. | had to order sufficient 
Cedar Badge leather belts for staff and selling in 
the trading post. Next was working through the 
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logo design and ordering 265 T-shirts and either 
quilted or wind-breaker jackets for the staff. Next 
was ordering red berets for all new staff, all the 
while trying to make sure we have sufficient of 
each size to meet the needs and cover for any 
changes or additions in staff at the last 

minute. Meanwhile, Krelman is back and forth 
with design proposals and refinements of a 
pocket patch and CSP's for Cedar Badge also. | 
still have hats to order for Venturing staff and 
neckerchiefs to order for staff and all participants. 
We are currently at 120 participants and aiming 
for 500-so how do | how many to order? The next 
thing will be participant T-shirts with quantity and 
sizing still an issue to decide. At the same time, | 
am hitting a moving target with regards to a golf 
shirt for a thank you for our district merit badge 
pow wow that starts this Saturday. At the same 
time, | am fielding questions about everything 
under the sun and making other quantity and 
ordering decisions regarding items for trading 
post, Jamboral, Akela's Trail, and so on. No 
wonder | don't have any hair left. 


Sunday night we went to a special Easter program 
put on by the three Blackfoot Stakes at the 
Blackfoot Performing Arts Center. There were 
several solos, duets, and a 90-voice choir 
accompanied by a brass quintet on the last 
number. There were also video segments about 
the life of Christ and his crucifixion and 
resurrection interspersed between the musical 
numbers. Before and after the program there was 
an awesome display of Greg Olson art in the 
foyer. It was a great experience to cap off Easter. 


[Mom] Daddy took the day off yesterday and 
worked in the yard for most of the day. | joined 
him in the afternoon and dug around our trees 
while he sprayed for weeds, mowed, raked, and 
did "honey-do's" around the house. When | 
returned from my morning walk, he was under the 
kitchen sink replacing our faucet with a modern 
new one that does all sorts of nifty things. (He 
was inspired by David's new tap!) That project has 
needed doing for a long time but Daddy's work 
keeps him involved 24/6 and that doesn't leave 
much time for things around here. 


The sprinkler system continues to amaze me. As 
we worked in the yard yesterday, | kept thinking 
about how nice it looks to not have hoses strung 
out everywhere and at how moist and green the 
lawn and trees look. Maybe summer isn't going to 
be such an ordeal from now on. 


We thoroughly enjoyed our trip to Boise to 
participate in Nathan's blessing. Because of other 
commitments we didn't leave here until after 
three. We made a brief stop in Burley to give Mike 
and Marci their stroller which they left when Marci 
was here a couple weeks ago. It was good to see 
them and we continue to be grateful that Marci's 
pregnancy is going well for her. We arrived at 
Dave's about eight. Steve, Rachel, Chrissy, and 
Anne Marie as well as Tim were already there and 
we had a good visit with everyone before going to 
bed. 


Tim had arranged for a room for us at the Hilton in 
Eagle using some coupons that he received. We 
appreciated his generosity. He dropped by our 
hotel room enroute home from David's and we 
had some one-on-one time with him before 
retiring Saturday night. This was sucha 
convenience for us since there was a full house at 
"Halter Way." Sunday morning, we went back to 
Dave and Andrea's and had a chance to help with 
getting kids ready for church. | got to help with 
little Nathan as Andrea bathed and dressed him 
for his big day. He is such a contented baby and 
has the most beautiful strawberry blonde hair and 
bright blue eyes. Everyone looked so spiffy in 
their Sunday clothes and the leisurely morning 
gave us a little more time to visit before their 
meetings at 11:30. 


It was a pleasure to be at the sacrament 

meeting with Dave and Andrea. Many of 

their close friends, both members and non- 
members, came to support them. It is always 
sweet to get to meet ward members and others 
who are such an important part of their lives. It 
was touching to see Dave, Steve, Tim and Daddy 
in the circle as Dave gave Nathan his 

blessing. Andrea had a couple of friends who took 
notes on the blessing and | hope to be able to 
refresh my memory at a later date on some of the 
things mentioned. | hope they will post some of 
the pics they took that day, especially the ones 
taken of Nathan in his white blessing suit. 


SaraKay competed on Saturday at Blackfoot's 
Music Festival and won a $300 scholarship award 
in the senior division. She is focusing now on her 
number for Jr. Miss and will be relieved to have it 
completed. 


[Dad] It was truly relaxing and a joy to be a part of 
Nathan's blessing and family time Saturday night 
and Sunday. Grandchildren are getting to be a lot 
more fun to be around and it was so satisfying to 
watch and listen as they shared their talents 
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Sunday morning on the piano and singing. It is 
amazing to be getting all these grown-up 
grandkids with such talent. As Rachel, Laurel, 
Anna, and SaraKay each spent some time at the 
keyboard | couldn't help but feel Grandma 
Barbara's presence and satisfaction in what was 
transpiring. 


Saturday was rather hectic as things started out 
with going to the Junior High at 6:30 to get things 
set up for the Merit Badge Pow Wow and getting it 
off and running at 8:00 and then heading in to the 
Scout Office to open up and be a part of the 
Akela's Trail Staff meeting. Then back out to the 
Junior High at 12:00 to fold things up, clean 

up, and lock up the school after the Pow Wow. It 
was a relief to be able to finally get on the road to 
Boise about 3:00. 


Thursday afternoon and evening were spent in 
Star Valley making visits and setting up for their 
District Recognition Dinner. One of my best 
friends that now lives in Star Valley is Lance 
Oviatt. In visiting with his wife, she reminded me 
that she knew Stephani at BYU (she was a Klinger, 
| don't remember her first name) and she said 
Stephani was always so happy and enthusiastic 
and introduced her to all of her friends--she 
thought the world of Stephani. 


Wednesday night was Teton District's Recognition 
Dinner in Victor and it was rewarding to be able to 
be there and mingle with many friends and be a 
support for Dan, whom | supervise, for both 
nights. Tonight we, the council professionals, are 
headed to Provo for an all-day cluster meeting for 
all the Utah and Idaho councils. Last night was 
our final steering committee meeting for the 
Jamboral coming up the first weekend in May; it 
should really be an exciting event! 


April 26, 2007 


[Mom] | am sitting here this morning in my gym 
shoes and sweats thinking how great it feels to 
have Jr. Miss over and life resuming. What a 
relief! As most of you have heard, of the 24 girls, 
she came in 3rd place, winning $1,000 plus $900 
on individual category awards. It was a well- 
attended event with nearly all 1200 seats 

filled. We were all thrilled with the results and so 
grateful that SaraKay did well. Many of her 
immediate friends also did well and the title went 
to one of her closest friends, Kwani Hale. It will be 
a fun thing for them to serve together next 

year. No one was any happier than SaraKay to 
finally have it over. She has really had a difficult 
time with all the demands on her time. 


It was nice to have Kathy and Dick visiting on 
Friday and Saturday. SaraKay had a long dress 
rehearsal Friday night so we had most of the 
evening with just the four of us chatting over 
supper. We figured that it has been 13 years 
since they were last here for a visit. Saturday 
morning over breakfast we reviewed the Jr. Miss 
interview questions and it was both interesting 
and enlightening to hear their ideas on some of 
the questions. Dick took a copy of the questions 
home with him to share with their prison family 
when they hold home evening some time. They 
still help with the prison branch, attending 
sacrament meetings and FHE each week with the 
inmates. It has been an interesting and touching 
calling for them. 


Several months ago, Chad offered to 

take family members on a private tour of the 
Rexburg temple before it is completed and 
dedicated and that was another reason for their 
Idaho trip. Initially we had intended to do it with 
them but Daddy had set-up for the recognition 
night at the high school all day long and | was 
involved so we will need to take him up on his 
offer another time. They said later that it was 
absolutely amazing experience to go through with 
Chad. 


Probably the big moment of the day was when the 
neighborhood florist arrived with a beautiful 
bouquet of flowers from none other than Zac 
Hansen, the lead SaraKay played opposite in 
"Crazy for You." It really made her day to get 
encouragement from someone who has been a 
great friend for many, many years! We were all 
having a leisurely breakfast when Ben Hansen 
arrived with the flowers. Since Ben works with 
Daddy and has been a great supporter of 
SaraKay, she assumed the flowers were from him. 
(He was delivering for his wife, Lela, who owns 
B&L Floral.) When she brought them in and we 
asked her who they were from, she realized that 
there was a card affixed and that maybe it was 
from someone else. Dick and Kathy were teasing 
her that they were from Zac since we had just 
been showing them some pictures of the 

play. When she opened and read the card, she let 
outa scream. It was a fun moment! 


We appreciated Mike and Marci and Tim coming 
for the night. They arrived a few minutes late and 
left before we had a chance to visit but we 
appreciated them coming. We really discouraged 
anyone else from coming because she felt that 
enough fuss was made at the time of the 

play. That was the night she really appreciated 
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support since Jr. Miss hasn't been as important to 
her. 


When | called Stephani last night, Katie answered 
and we had a few minutes to visit about her 
upcoming competition in D.C. She leaves on 
Friday and gets back on Wednesday. What a neat 
opportunity! | asked her if they were cramming as 
a team and she admitted that she wished they 
had spent more time on it but just haven't had the 
time to do it. I'm sure teams across the nation 
can identify with that. Competition aside, it will be 
a wonderful experience. 


Jenny and Paul are enjoying having her mom and 
sister visit. When they went to Midland, they took 
time to visit Jonn and Laurel and had a cook-out 
with them. | know that it will be fun for the two 
Larsen families in Michigan to live close to each 
other. Paul's research is going well and he says 
he appreciates our faith and prayers in his behalf. 
He will meet with Jim on Wednesday and hopefully 
he will see some positive signs that Jim will let 
him go. 


[Dad] Sunday was a great Stake Conference with 
Elder Lund (the author) of the Seventy. We 
enjoyed his easy manner and wonderful stories 
highlighting the Lord's tender mercies and in 
essence affixing his signature to the 
circumstance. One was of a family that had five 
children that adopted a boy through an agency in 
California. They thought he was of Korean 
descent through the Philippines. When he 
received his mission call, he went through the 
temple and received his endowments but really 
wanted to go through the Salt Lake 

Temple. Circumstances kept interfering until the 
Saturday before he was to enter the MTC he just 
said to his mother--let's go. So, they did. 


His mother was watching for him to come into the 
first room and when he did, she smiled at him and 
he turned his head and looked away. She was the 
first one through the veil and was watching for 
him and when she saw him, she started toward 
him but he turned away and went to this other 
group, then she felt a tap on her shoulder and she 
turned to find her son standing behind her. She 
pointed him toward the other young man that she 
had thought was her son and they joined the other 
group. They discovered that her son had a twin 
brother that was also adopted out through the 
same agency in San Francisco. He had also 
ended up with an LDS family and was going ona 
mission. They were both entering the MTC the 


following week and were able to share that time 
together. Coincidence or divine design? 


After conference we had home teachers and then 
| went to the West Stake Center to practice with a 
brass quintet that is accompanying two ward 
choirs that are combined for their stake choir 
festival this coming Sunday. Then | left for Idaho 
Falls to open the office for the Cedar Badge Board 
that was meeting that night. Saturday was a little 
crazy as well with spending much of the day at the 
high school setting up for the Council Recognition 
Night, going to the Priesthood Leadership session 
of stake conference at 4:00, and then in to Jr. 
Miss. It was a wonderful program—the 24 girls 
involved are wonderful girls and there was a great 
deal of talent displayed. SaraKay played her “Un 
So Spiro” by Liszt and performed flawlessly and 
we were all delighted to have her win the talent 
award. It was gratifying to have her place and she 
felt good about the whole experience and all that 
she had learned. DAD 


May 1, 2007 


[Mon] I've had Katie on my mind today, 
wondering how she's getting along in D.C. and 
how their team did in the competitions. I'm sure 
it's a wonderful opportunity to see the Capital and 
all the memorials. | always feel that no news is 
good news so the flight and other things must 
have gone okay. I've wondered if Steph and Linds 
are having a bit of nostalgia, realizing that life 
without Katie this past week is preamble to the 
upcoming months. Life is full of transitions. 
Some are easier than others, but all give cause to 
reflect. 


| spent the morning labeling honey jars for 
Gorder’s. SaraKay is going in tomorrow to apply 
for a job at Kesler’s. Her mutual advisor, Debbie 
Hansen, has talked to Kelly and given her a strong 
recommendation so we're hoping they can use 
her. I'm hanging on to the Gorder’s Honey job 
until we see if she is going to need it again this 
summer. | wish it was consistent but it isn’t. 
Summer is almost upon us and our calendar is 
filling up. 


Some of you may have read 

Jenny's letter mentioning Paul's dilemma with his 
faculty advisor. It has been a real trial for them to 
be so close to being finished and needing to make 
arrangements to move to Midland and to have Jim 
so unwilling to work with them on setting a date 
for Paul to be through. | talked with Paul about 
having a family fast this next fast Sunday in his 
behalf and he said that he would appreciate 
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it. We are praying for Jim's heart to be softened 
and Paul's research to be productive. 


Our missionary committee continues to amaze 
me. The Twiggs and Furniss’s had so many visits 
that our report was three pages! They not only 
visit but offer help of any kind and are helping 
remove trees, level an old shed and haul away the 
debris, among other projects. Nolan and Max 
both have a lot of equipment and they are so 
generous with sharing it with ward members. 


At our women's conference on Saturday there 
were three Hispanic women from the Spanish 
Branch who bore their testimonies through a 
translator. It was very poignant and 

inspiring. We've had a woman from the Caribbean 
Islands who is black who has recently moved into 
our ward (the wife of Daniel Bono) and she went 
with me to visit a black woman who I've been 
fellowshipping but not getting anywhere with. 
Shauna committed to coming to church to hear 
Faye tell her conversion story in a combined YW 
and YM meeting, but when | went to pick her up at 
the appointed hour, she and her boyfriend were 
just leaving on a motorcycle. She said she had 
forgotten that she was supposed to go with me to 
church. | had a similar experience when | went to 
pick up Larissa and they were just getting ready to 
go camping for a couple of days. | was feeling a 
little down with the rejections, but | suspect that is 
pretty typical for missionary work. 


It was a treat to have Mike and Marci here for the 
weekend. Amber is on the verge of walking and 
looking less like a baby and more like a toddler. 
We saw the ultrasound pictures but had to have 
them tell us what we were viewing. They are 
excited to get another daughter and look forward 
to September. 


Catching up with Dad is quite a trick these days 
with all the preparations for the upcoming 
Jamboral this weekend. We enjoyed attending the 
West stake's choir festival last night. Daddy had 
been asked to participate in a brass band for a 
combined choir number arranged by Mack Wilberg 
and so we attended and saw a lot of our old 
friends. 


[Dad] It was rewarding to be involved with the 
West Stake's choir festival Sunday night. | had 
been invited to play trumpet with a brass octet to 
accompany the combined choirs from two of the 
Thomas wards. My part was really high and it took 
practicing every day for a week to get my lip in 
shape to be able to play it. It was nice to see Gary 


up there singing with the Moreland 2nd Ward 
choir. 


Saturday was the final day for our Blackfoot 
District Merit Badge Pow Wow. We had great 
participation in the Pow Wow and really 
appreciate the school allowing us to use the 
facilities without charge. We didn't have any 
problems of vandalism or theft or kids getting in to 
places they were not supposed to. We so enjoy 
Mike and Marci when they come. It is nice for 
Mike to have these continuing education 
seminars in Pocatello so they have an excuse to 
come and stay. 


Thursday night was Jackson District's Recognition 
Dinner. It was held in the American Legion Hall 
which is a log cabin-type structure. | went over 
early to help Dan set up and decorate the hall with 
some scouting pictures and posters. Over the 
years | developed quite a few friendships in 
Jackson and it is always nice to be able to touch 
base with them. The dinner was great—they have 
it catered from the hospital cafeteria. It just meant 
a late night with the long drive back home. 


In "The Mormon Way of Doing Business," Kim 
Clark, (new member of the Seventy, and president 
of BYU-Idaho) just days before leaving Harvard 
Business School, when asked what he and the 
other LDS leaders featured in the book had in 
common, responded: “First, they each grew up in 
the culture of the Mormon Church. Growing up in 
that culture places a strong emphasis on the 
importance of gaining knowledge and seeking as 
much education and advancement as you can in 
your life. Second: A mandate to be in the world, 
but not of the world. This notion of excelling in the 
world is deep in the Mormon culture and goes 
way, way back to the pioneers," Clark 

said. "Brigham Young and Joseph Smith had a 
desire to be excellent in what they did. There 
was this drive in the world's terms to be great at 
music, mathematics, and engineering, build 


beautiful cities and great buildings. Growing up 
there's this cultural mandate to seek knowledge 


and excellence in what you do and become very 
good at it. Living your faith in the world means 
engaging the world. It is not being apart from the 
world." 


May 9, 2007 


[Mom] | drove to Layton on Saturday and spent 
some time with Grandma Ilene. | hadn't been to 
see her since we moved her to Deniece’s and with 
SaraKay gone to Boise and Daddy involved with 
the council-wide Jamboral all weekend, | decided 
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to break away and make the trip. It seemed a 
great time to go also because Saturday was my 
parent's wedding anniversary and this week 
Mother's Day. 


| left about 8:00 a.m. and arrived about 11. Mom 
has a room upstairs in which she has her recliner, 
a TV, a table for meals, her bed, and a large closet 
for her things. Her bathroom is just across the 
hall. The bedroom is light and airy with a big 
window. Deniece has two bulletin boards that 
have all kinds of information for Grandma such as 
the day of the week, her schedule, phone 
numbers, etc. Deniece serves mom her meals 
upstairs and Mom is able to get around, dress 
herself, and be pretty independent. 


| was very pleased to see how happy Mom is and 
how good Deniece and her family are to her. She 
is very seldom left alone as one of the family is 
usually in the house somewhere. If Deniece 
needs to be gone, she is able to leave Mom for 
short periods of time. She leaves information for 
MomMom she knows how to get in touch with her 
if she needs her. As | visited with Grandma, she 
said that it has been a big relief to not be living 
alone and have all the responsibilities of cooking, 
laundry, etc. She has been feeling better because 
she is eating better meals and she doesn't have to 
worry about her meds since Deniece dispenses 
them to her. | know my dad would be pleased 
that she is being taken care of so well. | so 
appreciate Don, Deniece, Bradley and Carolee for 
all their kindness and loving care. | returned 
home feeling like Grandma is adjusting to this 
major transition in her life and that she is 
accepting that she needs to be looked after and 
helped. 


SaraKay didn't go in and apply at Kesler’s as we 
had planned to do. Her friend, Kwani Hale, called 
and told her about a position available working on 
a crew that cleans, paints, and repairs the school 
buildings in the district during the summer 
months. Kwani had interviewed and wondered if 
SaraKay was interested. She hurried and 
forwarded a resume to the address Kwani gave 
her and within a day had an interview set up. We 
are very happy about it since it will be for about 
35 hours a week, four days a week, 8-5 and she 
talked with them up front about her camp, 
reunion, and Cedar Badge commitments and they 
said that they would work with her on that. They 
will finish up by the third week of August and she 
should have a nice nest egg to keep her afloat for 
another year. She has also wanted a better violin 
and this will enable her to work toward that, too. 


Last night on chat Stephani talked about Katie 
getting a job that just fits her needs. Katie will be 
going to Cambodia for a couple of weeks and has 
other commitments and she wasn't sure how it 
was all going to work out but her new boss is 
willing to work with her. Steph commented that 
she felt like it was a miracle that they came across 
a situation that was so perfect for the 

summer. That’s how we feel about SaraKay's 
work. We were happy to hear that Sam has taken 
over the Snow Shack position and hope that 
works for him with his marching band 
commitments. 


Last week was the last of the competitions for 
SaraKay. She competed on Thursday in Crawford 
Cup and took third place in the female vocal 
division. On Friday she went to Boise to compete 
at the state competition and didn't place but had 
a great time with six other students who also 
represented Snake River High School. When she 
arrived home, she was beat but it had been a 
really fun trip and enlightening to see the 

other participants and their levels of proficiency. 


It was mentioned last night on chat that 

the family would like to hear from Katie about her 
Washington D.C. trip. | guess they had sucha 
great time (ended up in the top 25% of all schools 
that competed) that the last day Katie was so 
exhausted she was taking cat naps at each stop 
of their tour. | Know she is busy taking AP exams 
this week and getting ready for graduation. 


On Wednesday we will leave at 6:00 a.m. from 
SLC to catch a flight to Chicago. From there we 
are going to take a shuttle to Madison and 

join Paul and Jenny for his graduation on 

Friday. On Saturday we will go to John and 
Laurel’s and stay until Tuesday when we will catch 
a flight out of Chicago, return to SLC and hopefully 
be home in the wee hours of the morning 
Wednesday. SaraKay will be here at home except 
for sleeping at a friend’s each night. She may 
drive to Burley for the weekend or Mike and Marci 
may come here. 


I'll close and get Daddy his lunch. He is taking the 
afternoon off so he can finish up the spraying and 
get the garden rototilled. Hope "spring has 
sprung" in your "neck of the woods" and that you 
are enjoying some warm and beautiful weather. 


[Dad] We got a lot done Monday afternoon— 
rototilled the garden; fixed the weed whacker, and 
trimmed all around the house, along the fence 
lines and along the road; sprayed weeds along the 
driveway, along the road, and under all the 
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fences. Things really are shaping up. With the 
sprinkling system, it sure has simplified life as far 
as keeping the lawn looking good. 


The Jamboral was a great success with over 4600 
participants. The weather was cold and windy but 
that didn't stop the kids from having fun. The 
fireworks display sponsored by Melaleuca was 
phenomenal. We had some good press coverage, 
too. 


Signups for Cedar Badge are at over 360--more 
than we have ever had before and we are still 6 
weeks out. We have rolled back the scheduled 
price increase and are having a promotion for a 
drawing for 3 boys to ride in a helicopter from IF to 
Treasure Mountain each week and 3 boys to ride 
in the army's red, white & blue hummer to camp 
each week. We expect a good response to this 
promotion and with a continued effort may reach 
our goal of 500 this summer. What a feat!! 


We had our annual Fresh Water Ditch meeting last 
night to work out details on water schedules and 
maintenance of the ditch for this year. | have 
been doing all the Secretary/Treasurer duties for 
the ditch forever. 


May 17, 2007 


[Mom] We had a wonderful day with Mike and 
Marci yesterday. We felt like we got in on more 
than we had bargained for since not only did we 
get a delicious Mother's Day dinner but they both 
spoke in church and Mike was sustained as the 
new executive secretary and Daddy got to stand in 
while he was set apart. Daddy, SaraKay, and | also 
got to play with Amber during sacrament meeting 
since Mike and Marci were on the stand and we 
had a great time with her. She is on the verge of 
walking and that is always exciting. 


| thought | might mention some highlights from 
family activities. 


Steph: Katie had a date to the Senior Prom last 
weekend complete with fancy formal and an 
"updo" for her hair. They had an activity in the 
afternoon and then a special dinner and 

dance. Sounds like lots of fun! No, it wasn't with 
the "man of her dreams" (Katie, do you dream 
about men?) but it was fun to be a part of 

it. She's had a memorable month and has worn 
her mother out! 


Shauntel: Randy has been asked for a three-day 
interview with the U of U. He interviewed a couple 
weeks ago and this is a follow-up meeting with 
those he would be working with in the 


Nuclear Radiology department. He is still 
uncertain whether he wants to give up the 
freedom that his "night hawking" gives him but he 
is going to see what the University has to offer. 


Steve: His new job has really been a challenge 
but he knows he has made the right choice even 
though it is a little hectic right now. Bonnie had 
an MRI on her back a couple of weeks ago and 
the good news was that she does have an injured 
disc but with therapy and the right care she 
should be able to manage it and improve in 

time. That is great news! As you can imagine, 
they are running in every direction with kids and 
lessons and ball games but Wellsville is home and 
they love it there. 


David: Their farm project has taken some time 
and effort but they got their baby chicks last week 
and have planted most of their garden with the 
help of the family and Tim. Everyone has settled in 
with the new baby and are looking forward to 
summer break and the activities it brings 
including BSU music camp. 


Rebecca: She has kept us posted on their busy 
life. She and kids will arrive on June 22nd and be 
at their Heber cabin most of the next seven weeks 
except for the first week in July when she will be 
here with us. 


We are going to plan something special for 
the Fourth. Anyone who wants to join us, let us 
know. 


John: John's job has been hectic but right now is 
a very crucial time for Ford. John said that the 
company VIP's pretty much agree that if Ford can't 
make money these next couple of years, they 
won't be in business by 2009. 


Mike: Marci's pregnancy is going well. They are 
having to adjust to another new ward since they 
were a part of the group of families who were 
severed from the old ward and added to an 
existing ward. Mike's work has its ups and downs 
and he isn't sure how long he is going to stay with 
the clinic but for now he is getting a lot of 
experience and honing his skills. 


Paul: Paul and Jenny reported on their good news 
with Paul's faculty advisor. We are so pleased 
that they have some deadlines and can move 
ahead. They are going with us to Michigan (or 
should | say we are going with them) and then will 
leave the kids with Laurel and me while they go 
house hunting in Midland on Monday. Jenny has 
already been there with her mom and sister but 
now Paul will be able to see what she saw and 
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maybe they can get a decision made. We are 
excited to be with them for his graduation on 
Friday. 


Tim: With the coming of summer, the 

dating prospects have improved; he is checking 
out the institute on campus and meeting a few 
people there. Life is always more exciting if there 
are some prospects! He enjoys his work and 
seems to enjoy the singles ward he is in. 


SaraKay: Life is slower and better for her these 
days-all the competitions are over. The 
Chambers had a short tour last weekend and she 
came home tired but the pressure is off. 


[Dad] Someone asked us the other day what we 
did to our kids that they are all located so far 
away. | just responded, we helped them get an 
education. 


One of the biggest events of the past week was 
the Cedar Badge Staff overnighter on Friday night 
and Saturday. It was a great event and very 
successful. We have over 400 participants signed 
up for this summer and still growing. It was our 
intent to get all the staff clothing given out and 
paid for so that it would simplify our time on the 
hill. 


After a long day of travel yesterday, we arrived 
safely in Madison, WI and are enjoying this time 
with Paul and Jenny and their sweet kids. Thanks 
for all the calls to Mom for Mother's Day--it was a 
special day for her. We had a great time in Burley, 
and | enjoyed being a part of Mike's setting 

apart. It is always gratifying to see the love and 
respect that each of you are achieving in your 
communities. 


May 27, 2007 


[Mom] We arrived home last night about midnight 
after catching our flight in Chicago. Our flight was 
delayed because there were 15 too many 
passengers on the flight and the airline was 
offering a flight voucher and other amenities if 
passengers would forfeit their tickets, soend the 
night at a hotel, and catch a flight out the next 
morning. After 15 people reluctantly responded to 
the request and we were nearly underway, the air 
controllers decided that if we used the longer 
runway, that those 15 could come back on and 
we'd be alright. When all was said and done, we 
left Chicago one hour and 10 minutes late but we 
had a long layover in Denver so we didn't mind. 


Whenever we fly, | wonder how in the world you 
kids have survived flying with your young children 


and babies. What a challenge! Daddy and | just 
curl up with a good book and enjoy the chance for 
some reading time but it would be such a 
challenge battling little ones in such cramped and 
confined spaces. 


Our time in Wisconsin and Michigan was 
wonderful. The pictures Paul and Jenny forwarded 
tell the tale of our comings and goings. It was so 
fun to share those days with them and be there to 
cheer Paul on. We thoroughly enjoyed meeting his 
faculty advisor and also having a brief time with 
Keith and Maggie, too. 


Our 7-hour trip to Michigan on Saturday was 
surprisingly pleasant. The kids were content to 
ride along listening to some Roald Dahl books and 
munch on snacks Jenny packed for the trip. Their 
new van sailed right along and it gave us time to 
visit with Paul since he had been working part of 
Thursday and Friday so that he could justify being 
gone for the weekend. 


He has a lot to finish up these next two months 
but his defense of his dissertation is scheduled for 
July 17th and if everything is completed, that is 
pretty much a formality. It is such a relief for them 
to be at this stage and have the end in sight. 


We arrived at John and Laurel's a little after three 
and the kids headed for the trampoline that John 
had installed, complete with pads and netting, just 
the day before. Like Jenny said in her letter, Ben 
and Beth love the Canton Larsen’s and they were 
fully involved from the moment we arrived. John 
and Laurel have a beautiful home in a very nice 
neighborhood on the outskirts of Canton and it is 
so attractively decorated including several 
pictures and other artwork from China (fancy 
that!). They seem happy and content and John 
really loves his job with Ford and is optimistic that 
the leadership are making the hard decisions that 
will enable the company to survive. It was fun to 
see Tessa's progress and to see what a ray of 
sunshine she is to the whole family. She crawls 
all over and is aware of all that is going on around 
her. And take it from me, there was a lot going on 
with seven children under eight years of age! 


On Monday Laurel and | babysat Paul and Jenny's 
bunch while they drove to Midland, Michigan and 
house hunted. Jenny has been there before with 
her mom and sister and she has been on the 
internet many, many hours becoming familiar with 
the area and the housing market. They found one 
home that was a strong possibility but also found 
a wonderful acre and % lot that they could build 
on. After they arrived home Monday night, we sat 
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talking about all the options. It's such a huge 
decision to buy a home and certainly worth all the 
time, energy and prayer that you can expend 

to make the right choice. 


[Dad] What a wonderful get-away. Our time in 
Wisconsin and Michigan was so rewarding and full 
of wonderful family time and things to see and 

do. At Madison, | had an hour and a half bike ride 
and lots of walking for exercise. In Canton, | took 
a long bike ride and saw some of the area up 
close and intimate. The requests never end from 
the grandkids to talk like Donald Duck-- my claim 
to fame. It was fun to have Tessa loosen up and 
let us hold her. Laurel said eight seconds with 
their Bishop had been the record. 


May 28, 2007 


[Mon] It's Monday afternoon, there is a 40-mph 
gale outside and SaraKay and | just finished 
planting our front flower garden. We have had the 
same plants in our front planter for the last 25 
years and SaraKay decided last fall that we were 
due for a change, so we totally destroyed 
everything and worked the ground the last few 
weeks preparing for a "face lift." SaraKay has 
been so busy that not until today did we find time 
to go to the garden center and select new plants 
to replace the old. Of course, | wanted an orderly, 
straight-lined arrangement with a nice blend of 
colors and she (inspired by Stephani's flower 
garden) wanted something more free-spirited. 
Fortunately (from years of practice), we came to 
an agreement without coming to blows and we 
ended up with what we hope will be an eye- 
pleasing and heart-warming display. Now to keep 
them watered and weeded until they take hold 
and get established. 


Last Friday we completed planting our garden, 
even planting some watermelon that came highly 
recommended by a friend who plants them every 
year. It feels good to have things in the ground. 


Our weekend was a busy one. On Saturday 
morning at 6:00 we left for UT to look at the lodge 
that we have rented for the family reunion. 
Although Jenny had given us an idea of what it 
was like, we felt like we needed to see it so we 
knew how to plan. We arranged to meet the 
owner at 10:00 and left here hoping to arrive 
close to the designated time. It took exactly 3 
hours and 20 minutes to get there; since we were 
early, we drove to the Deer Creek Reservoir and 
looked at the facilities there. At 10:00 we met 
with Josh and he took us through the lodge. Itis a 
large structure built in'78 and sits on a hillside 


with a large lawn, wrap-around deck, seven 
bedrooms, four baths, hot tub, kitchen, etc. 


Following our tour, we drove to the Jordanelle 
reservoir, picked up some brochures on the area 
and checked out the beaches. We then drove to 
Park City, had a picnic lunch, continued on to visit 
Grandma Ilene at Deniece’s, and then stopped 
enroute to Wellsville to pick up some things for 
Cedar Badge at Smith and Edwards. Daddy has 
been looking for an excuse to stop at that army 
surplus store for a long time and when he finished 
getting his purchases, he commented that he 
could have easily spent an entire day! It is quite a 
store! We couldn't believe the number of people 
that came and went. 


Our next stop was in Wellsville to enjoy dinner with 
Steve and Bonnie. They had gone to a lot of work 
to have things nice and we enjoyed the chance to 
see their yard, garden, and even the new sidewalk 
that got installed last week. To top off the evening 
Rachel, Nathan, and Chrissy performed on the 
piano and violin for us. Chrissy will be starting on 
the cello in a few weeks and she is really excited 
about that. Everyone is growing up and enjoying 
all the activities that accompany this busy stage of 
their lives. Bonnie continues to go to therapy and 
said that she can see improvement even though it 
is Slower than she would like. 


Sunday afternoon we visited Barbara and Allan's 
graves and just happened to be there when Gary 
and Linda and Ashley were there. We had a great 
visit with them and caught up on all their 

family news. Linda was leaving this week to go to 
Garon's and help with a new baby. She and 
Ashley spent a week in Albuquerque helping Lisa 
with her new baby just a few weeks ago. 


[Dad] It was reassuring to be in Midway and 
surrounding country and see how beautiful it is 
and to look forward to the reunion this July. The 
lodge where we will be staying is right by a trail 
head for hiking, mountain biking, or riding 
horses. It should be fun to hike or bike a few 
miles up that trail into the mountains overlooking 
Heber Valley. 


We went to Seminary Graduation on Wednesday 
night. It is just held on a stake basis now and 
there were only 1-4 kids per ward. It was kind of 
sad, after remembering what a big deal it used to 
be. SaraKay helped with the music--leading for 
Christian Esplin as he accompanied, and she was 
announced as a member of the seminary council 
for next year. With those from the other stake 
that were announced the following night when the 
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West stake had their part of graduation, she will 
be involved with many of her friends and it should 
be a great year for seminary. 


One of the highlights of our trip last week to 
Madison and Canton was going with John to the 
Rouge plant where the F-150 Ford pickups are 
assembled. What an awesome sight! John has 
almost converted me to giving Ford a try with our 
next vehicle. It was wonderful to have the time 
with Paul and Jenny and their family in Madison-- 
meeting some of their friends, taking pictures, 
barbecuing, attending graduation, and sharing in 
that special time. It was also a treat to have the 
time in Canton with John and Laurel and their 
family. We spent a lot of time sitting--driving to 
SLC, airplane to Denver, then to Chicago, bus to 
Madison, van to Canton, and then return. But | 
got in a couple of bike rides--with Paul around 
Madison and around John's neighborhood. 


June 6, 2007 


[Mom] Today is the first official day of the summer 
recess and SaraKay left for work at 7:50 and will 
get home about 4:00. | suspect that she will 
come dragging in but hopefully the job is going to 
work out for her. Several of her friends are on the 
crew with her so she won't be alone in her 

misery. Daddy continues to prepare for Cedar 
Badge. They have 480+ boys and girls signed up 
for the two weeks and about 215 youth and adult 
leaders! They are overjoyed! 


Our missionary efforts have gone into high gear 
with all the seasonal scout, Primary, and YW and 
YM programs. We are trying to see that every less 
active and non-member youth and child in our 
ward have an opportunity to participate in the 
summer activities. Most of them are thrilled with 
the invitation but it takes a lot of work to make it 
happen. The great part of all of this is that it gets 
us interacting with the parents, visiting in their 
homes, and explaining the resources of the 
Church available to them. Most are very 
appreciative and willing to work with us. Our 
present missionaries are very motivated and this 
past week they taught the discussions to five 
different families in our ward and we continue to 
provide them with contacts. Nolan himself made 
about 10 visits last week, most in the Latino 
community and we are starting to see things move 
there. Next week we are starting a class, free of 
charge, for the Latinos who want to learn to speak 
English. We are hoping to use this to get 
acquainted with our Latino neighbors. | have 
several in mind. 


Our trip to Logan to celebrate with the Bennion’s 
was wonderful. Linds's grandparents, Dick and 
Lucy Peterson, plus two of his brothers, Dave and 
Chris, were there for the festivities. We enjoyed 
the chance to renew our friendship with Lucy. She 
is over 80 now and still very bright and 

gregarious. She has always treated us so kindly 
and shown concern for us through the years. 
Shauntel and kids, Steve and Bonnie and bunch, 
and Daddy, SaraKay and | rounded out the guest 
list. Linds grilled his famous chicken and there 
was a wonderful buffet of various salads, drinks, 
chips, and other goodies to enjoy. It made fora 
busy evening by the time we visited, ate, and did a 
little clean-up before leaving for the stadium and 
the graduation ceremony. It was so fun to feel the 
excitement and be a part of it! Katie looked so 
impressive in her cap and gown and made us all 
proud. 


It was also nice to hear the orchestra that Sam 
plays in although the acoustics in the stadium 
weren't the best. The jazz band that performed 
during the ceremony was awesome! When | go to 
an event like that and see the bands, orchestras, 
and jazz bands, | get envious; why can't we 
provide that kind of an opportunity for the 
students in our district? 


The Snake River graduation was on Thursday 
evening in the high school gym. SaraKay was 
asked to play music during the time that the 
students got their diplomas. She has practiced 
faithfully for over a month and had several 
Broadway numbers to play. There was so much 
noise as the names were announced that it was 
almost impossible to hear the piano. We had 
warned her not to be too nervous about it but she 
said that when the first name was read and the 
crowd yelled, it kind of shook her up for a few 
minutes and she lost her place. She commented 
that it is hard to play when you can't hear what 
you are playing. The Chamber Singers performed 
"The Lord Bless You and Keep You" and it was 

a short and sweet program. 


When we arrived, we visited with Alden Hale who 
told us that the night before nine seniors, most of 
them the student body officers, had dumped a 
load of fresh manure at the front entrance to the 
school sometime during the night, inadvertently 
ramming the doors and causing over $2000 in 
damage. They had stolen a porta-potty and 
placed in on the roof above the entrance and 
poured gasoline over the large decorative rock in 
the front yard and lit it on fire. Although they tried 
to disable the video surveillance cameras, they 
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failed in the attempt and were identified the next 
morning when the deed was discovered. The 
administration met with the kids and their parents 
and all of them were denied the opportunity to 
participate in the graduation exercises that night. 
We knew almost all of the kids and were 
heartbroken for families who had their 
graduations ruined by this act. It was especially 
difficult to understand how the student body 
president and several of her council could even 
consider doing such a thing! It puta bit ofa 
damper on the whole affair for the community. | 
don't know why Snake River has such a tough 
time with these pranks. Remember "Cow Pie 
High." Why is everyone fascinated with manure?! 


| remember having all of you kids out for the 
summer and wondering that first week if | would 
be better off committing harikari than trying to get 
through another summer with lessons, jobs, three 
big meals a day, yard and garden to care for, and 
a hundred other things going on. | don't know how 
we did it and stayed sane! Life is so much more 
manageable these days! Mom 


[Dad] Today when | arrived at Rotary and sat down 
next to Merritt VanOrden, he commented that he 
had seen in one of their CPA journals that Tim had 
the 5th highest score on the CPA exam last year 
and extended his congratulations. The year he 
took it he was 4th in the state. Layne said that 
the pass rate is something like 12% of those who 
take it. What a blessing for Tim to have done so 
well. His time huddled around the heater in the 
basement in his hoodie paid off. 


Cedar Badge and all its details are still consuming 
most of my time and energy. We have a training 
for District volunteers this Saturday called "Blue 
Badge," but Sue and | are going to Salt Lake to 
support Don and Deniece with their 

wedding. While we are there, we are also getting 
all of Grandma llene's genealogy records so Sue 
can be the guardian of them. 


Nelson Mandela made this great statement: "Our 
deepest fear is not that we are inadequate. Our 
deepest fear is that we are powerful beyond 
measure. It is our light, not our darkness, that 
frightens us. We ask ourselves, 'Who am | to be 
brilliant, gorgeous, talented, and fabulous?’ 
Actually, who are you not to be? You are a child of 
God. Your playing small doesn't serve the world. 
There's nothing enlightened about shrinking so 
that other people won't feel insecure around you. 
We were born to make manifest the glory of God 
that is within. It's not just in some of us; it's in 


everyone! And, as we let our own light shine, we 
unconsciously give other people permission to do 
the same. As we are liberated from our own fear, 
our presence automatically liberates others!" 


June 12, 2007 


[Mom] The last few days before Daddy leaves for 
Cedar Badge are moving at a frenetic pace. He 
will leave early Thursday morning and be gone 
until June 30th. As usual, he will miss Father's 
Day. He has been gathering stuff together and 
been on the phone non-stop. Always a lot of last- 
minute details to attend to. It's always a relief to 
get him gone and start looking forward to when 
he'll be through with this for another year. 


The good news is that SaraKay will be attending 
Cedar Badge with a co-ed Venturing crew and so 
she will be seeing him that last week. She has 
been gathering and packing and I'm going over 
supply lists and locating everything she will need. 
It will be out of her comfort zone but she is looking 
forward to it and hopes to stay healthy. 


Daddy and | made a trip to SLC for Carleen's 
wedding on Saturday. We met Uncle Dick at 
Grandma's condo and loaded all of her 
scrapbooks, photo albums, genealogical binders, 
and anything having to do with Family History in 
our trunk. Grandma asked me to be the 
"repository" for all her Family History books and so 
| now have a closet-full of binders and other books 
that she has worked on for the last 20 years. | 
have big plans for getting it organized and doing 
what John did with Grandma Abby's history and 
photo album but | know I'll need to take it a step 
ata time and not get impatient with it all. 


We spent the night at the condo and then 
attended the wedding and dinner the next 
morning. Carleen was married in the Salt Lake 
Temple and the dinner was in the Joseph Smith 
Memorial Building. There was a couple of hours 
between the wedding and dinner when we 
participated in photos and then we wandered 
around Temple Square with Kathy and Dick, 
enjoying their company and marveling at the 
beautiful flower beds, shrubbery and fountains. It 
was a perfect summer day and there were new 
brides everywhere. Temple Square is such a 
peaceful and picturesque setting for a photo 
shoot and hundreds of well-wishers crowded the 
grounds. The area immediately around the 
temple was open to the general public and 
tourists wandered in and out, observing all the 
festivities. 
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When we were in the sealing room and Carleen 
and Brandon came in, | kept thinking of that 
phrase, "How beautiful are youth that are clean!” 
They really did look clean and it was a thrill to 
have all of Don and Deniece's endowed children 
and their spouses present for the 

ceremony. Bradley and Carolee aren't old enough 
but Bradley hopes to be on his mission by January 
following his 19th birthday in December. Don and 
Deniece can be very proud of their family! 


SaraKay is enjoying her job. We couldn't ask for 
better hours. She works 8-4:30 five days a week 
with time off for all of her special occasions. She 
is able to carpool and usually works at one of the 
schools in the district. Sne comes home tired but 
seems to be happy to be gainfully employed. It's a 
plus to have so many of her good friends on the 
crew. Last week she got to ride and drive the gym 
floor buffer and she really enjoyed that. They do 
everything from cleaning gum off of desks to 
scrubbing down the bleachers. 


[Dad] Sue gave you a little insight into my hectic 
life right now. It is a good thing | had nearly 3600 
carryover minutes on my cell phone for 
preparation. We were at 494 this morning with 
numerous calls about others wanting to sign up 
and some cancelling because of medical reasons 
or other conflicts. Making sure that we have 
everything in the way of equipment and supplies 
for participants and staff and that the camp is 
ready and so on, is a big job. In addition, | am the 
chaplain and have some preparation for that 
role. It was nice to get away for a little breather 
and go to SLC. We always enjoy driving together 
and seem to have so much to talk about. 


In the middle of getting ready for Cedar Badge it 
has become necessary to make a quick trip to 
Twin Falls in the morning to pick up the sugar for 
the Tiger Ear Booth. Thanks to Amalgamated 
Sugar for donating a ton of sugar 

again. Tomorrow night SaraKay and | are going in 
to the Blackfoot pool so she can pass off her swim 
check. Wednesday night | have Roundtable and 
then Thursday morning | am leaving for Treasure 
Mountain. 


June 17, 2007 


[Mom] Well, we've made it through four days 
without Daddy and it's been pretty dull! He left 
Thursday morning and spent most of the day 
running around Idaho Falls taking care of 
business. On Friday he called and had a list of 
items that he had forgotten and needed so 
SaraKay and | drove to the I.F. office and delivered 


the stuff to him. When he called yesterday and 
today, he was in high spirits and mentioned that 
last night they had honored him and some of the 
other leaders for their efforts. | think the final tally 
for boys attending is something like 530! Whata 
bunch to be responsible for! He mentioned that 
today they had gone as a group to attend church 
services in Driggs and then had their own services 
back in camp, for which he was responsible. He 
had taken a nap and was going on a walk to visit 
with the forest ranger about some items before 
getting into the week. | hope that he is able to 
have enough time to really enjoy the experience. 


SaraKay leaves Tuesday morning for a two-day 
youth conference at Manti and Snow College. She 
is excited for it! | leave Tuesday to visit Grandma 
and then meet Becky and bunch at the SLC 
Airport. | will help them with luggage and go with 
them to Heber and help them while Becky gets 
things done those first few hectic days. | guess 
they are in the final throes of packing and 
preparing and will fly out tomorrow. It is always a 
marathon, but certainly not as bad as it used to be 
when all the kids were so small. | always feel a 
sigh of relief when they touch down in the good ol' 
USA. 


Katie left on Thursday for Cambodia. Lindsay was 
in San Jose working and met Katie there during 
her layover. I'm assuming that everything went 
alright since | haven't heard anything. Usually, no 
news is good news. This will be a wonderful 
opportunity for Katie to see another culture and 
people. She is quite widely traveled for one so 
young. Two years ago, she visited Korea and now 
Cambodia. 


| have felt a little bit like Mormon these last 
couple of weeks. | have been slowly working away 
at compiling my life story. | am now at the years 
when | got so busy that | didn't write in a journal 
and we didn't yet have family letters. To jog my 
memory, | have been reading through family 
letters we received from Barbara and Allan and 
my folks. As | have read these letters and listened 
to a few tapes we made of special events, | am 
trying to piece together what | think is important to 
include. | read through all of Allan's letters from 
about '77-90 and really enjoyed the trip down 
memory lane. He was a wonderful husband and 
father (and father-in-law), a strong advocate for 
good, and a farmer through and through. | loved 
his frequent references to his farming operation 
and what was happening in regards to that. It's 
going to be hard for me to know what to include in 
my own history in regard to him and his influence 
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on my life and that of my children. Abridging is 
tricky business and | don't envy the job Mormon 
had as he faced hundreds of records to bring us 
the Book of Mormon. 


| guess | won't wait for Daddy to contribute since 
he is without his internet connection right 

now. He can phone me (if he stands ina 
particular place in the camp, is facing a particular 
direction, and if there is cloud cover.) 


June 25, 2007 


[Mom] SaraKay left at 5:45 this morning for Cedar 
Badge. She spent the better part of Saturday 
packing everything in her backpack and gathering 
supplies. We laughed when she finally finished 
and tried to get the pack on and almost fell 
backwards from the weight. Hopefully she can 
leave a few things behind in her tent when she 
arrives at camp and not have to haul it all with her 
when they leave camp for the backpacking portion 
of the week. She also had her sleeping bag, tarp, 
camp chair, and a handful of permission slips and 
other forms she had to deliver on arrival. She was 
excited and eager to go. 


About 11:00 | received a call from Daddy saying 
that she had arrived safely and was checked in. | 
know it will be sweet for SaraKay to share this 
experience with her dad. Steve said that it has 
been a truly amazing program this year and the 
adult and youth leaders are really pumped about 
how things have gone. | think it is "a feather in 
Dad's cap" to have been in charge of such a 
successful program. 


I'm here alone for the week but | don't mind. I've 
got lots of projects that I've wanted time 

for. Fortunately, SaraKay and | got the yard and 
garden spruced up last weekend so | don't have 
that to do until | get closer to the weekend. | will 
be leaving Thursday to attend Abby's wedding at 
the SLC temple at 1:00 and then ride with Lisa 
and Don and Deniece to the wedding dinner later 
that afternoon. | am looking forward to the 
chance to be together but not looking forward to 
the trip to Utah. | always feel trepidation about 
making the trip alone. If | compiled a list of 
"Things | Fear," | would put driving in Salt Lake 
traffic very close to the top. 


Let me tell you about my trip to help Becky get 
settled in Heber. | purposely left early on 
Tuesday so | could have a few hours with 
Grandma before picking up Becky and kids at 
6:30 p.m. | was pleased to have a good visit with 
Mom especially since she had another small 


stroke the evening before | arrived. Of course, 
Mom didn't remember anything but nevertheless 
it concerns us and is an indicator that she may 
not be as capable in the times ahead if these mini 
strokes continue. After having supper with 
Grandma, | left for the airport. | arrived early but 
that was okay since | had taken a good book and 
didn't mind waiting. 


All of the arrivals from the Delta terminal come 
down two escalators and so | positioned myself in 
a chair quite close to the escalators and began my 
watch for Becky and bunch. Before long a huge 
crowd had gathered in the area. It wasn't hard 

to figure out what they were there 

for. There were balloons, banners, babies, 

and extended family of all ages. As the flights 
arrived and the "Elders" and "Sisters" belonging to 
the crowd would be seen on the escalator, a huge 
cheer would go up from their family waiting at the 
bottom of the stairs. It was so fun to be an 
observer of this "Mormon ritual" of welcoming 
home a missionary and watching the cheers and 
tears as each missionary joined the circle 

of family and friends. In the course of the hour 
(the flight was late) | must have seen about 20 
missionaries arrive. It was quite a party and even 
a bit emotional for me as | thought back on 
homecomings we have been a part of. 


Becky's in-laws were bringing her car to the airport 
and going to be there with me to help her get her 
luggage loaded and situated. Dot and her 
daughter, Tiffany, and her three preschoolers 
soon arrived and within minutes we spotted Becky 
and her four on the escalator, smiling but a bit 
bedraggled. We had hugs all around and 
proceeded to the luggage area to await her bags. 


After waiting and watching there for a while we 
decided that Dot and me and Tate and J. Cole 
would go retrieve the cars and bring them up to 
the loading zone so we didn't have to worry about 
rolling six big cases as well as shepherding seven 
little children through the parking garage. It was a 
hot day and when we got to the loading zone, 

we rolled down our windows and waited in the car, 
expecting Becky and Tiffany to emerge any 
minute. Well, the minute turned into nearly 45 
and finally we saw them coming, empty-handed! 
All of her luggage was lost and would have to be 
delivered to Heber the next day! Finally, we were 
able to get on our way to Heber, albeit later than 
we had expected. 


| followed Becky in her car and was grateful to get 
through the valley and into the canyon where 
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traffic was lighter. We arrived with a tired bunch 
and soon got everyone down for the night. On the 
way to the cabin, as we were driving on 

a "washboard" of a road, | heard J. Cole in the 
back seat say, "This is the longest and bumpiest 
day of my life!" | thought it was an astute 
observation from a five-year-old. 


The next two days were busy helping Becky get 
moved back into the cabin. Major renovations 
were done this past year and the cabin was 
beautiful. Although the major pieces of furniture 
were in place, all the kitchen and bathroom and 
bedroom things had to be put away as well as the 
basement bedrooms moved into. It kept us both 
hopping and by the time | left Thursday afternoon 
we were both exhausted. But | felt like the bulk of 
the moving was done. Dot and Bruce were coming 
up to spend the weekend and | knew they would 
be good help for her in completing the task. The 
kids were so elated to be at their mountain 
retreat! 


As | drove home through Parley's Canyon and 
neared the Salt Lake Valley | decided that rather 
than hit the freeway at five o’clock | would take 
Foothills Drive, thinking | could miss city center 
and come out about on Beck Street and drop 
down onto the freeway by the refineries, missing 
all the congestion. | was pretty sure | knew where 
| was going since | had watched Daddy take Beck 
Street after Carleen's wedding and drive 
effortlessly out of the maelstrom of traffic near 
Temple Square. | hadn't gone far on Foothills 
Drive before | found myself in the rush of traffic, 
stoplights, etc. worse than anything | would have 
encountered on the freeway. There was nothing 
for me to do but keep driving, heading north. | 
soon saw signs for the U of U and other places 
and | knew | had to get west to the freeway. So, | 
dropped down and made my way, slowly, to 
Temple Square and then to the road Daddy took 
by the Kimball Condos and then tried to find Beck 
Street but to no avail. At that point | headed west 
again and when | found a major street | turned 
north, got on the freeway at sixth south (or north) 
and finally got myself headed home. What a scary 
ordeal for a little grey-haired grandma from a little 
podunk town in Idaho! Let me close with a quick 
update on family. 


Steph: Left this morning for stake Girls 

Camp. Linds and Josh attending week of scout 
camp with Linds in charge of troop. Sam working 
and leaving for Priest activity Thursday. Katie 
arriving home from Cambodia on Tuesday. 


Shauntel: Busy with Primary and summer 
activities. Randy is checking into job options 
since his present company is changing 
management and conditions of the contract will 
change. One in Michigan he could use his nuclear 
radiology expertise. 


Steve: Completed his stake day camp 
assignment. Will travel to Wisconsin this week on 
work assignment. Bonnie doing better. Rachel 
just returned from Girls Camp and gave first talk 
in Sacrament meeting 


David: Laurel and Anna attended BSU Music 
camp. They are in Provo with Grandma Laurel this 
week. Did baptisms for dead in SL temple and 
saw several of the Apostles in temple and visited 
with President Monson. Joseph is stepping up as 
helper to Mom. Kids growing. 


Becky: Now in Heber and has hung out her 
"Welcome" sign to friends and family. Will host a 
slumber party for her eight high school buddies at 
cabin this July. Steph will leave Girls Camp for few 
hours to visit her. 


John: Celebrated Tessa's first birthday 
with family trip to Cedar Pointe. Kids out of 
school. James attending basketball camp. 


Mike: Family trip to San Diego. Left last Friday 
and will spend night with Maren and Brock, visit 
Zoo and other sites, and attend dental convention 
on Monday and Tuesday. 


Paul: Has finally completed his dissertation. Will 
hand it in this week. Feels like Jim will like it. On 
schedule for July 17th defense. Driving out for 
reunions and vacation soon. 


Tim: Dating a lovely girl who lives in Boise. She 
has mission call to Brazil (nad it before she met 
Tim) and so Tim is trying to see her enough to 
decide if they like each other well enough to 
communicate for 18 months while she serves. 


SaraKay: Enjoying chance to take a break from 
work to be with her dad. 


Mom: Getting house and yard ready for July 4th 
celebration. (Kiddie pool, fireworks, sleeping on 
the trampoline and a cookout.) Still working out 
who and when people are coming. 


July 6, 2007 


[Mon] It's Monday night and we just got home 
from swimming at the Blackfoot pool. We went at 
a good time and had most of the pool to 
ourselves. Becky, SaraKay, and Daddy joined the 
kids in the pool but | stayed out and was the "go- 
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fer." It was fun to see how the kids are 
progressing in their swimming abilities. One of the 
perks of living in Seoul is that the kids have a pool 
available and swimming lessons offered 
throughout the school year so they swim for an 
hour three times a week. Maddie was giving 
SaraKay some tips on the different strokes and 
they are planning to go again before Becky leaves 
on Friday. 


(Thursday) Wow! We've had a busy couple of days 
with Becky and bunch, Mike and Marci and Amber 
joining us Tuesday night and Shauntel and 

family here for the Fourth. Becky left this morning 
for Idaho Falls for most of the day and I've been 
collecting myself after the hectic holiday. We have 
had absolutely gorgeous weather and some of the 
most beautiful evenings on record. Our shade in 
the back has made it pleasant for us and we've 
enjoyed it for evening activities. We had a 
barbeque last night and lots of good food before 
Shauntel and Randy put on a fireworks display 
that rivaled any done here in prior years. The kids 
were so hyped up that everyone was yelling and 
oohing and ah-ing and giving Randy lots of 
positive feedback. | hoped that one of our 
neighbors wouldn't call the cops on us for 
disturbing the peace. Fortunately, we finished up 
by 10:30 and shepherded a bunch of tired kids to 
bed by 11:00. Other than a burn on Larsen's foot 
we survived the annual sparkler activity. Daddy 
bought a box of giant sparklers and just before he 
and Randy and Shauntel started lighting them, 
one of the kids asked how many they could 

have. He said he had a box of about 5000 and 
everyone would get their share. Of course, there 
weren't really that many but we did have plenty to 
go around. 


[Dad] It is hard to get back into the rhythms here 
after being gone for 17 days. This morning | got 
up at 4:50 to take our water turn and take my 
morning ride. It is sure a lot more peaceful at that 
time of day than it is even an hour later. | have 
been busy returning unused merchandise from 
Cedar Badge, making out my expense report, 
writing check requests to reimburse people for 
Cedar Badge expenses, answering my emails, 
taking care of last-minute requests and so on. As 
a council, we made Winner's Circle by the skin of 
our teeth and Joaquin and | are being recognized 
for going above and beyond. My service area and 
team—"Men in Black,” was the only full team to 
qualify and we went over enough to carry some of 
the other areas--they carried my service area in 
the past, so what goes around comes around. 


Becky's kids are sure growing and fun to have 
around. | realize how the routine around here is 
pretty quiet and normal. Having them here has 
made me aware of how used to my usual routine | 
am and how it doesn't fit-quietly reading the 
scriptures and the newspaper before breakfast vs. 
watching morning cartoons and feeding many 
munchers with my chair usually occupied. 


July 10, 2007 


[Mom] We have a big week ahead including 
attending a Larsen reunion with Daddy's siblings 
in Denver, Girl's Camp for SaraKay, missionary- 
ing, preparing to speak in church Sunday, and 
hosting Tim and Lucy for the weekend. Lucy's 
roommate from BYU, Kathryn Esplin, is getting 
married this weekend and Lucy is coming to 
attend the reception. Tim thought it would be a 
good idea for us to meet her since they have been 
seeing a lot of each other so he offered to bring 
her for the reception and have her (and her friend) 
stay here for the weekend. We won't be back 
from Denver until the wee hours of the morning on 
Sunday but hopefully we will have some time that 
afternoon to get acquainted before they head 
back to Boise. 


Our fun week with Becky ended on a difficult 
note. About an hour and a half after seeing Becky 
and the kids off for Heber, we received a distress 
call. She had been nearly to Malad when she 
sensed something amiss with the car and quickly 
pulled over to the side of the road to check on 

it. Upon investigating, she discovered that one 
tire was completely shredded. She called her 
road-side maintenance people and they 
dispatched someone to assist her. Because she 
drives a Volvo, a tire was not readily available and 
would take hours to retrieve so she opted to drive 
to Tremonton on the little donut tire provided in 
her car and check for a tire there. Well, to make a 
long story short, five hours later she and the kids 
resumed their trip to Utah, hot (100+) and 

tired. What was supposed to be a routine trip 
turned out to be a marathon for all of them. We 
were so relieved to know that they were home and 
safe. The men who helped her with the tire 
mentioned that it was miraculous that she hadn't 
lost control of the car with the blowout. The 
blowout had something to do with the tire 
pressure and the hot temperatures we were 
having and so they were sure to check the other 
tires for similar problems before sending her on 
her way. 
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On Saturday we had a good day getting things 
done around the house and yard. Daddy tackled 
the garage and after eight hours of hard labor and 
sorting, he pronounced it clean. What a great 
relief to have it done so thoroughly! It has been 
so long since he has had a weekend to do 
anything but scouting and it felt good to have him 
around for a change. SaraKay caught up on her 
practicing since she has been gone to Cedar 
Badge and then helped entertain company for the 
last week. She would practice the piano, do 
something else, and then go in and practice some 
more. One time she commented, "It feels so good 
to be back and on the piano again!" She will leave 
Wednesday for Girls Camp so her summer has 
been full of interruptions but | know these breaks 
are good for all of us before returning to the 
routine of school. 


| thought | would include an update on Shaunnie 
and Randy. Randy's situation with his present 
job/new management and revised contract has 
convinced him that he needs to make a 

change. His research into possible jobs has led 
him to positions available in nuclear radiology in 
Utah, Michigan, and Arkansas. He is doing his 
homework on each job and made inquiries. They 
are relatively certain that a change of employment 
will require a change of residence so they put their 
home on the market last weekend. Of course, this 
process of making a change will probably take 
months but they have taken the first step. When | 
visited with Shaunnie about it on Saturday, she 
admitted that she dreads making the change and 
moving away from family again, but the life style 
of the night-hawk radiologist is difficult on the 
family and both she and Randy feel that he would 
be happier with a regular position with a hospital, 
working a day shift and some on-call. We wish 
them well as they sort through their options and 
make a decision. 


[Dad] Most of the week has been taken up with 
sorting out details and following up with 
reimbursement requests for those who had out of 
pocket expenses for Cedar Badge. With all the 
expenses | had incurred my reimbursement check 
ended up being $3,000. Preparations are already 
underway for next year's course. We have a great 
new board of directors and Aaron Kirkham, son of 
Kirk and Jill Kirkham, is the chairman of the 
board. | am constantly amazed at the spiritual 
strength and leadership skills and insight of these 
young leaders. 


One of the things | appreciate about Cedar Badge 
is the emphasis on patriotism and appreciation of 
our flag and all it stands for. We had inspiring flag 
ceremonies with yours truly bugling and playing 
"To the Colors" for flag raisings and "Retreat" for 
retrieving of the colors. We also retired a couple 
flags where we respectfully burned old worn-out 
flags and | would play taps while they were being 
consumed. One of the traditions of Cedar Badge 
is "The Flags of Freedom." Each historical flag 
that has flown over the US is represented as well 
as a few others that have significance to Cedar 
Badge. It amounts to about 30+ flags that are 
briefly introduced as they march in across the 
stage and salute the audience. They are then 
lined up along the sides of the audience and 
salute the color guard as they post the current US 
flag. Then they are posted together in their own 
holes in the ground with a resounding thwonk. All 
in all, itis an impressive sight and certainly adds 
to one's appreciation for the flag. At a couple of 
the flag retiring’s, we had a color guard of 
National Guardsmen who each spoke about what 
the flag or the Constitution of our country meant 
to them and their thoughts about serving abroad 
in lraq or other locations. It was very powerful and 
touched many hearts. 


Sue mentioned cleaning the garage--it has needed 
it for a long time and | filled up the garbage 
container and the back of the pickup with 

"stuff." | still need to do some deep cleaning of 
stuff that is stored on the shelves and in boxes in 
the corner. But it seems wonderful to have some 
room in the garage and to have it clean of debris 
and spider webs. One day we will have to really 
get serious and throw away a lot more stuff that 
we are hanging on to for some future use that is 
bound to occur. 


July 16, 2007 


[Mom] We returned home from Denver Saturday 
evening in time to visit for a minute with SaraKay 
before she left for her date. She had returned 
that morning from Girls Camp. Tim, Lucy, and 
Lucy's niece, Heather, arrived Friday night and the 
two girls attended a reception for Kathryn Esplin 
who was an FHE sister at the Y. They spent Friday 
night here and then toured Yellowstone on 
Saturday. Tim got tickets for the Playmill on 
Saturday and they attended a performance there 
before returning home at about 10:30. We had 
just a few minutes with them Saturday night 
before we all retired. 
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Sunday was the usual whirlwind and we regretted 
that we didn't have some quiet one-on-one time 
with Tim and Lucy before they left following 
sacrament meeting. But Tim wanted the visit low 
key since Lucy is undecided about her mission 
and he didn't want us putting any pressure on 
her. She is certainly a lovely and very pretty girl 
and easy to have around. Tim said that the plan 
now is for her to attend some of the reunion so 
that will be fun for all of us. 


Our trip to Denver was enjoyable. We left about 
seven Thursday morning, going through 
Montpelier and Soda Springs and then across a 
dry stretch of Wyoming. By the time we got to 
Mark and Rita's, it was about 6:00 p.m. We were 
the first to arrive except for their married 
children. It was fun to renew acquaintances with 
everyone. Jeanie and Scott arrived a while later 
as did Staff and Matt. On Friday Karen, Jim, and 
Josh arrived enroute home from Philmont Scout 
Ranch in New Mexico. 


On Friday the younger set went to a water park 
and we went miniature golfing and to a museum 
in Denver. Following dinner that night the 

family stood around the piano and sang some 
favorite songs and hymns. It was a thrill to be a 
part of it. The Larsen siblings have such 
wonderful voices! Originally, we had planned to 
go to the park with the group on Saturday 
morning, have lunch and then leave for home, but 
we got nervous about all we had to do at home 
and decided to leave earlier. We said our 
goodbyes and were on the road by 10:00. Here is 
an update on the family. 


Mark and Rita: Have done a wonderful job of 
remodeling and modernizing their home. Decided 
not to sell for a while and just wait until the 
market is stronger. Wonderful hosts! Thanks, 
Mark and Rita. Jessica continues to work to be 
more independent with walking and eating. Can 
communicate through whispering and enjoys 
being a part of family activities. Jeanette and Josh 
live in Rupert where they have bought and fixed 
up a home. Jeanette is expecting a baby in 
October and they have two cute little girls, Aundra 
and Sadie. Josh is a manager for Wal-Mart. Jeff 
and Nicole are living with Mark and Rita. They are 
very happy and compatible. Nicole is such a 
sweetheart. JoEllen and Shawn are living in 
Henderson where Shawn is selling satellites and 
Jo works at Costco. Shawn will be in school at U of 
| for one year before transferring to Seattle for the 
balance of his medical school years. 


Jeanie and Scott: Scott continues to be the music 
director for Show Low School District. The high 
school now has 800 students and Scott not only 
does the choral but directs the musical each year. 
Jeanie is stake RS president. David, home in 
November from his mission to Ohio, is enrolled at 
a community college in Northern Arizona and is 
planning to go into Engineering. Bethany is a part 
of a rock band that recently went to New York to 
make a CD of their songs. She plays the keyboard 
in the band as well as singing. Lots of fun! She 
will be a senior this year and is planning to attend 
college where David attends. Jeanie's three 
daughters, Miken, Maren, and Julianne all live in 
CA and enjoy having family close. Christian and 
Lacie are in Boston and he will be starting his 
doctorate degree this fall. His major is theory and 
composition. Jeremy and Marcia are in Provo 
attending UVSC. 


Staff is working for a company that repairs and 
rearranges displays in large stores. He travels 
around for the different jobs and will usually work 
the hours that the store is closed so his hours are 
irregular. Matt is relocating from Minnesota to 
Ogden and will stay with Jenn and her family until 
he gets established. 


Karen, Jim, and Josh had just attended LDS Week 
at Philmont and had a wonderful time. Teresa just 
reached her "hump" day in Taiwan and Jacob is 
looking forward to his time in the mission 

field. Josh has really grown this last year and is 
about 6'5"! 


Our prayers are with Paul as he defends his 
doctorate work. He hopes to be completely 
finished after the defense. The moving van will 
arrive on Wednesday and depending on their 
schedule, Paul and Jenny will leave for Idaho on 
Thursday. They will stay here with us until reunion 
time and then Jenny and kids will soend some 
time with her family before joining Paul in 
Michigan. John and Laurel leave this weekend for 
Utah and will be there with Laurel's sister until 
they go to Becky's until the reunion. 


[Dad] One of the biggest events of the past week 
was speaking in Sacrament Meeting on 

Sunday. We were given the topic of "The Divine 
Role of the Founding Fathers." Sue did an 
outstanding job (as usual). She gave some of the 
history and setting of the Constitutional 
Convention. Then | followed up with discussing our 
role and responsibility to preserve and pass on 
the freedoms guaranteed by the Constitution. | 
reflected on the opportunity to stand in 
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Independence Hall when | went to the National 
Jamboree ten years ago and then went on with 
quotes showing the religious bent of our Founding 
Fathers and referred to a couple of talks by 
President Benson on what we should do to 
preserve our freedoms. We received a lot of 
compliments on our talks and we both felt like we 
preached the Gospel and gave some real meat. 


We continue to be amazed at the many ways 
people are reaching out and fellowshipping our 
neighbors who are not LDS or are inactive. This 
coming Sunday we are meeting outside with a 
special Pioneer emphasis, a two-hour block, and 
fried chicken and pot luck following. We are 
hoping to get a lot of our contacts to that 
meeting. The English/Spanish class has been 
drawing about 12 Latino sisters each week and 
growing. In fact, because of it there were more 
investigators than members at the Relief Society 
pot luck last Thursday. 


I'm glad Sue gave you an update on family from 
the reunion. It was a great time and we 
thoroughly enjoyed ourselves—even though she 
and | had the highest scores on the miniature golf 
course. 


| thought about Jim (Staff's son) when | read the 
following anecdote. Southwest Airlines' VP of 
People is often asked the question: How do you 
get your people to be so nice? Her answer is 
always the same..."We hire nice people." It 
sounds almost too simple to feel important, but 
"hiring nice people" has been the cornerstone of 
their amazing success in a highly competitive 
industry. Remember, "You can't send a duck to 
eagle school." You can't teach someone to smile, 
to want to serve, you can't teach personality. | am 
so blessed to live in a family of eagles. Love, DAD 


July 24, 2007 


[Mom] On Sunday morning Daddy and | were at 
choir practice when Jenny took a phone call from 
Deniece informing us that Grandma Ilene had 
fallen and fractured her pelvis. She was 
completing a phone call and getting off the bed to 
return the phone to its holder when she lost her 
footing and tumbled. Fortunately, she hung on to 
the phone and when one of Deniece's kids called 
a few seconds later, both Deniece and Grandma 
answered and Grandma was able to let Deniece 
know that she was on the floor in the bedroom. 
They called for an ambulance and checked her in 
to the Davis Hospital on Saturday at 5:00 p.m. By 
the time the preliminary testing and work was 
done, it was midnight. 


Sunday was a rough day but by Monday Grandma 
had settled down and was doing better. Today 
Deniece (Kathy is in CA for a family reunion) is 
checking Grandma into a care center where she 
will receive extensive therapy and have the help 
she needs. Deniece will give me the info on the 
care center and phone number so that you can 
check in on Grandma when you are in the 

area. She will be at a center that is just a few 
minutes from the Bountiful Temple. Kathy gets 
home tomorrow and | am scheduled to stay with 
Mom next week so hopefully we can help her get 
through this time of transition. Right now, it is 
"taking one day at a time" so we will keep 
everyone posted on her status. 


We've had a fun and busy weekend with Mike and 
Marci and Amber here for a few days and Paul 
and Jenny arriving on Friday from Wisconsin. They 
drove straight through once they left Wisconsin 
and brought one of Jenny's friends and her baby 
with them and dropped them off for a reunion in 
Pocatello. They arrived about four o’clock on 
Friday and when | opened the front door, they 
were a very welcome sight although | must admit 
they were all looking pretty hot and tired! I've 
decided that although they didn't arrive from 
some foreign country, they still had jet lag and 
Beth, Ben, and Sophie had some catching up on 
sleep to do before they got acclimatized to Idaho. 


On Saturday we drove to Rexburg and took the 
deluxe temple tour with Chad. It was probably a 
bigger group than he was expecting but he was 
very sweet and gave us lots of insights and 
information. It is an absolutely gorgeous temple 
and can be seen for miles around! Just a few 
details that may be of interest: The wood used for 
major pillars and trim throughout the temple has 
been shipped from Africa and the "China White" 
stone that is the exterior comes from Washington 
state. The marble used on counter tops and 
baseboards comes from Israel. There are cut 
glass windows with crafted wheat stalks 
throughout the building and there will be two 
endowment rooms with murals on the walls. Chad 
has seen the canvas murals and says they are 
breathtaking. One is of a valley and the other is 
entitled something like "Mountain Grandeur" and 
there is a huge bull moose that stands against a 
backdrop of the Tetons. It was a rare treat to 
have Chad also tell us of his experiences with 
some of the Apostles coming through and their 
comments and personalities. 


Following our tour, we had pizza with Chad and 
Trish at their home in Rexburg and got to meet 
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their sweet family. We didn't get to see much of 
the older kids because they were all engrossed 
with the Harry Potter books they purchased the 
night before at midnight. | know some of the rest 
of you have also got your noses in your Harry 
Potter books this weekend. SaraKay included. 


We have had unusually hot weather this past 
week and today Paul and Jenny are out back 
letting the kids play in the kiddie pool. It's been so 
nice to have them here and to get acquainted with 
their family again. Tonight, we are having a wiener 
roast in the pasture and Beth and Ben have been 
collecting interesting artifacts in the ditch and 
playing hide and seek. Nothing like having young 
children around to remind us of what an amazing 
world we live in even if at times it seems pretty 
mundane to us. Today they left to spend the day 
with Mike and Marci in Burley and tomorrow leave 
for Bountiful so they can visit some old Madison 
friends before arriving at the reunion on 

Thursday. | know they are excited to make this 
new transition and it sounds like they already 
have some friends in Midland who are anxious for 
their arrival. We're just grateful that they are able 
to be with us and could leave Wisconsin with all 
the loose doctorate ends tied. Next Wednesday 
Jenny's brother, Mark, is returning from Russia 
and they are having a family reunion plus a Cutler 
reunion. 


We're grateful John and Laurel arrived safely and 
hope all went well with their trip. Hopefully each 
of you will arrive in Heber safe and sound. | feel 
like I've thought about this reunion for so long that 
| can't hardly believe it is finally here. We are 
excited to be together and pleased to hear that 
Lucy will be coming with Tim. (That means we all 
have to be on our best behavior!) Chet will get the 
award for coming the farthest (arriving 
Wednesday from Korea) and John and Laurel 
should get an endurance award for making that 
horrendous trip twice in a two-week period! Love 
to all. Mom 


[Dad] One of the insights Chad gave us was that 
the Church went to Africa for the woodwork, to 
Israel for the floor tiles, and to Home Depot for the 
shower room tile. He said that there is always a 
balancing act between cost, time and quality. One 
of the interesting features is the size of the 
sealing rooms. He said no one will ever have to 
limit family participation in wedding/sealings 
because of the large size of the sealing rooms. 
Another interesting feature was all the mechanical 
being on the top floor instead of the 

basement. But the mechanical room is finished 


off in such a way that they could have 3" of water 

on the whole floor before anything would leak to a 
lower level. The artist who has done the paintings 
for the two Room A's is a friend of mine--a scouter 
from Rexburg--Leon Parsons. His son, Jordan, was 
one of the Cedar Badge board members this year. 


We had a staff meeting today and celebrated the 
council making "Winner's Circle" at the end of 
June by having lunch at Johnny Carino’s. We have 
a wonderful team of professionals right now and 
there really isn't a weak link. | am sure beginning 
to feel my age around them because all of them 
are so much younger than |. me. The closest one 
is the Endowment Director and he is 5 or 6 years 
younger. 


A great quote to end with comes from Sarah 
Breathnack: "When we choose not to focus on 
what is missing from our lives but are grateful for 
the abundance that's present...we experience 
heaven on earth." So true!! We are so blessed, 
and the attitude we adopt towards our abundance 
or life's little lackings makes all the difference in 
the joy of the journey. 


August 7, 2007 


[Mon] I've been digging out from under a 
mountain of dirty laundry this morning and trying 
to restore order after our busy weekend in 
Heber. It is such a relief to know that everyone 
arrived home safely and that our reunion wasn't 
marred with accident or injury. 


We stopped by enroute home and had a visit with 
Grandma. | was grateful that Kathy was 

there when we arrived so that | could spend a few 
minutes with her. She reiterated what Deniece 
had told me about the pelvic fracture and the 
need for Mom to have constant supervision. The 
last few days Mom has been very agitated and 
abusive to the nurses and complains of constant 
pain. She had such a difficult day yesterday that 
Kathy and Deniece met with the doctor and they 
all agreed that they would sedate Mom for a few 
days until she settles down. Right now, Kathy and 
Deniece are visiting daily and trying to help her 
with this transition. They asked me to wait to 
come until one of them has commitments that 
would keep them from visiting her every day. | 
guess | am "on call" and will go when they need 
me. 


When | called yesterday Mom was crying. | hada 
long visit with Deniece this morning and she 
talked the situation through with me and helped 
me understand why they are doing what they are. 
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| appreciated Deniece and Kathy and their watch 
care over Mom. It is rough to accept that she is 
getting worse and that we are at this stage of her 
life. If any of you are in the Bountiful area and 
want to stop in, the care center is only about five 
minutes from the exit. It isn't being in the care 
center that is upsetting her. She is just angry that 
she can't pass away and get this time of her life 
over. We all need to understand that she has 
dementia and is not her normal cheerful 

self. We request that you fast with us this Sunday 
in her behalf. 


We appreciated everyone's efforts to be with us at 
the reunion. | always come away from our time 
together with renewed determination to keep 
having these reunions. | realized how much 
strength we draw from one another and how 
important it is to strengthen family bonds. | 
visited with the owners of the lodge this morning 
and they were very pleased at how clean we left it 
and said they will start taking reservations after 
the first of the year and we can schedule it at that 
time. 


August 8, 2007 


[Mom] Last weekend was quite a challenge for 
us. Several weeks ago Daddy's high school friend, 
Leonard Hart, called and asked him if he would 
help cook the dinner for their 45th class 

reunion. Steve agreed to help and also offered to 
let Leonard stay here if he wanted to for the 
weekend. Leonard agreed and although | wasn't 
too excited about hosting, | tried to be a good 
sport and go along. As the time got closer Daddy 
called Leonard and let him know that we had a 
wedding on Friday night and wouldn't be here 
when he arrived from the airport but Leonard said 
that they would be okay and would make 
themselves at home until we arrived later. 


On Thursday the dinner appointment for the 
missionaries fell through for Friday night and so 
we arranged for them to have dinner with us at 
five, alerting them to the situation with our 
needing to leave for the wedding at 

6:00. Thursday Mark called and asked if he and 
Jessica could stay here Friday night after the 
wedding and we told him that Leonard would be 
here but they were more than welcome to join the 
party. 


We thought we were right on top of things and 
ready to leave for Pocatello when Leonard and his 
wife arrived early and we needed to help them 
find freezer and fridge space for the ingredients 
for the menu for the reunion. | had defrosted one 


of my freezers in the garage so that | had space 
there but my frig was filled to the brim from 

our family reunion leftovers and it was a trick to 
get things moved around and him settled at the 
last minute. 


It was nearly 6:15 when we pulled out of Blackfoot 
and we worried sick that we were going to be late 
and miss the ceremony. When we arrived, Daddy 
dropped us off and he went to park and we 
hurried in, barely ahead of the wedding party. 


It was a beautiful garden wedding and Amanda 
and Ryan looked so happy. Rick and Terry had 
lots of friends and family that attended and the 
Larsens were well represented by Gary and Linda, 
Mindy and Ashley, Karen, Jim, Josh, and Jacob 
(who is leaving for USU this month), Daddy, 
SaraKay and me, Mark, Jessica, Jeanette, and 
Josh. Of course, everything was done with style 
and Terry's family had prepared a scrumptious 
buffet with all their 

specialties! Terry's family always treat us like 
royalty and it was such a pleasure to be with 
them. After visiting and enjoying the festivities, we 
hurried home to our guests. 


Upon arriving home, we visited until nearly 11:00 
about the reunion and just what needed to be 
done to have the meal ready by 6:30. | knew that 
Daddy had a lot to get done to prepare for leaving 
Monday morning but we could both see that most 
of Saturday would be used to entertain Leonard 
and Shirley since they didn't need to start cooking 
until 3:00. Leonard wanted to cook breakfast for 
us so we had a wonderful breakfast of eggs 
benedict before Mark and Jessica left for Jeanette 
and Josh's in Jerome. The balance of the day was 
spent visiting and gathering the equipment we 
needed for the shrimp boil that night. 


Daddy left at three to go in and help cook and | 
used the hours before | had to leave to type up 
our agenda for our correlation meeting Sunday as 
well as our weekly missionary report. By the time | 
arrived at the reunion Daddy was involved with 
cooking potatoes, corn on the cob, onions, 
sausage and shrimp in large pots. It was 
interesting to see the process and the menu was 
a big hit, but needless to say, we were all pooped 
by the time the night was over. We headed for 
home ahead of our guests but we were still 
involved with visiting until late that night. 


When Daddy left for his early meetings on Sunday, 
he went into the office to prepare some of what he 
needed for the week at Krupp Hollow and | 
entertained again until Leonard left at nine to 
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prepare breakfast for the class. We chose not to 
participate in the Sunday activity. 


By the time Sunday was over, we were exhausted 
from all the entertaining. It was quite a challenge 
for both of us to tackle that kind of a weekend 
right after the big reunion the weekend 

before. Once we got Daddy off on Monday, 
SaraKay and | have had a more leisurely time. We 
have mowed lawn, shopped for school, 
volunteered at D.I., and just got a lot of good 
things done. We are looking forward to a visit with 
Steph, Katie and Josh this weekend. There is a 
chance that Shauntel and Randy will be driving to 
Little Rock this weekend and then flying back in 
three weeks to finalize their adoption and have 
Drake sealed to them. We are so pleased that 
Randy has found a job that will utilize his nuclear 
radiology expertise and we feel like it will be 
enjoyable for him to associate with a team that he 
admires and enjoys. Of course, this is a major 
change for their family but | think Shauntel is 
excited for this career move for Randy and willing 
to be supportive, even in Arkansas. 


Becky arrived safely back to Seoul today although 
Tate had a bad bout of motion sickness that made 
the trip miserable for him. Paul started work on 
Monday and Jenny will be flying with the three 
little ones this weekend. That will be quite a 
challenge for her alone. | continue to check in with 
Grandma each day and visit with Kathy and 
Deniece about her progress. They are doing their 
best to give her good care but right now she hurts 
and the doctors are trying several different things 
to help manage the pain. She is going to therapy 
sessions with the hope that it will help her be 
more mobile. 


August 12, 2007 


[Mom] Steph, Katie, and Josh have been here for 
the weekend and we've had a fun time with 
them. We've played games, watched meteorites, 
jumped on the trampoline, watched movies and 
played Wii. Yes, even Daddy and | played 

Wii! When Steph called and said that they wanted 
to come for the weekend, | asked them if they 
wanted to go swimming, to the zoo, or anything 
else and she said, "No, we'll bring the party with 
us." We had a great time together. It's beena 
melancholy time to think that this is Katie's last 
weekend living at home. She is moving into the 
dorms next week. Hard to believe! 


Shauntel and Randy have had a big week, 
too. Originally, they thought they would all have to 
fly back from Arkansas to sign adoption papers 


and have Drake sealed to them but after 
consulting a different lawyer, they found that they 
could have a court date on Monday, the 13th, 
have the temple sealing done on Tuesday, and be 
on their way Tuesday afternoon. It's been a 
whirlwind since they received notice on Friday of 
this newest development. They are anxious to 
move so Camille can get started on time in her 
new school and Randy's employers want him 
there, the sooner the better. Allin all, they are 
excited about this opportunity although it has 
really been a challenge to tie up loose ends. It's 
good to have Daddy back. He usually returns 
refreshed and invigorated after these training 
sessions. He especially enjoys the wonderful 
people who attend and their commitment and 
sacrifices for the scouting movement. It's getting 
harder for him to enjoy sleeping in a tent and 
sharing a communal bathroom but he never 
complains. SaraKay and | think life gets awfully 
stale without a "man around the house." 


| heard from Paul last night. He is enjoying his 
new job, the people he works with, and the 

ward. It sounds like there are several other young 
couples who will form a nucleus of friends for 
them. He has been able to get a lot done this 
past week but is anxious for wife and family to 
arrive. 


FYI: Marci is scheduled for a c-section on 
September 20th. Tim hasn't checked in for a 
while so we aren't sure just how the relationship is 
going. SaraKay has finished her summer job and 
is on the count-down for her senior year. Steve 
has decided to stay with present employment for 
the time-being. David and Andrea are leaving for a 
weeklong family vacation. Becky is back safely 
and kids are in school for new year. Laurel joined 
us on chat last week and she seemed in good 
spirits and happy to have summer winding 

down. Love to all. Mom 


[Dad] Sue was right, | come home from these 
trainings in awe of the talents and abilities and 
willingness to sacrifice so much for scouting of 
those involved. Akela's Trail is unique to our 
council. It is a wonderful training experience for 
Cub Scout leaders and gives them a plethora of 
ideas for ceremonies, cheers, run-ons, songs, 
cheers, activities and so on. They come on course 
like a new cub scout and are assigned to a den 
and they end up bonding with those in their den 
and the pack as a whole. We had six dens of five 
participants and one den had an extra one. The 
way things worked out each den had one man in 
it. The den leaders had been preparing for 
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months to teach the individual lessons taught in 
the den site and teaming up with others on the 
staff for the other teaching lessons taught to the 
pack as a whole. So, it has some similarities with 
Wood Badge. It was a great experience and | am 
glad to have had that exposure to cubbing. 


Now | have to get serious about Tiger Ears, the 
University of Scouting, and Pow Wow which are 
coming down the pike altogether too fast. | am 
grateful for my job but sometimes wish | had just 
a little more down time to do some things | would 
like to do. Monday night SaraKay and Sue joined 
us for the staff dinner at Krupp Hollow and met 
some of the people | work with. It was fun to 
come home to Steph, Katie, and Josh. We had 
some great burritos with steak in them that Steph 
had grilled outside and visited and played Wii. 


August 21, 2007 


[Mom] Several of you have asked about 

Grandma. Since | have been unable to reach her 
by phone, | have been calling Kathy to see how 
things are going. When | called her Wednesday, 
she said they thought Mom was having small 
strokes or seizures which caused her speech to be 
slurred for several hours after. | knew when we 
visited her that she seemed distant in many ways 
but in other ways she was sharp. She recognized 
Jenny, SaraKay, and me as well as Daddy when he 
arrived later. She visited with Jenny about moving 
to Midland and asked SaraKay about 

school. SaraKay told her that she was applying to 
attend BYU-| a year from now. She then asked 
Grandma what she had majored in when she had 
been a student at USU. Without a hesitation she 
gave her classic response, "Boys!" It had us 
smiling since we've heard her say that so many 
times in the past. It's no wonder my classic 
response (as recorded in our family feud survey) is 
"I'm not against a little good-night kiss!" Like 
mother...like daughter. 


When | talked to Kathy last night, she said that 
Mom is in and out of consciousness now and has 
pretty much quit eating. She is not in any pain but 
complains of being extremely tired. Kathy keeps 
reassuring her that she should just relax and let 
the sleep come but for some reason she is 
fighting it. Charles and Nathan have both been 
there within the last two weeks and | am going 
again this week. 


Kathy says Mom is ready to go and | know she is 
but it seems like just a few weeks ago that she 
was healthy and pretty much taking care of 
herself. | know it would be a blessing for her so 


we are encouraging everyone to pray that she will 
be able to slip away. | can't even think about her 
passing without tearing up but | know it is the best 
thing and that I've got to come to grips with losing 
her. She has truly been my friend, my confidant, 
and my exemplar, and it's hard to imagine facing 
the ups and downs of life without being able to 
call and confide in her. | don't know how | would 
have survived without her support and love. 


Our time in the temple was beautiful and 
poignant. The hectic schedule that Shauntel and 
Randy had been on with their court date on 
Monday, finalizing plans for the listing of their 
home, lining up help for the yard, preparing the 
house for sale, packing what they would need for 
living in a hotel for a month, and all the other 
myriad details of leaving had occupied the bulk of 
the previous week and it was no surprise that the 
children were feeling the effects of all the 

activity. | had hoped to get acquainted enough 
with Drake that he might come to me and | could 
help with him in the temple but with all the 
hubbub at home, he was pretty sensitive to being 
with Shauntel and Randy and didn't want much to 
do with me. 


Steve and Bonnie took Archie and Camille on 
Monday after they went to court with their parents 
and then Daddy and SaraKay picked them up 
enroute to Steph's Monday night. Steph had fixed 
supper for the Andersons and us and then 
Shaunnie took the kids back home and got them 
to bed so they would be rested for their big day on 
Tuesday. Steve and Marilyn and Marilyn's dad 
came for the sealing and spent the night with 
Shauntel and Randy, helping them with final 
details. We slept at Steph and Lin’s and enjoyed 
visiting with their sweet family. Sam had been at 
band camp for two weeks and had local practices 
from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. every day that week. It was 
fun to listen to Sam and Josh downstairs visiting 
and laughing as we visited and laughed upstairs 
with Steph, Lin, and Katie. By now Katie is living 
in the dorms and attended her first Sunday in her 
new ward. 


When we arrived at the temple Tuesday morning 
there was a good bunch of us to show 

support. The sealing was scheduled for 8:30 and 
the Andersons were supposed to have arrived at 
7:15 but they were running late and so there was 
a flurry of activity in the temple as Shauntel and 
Randy went one direction to get in their temple 
clothes and a temple worker took the children to 
their waiting room. Shauntel asked that all of 
them be dressed in white but the temple worker 
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said it was only necessary that Drake be in white 
since the other two had been previously sealed 
and wouldn't be a part of the ceremony. | could 
tell that Shauntel was disappointed but went 
along with what they said. 


Steve and Marilyn and Dad and | were the first 
ones in the sealing room and then Shauntel and 
Randy arrived, looking stunning in their white 
clothes. Shauntel commented that she had been 
able to hear Drake crying in the children's nursery 
and it tugged at her heart. Soon the rest of the 
guests arrived (Steve and Bonnie, Steph and Lin, 
Grandpa Day, Kyle and Paula, and several friends 
that work in the Primary with Shauntel). In a few 
minutes we could hear Drake coming down the 
hall crying. The temple worker had not been able 
to pacify him so she had let Stephani hold him 
and it helped a little. When he came into the 
room and spotted Shauntel and Randy he almost 
leaped into their arms. The temple officiator let 
Shauntel have a few minutes to get him settled 
and then performed the sealing. For some reason 
the temple worker had gone ahead and dressed 
Archie and Camille in white and put a beautiful 
white ribbon in Camille’s hair. It was an angelic 
picture! 


Following the sealing and pictures on the temple 
grounds, the Archibald’s and Kyle and Paula 
helped them get to the airport for their flight to 
Little Rock. They will be staying in an extended 
stay facility until they can locate a home and send 
for their furnishings. In the meantime, a realtor is 
handling showing their home and hopefully they 
can find a buyer and close the Smithfield chapter 
of their life. | Know they have loved their ward and 
friends in Cache Valley and have good memories 
of their time there. 


| don't think I've ever seen Shauntel look so happy 
and angelic as she did that morning in the 
temple. It is a picture that will stay with me fora 
long time and give me pleasant memories in the 
months ahead as | think about them so far away 
in Arkansas. Their job offer and decision to move 
happened so quickly that it didn't give any of us 
much time to weep but | know it is a great 
blessing that they were able to find such a great 
situation for Randy. Remember them in your 
prayers as they sort through the many decisions 
involved with this transition. 


| so appreciated the tour Jenny took us on of their 
new home. Paul said that Jenny's flight back to 
Michigan went better than any of them could have 
hoped for. He appreciated everyone's prayers in 


their behalf. There are just so many things that 
can go wrong with three little ones, an airplane full 
of people, and one parent to manage the bags, 
suitcases, stroller, treats, diapers, (you get the 
picture.) Our prayers continue with them at this 
exciting time. 


SaraKay starts school tomorrow. She has each 
day planned out and is excited to get into it. | 
can't believe that she is finally a senior! Her class 
has a lot of great kids in it and hopefully it will be 
as good a year as they are all anticipating. As you 
can see with Daddy's rehearsal of upcoming 
scouting events, he is fully involved with hardly a 
minute to spare. I'm in the throes of harvesting 
our garden and hope that today | can freeze some 
corn. Love to all. Mom 


[Dad] | don't really have much to add. Sue has 
done such a fine job of covering the major events 
of the last week. For me, after Tuesday my focus 
has been on Tiger Ears--orders, supplies, 
volunteer recruitment and so on. In addition, we 
have a major training day event called University 
of Scouting/Cub Scout Pow Wow on October 20. | 
am the staff advisor for that event and have been 
meeting with my committee and helping with 
recruiting teachers for the various classes and 
trying to get the brochure and schedule ready to 
print and distribute. On top of that, | have been 
trying to get things going on our biannual 
inventory calls and back to school nights and a 
council-wide fall roundup for recruiting new 

boys. All in all-retirement keeps looking better 
and better all the time. Sure love you all and am 
grateful for the good things that are happening in 
your lives. Love, DAD 


September 1, 2007 


[Mom] The last few days have been full of 
activities associated with Mom's funeral. Kathy 
and Deniece have organized things down to the 
last detail and sent us all itemized lists of what is 
going on and when. | have spent several hours 
these past two days preparing my "Memories of 
Mom" talk that I've been asked to give. Daddy 
and | are singing "May the Good Lord Bless and 
Keep You" and we've been practicing that, 

too. Today | have said my talk over and over again 
in an attempt to get all the tears shed so | can 
give it without my emotions getting out of control. 


| Know that it is hard on Becky, John, Paul, and 
Shauntel to be so far away at times like this. They 
have all called numerous times and we are going 
to do all we can to take pictures, get a video of the 
funeral, and try to make them a part of it. I'm not 
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sure at this point who of the cousins are coming 
but | know that Deniece's family just finished their 
week-long family reunion and many of them can't 
get work off again. Christine may be hitching a 
ride with David from Boise. I'm not sure of all the 
arrangements but know that those who are not 
able to come will be missed. | know Grandma 
would understand. 


It's been an interesting exercise to remember 
specific experiences in Grandma llene's life and 
then to try to describe them. Five minutes is 
hardly long enough to scratch the surface but 
Deniece and Lisa are also speaking to that same 
topic so maybe between the bunch of us we will 
hit on some of her most outstanding qualities. | 
think it will be interesting to see how many of our 
memories are the same and how many are totally 
different. I'm sure she tailored her mothering 
skills to each one of us and our specific needs. 


| will be leaving about 10:30 tomorrow to meet 
Kathy and Deniece at the mortuary where we are 
going to help dress Mom and do her hair. We will 
then go to the cemetery chapel and make sure 
that everything is done to our liking. Dad and 
SaraKay are driving down on Thursday since they 
have to return that night. | will stay and help clean 
out the condo and settle things as much as is 
possible with the estate. Hopefully all of my 
siblings can be there to help and it won't be long 
and difficult. 


| so appreciate all the work that Kathy and 
Deniece have done these past years to help 
mother. | knew she was loved and cared for and 
that everything that could be done was done for 
her comfort and well-being. Although her death 
came as a shock, we had all been praying for her 
to be released from this life and when | think 
about it and the grand reunion going on, on the 
other side, | just have to be deeply grateful. We 
love you and pray for you. Mom 


Obituary that ran in newspapers in the Salt Lake 
area and other locations where she and Dad had 
lived: Bountiful, UT--llene Robinson Richards, 85, 
of Holladay, Utah passed away Friday, August 24, 
2007 at the North Canyon Care Center in 
Bountiful, UT. Ilene was born on January 29, 
1922 in Pocatello, ID, the daughter of Nathan O. 
Robinson and Abby Johnson. She attended 
schools in Pocatello, later enrolling at Utah State 
University where she met her future husband, 
Arch W. Richards. They were married May 5, 
1943 in the Salt Lake Temple. Arch passed away 
on August 2, 2002. 


Due to Arch’s frequent transfers with his job, Ilene 
moved over 50 times in their 60 years of 
marriage, including to Montana, Wyoming, South 
Dakota, Utah, Idaho, Washington, and a two-year 
stay in Pakistan in the early 80’s. She had a 
quick wit and easily made friends where ever 
Arch’s work took them. 


She had a strong testimony of the gospel and 
gave dedicated service in her many Church 
callings. She enjoyed teaching the youth and had 
a special bond with them. For many years she 
transcribed the blessings given by Arch when he 
served as a stake patriarch. She and Arch served 
two missions for the LDS Church, one in San 
Francisco, CA, and the second as temple 
missionaries in Lima, Peru. She worked in the St. 
George Temple and was an avid genealogist. She 
prepared the names of thousands of her personal 
ancestors as well as Spanish and German names 
working in the extraction program until her 85th 
€ar. 


Her greatest joy in life was her family. She hada 
strong bond with each member and was revered 
by all. Ilene is survived by her six children: Kathy 
(Richard) Bennion of SLC, UT; Susan (Stephen) 
Larsen of Blackfoot, ID; Nathan (Maureen Allsop) 
of Billings, MT; Charles (Brenda Zirker) of 
Moscow, ID; Deniece (Don)Cheney of Kaysville UT: 
and Lisa (Don)Bricker of Anthem, AZ, 40 
grandchildren, and 78 great-grandchildren, one 
brother, Don Robinson, and one half-sister, Loie 
Kendrick. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, her husband, one grandson, Trent, two 
brothers, Lorin and Burrell Robinson, two half- 
brothers, Burrell and Kenyon Kendrick and one 
half-sister, Ellafair Foster. 


Services will be held at the Mountain View 
Memorial Estates Chapel, 3115 East 7800 So. 
Cottonwood Heights, Utah at 11 a.m. on 
Thursday, August 30. A viewing will be held for 
friends and family from 9:30 a.m.-10:30 a.m. 
prior to services. Services and burial will be at the 
Mountain View Memorial Cemetery. 


The following was given at the funeral as my 
tribute to Mom: Memories of Mom 


Mom was a joy to be around. She was cheerful, 
fun-loving, optimistic, easily entreated, slow to 
take offense, and always saw the good in others. 
She was a great example of “loving your 
neighbor.” No matter where she lived, she took 
time to form relationships, becoming a trusted 
and valued friend. Her down-home advice and 
easy humor endeared her to all who knew her. 
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Mom (deep down) was a city gal. Her time on the 
ranch in South Dakota was full of never-to-be 
forgotten experiences. Whether it was getting 
stuck in the cattle guard, rolling the jeep, or 
checking for ticks, she kept her sense of humor 
and tried to make the best of it. 


Mom was an alto, a really good, on-pitch alto. 
She loved Broadway musicals and would often 
play records of her favorites. She would sing or 
hum as she worked around the house. Somehow 
when | heard Mom humming, | felt that all was 
right with my world. 


Mom was a wonderful help-meet for Daddy. She 
always tried to look nice for him. Before he 


arrived home from work each day, she would go 
into the bathroom and brush through her hair and 
freshen her lipstick. Each night before going to 
bed she would soak in a hot bath, put on a pretty 
silk nightie, and brush her hair again. 


When | was about 17, she had surgery and was 
having a rough recovery. | could feel the weight of 
worry on Dad as he would return from the 
hospital. One night when he got home he was in 
better spirits. “I think she’s going to live,” he said. 
“When | got there tonight, she had brushed her 
hair and put on her lipstick.” 


Mom and Dad so seldom disagreed that 
sometimes | forgot that they were separate 
individuals. | remember the day we visited around 
the dinner table about the presidential! election. 
Dad said that he had cast his vote for Eisenhower, 
which came as no surprise since we were, after 
all, a family of Republicans. What did shock us 
was when Mom said, “Well, | voted for Adlai 
Stevenson.” After a tense moment, Dad stated 


“You cancelled my vote.” “No dear, Mom 
responded, “You cancelled mine.” She later 


explained, “I vote for the person, not the party.” 


Mom was my advocate with my father. Whenever 
| would have one of my hair-brain schemes that | 
knew Daddy would immediately veto, | would go to 


Mom and she would intervene on my behalf. 
During our teen years, Mom served as a calming 


influence and buffer between Dad and us kids. 


Mom was a loving grandma. She always had gum 
in her purse and candy on her table. She seldom 
forgot a birthday and was sure to call if someone 
was struggling and needed encouragement. 


Mom was a garage-saler. Each Thursday (after us 
kids were raised) she would check the newspaper 
for the garage sales and plan her attack. Dad 
was the designated navigator. Mom had an eye 


for value and would share her “loot” with our 
extended family at reunions. During those years 
when our nest was so full and our purse nearly 
empty, Mom’s garage sale “finds” were a true 
God-send. 


Mom was a Church worker extraordinaire! 
Whatever the calling, Mom magnified it! She was 
a gifted teacher and for years she and Dad taught 
a temple preparation class. She would fast the 
day she taught her lesson. She’d fix supper for 
the rest of us but continue her fast until after he 
meeting that night. One time | asked her how she 
could do it. Her response, “The first time | did it, | 
got so hungry | didn’t think | could make it, but | 
just squared my shoulders and said right out loud, 
“Get thee behind me, Satan, “and he did and it 
hasn’t been hard since.” 


Mom was an angel of mercy. When a new baby 
would arrive at our house, she would arrive, roll 
up her sleeves, and go to work. She could see 
what needed to be done and went about creating 
order out of chaos, soothing upset children, and 
reassuring an overwhelmed young mother. At 
night when the older children were in bed and the 
house was finally quiet, she would sit and visit 
with me as | rocked the baby....encouraging me in 
my divine role and sharing intimate feelings and 
counsel. 


Mom was a saint in the truest sense of the word. 
Her strong belief in the power of prayer and her 
success in receiving answers was legendary with 
her grandchildren. She seemed to have a direct 
line to heaven and anyone with a critical need 
was sure to request that Grandma put them on 
her own personal prayer roll. 


Ilene Robinson Richards (written by her daughter, 
Susan Richards Larsen.) 


| have tried for several weeks now without 
success to call up memories of Mother in my pre- 
school days. | can recall memories of the different 
places we lived, of grape vineyards in St. George, 


of getting a new bike in Belle Fourche, or 
unpacking the Mayflower crates each time we 


received a transfer, but as far as specific 
experiences involving mother, | have very few. | 
recall that she made me take afternoon naps in 
Belle Fourche so that | wouldn’t contract polio and 
that once | was standing on a big glass bottle and 
it broke and she came running out to come to my 
aid. | recall she told me not to touch the iron and 
while her back was turned, | pressed my whole 
hand down on it hard and received a blistering 
wound that left an indelible impression on me 


Larsen Legacy: Volume 9 


42 


that Mother knew best. Early on | recognized that 
Mother was an ally and that she would help me 
get out of tough spots with Daddy because she 
had a confidence in me and my basic desire to do 
what was right (most of the time.) Suffice it to say 
that my early years were joyful and secure and 
that perhaps my lack of traumatic or poignant 
memories is testimony itself of the sweet and 
regular flow of those fleeting childhood years. 


Mother was always there for me. She was waiting 
when | arrived home from school each day and 


she was anxious to hear of my experiences. 
Somehow, | knew that | could tell her all and she 


would listen, not judging or condemning me for 
the choices | made. In her gentle way she would 
talk through the events and help me clarify in my 
mind how | should have responded. Her judgment 
in spiritual matters was invaluable and | sensed 
the depth of her testimony each day as | watched 
her magnify her church callings and fulfill her 
duties as wife and mother. 


Although | was too young to fully understand, | 
remember that Mother had a difficult time giving 
birth and | recall waiting long hours for Daddy to 
return home after he had taken her in to the 
hospital. She never said much about it but later 
when | was older, | realized that she would be in 
hard labor for extended periods of time and that 
each baby had exacted a painful price. Following 
Lisa’s birth, Mom had a hysterectomy and her 
physician was amazed at the diseased state of 
her uterus. It was no wonder that she had been in 
ill health for several years. We all realized from 
what the doctor related to us of her condition that 
the last few children were truly miracles. 


Mother has been exposed to many adventures 
throughout her life because of her choice to marry 
my father. He, by nature, is a sort of modern 
pioneer and she has stood by his side through 
many experiences that would have done in most 
women. In their 55 years of marriage, they have 


moved 51 times. Mother has cheerfully accepted 
this fact of life and at times even admitted that 


she thought she had some gypsy blood in her 
veins. In the early 1950's my father and two of his 
brothers bought a ranch in the Black Hills area. 
The nearest small town was several miles away 
and consisted of a single mercantile store. The 
ranch was only accessible over narrow dirt roads 
and the frequent cattle guards and gates to be 
open and closed were a constant challenge fora 
young mother with three small children and 
another one on the way. Living without electricity 
except for a generator that ran at night, 


confronting badgers, porcupines, and raccoons, 
and other rigors of our backwood’s life sometimes 
got the best of her. She tried to be brave in the 
face of the new challenges but often we children 
saw through the facade and recognized that the 
whole situation was traumatic for her. 


We knew that if the two big Hereford bulls were 
blocking the entrance to the chicken coop and we 
were unable to get into the coop to feed the 
chickens, that Mother was as frightened as the 
rest of us to shoo them away from the door. When 
the neighbor’s humongous bulls blocked their 


barnyard gate so that our Jeep couldn’t pass 
through, Mother would send my four-year-old 


brother, Nathan, out with a stick to drive them 
away so we could get the gate open and be on our 
way. The day she rolled the Jeep on her way home 
from Belle Fourche was the climax of the year we 
spent there and when the decision to leave and 
move back into Belle was made, | knew she was 
breathing a sigh of relief. 


The admirable thing about the whole experience 
was that she was such a good sport about the 
many predicaments she would get into. Once she 
and my aunt Merle hiked into the nearby hills and 
chopped down an immense tree for Christmas 
and then hauled it home by pulling it along behind 
them in the snow. She helped butcher chickens, 
chase cows, drove us to school each day ina 
jeep, and tried to be neighborly with the few 
neighbors who ranched adjacent to us. 


Despite the daily challenges, she remained good 
natured and supportive of Daddy in this venture 
until the time came to move back to Belle 
Fourche. In all my growing up years there were 
only a couple times that | remember Mom being 
at odds with Daddy. It was a rare occurrence and 
even then, there were no harsh words spoken, no 
voices raised, no threats or silent treatment. Both 
she and Daddy just pulled away from the situation 
until their emotions subsided. | know now that 
there must have been other times when they 
didn’t see eye-to-eye, but they never discussed it 
in front of us children. They were united in their 
focus and pursuits and always seemed as one to 
me. 


| never worried about them being untrue to each 
other. They were not ones to form alliances or 
belong to cliques with other couples. | knew they 
were each other’s best friend and that they 
weren't looking around with roving eyes to 
members of the opposite sex. They often sang 
duets together and my favorite, We Two, 
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epitomized how | felt about their sweet 
relationship. 


When | was in sixth grade our family moved from 
Shelley to a home on the outskirts of town. We 
purchased a small frame house and a piece of 
property adjacent to it. Our long range goal was to 
build a new home in lona closer to Daddy’s work 
and we had purchased some property there with 
plans to begin building that spring. That winter 
Daddy was called to serve as the stake mission 
president of the Shelley Stake. Plans for the new 
home were scrapped for the time being and we 


resumed living in the little house for several more 
years. | knew that Mother had put aside her hopes 


for a new home so that Daddy could give the 
service to the Lord. 


The decision was made to sell the property in lona 
and to build on the property adjacent to our old 
house. When our new home was completed, the 
small house was rented and eventually sold to a 
young married couple, Don and Janeal Swanson. 
Janeal had been raised in the church but Don was 
a convert and lacked the fire and commitment of 
his wife. As the years past, Janeal was unable to 
have children, and she became very discouraged 
about her situation. Mother became her close 
friend and mentor. She and Janeal had a sweet 
relationship that provided them both with a warm 
friendship and gave Janeal the continuing 
reassurance that the Lord was mindful of her and 
her righteous desires. They not only shared the 
proverbial cup of sugar but shared food for the 
soul that was to be Janeal’s lifeline and support. 


| saw this talent for friendshipping exhibited 
everywhere mother lived. She had a knack for 
making lasting friends and despite their frequent 
moves, she had a strong influence for good on 
those whom she lived and served among. Her 
quick wit and easy humor made her easy to love 
and identify with. She was genuine and down-to- 
earth, an excellent teacher, and able to 
understand the gospel and help others to see it in 
a new and practical light. 


She was by nature a fun-loving and cheerful 
person. One of my fondest memories is of waking 
up to the sounds of her favorite records playing. 
She was fond of music from Broadway musicals 
and she would often sing as she worked around 
the house filling our home with harmony and good 
cheer. She was a faithful member of the ward 
choir and had a beautiful alto voice that was an 
asset to any group she performed with. For a few 


years she sang in a women’s sextet that 
performed throughout the community. 


She enjoyed being a homemaker and aside from 
her annual harvest job, she was a fulltime 
homemaker. She was careful and frugal with our 
family’s resources and handled the financial 
affairs and paid the bills. Daddy never had to 
worry about her spending habits and his trust of 
her in this matter was implicit. During my teen 
years our one-on-one talks would often take place 
in the late evenings with me sitting on the counter 
top in the bathroom talking her ear off while she 


soaked in a tub of hot water. It was her nightly 
ritual to take a hot bath and freshen up before 


going to bed and I’m sure she would have liked 
her privacy but she never complained of my 
intrusion. 


Her habit of nightly personal prayer was both an 
example and comfort to me. More than once | 
would wait at her bedroom door while she 
completed her prayers and then | would sit on her 
bed and visit with her before retiring myself. She 
was my best friend and confidante and | knew 
that her love for me was unfailing. | remember a 
time that | had been upset with Nathan because 
he wouldn’t get out of the bathroom so that | 
could fix my hair. | had said some mean things to 
him and then | was sorry and confided my feelings 
to Mom. | told her that | was going to be a terrible 
mother because | was impatient and selfish and 
unkind. She probably could have agreed, but 
instead she talked through the situation with me 
and reassured me that in the years ahead | would 
do some growing and maturing and that even 
though | had acted poorly in that situation, she 
was sure | was going to be a wonderful mother 
when the time came. Her sweet encouragement 
reassured me of my worth and of her continuing 
love for me despite my shortcomings. 


For many of my teen years mother taught the 16- 
18 year-old Sunday School class. She was such a 


gifted teacher that her class was always well 
attended. In those days, when a young man would 


have his missionary testimonial, he would select a 
guest speaker and Mother was a favorite speaker 
at these meetings. She was so vivacious and 
friendly that the young people were drawn to her 
and they recognized that she loved them for who 
they were and what she knew they could become. 


Mother was in demand in the ward and stake 
both as a speaker and teacher. She and Daddy 
shared the responsibility of teaching a stake 
Temple Preparation class for several years. They 
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took their responsibilities very seriously and were 
instrumental in helping many couples prepare to 
enter the temple. | recall a day when Mom was 
fasting in preparation for her lesson. She would 
fast from breakfast until after the lesson that 
evening. | used to wonder how she could do it 
since she was home and preparing meals for the 
rest of the family. | once asked her about it and 


she told me that when she had first started doing 
it that ithad almost been more than she could 


bear. She said that one time she had been 
preparing supper and she felt so hungry that she 


had nearly broken her fast. The thought came to 
her that Satan was trying to hinder the work and 


that she couldn’t give in. She said out loud, “Get 
thee behind me, Satan” and the hunger 
immediately left and she was able to continue her 
fast and preparations for the evening class. 


In the spring of my freshman year at Ricks College 
| competed in the Miss Ricks College pageant. The 


final night was to be held on the night of one of 
the last temple classes. They decided that Dad 
would come support me in Rexburg and Mom 
stayed and taught the class. | felt her loving 
support despite her absence and was grateful for 
the example she was to me in her devotion to her 
church responsibilities. 


She had a profound faith in the power of prayer. 
No matter what the problem, Mother would 
counsel us to take it to the Lord and wait for His 
will to be manifest. She had a simple, childlike 
faith in the eventual triumph of right and she lived 
her life according to that premise. She accepted 
what came her way and believed that everything 
would work out for the best if we left it in the 
hands of the Lord. Her unwavering faith imbued 
me with similar feelings and | have often 
identified with the words Paul the Apostle used to 
describe Timothy, “When | call to remembrance 
the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt 
first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother 
Eunice; and | am persuaded that in thee also.” 


Mother has always been approachable. | know 
that no matter what | confide to her, she will not 
think any less of me. She is forgiving of those 
around her and doesn’t harbor ill feelings in her 
relationships. Her years growing up during the 
Depression left her with an understanding of 
deprivation and poverty and she is sensitive to the 


needs of those who have less. Her political 
leanings are toward the Democratic party 
because of the social programs they promote and 
she will vote her conscience even though she 


knows that Daddy may vote on the opposite side 
of the ticket. 


Mother’s greatest satisfaction in life came from 
her family, She had a strong relationship with 
each child and we knew we could turn to her and 
receive an audience whenever we felt the need. 
This closeness wasn’t diminished when we left 
home for college and marriage. Her concern for 
us was evident and she kept touch with us by 
telephone each week. She seemed to sense our 
needs despite the miles that separated us and 
would check back with us if she knew we were 
struggling with something. She was not one to 
give unsolicited advice, but many times | would 
approach her with questions regarding parenting 
skills and she was full of wisdom and good ideas. 
She didn’t seem overly stern or harsh, but dealt 
with us children in love and with acceptance. 


During the early years when Daddy struggled with 
finding the balance between being too permissive 
or too harsh, Mother became our advocate 
through which we felt we could approach Daddy 
about sensitive matters. We sensed that in 
mother’s kind and gentle manner she could 
broach the subject with Daddy and he would be 
more willing to hear our point of view. She was 
never one to dote on us but at the same time, she 
was definitely our strongest supporter and most 
trusted friend. 


In my childbearing years, Mother was always 
available to come help following the birth of a 
baby. With Stephani, the eldest, she only stayed a 
couple days. When Shauntel was born 11 months 
later, mother came and stayed nearly two weeks. 
When the twins were born she came and stayed a 
week and then left for a couple days to see how | 
would get along, and then she returned and 
together we worked out the trouble spots as to 
their care and schedules. She was always 
optimistic and never criticized me for having a 
large family. When the twins arrived, she kept 


telling me that | could do it and that she knew | 
was up to the challenge of 4 under 4. It wasn’t 


until a year later when we were enroute to 
Washington following Steve’s graduation that a 
neighbor of hers confided in me that Mother had 
told her she didn’t know how in the world | would 
ever be able to handle that many small children. It 
surprised me because Mother’s constant praise 
and encouragement was the thing that pulled me 
through many of those tough first years after the 
twins were born. 
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Looking back from my vantage point now, | realize 
that her visits with me following the birth of a 
baby had to have been exhausting for her. She 
would be up early, helping with meals, cleaning 
the house, and meeting the needs of so many 
young children. She was able to sense what 
needed to be done and worked long hours beside 
me as we tried to make the adjustment that must 
be made following the arrival of a new baby. She 
handled the other children with ease and always 
had high praise for the beautiful new baby that 


had arrived. At night when the other children were 
in bed, we would sit and rock the infant and she 


would share with me insights and spiritual 
experiences that would bring comfort and 
strength. Those were some of my favorite times 
and it was through those experiences that | came 
to appreciate the genius of my mother and her 
unfailing commitment to her husband, her 
children, and the Lord. 


Mother was never one to get caught up in things 
of the world. She had simple tastes and “things” 
never mattered more than people. She liked a 
clean house and yard, helped Daddy raise a good 
garden and spent weeks each fall with canning. 
We always had jams, pickles, canned vegetables, 
and a well-stocked storage room. She had been 
raised during depression times and was not one 
to spent money on fancy foods. She would always 
fix a big meal for Sunday dinner and almost 
always that included ice cream and cake. 


Later when most of us were married and the 
budget wasn’t quite so tight, she got in the habit 
of stocking treats and special foods that would 
delight us on a trip to Grandma’s. She is still a 


good cook and makes a fuss whenever we come 
for a visit. 


One of Mother’s favorite past times has been to 
go “garage saling” each Saturday. During the 
times she lived in Moses Lake, St. George, and 
Richland, she would schedule her Saturday 


mornings to include a couple hours of going to 
garage sales. She had a sharp eye for quality and 


came up with some of the most amazing bargains 
for a fraction of their original price. In the early 
years when the grandchildren were young, Mother 
would buy at sales all year and pack her 
purchases in large garbage bags and then she 
would bring them to the family reunion. One 
afternoon all the women in the family would sort 
by sizes and lay the merchandise on picnic tables. 
When the sorting was completed, we each took 
turns choosing some of the things we needed the 
most or liked the best. The variety was endless 


and included bedding, pots and pans, small 
appliances, sports equipment, shoes, boots, 
clothing, games, utensils and camping 
equipment. We would all go home from the 
reunion with several bags full of precious 
commodities that we would put to good use 
throughout the year. Her hobby benefitted all of 


us and provided our young families with valuable 
assistance. 


Next to her family, she enjoyed her church work 
and over the years she served in a variety of 
church callings from Relief Society president to 


camp director. She was often a teacher and 
seemed to enjoy that calling the best. She and 


Daddy moved around a lot and wherever they 
lived, they became a valuable part of the ward. 
Not only did they serve with commitment but they 
became a friend and good neighbor to ward 
members, old and young alike. Their call to serve 
on two missions took its toll on their energy and 
health. They never said much about the hardships 
they endured in Peru while serving in the temple 
there, but when they returned, they had both aged 
and they were worn out. | was grateful that their 
bishop in St. George counseled them to give 
themselves to their ward responsibilities and not 
serve another mission. | know they would have 
gone again if they had been called, but their 
bishop knew that they had given enough service 
in the mission field and we were all relieved to 
have them a little closer at hand. 


If there is any overriding and enduring image of 
my mother it is of her unwavering commitment to 
the Lord’s work, whether it be in her role as 
mother or in her fulfillment of her church callings. 
1 remember arriving home from school while we 
lived in Shelley and seeing her ironing her temple 
clothes and folding them neatly before placing 
them in the suitcase. She and Dad went to the 
temple regularly and were vocal about their faith 
in the things that went on there. When | was 


married, she and Daddy bought Steve and | our 
entire temple outfit and suitcase with the 


injunction to use them regularly and often. 


For the eighteen months they served in Peru they 
worked in the temple and following their release 
they were called as temple workers in the St. 
George Temple. That service was a highlight in 
their lives and an enduring example to all of their 
posterity of their continuing love for temple work. 


For the last several years Mother has been heavily 
involved in genealogy work and has been 
successful in completing hundreds of names and 
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submitting them for work in the temple. She has 
mastered the church’s genealogy program on the 
computer and has a tremendous ability to 
understand the things she needs to know in order 
to be effective in her labors. She is tireless in 
pursuit of this work and is preparing her books so 
that her posterity can continue the work she has 
been doing. Her ability to focus on truly significant 
activities and to not get mired down in trivial 
pursuits has been a real force for meaningful 
accomplishment in her life. 


As she has grown older and had increasing 
confinement and responsibility for Daddy’s 
welfare, she has put her heart and soul into 
helping him be comfortable and secure. Although 
her own health has at times given her problems, 
she is committed to being Daddy’s care provider 
for as long as she is able. Recently she confided 
to me, “We have had 55 wonderful years together 
and | certainly don’t want these last years to mar 
the memories we have of our life together.” Her 
love and continuing commitment to him has been 
an inspiration to us all. 


September 5, 2007 


[Mom] I'm sitting here alone this morning trying to 
decide what to share for this week's letter. Daddy 
has already gone (7:00 a.m.) to stock up the Tiger 
Ear booth and SaraKay had a 7:00 class so we 
had an early start this morning. The fair booth 
this year has been more stressful than | ever 
remember. The professionals who are supposed 
to line up volunteers haven't done much of a job 
and Monday night there was only about four 
people per shift lined up for Tuesday (it takes 9 
people for one line and there are four lines that 
can be manned). Daddy has reminded and 
reminded the men that it is their responsibility to 
get the volunteers but some of them put it off until 
the very last minute and in the meantime, Daddy 
is on pins and needles worrying about having a 
crew. He had to get very angry Monday afternoon 
with the fellow who was supposed to have 
Tuesday's crew lined up because he had only 
recruited a fraction of the necessary workers and 
Daddy was not going to get on the phone and do it 
for him. Needless to say, it has been a stressful 
few days and with the problems with getting the 
supplies delivered correctly and timely, it has 
brought Daddy near the breaking point. | told him 
last night that | thought he should request a 
change of assignment for his final two 

years. Another difficult facet of it is all the loading 
and lifting of heavy bags of flour, powdered milk, 
and buckets of oil. | don't know how he does it at 


his age. We are counting down the days until 
Saturday night! 


| thought | would like to tell you some of the 
experiences | had in the days following Grandma's 
death. | guess that the primary feeling was one of 
great relief. | have seen enough of getting old to 
know that even though a person is ready to depart 
this life, they can linger for many years, even when 
all dignity and quality of life is gone. As | 

saw Mom get worse and worse, | worried that she 
would reach that point. | didn't know what was 
ahead for her or us. | felt so guilty that | couldn't 
share in the caring for her but | was grateful that 
Mom had Kathy and Deniece close to give her the 
support she needed. It was such a great blessing 
that she didn't have to linger and languish for 
months but could be released from her work here 
and join Daddy in their work there. 


We had been praying as a family that she could 
pass. During the funeral Charles mentioned that 
their family was praying that the Lord's will would 
be done and that Mother could accept His 

will. That was a better prayer. When | got the call 
from Deniece that Mom was gone, | assumed that 
it had been peacefully. When | spent time with 
Deniece and Kathy on Wednesday, they shared 
the experiences they had with her in the hours 
preceding her death. They had both been with her 
earlier in the evening and the nurse assured them 
that she was sleeping peacefully. They left for 
home about 9:00 p.m. but had barely arrived 
home when a nurse called and said that she had 
taken a turn for the worse and that they should 
hurry back. The staff at the nursing home was 
unable to get a pulse and her blood pressure was 
extremely low. Kathy and Dick and Don and 
Deniece returned to find Mom in and out of 
consciousness. The staff told them that it would 
only be a short time until she passed. 


From that time at about 10:00 p.m. until 2:30 
a.m. Mom fought and gasped for breath, and hung 
on to life. Kathy and Deniece both commented 
that it was so traumatic to watch her 

struggling. About 45 minutes before she finally 
died, she developed a loud rattling in her chest 
and the nurses told them that the lungs were 
filling with fluid. Her body was shutting 

down. Kathy and Deniece held her in their arms 
for the last hour, encouraging her to let 

go. Deniece said that at one point she felt she 
couldn't keep watching it, but worse than 
watching it was to think of Mom going through this 
last passage alone and without family. They were 
so grateful that a sweet CNA at the care center 
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had sensed that Mom was distressed and had 
alerted the nursing staff and they in turn called 
Kathy and Deniece. If not, Mom would have been 
alone in her final hours. 


It was several days later that Deniece mentioned 
to me that they had received permission to dress 
Mom in her temple clothes on Wednesday before 
the viewing. | had heard of people doing this but | 
was not sure just what it involved. | told Deniece 
that | would love to share in that experience with 
them. | left here Wednesday morning and arrived 
at the mortuary about 1:00. When Kathy and 
Deniece arrived, they were dressed in Sunday 
clothes and | commented that | was in capris 
because when we viewed Daddy's body five years 
ago at the same mortuary, everyone had been in 
casual clothes. Deniece told me that whenever a 
person is dressed in their temple clothes for 
burial, those attending to this should be dressed 
in Sunday attire. Deniece knew about these 
things because in Ohio she had helped with 
dressing several sisters for burial. Kathy was like 
me and had never experienced it. We both 
learned a great deal as we helped with the 
process. | guess that no one can dress a person 
in their temple clothes for burial unless they are 
an endowed member themselves and in Ohio, 
they didn't have a mortician who was a member of 
the Church so the Relief Society sisters frequently 
were called on to do the dressing. 


When we entered the viewing room Grandma was 
lying on her back with her head supported so she 
looked like she was asleep. She was very stiff to 
the touch and cold and she was covered with a 
quilt, tucked up around her neck. To dress her 
the three of us would bring the clothing item up 
from her feet, and work the clothing to its proper 
place, never compromising her modesty. She was 
so thin and frail that we were able to lift her 
without much effort as we worked to get 
everything in its place. Kathy and Deniece had 
purchased all new clothing and she looked so 
beautiful in her temple attire. After getting her 
dressed, Deniece set her hair, blow dried it and 
then combed it out. The mortician then helped by 
applying her makeup. By the time we were 
through, (about 1 2 hours) she looked so 

pretty. Of course, as we went through this process 
we visited and commented on how mom would 
feel about what we were doing. It was a very 
sweet experience for me and one that | will 
treasure. | felt badly that Lisa was not able to 
share in it for | think it gave me some closure and 


a time to say good-bye away from the crowds at 
the funeral. 


| felt like the funeral was just as Mom would have 
wanted it. It was a good representation of her life 
and legacy and the influence she has had on her 
posterity. It was a sweet time to have all my 
siblings together and to feel of their goodness. | 
relished the time we had together afterwards as 
we sorted through Mom and Dad's 

possessions. My only regret is that we live so far 
apart that | know it will be a rare occasion when 
we will be together again and that makes me 
sad. We are going to have to find a way to keep 
us in touch now that our rallying point (Mom) is 
gone. 


Kathy said that the funeral home provides a CD of 
the program and a paper program for scrapbooks 
so those items will be forthcoming. Hopefully all of 
you have been able to view the pictures we took 
and we will forward some taken by Stephen that 
we received today. One of the sweetest things for 
me at the funeral was to have so many of my first 
cousins attend and express their condolences. 
Many of them | haven't seen since our early days 
at BYU and it was so wonderful to see them 
again! Of the Clara Olive and John Charles 
Richards’ family of nine children, only Delos is still 
alive (you could probably pick him out in the pics) 
and Merle, Warren's wife. We were pleased that 
Wright's daughter brought him to the viewing and 
funeral and dinner. | think he felt of the family's 
appreciation for his love and friendship to Mom 
over the last several years. We appreciated that 
so many of you children were able to attend and 
we know that it was a tender time for us here as 
well as for some of you who are scattered 
throughout the world. Know that you are loved 
and missed. Thank you for your expressions of 
sympathy and remembrances to Daddy and I. 


In closing let me reaffirm my testimony to each of 
you of the eternal nature of our lives. | have no 
doubt of life after death and of our continued 
progression. | know that both my parents are 
living and working in a place of beauty and 
happiness. | know that through the Atonement of 
the Savior, each of us will live again and that we 
can be made holy through the Savior's 

sacrifice. How grateful | am for this testimony and 
the peace it brings during times of loss. Mom 


September 11, 2007 


[Mom] Tiger Ear week is over and we all survived 
despite the stress and strain of keeping the booth 
staffed. Today Daddy spent the day cleaning and 
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closing things up for another year. It is a huge 
relief to have it done. Although I spent some time 
at the first of the week helping out, on Wednesday 
Marci called to inform us that during her doctor's 
appointment it was discovered that she was 
dilated to a three and the doctor decided to take 
the baby that day rather than take a chance that 
Marci would start into labor. After conferring with 
Daddy, | got packed and left that afternoon for 
Burley. Marci's mom had a son and family arriving 
from Washington D.C. on Saturday and felt like it 
would work better for her to help out this week 
instead of last. 


My stay in Burley was pleasant. Amber got along 
great and only had a few moments when she 
missed her parents. Mike stayed with Marci at 
the hospital and | kept the "home fires burning" 
until she returned home Saturday afternoon. At 
11:15 p.m. on Wednesday, September 5th, Ellie 
Larsen arrived, weighing in at 6 lbs. 6 oz. and 18 
inches long. She has lots of black hair and 
beautiful features. She was having a bit of a 
struggle learning to nurse but when | called Mike 
on Monday he said that she was getting the hang 
of it and that they had had a better day. I'll be 
relieved to know that Marci's mom will be arriving 
today and be there to help them with the recovery 
and transition. It was heart-warming to see the 
gifts and flowers that arrived for the new mother 
and baby. | could tell that Mike and Marci are 
already loved and admired by the members of 
their ward. They were so good to them. 


When | arrived home on Saturday, SaraKay had 
thoroughly cleaned the house and had the laundry 
done. She and Dad had done the yard and 
everything looked so nice. | really appreciated 
them keeping things nice in my absence. We are 
so pleased that Ellie arrived safe and sound and 
that all is well with Marci. | couldn't help thinking 
how life rolls on. Last week we said "goodbye" to 
Mom and this week we say "hello" to Ellie. | guess 
that is another instance of "The Circle of Life." 


When | visited with Tim on Sunday night, he 
informed me that he climbed Mr. Borah on 
Saturday. Some of the fellows he works with had 
invited him to join them in the adventure. They 
started Saturday morning and he said that there 
were a lot of climbers trying for the top but only a 
small fraction of them ever accomplished it. One 
member of his party became discouraged and 
wanted to turn back but Tim offered to carry his 
pack for him and he continued until it became too 
difficult for Tim to carry two packs and then he 
had to give it back to the fellow and just two of 


them went on. The high altitude (14,000+) gave 
Tim cramps and a headache before the climb was 
completed but he persisted, crawling the last 300 
yards on his hands and knees. He said it was 
such an exhilarating experience but very difficult 
and at times, dangerous. Towards the end it 
became more treacherous. They didn't have to 
use mountain climbing equipment such as 
anchors and ropes. When Tim told me about the 
experience, | told him that | was grateful that | 
didn't know he was doing it until he had safely 
arrived home. | hope that he got his mountain- 
climbing fervor satisfied and won't try it again for a 
long time. What an adventure! 


Shauntel and Randy moved into their new home 
yesterday. Hopefully everything worked out for 
them. They seem to be doing fine and making this 
transition without too much trauma. On Monday 
Randy participated in a ward "blitz" and visited 
some families that haven't been regularly 
attending. It proved to be a time-consuming 
assignment since the family lived 60 miles 

away! Fortunately, the majority of the ward 
membership isn't that scattered and live relatively 
close. 


This week | am going to try to get more of the 
garden gathered in and catch up with things in the 
house. SaraKay has a dinner show performance 
on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday and Daddy and 
| are helping in the kitchen part of the time. My 
sister, Kathy, has a class reunion this weekend 
and is coming to attend that on both Friday and 
Saturday evenings. It will be fun to have her stay 
with us and get a chance to visit. Hopefully all of 
you are getting settled into your school routine 
and demands. We are on the verge of spud 
harvest and fall is in the air. One of my favorite 
seasons. We love you. Keep the faith. Mom 


[Dad] Yes, what a relief to have Tiger Ear over for 
another year. After all was said and done, we set 
records on the last two days and came within 
$700 of last year’s gross even though at 
midweek, after a very rainy day, we were $4,800 
down from last year at the same time. It is always 
a challenge to see if we can beat previous year's 
records and keep improving. One of my major 
frustrations was our supplier for most of the 
ingredients. For the last several years | have had 
everything | needed for the week delivered several 
days in advance and used the Blackfoot Scout 
Office as a staging area. This year, FSA said they 
could serve us better with daily delivery and it 
wouldn't require as much work on my part hauling 
everything in each morning. Then after the fact | 
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found out they didn't deliver on either Saturday, 
and if they ran out of something they substituted 
or shorted us and it was tricky to be constantly 
scrambling to cover. 


Sunday night | went to the Idaho Falls office 
because of a Cedar Badge Board of Directors 
meeting. It was a critique of last year and what 
we could do better and then a vision of where we 
are going for next year and discussing some 
schedule changes and upcoming staff interviews 
and staffing decisions. 


| finalized the patch design for the University of 
Scouting/Pow Wow and got it ordered 
yesterday. It was a quiet time at the Tiger Ear 
booth as | cleaned it out and have sold leftover 
ingredients. Some shuffling today should finish 
that off and with some check requests to pay 
some bills put Tiger Ear totally behind me for 
another year. 


With Standards night tonight, Roundtable 
tomorrow night, and the Chambers dinner show 
for the rest of the week this should be another full 
week. One of the first things | did today was to 
put up our flag in honor of those who died in the 
twin towers and then | remembered that today is 
also Drake's birthday. Just a quick quote to end 
with: "The goal in marriage is not to think alike, 
but to think together." - Robert C. Dobbs 


September 19, 2007 


[Mon] It's Wednesday morning and I'm home 
again and trying to get back into the swing of 
things. Last week proved to be a marathon with 
all the details of the Broadway Night/Dinner 
Show. SaraKay was co-chairman and so not only 
did she have tickets to sell, deliver, and collect on, 
but she was in charge of lining up help for the 
kitchen for the three nights, lining up cakes, lining 
up help for taking tickets, and preparing her 
costumes for her acts. By the time the week was 
over, we were all pooped and grateful to have it 
behind us. Daddy sent out the pics as well as the 
video of her "Hello Dolly" song so it gives you an 
idea of some of the program. | think she felt good 
about her performance. She has continued to 
gain confidence on stage and has a knack for 
picking songs that show well. She sold enough 
tickets that she will have nearly $400 in her 
personal Chamber account for this year! It was a 
good fundraiser for most of the kids and the 
community is always so supportive. 


Friday at noon my sister, Kathy, arrived from SLC, 
to participate in a weekend of festivities in 


conjunction with her 45th class reunion in 
Shelley. Dick had tickets to the U of U game 
against UCLA and so he stayed home to attend 
that. Kathy was in and out between events on 
both Friday and Saturday and left Sunday morning 
for home. She attended Broadway Night on Friday 
with us which was a real treat for SaraKay. It was 
fun to have her around. SaraKay commented 
later that she hoped she would enjoy her siblings 
as much as | did mine. | think our relationships 
get sweeter as we get older and have a little more 
time to socialize. It really was fun. 


Towards the end of the week Mike called to see if 
there was a possibility that | could come help 
them for a few days this week. Marci's surgery 
recovery was coming along well, but the recurring 
problems with her hips made walking difficult and 
taking care of Amber almost impossible. | pulled 
away Sunday afternoon and spent Monday and 
Tuesday with them. | could see some real 
improvement in Marci by Tuesday and she could 
lift Amber and get around better. The ward was 
going to be helping this week with some meals 
and several of Marci's friends had offered to take 
Amber so Marci could get some rest. Taking care 
of Ellie isn't a problem since she is still so tiny and 
just eats and sleeps but Amber is having a 
struggle with all the changes. She hasn't figured 
out yet just what is going on and why Marci 
doesn’t lift her and play with her like she usually 
does. Remember them in your prayers. Little Ellie 
is certainly a contented and beautiful baby! 


Sunday just before | left for Burley SaraKay got 
her date to homecoming with Zac Hansen! She 
was So excited she could hardly believe it. Daddy 
took a phone call informing us that there was a 
basket on the front step. He woke SaraKay who 
was taking a nap and she sat on the front step 
and sorted through the rose petals and sparkling 
confetti to discover three petals with letters on 
them. When she lined them up, they read 

CAN. She tried to figure out whose 

name or initials they were. All at once she picked 
up the petal with the N on it and rotated it to be a 
Z. In that instant she realized the person wasn't 
CAN but ZAC! It was a magical moment. She is 
really excited to go with him to Homecoming. Now 
to remodel her formal and figure out her 

hair. Never a dull moment. 


[Dad] As you can see from Sue’s letter things 
never slow down around here. We are thoroughly 
enjoying our time with SaraKay and her activities 
and realize that time is short for us to have that 
satisfaction. Work continues to be involved and 
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intense. We have a council-wide recruiting night 
tonight with flyers being handed out in each of the 
schools, newspaper advertising, and ensuring that 
we have volunteers at every school tonight at 7:00 
to recruit those who show up. With Cedar Badge, 
we are already getting things in motion for next 
year--recruiting staff, reviewing our equipment 
needs, and prioritizing purchases from this year's 
surplus and on and on. Tomorrow night | have an 
Eagle Certification Training in Pocatello and 
another one next week in Jackson Hole. | have a 
room at the Antler Inn for that night and am taking 
Sue with me. The next day we are going canoeing 
and have some time away from office and phones. 


| had a neat experience Sunday that | would like to 
share. | came home from PEC meeting to get Sue 
and head back for our missionary correlation 
meeting at 10:00. She was sitting in the love seat 
in her office reading her Sunday School 

lesson. We sat there visiting for a few minutes 
and as | looked at her, | had this overwhelming 
sense of how beautiful she is and how much | love 
and cherish her. You kids are so blessed because 
of my decision to marry Susan Richards and my 
ability to sell myself to her. She is sucha 
wonderful blessing in all our lives!!! 


September 27, 2007 


[Mom] Today is the first day of soud harvest and 
nothing is moving. The rain we've had the last few 
days had shut down everything and so we are 
spending a quiet day indoors just cleaning and 
organizing. SaraKay was grateful to have a little 
breather after her big week and 

weekend. Anyway, she is downstairs going 
through her room and getting her life in order. 


Homecoming was fun for her. The group she went 
with for the day's activities went golfing, had 
lunch, and then went to Zac's house for games. 
They were all Supposed to dress up in a costume 
because the original plan was for making a movie 
but somehow that didn't happen and so they were 
out on the golf course 

looking...well...peculiar! They did have a lot of fun, 
though, and | guess that is what matters. 


Saturday night they went to dinner and then 
arrived at the dance a little late because of the 
huge crowds at the restaurant. We felt badly 
about that since the music was wonderful and 
they both enjoy dancing. Since Chambers were in 
charge of the dance Daddy and | were chaperones 
and we took tickets. It was fun to see the kids 
arrive all decked out in their fancy clothes. We 
knew a lot of them and it was fun to see who they 


came with. SaraKay looked very stunning in her 
black beaded dress and with her hair up in a fancy 
style. 


Sunday morning, we left early to attend Stephani's 
ward and be there for Sam's advancement to a 
Priest. Katie arrived after attending her own 
meetings in her college ward and it was fun to 
hear about her experiences. | knew she was a 
true co-ed when she walked in the house carrying 
a bag of dirty laundry. (It doesn't take long to 
realize that doing your laundry at Mom's is a lot 
cheaper than paying a machine in the 

dorms!) Anyway, we visited about her classes, 
institute, and roommates and talked with Sam 
about his classes and marching band. Steph and 
Lin’s family are at a fun stage right now. 


We drove to Logan in the Toyota pickup since we 
also had plans to swing around to Shauntel and 
Randy's place and get a bedroom set that they 
gave us. It had been raining and hailing so hard 
all day that we were grateful Daddy took a big tarp 
and the tools to secure the load. While we loaded 
things, | peeked inside the house to see what it 
looked like since it was full of furniture the last 
time | was there. It really looked spiffed up and 
nice. Hopefully they can get it sold and not have to 
worry about it sitting vacant through the winter. | 
talked to Shaunnie the other day and she said 
that they are enjoying Benton and the kids like 
their schools and are finding new friends. Camille 
has had a little harder time than Archie but 
Shauntel said it is working out and they are 
settling in. 


This week Daddy is taking a couple of vacation 
days and is going to help me get our bedroom 
painted and carpeted. Receiving Grandma's 
bedroom furniture has set off the domino effect 
and we are rearranging and doing some upgrading 
in our bedrooms. The only problem with all of this 
is that | keep thinking that we are going to be 
downsizing in a couple of years and moving this 
furniture to a new location and it makes me tired 
thinking about it. 


Several of you have asked about Tim and 

Lucy. They both have felt like they had too many 
reservations and that for now they are going to do 
some other dating and move on. It wasn't as 
painful as it could have been if either of them had 
wanted to proceed but starting over in the dating 
game is always a hassle. 


[Dad] One of the biggest demands of last week 
was our Fall Roundup and getting flyers out to all 
the schools inviting boys to come back to their 
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school on Wednesday night to join Cub 

Scouts. We had to have a volunteer at each 
school and we ended up talking to quite a few 
kids and their parents and having about six kids 
join that night. The follow up date if they couldn't 
make it that night was Blackfoot Motors from 10- 
2:00 on Saturday. | was alone but had a pretty 
constant stream of kids and parents and was able 
to get eleven boys signed up and a couple more 
that said they were interested and would attend 
and check it out. Last weekend was also the 
Memorabilia auction and Trade-o-ree. | helped a 
little with setting up on Friday but wasn't able to 
get back to it on Saturday because of the 
recruiting activity. 


We enjoyed our trip to Logan, attending Church 
with the Bennions, and all the relevant activities 
and visiting that went along with it. When we 
loaded up the bedroom set it was hard to tie the 
tarp down tight enough after draping it over the 
mattresses. We did the best we could and drove 
carefully all the way home at about 55 mph. We 
were able to keep everything dry and protected 
from the rain. It sure looks nice in SaraKay's 
bedroom. 


October 2, 2007 


[Mom] We've had an interesting and eventful 
week. Fortunately, the weather cleared last 
Monday and the crew was able to get into the 
fields. SaraKay put in five long days until Saturday 
when an unexpected snow storm shut down the 
harvesting for everyone in the valley. It really 
looked like a winter wonderland when we got up 
Saturday morning. It continued snowing off and 
on for most of the day so we had a warm and 
quiet day indoors. Today it is dry enough that they 
are starting up about noon. 


The project of the week for Daddy and me was 
painting our bedroom in preparation for new 
carpet that was being laid on Thursday 

morning. It proved to be more of a job than we 
had anticipated and so Daddy took a vacation day 
on Wednesday to help me finish things up. It is 
amazing how much stuff a bedroom can hold and 
how inconvenient life becomes when a room is 
dismantled and piled here and there. By late 
Wednesday we had everything painted except the 
closet doors and | worked on that Thursday 
morning while the carpet layer was here. 


We were scheduled to be in Jackson Hole 
Thursday afternoon at five for dinner and then a 
training that Daddy was conducting. We had been 
planning this trip for several weeks and it was 


harried in the hours before leaving because of our 
moving and painting. We left close to three and 
met our appointments. Of course, as you can 
imagine, the drive was gorgeous this time of 

year. | have always loved the drive to Swan Valley, 
Palisades, Victor, and Jackson Hole. It is some of 
the prettiest scenery on earth! 


On Thursday night Daddy conducted an Eagle 
Certification training and about 13 people 
attended. Many of them had driven for over an 
hour to be there. | was touched by the dedication 
| saw in these scouters. It's one of the perks of 
working for the BSA to rub shoulders with 
wonderful people. Daddy did a great job with his 
presentation and we finished up and spent the 
night at the Antler Inn. 


Friday morning, we were invited to have breakfast 
with Dan and Tukein Deakin at their home in 
Jackson Hole. They live in the "scout house," a 
house owned by the Boy Scouts for the district 
director that services Jackson, Swan Valley, Victor, 
Tetonia, Driggs, and Star Valley. Dan and his wife 
have five children and have serviced that area for 
about two years. They had invited us to come with 
them for the day on a canoe trip on String and 
Leigh Lakes there by Jackson Hole. Dan promised 
it would be a wonderful and relaxing time. 


We loaded two canoes on Dan's van and hauled 
two in Travis Wyatt's trailer. Travis serviced the 
area six years ago as the district director but had 
since joined the military and was just visiting for 
the week. Tuk's sister and her fiancé also were 
going with us. Daddy and | were in one canoe, 
Travis was solo in another, Dan and Tukein and 
their two-year-old, Abby, in a third and Mindy and 
Mike in a fourth. The morning was sunny and 
warm and the lake was beautiful. We carried all 
of our gear in several water-proof bags including 
our lunches for a picnic at noon. We planned to 
canoe to a beach, have a picnic, and then return 
home by three. 


It was an interesting experience to paddle on 
String Lake, avoiding fallen trees, and large 
boulders that peppered the lake bottom. For the 
most part the first lake was shallow and avoiding 
scraping a hole in the bottom of the canoe 
occupied our attention. After about an hour we 
docked and portaged over a neck of land and then 
put in at Leigh Lake. Daddy was in the back 
paddling and steering and | was in the front 
rowing for all | was worth. We rowed along, 
visiting with the other members of our group until 
Dan and Tuk and Mindy and Mike pulled ahead. 
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Pretty soon Travis who was paddling alongside us 
and visiting, commented that he thought a front 
was moving in and he wondered if we shouldn't 
head back for the smaller String Lakes area. We 
deliberated and decided to stick with the original 
plan for a while longer. Soon Dan and Tuk rowed 
back to where we were and said that we would all 
row to the end of the Lake and have our picnic 
there. Travis expressed concern about the wind 
that had begun to pick up and after conferring we 
decided to return with Travis, and Dan and group 
went on to the beach. By this time the wind was 
picking up considerably and it became a real 
concern. Since Travis had lived in the area and 
canoed the lakes a lot, we felt that we should 
follow his advice and we tried to stay right with 
him as he headed back. 


We continued to row, fighting the increasingly 
choppy water and arrived at a small island in the 
middle of the lake. Travis thought that we could 
skirt the island and cross to the opposite 
shoreline and finish our trip hugging the shore line 
and avoiding the waves. We were able to get to 
the island but by that time the water was churning 
and waves were hitting us broadside and we 
fought to keep the nose of the canoe facing into 
the waves so we wouldn't capsize. Beyond the 
island we could see white caps as the wind played 
havoc on the lake and we knew we would be 
helpless against the force of the wind. We finally 
decided to go in the direction the wind was 
blowing and try to get to the shore. It was a tense 
situation but we kept the canoe upright and let 
the wind blow us to shore where we met Dan and 
the rest of the bunch. We all followed the shore 
line to the far side of the lake but the wind was so 
bad by that time that we docked and deliberated 
what to do. It was obvious that we couldn't get all 
four boats back so we decided to split up with 
Daddy, Tuk, Abby and | walking a hiking trail 
around the perimeter of the lake and the other 
men and Mindy rowing two canoes along the edge 
of the water. It was about a two-and-a-half-hour 
return trip for all of us. Tuk and Daddy took turns 
carrying Abby and | carried some of our gear as we 
walked the trail back to the portage area. The 
canoers got back about a half hour before we did 
and then returned to bring back the other two 
canoes. Needless to say, we were a weary bunch 
and sorry sight by the time the day came to an 
end. 


| once read an essay by some humorist entitled 
"There Are No Atheists in Canoes." | understand 
better now just what he was poking fun at. It was 


a sobering thought to consider capsizing and then 
trying to get back into a boat that is unstable if 
anyone should get off balance. The placid Leigh 
Lake became a force to be reckoned with and | 
know both Daddy and | had some moments of 
concern about how it was going to play out. | was 
grateful that Daddy had enough savvy to yell 
instructions to me and that together we kept 
ourselves upright. 


After returning to the portage area, we paddled 
the first two canoes back through String Lake and 
to the dock. It just happened that we got a 
different canoe and it fairly glided through the 
water compared with our original boat. We both 
commented on how much faster it was but not as 
stable as the bigger, flatter one we had originally 
had. Maybe if we had been in the trimmer one, we 
wouldn't have been able to stay upright. Who 
knows? 


Saturday night Mike called and invited Daddy to 
ordain him a high priest on Sunday preparatory to 
him being called to the high council. It was a 
sweet experience to make a quick trip on Sunday 
to Burley and participate in that with Mike and 
Marci. Daddy got to see Ellie for the first time and 
spend some time with her. After dinner Mike and 
Dad administered to Marci. She is still pretty 
fragile and battling this hip problem. Her doctor 
told her to give it another couple of weeks before 
becoming alarmed since the hormones play a part 
in the loosening of the pelvic area prior to giving 
birth and he thinks the pain will subside 
gradually. In the meantime, life is a challenge for 
her. The good news is that Ellie is a good baby 
and sleeps and eats and is not one to fuss 

much. 


Tonight, for home evening we are going to fill out 
some questionnaires regarding our wills. (This 
wasn't motivated by our canoeing 

experience!) We have known we needed to get a 
will prepared and so we're moving ahead with it. | 
may need some information from some of you so 
watch your e-mail this week. 


[Dad] Sue has pretty much covered our week 
since so much of it overlapped. The only thing she 
didn't mention was how beautiful the lakes were 
and the Tetons from that vantage point. What a 
beautiful world we live in!! It was a sweet 
experience to be involved in Mike's ordination as a 
High Priest. As | prepared a line of authority for 
him, | realized that it was almost exactly forty 
years ago when | was ordained a High Priest by 
William R. Siddoway, our stake president in Provo, 
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prior to serving in the bishopric of the BYU 64th 
Ward. 


When we got back from Burley, | had to hustle on 
up to a Cedar Badge board meeting that we had 
arranged to have in Melaleuca's training room. It 
was a positive planning and assignment meeting 
and an introduction of the theme for the new 
board and new year we are starting to work 

on. We are taking applications for staff now and 
preparing to send out letters of appointment for 
the staff interviews to be conducted later this 
month and the beginning of next month. What a 
great and impressive bunch of young men and 
women with so much capacity and inspiration. It 
is a joy to be associated with them. 


Tonight we drove the pickup to Firth to the field 
where Tominaga's are digging to get some 
potatoes. We decided to just let them fill the bed 
of the pickup and then we came home and filled 
the bags we had. We will need to find out who 
needs potatoes so we can share with those of you 
who don't have access--just be aware that you will 
be getting field run instead of the hand-picked 
bags we have given out in the past. 


October 10, 2007 


[Mom] The weather outside is beautiful today 
despite the fact that since Friday we have had 
snow, rain, hail, wind, and unseasonably cold 
temperatures. SaraKay was hoping to work two 
full weeks and make as much as possible but 
things were so wet on Friday and Saturday that 
the fields can’t be worked until Tuesday or 
Wednesday, if then. We did enjoy having a cozy 
weekend listening to conference complete with 
Mike and Marci and their little ones. We 
entertained Amber with all the toys while we 
watched and enjoyed the sessions. It also gave 
us an excuse to sit and hold Ellie. "Who could ask 
for anything more?" 


Mike and Marci arrived Friday evening and they 
and Dad went to the temple while SaraKay and | 
babysat. It will be so nice for them when the Twin 
Falls Temple is completed and they can attend 
close to home. Marci is doing much better with 
her recovery and Amber seems to be doing great, 
too. 


We loved conference! We were surprised at Elder 
Eyring’s calling as second counselor but we 
certainly have nothing but praise for him. Elder 
Quinton Cook is an unknown to us but | guess 
we'll become better acquainted as time passes. | 
was voting for Bruce Hafen as most of you know 


but somehow my opinion didn't seem to carry 
much weight. Seems like we have known so 
many of the Apostles before they are called to the 
Council that we just expected to know the one 
that would replace President Faust. It was sweet 
to hear all the nice comments made about him 
and the service he rendered. Hopefully most of 
you were able to catch some of the sessions. 


Last week | cleared off all the pumpkins and 
squash in the garden and piled them on the picnic 
table. The extension agent told me to let them sit 
in the sun and "ripen" for about 10 days before | 
store them away ina cool, dry place. | need to call 
her again and ask her how long it takes for them 
to "ripen" when they have a couple inches of snow 
on them (like they did Friday and 

Saturday.) Anyway, we have everything harvested 
now and need to clean off the vines and rototill 
things up. When | called Becky the other day, she 
commented that she gets really homesick this 
time of year just thinking about spud harvest and 
the garden and football, etc. It's certainly one of 
my favorite times, too, and brings a lot of 
satisfaction to know that "all is safely gathered in" 
and that we've successfully completed another 
year. 


SaraKay had a wonderful experience in spud 
harvest this year. Brittany worked with her and 
the adults on the crew were all familiar and sweet 
to her. | couldn't help comparing it to her first 
harvest and how she hated it from start to finish. 
When she got rained and snowed out on Friday 
and Saturday, she felt cheated since she didn't 
get to say good-bye to the crew and knows that 
this will be her (and our) last harvest! | guess this 
is the first of many "lasts" we will experience this 
year! But let’s not go there yet...FYI: 


Stephani and Lin are busy following Sam from one 
marching band competition to another. This 
Saturday we will join them at the Holt Arena for a 
major competition. Fun! Katie is loving USU and 
especially enjoys her Chinese class! 


Shauntel and Randy continue to adjust to Little 
Rock. The kids have been battling a flu and cold 
bug which always makes life miserable for Mom 
and Dad but they feel like once they get the 
transition made, they are going to do fine. They 
still haven't sold their home in Smithfield and 
invite us to fast with them this weekend on their 
behalf. 


Steve and Bonnie and family flew to Disneyland 
for a four-day trip with all of Bonnie's siblings and 
their family courtesy of her parents. I'm sure it 
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was a great experience and we are encouraging 
Steve to post his snapshots of the trip. Rachel 
was on USU campus at a choral event and spotted 
Katie. It was a fun encounter for them both! 


David, Laurel, and Anna are in Washington D.C. 
touring for the week, hosted by Andrea's sister, 
Heather, and her family who live in 

Virginia. Andrea went back last year and David 
and girls decided to make the trip while they 
had family back there to take them to see the 
sights. I'm sure it will be a wonderful time. 


Becky has been handling the home front alone 
while Chet has been at annual conventions in the 
US as well as foreign countries. Becky’s letter 
describing Chet's luggage going around the world 
and visiting Czechoslovakia before he did was 
amazing! | hope she will mention in her 

next letter about meeting a man who speaks 
internationally about the adoption process and 
the challenges. She and Shauntel are especially 
attuned to that kind of information. 


John and Laurel have been on a painting spree 
and doing fun things to their home. Tessa Jane is 
almost walking and John said although they are 
cheering her on, she certainly has been a lot more 
work now that she is getting into everything and 
going through that stage where nothing is safe or 
sacred. They hosted Paul and Jenny for the 
weekend and enjoyed having family around. 


Mike called and said that he won the lottery. He 
didn't fool me for a minute. | Knew what he was 
referring to. He found out that he got approved to 
get loan repayment for working at the public 
health clinic. If they live in Burley for four years, 
they can mostly repay their school loans with tax- 
free dollars. Congrats. 


Paul and Jenny are in Wisconsin today for a 
seminar and Jenny is doing some visiting of old 
friends and acquaintances. Paul says the learning 
curve at Dow is so steep right now that he is still 
feeling overwhelmed but they are very happy and 
content as far as the ward and community. Beth 
loves school! 


Tax deadlines kept Tim in Boise for the 
conference weekend but he has a couple of girls 
he is trying to get with and hopes he can break 
away some weekend and spend it in Logan with 
the Bennions who have someone to line him up 
with, too. He is headed to Korea for Thanksgiving 
to see the sights and visit the Seelys. That's great 
news for Becky and fam! 


SaraKay is glad to be back to school and get back 
into things. Lots going on with Chambers and 
scholarship applications are on the horizon. She 
is going with us the last of October to a concert at 
BYU-I and is hoping to secure housing at 
Snowview Apt. across from the Snow Building just 
in case she decides to go into music and needs to 
use the practice rooms. 


Dad is busy as usual. University of Scouting 
coming up. FOS. Lots of details. Good health and 
continuing his exercise indoors now that the 
weather is cold. 


I’m rearranging the basement to accommodate 
the furniture | acquired from Grandma llene and 
Shauntel. Finished Dad's scout phoning and 
focusing on Fine Arts Luncheon and Craft Show 
coming up soon. Always plenty to do. 


[Dad] Life continues at its normal frenetic 

pace. There is never a paucity of things to do to 
make a difference in the lives of family or 

society. But | wouldn't have it any other way. It is 
always rewarding to feel gainfully 

employed. Michael Pritchard said, "You don't stop 
laughing because you grow old. You grow old 
because you stop laughing." 


We have just completed a "Will Questionnaire" to 
put in writing the information necessary to draw 
up our wills. We have had a strong desire to get 
this done for a long time and it feels good to be at 
this stage of the game and nearly be there and 
have our desires formally laid out in legal 

terms. There are still some gaps and details that 
we are going to want to take care of but all in good 
time. 


Conference was so beautiful and "filling." A young 
man in our ward was doing a blood drive for his 
Eagle leadership service project and | was 
scheduled to give blood at 11:15 on Saturday 
morning. But with BYU Television | was able to go 
online later and review those talks that | had 
missed. What a blessing our modern technology 
can be. 


Last night was the council Friends of Scouting 
kickoff luncheon at the Shilling House Reception 
Center--wonderful food, good meeting, and 
training. The theme this year is a space theme 
based on our space program. We are asking the 
districts and zones to set their own Fair Shares 
this year and Blackfoot is aiming for a 5% 
increase over last year--that would mean a 
$105,000 goal for 2008. 
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The big bedroom downstairs has never looked 
better. With assimilating Grandma llene's 
bedroom set and the other changes we have 
made--that room and the red room should be 
much more guest-friendly and Sue is certainly 
excited about it. We are especially pleased with 
the changes in our bedroom. 


October 15, 2007 


[Mom] The weather these past few days has been 
so nice that it has given us a chance to take care 
of some fall work. It's such a pleasure to be 
outside and enjoy the beautiful "Indian 

summer." The potato harvest is nearly over and 
the beet harvest is in full swing. Today in 

the Pocatello paper there was an article about 
some new Sugar beet research that has yielded a 
weed-resistant variety. The article went on to 
outline how growing this new variety will cut 

down expenses for the growers and is a major 
break-through. | couldn't help thinking about my 
Dad and all the years he spent in research for U & 
| Sugar and wondered if he has time in heaven to 
keep track of the industry. If so, I'm sure he's 
happy to see these improvements. 


This December our community is presenting "The 
Messiah" and | get to sing in the choir. The 
orchestra has been practicing for several weeks 
and will accompany. | have been so excited about 
it! Daddy and SaraKay are in the orchestra and so 
we all attended the weekly practice last 
Wednesday. | know it will be a challenge for me to 
learn the music since I've only sung selected 
songs but many of the participants know all of 

the numbers and they provide a strong lead. I'm 
so proud of our community and all the wonderful 
programs available to us. 


Daddy mentioned to me the other day that one of 
the men he supervises for BSA is a member of the 
Rexburg Temple open house committee and has 
sat in on some meetings with Chad and other 
leaders. At one of those meetings an authority 
mentioned that the Rexburg Temple had some of 
the finest workmanship of any temple in the 
world. That's quite a compliment to Chad and the 
other people who have worked on the 

building. We hope that some of you will come to 
the open house. Tickets need to be reserved 
although they are free. They will be available 
online starting on November 21st. If you need a 
place to stay either before or after your tour, count 
us in on the equation. We are hoping to take some 
of our investigators with us and tour it several 
times before dedication. 


On Saturday we attended the Marching Band 
Competition at ISU and spent an 

enjoyable afternoon with Stephani and Josh. It is 
such an amazing thing to watch the routines and 
hear the high caliber of music performed. Sam's 
band came in second to the Davis (Kaysville, UT) 
band who had so many members that they filled 
the entire football field as they did their 

routine. The numbers also include flag teams, 
individual dancers, baton twirlers, and of course, 
lots of fancy costuming to add pizzaz. Steph said 
that the routines are created by professionals. 
Each number includes three movements and 
occupies nearly 15 minutes of music and 
maneuvers. Daddy hadn't attended last year with 
us and so was in awe of it all just as SaraKay and 
were after attending last year. It is amazing to 
think of the talent, time, and dedication that it 
takes to produce such a fine program. We also 
watched Blackfoot High School perform this year 
although they are in a different category than 
Skyview (Sam's group.) Blackfoot took first place 
in its division and had an awesome 

routine. Sam's group did “O07” music and 
Blackfoot did a jazz number with lots of brass. 


It was nice to be back in the ward yesterday and 
attend testimony meeting. One of our members 
who has been recently activated (Toni 
Lopez/Melfeith) bore a sweet testimony about his 
life and struggles. It felt like another payday. | 
don't know how much longer we will be ward 
missionaries but it continues to bring us a lot of 
satisfaction. Our ward is so missionary minded 
that we know if we can get people to start coming, 
the ward will grab on to them and keep them 
coming. 


We appreciate everyone's faith and prayers for the 
Andersons. Please continue to keep them in your 
prayers. The housing market usually slows in the 
winter months so they are hoping they will be able 
to get it sold before winter sets in. 


[Dad] Besides the marching band competition on 
Saturday, | also had Cedar Badge Staff interviews 
in Idaho Falls and had to be up there at 7:15 a.m. 
to open the building and set up. We had 8 teams 
of interviewers and still couldn't keep up with the 
stream of kids seeking to be on staff. An amazing 
bunch of talented youth. We have another day of 
interviews in Pocatello the first Saturday in 
November. We will end up interviewing about 
160+ kids and selecting about 100. Each person 
who comes in to interview is requested to 
interview with at least 4 groups of interviewers. It 
is a wonderful experience for these kids. 
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Another major project and effort right now is 
getting ready for the University of Scouting/Cub 
Scout Pow Wow which is this Saturday. We utilize 
both the Snake River High School and Junior High 
buildings with a broad array of classes and 
activities for adult scout leaders. It is a wonderful 
supplementary training and we anticipate about 
400 participants and staff. We have been 
working on this event for 6 months and the final 
throes this week are going to be fairly intense. 


| visited Gold Gym this morning to check it out at 
5:30. They have some wonderful equipment, but 
unless you can be there at the right time when a 
trainer is available to help you get into a program, 
you are kind of lost. The loud music and the 
twenty minutes lost driving in and back convinced 
me to carry on with my own program of exercises, 
stationary bike and treadmill. 


October 22, 2007 


[Mom] Last weekend Daddy had his big University 
of Scouting event at the Snake River High 

School. He was in charge and had put a lot of 
time and energy into seeing that things were 
ready. He left here at 6:30 a.m. and delivered 
tables, etc. for the set-up before the participants 
arrived at 8:00. | joined him at about 11:00 to 
help feed the 5,000 (I mean 400) lunch. It 
seemed like a big bunch of hungry people and 
after everyone was Served, we invited them to 
come back for seconds and so most of the sloppy 
joes and salads were cleaned up and all of the 
chips, cookies, drinks were consumed. The 
salads and meat came from BYU-I catering service 
and Daddy picked up the rest from Sam's Club on 
Friday. When he arrived home Friday night, he 
told SaraKay and | to go look at the car and we 
had a good laugh. It was literally piled to the 
ceiling with food. Where he sat to drive was the 
only empty space in both the front and back 
seats. 


After helping to serve the meal and clean up the 
commons area, | came home. Daddy stayed until 
nearly four-thirty and was the last person to leave 
and lock things up. Because of Blackfoot's central 
location in the council, it becomes the favored site 
of their council-wide activities and it puts a lot of 
pressure on Daddy since he services the Blackfoot 
area. Anyway, he was pooped by the time he 
arrived home. We had coupons for a free meal at 
Applebee's that we were going to enjoy before 
attending SaraKay's concert at ISU but it was just 
too late by the time we left here for Pocatello. 


We unloaded banquet tables at the scout office in 
Pocatello and then grabbed a quick meal at 
Perkins. It just happened that Mike Kneese and 
his wife, Norma, entered the restaurant at the 
same time we did and we invited them to join 

us. Mike proceeded to share with us the events of 
their last few days. He said that they were 
enroute home from a quick trip to Nebraska. He 
has an older sister who has been paralyzed for the 
last 50+ years. She contracted polio during the 
50's and was in an iron lung for a while before she 
was able to breathe on her own. The polio left her 
not only paralyzed but retarded because of an 
extremely high fever. Mike has suffered with a 
limp from his bout with polio and continues to 
wrestle with it. 


Mike has tried to stay close to his sister 

all of these years to ensure that she had good 
care since his mother died of cancer when he was 
17 and wasn't there to see to her needs. He and 
Norma have been making several trips back and 
forth and this trip was especially poignant since 
his sister isn't expected to live much longer. It 
was an emotional conversation. Another thing that 
they shared with us was that their daughter in 
Alaska recently had a baby with Down's 
Syndrome. Norma stayed with her for several 
weeks and she said that it was good to be there. 


Daddy and | commented later that Mike and 
Norma have always been kindred spirits but we 
didn't know the details of their lives until now. He 
mentioned that Mike was drawn to the Church 
because he found answers to his many questions 
through his gospel study and Norma's 

nurturing. He joined the Church while he was in 
college and has been faithful ever since. You 
have to wonder if his sister volunteered in heaven 
to go through what she did that Mike would be 
drawn to the gospel message. Someday 

we'll have answers. 


Following dinner, we made a hasty trip to the ISU 
Performing Arts Center to enjoy the 567-voice 
choir that SaraKay was a part of. Every year ISU 
has an invitational where high schools from all 
over Idaho attend and get instructed by world 
renowned clinicians. One of the songs they 
performed was arranged by Mack Wilberg and 
they were accompanied by some brass and a 
piano. It was so glorious that both Daddy and | 
were struggling to hold back the tears. SaraKay 
commented later that being a part of that choir 
was one of the highlights of her life to this 

point. The clinician was so good with the kids and 
pulled so much music out of them. Whata thrill 
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for them and for all of us. Between the hundreds 
we saw last week at the Marching Band 
Competition and this week at the ISU Invitational, 
we felt like there are a lot of wonderful things 
happening in the area in the field of music! | 
really appreciate Deanne Casperson (Chambers) 
and all she has done to expose these kids to as 
many musical experiences as she can. It certainly 
broadens their horizons. 


[Dad] Trying to get a few thoughts down before | 
need to run and get things going on the Scouting 
for Food drive this weekend. | have a pallet of 
boxes in the back of my pickup that needs to be 
unloaded. We have quite a few wards that haven't 
picked up their bags and didn't get them 
distributed last Saturday--so they are going to 
need to do it this week. Saturday is the collection 
day which is about three weeks earlier than 
normal and a lot of units weren’t aware of the 
change. 


As Sue mentioned, the University of Scouting/Cub 
Scout Pow Wow last Saturday was a big 

success. We learned a few things from our 
experiences this year and hope to do even better 
next year. We had a lot of good help and received 
very positive reviews on the classes. With all the 
walking the halls locking and unlocking 
classrooms, taking care of garbage disposal, 
solving problems, serving and laying out the meal, 
cleaning, and locking up the building after loading 
and hauling tables and stuff--it ended up being 
quite a physically demanding day. It is a blessing 
to be able to stand up under the demands and my 
exercise routine is definitely a contributing factor. 


October 30, 2007 


[Mom] It's an absolutely gorgeous day 

outside! These are some of my favorite days and | 
want to "bottle" them and bring them out to enjoy 
when winter sets in. Isn't it wonderful that we live 
in such a beautiful and inspiring world! The other 
night on the way to Messiah practice there was a 
stunning rainbow that filled the sky. The colors 
were so vibrant and you could see the entire 

bow! Last Saturday, standing on BYU-I campus we 
looked to the west and there was a breath-taking 
sunset, the sun just hanging like a giant shiny red 
Christmas ornament in the sky! 


Speaking of BYU-Il. Some weeks ago Daddy (as an 
alumni of the Ricks College Symphony Orchestra) 
received an invitation to a Halloween Concert. It 
was a reunion in honor of Dr. Kevin Call and Dr. 
Neilson who are the conductor and assistant 
conductor of the orchestra on campus for the last 


24 years. They are retiring at the end of this year 
and alumnus were invited to the concert as well 
as to a dinner in the Taylor Chapel building. We 
decided to go and it was a wonderful thing to be a 
part of! We took SaraKay and spent some time 
walking around campus as well as attending the 
events. She got the "college bug" and didn't want 
to come back home with us. She's excited to 
complete this year and move on and we're excited 
for her. The concert was really unique with 
everyone dressed up and playing their parts. | 
guess it has been an annual event since Dr. Call 
joined the faculty. What fun! 


This week SaraKay found out that she qualified 
for attending All-State orchestra in January. She 
auditioned for both vocal and instrumental but 
preferred instrumental. There were 10 students 
who qualified for vocal and only two for 
instrumental and she was one of them. She has 
been trying to upgrade her abilities with her violin 
so she can try out for one of the orchestras at 
college. Although piano is her main focus, she 
loves the violin and hopes she can have a life-time 
of enjoyment from it. 


It was poignant at the concert when Del Parkinson 
(Karen’s all-time favorite piano teacher and 
Grandma Barbara's good friend) performed a 
number and then Lamar Barrus (Daddy's 
orchestra director and personal friend who played 
at his mission farewell) performed. When the 
concert was about over Lamar mentioned that the 
Rick's College Orchestra started in about 1962 
and had only a handful of musicians and that it 
was a miracle to have the wonderful orchestra 
they have today. But, he said, the real miracle is 
how the students have taken their love of music 
into their homes and communities and have 
carried on the tradition. We couldn't help thinking 
about Colleen Winder who first invited SaraKay to 
take free lessons with her daughter, Angela, and 
then started a program in our schools and Linnea 
and her efforts to keep our orchestra alive. It 
really hit home. 


We have been saddened by the terrible toll the 
fires have taken in California this past 

week. Sometimes when we get to feeling too safe 
and smug, we have something like that to remind 
us of just how puny man is against the forces of 
nature. I'm sure it was a terrifying experience for 
all concerned and heartbreaking for those who 
lost home and possessions. Our biggest concern 
right now here in the Snake River Valley is for a 
winter that will provide adequate snowpack so we 
have water for domestic and farm use. We have 
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heard the word "catastrophic" used when 
describing what could happen if our reservoirs 
don't get filled. Palisades is lower right now than 
at any time in recorded history and the reservoir is 
only a small stream meandering down the middle 
of the depleted lake bed. Farmers with senior 
water rights in the Twin Falls area are demanding 
that if there isn't adequate water that their rights 
take precedence and wells dug after '82 will be 
denied usage if things get critical. For reservation 
farmers and those using the aquifer it is a bleak 
prospect. Times like this remind us of our 
dependence on the Lord and his tender mercies 
to us. 


As we left Rexburg on Saturday the lights of the 
temple were on. It just dominates the landscape 
above the campus. |'m sure it is very satisfying for 
Chad to see the temple so near completion. We 
are looking forward to going through for the open 
house as well as for sessions when it is 
completed. What a blessing for the saints in that 
area! Hopefully some of you are planning to 
come. We’re 


looking forward to a visit from Paul and Jenny this 
weekend. We will be joining Mike and Marci on 
Sunday for Ellie's blessing and are pleased that 
Paul and Jenny's trip coincided with that special 
event. 


[Dad] Today was such a beautiful day--it even got 
up to 70 degrees-| couldn't help coming home 
from work and digging the last of our red potatoes 
and onions and then tilling the garden spot. There 
isn't anything to compare with freshly turned soil 
in the fall. Yesterday was a typical Sunday of 
meetings and just being "fellow citizens with the 
saints." We especially enjoyed ward and stake 
choir practices as we are getting ready for 
Christmas programs, Thanksgiving special 
numbers, and stake conference in two weeks. 


Saturday was the Scouting for Food service 
project. We gota good article about it on the front 
page of the paper and then had a great response 
from every unit (ward) and ended up with over 
33,000 items donated. This is always a great 
effort that results in a lot of good will and publicity 
for the Scouts. The paper did a follow up article 
today with picture and on the front page again. 


It was such a thrill to be at the Halloween concert 
with the wonderful music and all the special 
effects. It actually started in 1960 and | was in it 
in 1962 and then in 1965-66 after my 

mission. They had a bunch of yearbooks out on a 
table at the reunion and as | looked through the 


1966 one, | found Staff, Gary, Susan, and myself 
and several with both Sue and | together. It was 
fun to have SaraKay so smitten with the campus 
and not want to leave. 


November 10, 2007 


[Mon] It's a gorgeous fall day outside and | can 
hear the leaves calling my name. Maybe ina 
couple hours when it is warmed up a little, I'll 
tackle the job and see if | can clear things off a bit 
in the back yard. We've had a great week, 
complete with a wonderful weekend with Mike, 
Paul, Steve, and their families. Paul has a 
seminar in SLC this week and so the 

whole family came since they probably won't be 
able to come for the holidays or for next summer. 
They flew in on Saturday, rented a car and arrived 
here in time Saturday afternoon for the kids to 
play on the trampoline and enjoy our beautiful 
weather. After supper we spent the evening 
visiting and catching up on things. We joked that 
it was a perfect time for them to visit since we had 
25 hours to enjoy their company instead of the 
traditional 24! 


On Sunday morning we drove to Burley and 
attended Mike and Marci's meetings with 

them. When we went into sacrament meeting, we 
were pleased to see that Steve and Bonnie had 
arrived and it was sweet to have Steve, Dad, Mike 
and Paul all in the circle as well as Marci's dad 
and brother. Marci's parents brought two of her 
sisters with them from Bountiful as well as some 
of their grandchildren so it was a nice surprise on 
a special day. Ellie is sure growing. She looked 
beautiful in her white blessing dress and Mike's 
blessing was very sweet! 


We so enjoyed the good food, good company, and 
chance to be together. It was a wonderful "tender 
mercy" that Paul and Jenny just happened to be in 
the area and could participate. We left for home 
about 4:30 but Steve and Bonnie and Paul and 
Jenny and families were still visiting and enjoying 
the chance to be together. This next Sunday we 
will be in Wellsville for Nate's ordination to the 
Aaronic Priesthood. 


We were released Sunday as ward 

missionaries. Daddy was called to teach the 
Gospel Doctrine class and | was called to teach in 
the Primary. We have felt like it was time for us 
to be released and appreciated that our feelings 
were reflected in the bishop’s impressions that we 
were ready for a change. We have so enjoyed our 
"mission" these last two and a half years and feel 
like we've done our best to magnify our 
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callings. But change is good and people who 
won't respond to us may respond to those who 
replace us and that's the beauty of it all. | know 
Daddy is apprehensive about teaching Gospel 
Doctrine but | know he'll do a great job! 


Last Saturday was our Fine Arts Craft fair and 
dinner. | spent the day in the kitchen helping with 
the meal. Today I'm helping fix dinner for 350 
high school students who are visiting our high 
school for an Honor's Clinic. Chambers have taken 
on the job of providing dinner for them (for a small 
fee) and using the occasion as a fundraiser. It's 
going to be a lot of work but interacting with other 
parents and being a part of the event is 
something | am looking forward to. My days with 
SaraKay are numbered and I'm hanging on to 
each moment. 


[Dad] Today is the first Saturday | have had free 
for a long time and it is hard to know what to do 
with myself. The first thing | did was to go out and 
spread the piles of leaves that Sue had hauled 
into the garden before we get any moisture on 
them. Maybe | will have a chance to till them in 
also. 


Yesterday was the Holiday Auction in the Shiloh in 
Idaho Falls. | didn't have a specific assignment-- 
other than helping if needed and arranging for 
some Cedar Badge kids to do the flag ceremony 
and to help as runners and "Vanna Whites" during 
the auction. | called every Cedar Badge Staff 
member in Idaho Falls to get 5 that were able to 
help. There were debate tournaments, football 
state semifinals, Young Ambassadors concert, 
and state student government leadership 
conference in Boise that kids were involved with. 
When you are dealing with cream of the crop of 
student leaders, they are busy and involved. It 
turned out that we had 40 of our Cedar Badge 
Staff members in Boise for the student 
government conference. No small coincidence. 


Sue has really been involved in putting together 
her talk for Stake Conference tonight and has 
needed some help with some sources and partial 
quotes that she remembers and wanted to 

use. The internet and the Church's website are 
awesome tools for that purpose. As | have begun 
preparing my first Gospel Doctrine lesson, | 
downloaded the teacher’s manual and found a 
myriad of sites dedicated to Gospel Doctrine 
lesson material and discussion. It is easy to get 
bogged down in an information overload if you 
don't stay pretty close to the scriptures and to the 
approved lesson outline. 


Wednesday night was Messiah practice. Sue went 
to the community chorus and SaraKay and | went 
in to the orchestra next door. It is wonderful to be 
immersed in that beautiful music attesting to the 
power of the Atonement and the reality of the 
Savior. When we come together--choir and 
orchestra--it is really powerful and such a thrill to 
be a part of. In an article in the BYU Magazine, it 
talked about how much music is created on BYU 
campus outside of the music department and the 
standard choruses, bands, and symphony. There 
is enough interest that BYU has 5 symphony 
orchestras and still turns people away, while many 
colleges struggle to fill one. It was interesting to 
read about the number of small ensembles and 
groups, tunnel singing, and so on. Music certainly 
has a permanent spot in our LDS culture. 


November 12, 2007 


[Mon] I've had a great birthday! I've gotten phone 
calls, e-mails, gifts, cards, and the day is only half 
over. Daddy gave me some shopping money, took 
me to lunch, and is providing supper 

tonight! "Who could ask for anything more?” 
(That's the final line in "Crazy for You" and we've 
found it just fits for a lot of occasions!) Anyway, 
thanks to you kids for making my day so special. 


Our whole weekend was special. Saturday was 
one of the first Saturdays in months that Daddy 
has had the day off and it was nice to have him 
around. SaraKay had a bunch of stuff that she 
was doing, including getting ready for her Buddy 
Dance date that night, and | was finishing up my 
talk for conference that night. Fortunately, | had 
done most of my cleaning and cooking on Friday 
and so | could give the time | needed to my 

talk. Every time Daddy would walk by the 
computer room, he would see me sitting at the 
computer surrounded by all kinds of reference 
materials. Next thing | knew he would get on his 
computer and print out another talk on the Holy 
Ghost. | wanted to yell, "Stop!" but | knew he was 
only trying to be helpful so | didn't want to 
complain. Finally, he peeked in and asked, "Do 
you have information overload.” Yes, that was 
what | had alright! | finally had to just pull away 
from all the reference books, and talks and focus 
on the message that | felt | should give (in my 12 
minutes of assigned time!) It finally came 
together and | felt rewarded for my efforts. | felt 
like | had been guided in what | said and had a lot 
of positive feedback. 


We left Sunday morning and drove in a wonderful 
(I'm not complaining) rainstorm that continued 
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from here to Wellsville. It was still a pleasant trip 
and we attended all of Steve and Bonnie's 
meetings with them. Originally, we thought they 
would be having their Primary Program but the 
date was changed so | sat in on the rehearsal so 
that | could see the kids perform. It was rather 
amazing to realize that only three of their kids 
were even in Primary anymore! | could tell that 
Nate wasn't disappointed that he missed it by a 
couple of weeks. 


Bonnie is the music director and the kids really 
sing for her. She had arranged several 

solos, family groups, and instrumental groups to 
accompany the Primary children and it was very 
well done. They have over 100 children in their 
Primary. Later, during dinner, Jean Benson told us 
that their Primary only has nine children! Whata 
contrast. 


Following the meetings, the Bensons and Dad and 
| joined Steve and Bonnie for the ordination. It 
was sweet to hear Steve ordain his firstborn son 
and give him a blessing. Having Daddy and Morris 
in the circle made it all the more special. 


We enjoyed having dinner with their family and 
then all five of the kids gave us an impromptu 
recital complete with piano, cello, and ending with 
Nate on his violin since he was the "man of the 
hour." All the kids seem to enjoy their music. And 
of course, the Benson and Larsen grandparents 
(and SaraKay) are a very appreciative 

audience. At one point in the recital, | glanced 
over at Steve (Son) who was sitting nearby and he 
had the sweetest look of contentment on his 
face. Although we all know that life can be tough 
at times, the occasional "payday" that we 
experience really keeps us going. 


We felt badly about missing our own stake 
conference session on Sunday but this morning 
Sharon Moss who walks with me every day came 
with copious notes from the session. Janet was 
also walking with us and she filled in some of the 
blanks when Sharon couldn't read what she had 
written. Towards the end of the walk as Sharon 
was finishing up, Janet asked, "Did my husband 
make a promise at the end of his talk? He came 
home and wanted to review with me what he had 
said and he asked me if he had given the 
congregation a blessing and | thought he had but | 
couldn't remember what it was." Sharon checked 
her notes again and read, "| bless you that as you 
live these simple principles that have been taught 
today (FHE, Family and individual prayer and 
scripture study, Sabbath observance) that there 


will be a healing of your hearts and 

homes." Sharon had captured that beautiful 
blessing and Janet was so grateful that she could 
go home and let Pres. Jenks know. What a 


wonderful testimony of the importance of 
records! Another sweet thing happened as Janet 
was telling us about President Jenks's 
apprehension about what he says and does as 
president of the stake. Sharon said that she got 
up early this morning and was working around the 
house and she began to think about life and the 
gospel and wondering about things and she said 
in that brief moment of doubt and uncertainty she 
had come into her mind a picture of President 
Jenks standing at the pulpit bearing witness of the 
gospel and it brought peace and certainty to her 
musings. | hope Janet shares that with President 
Jenks. Another thing that Sharon recorded was 
that President Jenks encouraged each of us who 
have married children to counsel you to have 

your family and individual scripture study, FHE, 
and remember to honor the Sabbath. Wonderful 
advice to all of us. 


[Dad] There really isn't much for me to say since it 
was just Saturday morning when | finished last 
week’s letter and we got it sent out. As Sue 
described, Sunday was a special day and it was 
gratifying to spend the time with Steve and Bonnie 
and their family. It gives me cause to reflect as | 
see how quickly their kids are growing up. Whata 
beautiful and talented family! The refining 
influences of the gospel in our lives are certainly 
plainly manifest as we worship together, eat 
together, and share one another's talents. 


Elder Douglas Callister of the Seventy said in a 
recent BYU devotional address: "The nearer we 
get to God, the more easily our spirits are touched 
by refined and beautiful things. If we could part 
the veil and observe our heavenly home, we 
would be impressed with the cultivated minds and 


imagine that our heavenly parents are exquisitely 
refined." 


He quoted Brigham Young as saying, "We are 
trying to be the image of those who live in heaven; 
we are trying to pattern after them, to look like 
them, to walk and talk like them." The 13th Article 
of Faith encourages us in that pursuit, "if there is 
anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report or 
praiseworthy, we seek after these things." Elder 
Callister said, "Refinement is a companion to 
developed spirituality. Refinement and spirituality 
are two strings drawn by the same bow." He then 
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went on to talk about language, literature, music 
and art and how they are reflected in a refined 
and spiritually tuned soul. 


As | read Sue's account of her walk with her 
friends and their sharing the messages of Stake 
Conference that we missed-| was especially 
touched with the challenge and promise of 
President Jenks. The "standard seminary 
answers" are so simple and yet so powerful as a 
shield against the fiery darts of the adversary. It is 
incredible that so many have such a difficult time 
incorporating those practices into their way of 
life. It is just a matter of commitment and then 
habit. When we make up our minds to follow our 
leaders, we are assured of the blessings 
promised. 


November 19, 2007 


[Mon] I've spent almost the entire day at the 
computer following up on scholarships. | haven't 
done this for so long that | forget how much work 
itis. It is an improvement over the days when | 
used the big old typewriter and lots of "white out" 
while filling out forms. SaraKay is trying to meet 
the priority deadline of December ‘st for BYU-| 
and has been collecting letters of 
recommendation and distributing endorsement 
forms to her seminary teacher, bishop, stake 
president, and school principal. She had so many 
forms with her this morning when she left for 
school that | was worried she would get them 
mixed up and delay the process. Luckily, we can 
check online and spot any endorsements that 
don't come in and make more contacts if needs 
be. 


| have a stack of scholarship apps in a folder and 
have been working to figure out the what and 
when and where of each sponsor. It's going to be 
a busy year just finishing her up but the end is in 
sight! She is getting excited about it, too, and 
can't believe that she is nearly finished with high 
school. Sometimes she is filled with nostalgia 
about it all and sometimes she can't wait to be 
through. You remember those feelings, I'm sure. 


Play tryouts were last Thursday. SaraKay arrived 
home feeling like she did her best and that she 
had a shot at the lead. Friday morning the cast 
was posted on line and she had won her 

spot. Before the day was over, Lauri had recast 
and double casted many of the students and 
stirred up a hornet’s nest of upset parents. It was 
an emotionally exhausting day. 


Friday Daddy spent the day on his feet helping set 
up for the Holiday Auction sponsored each year by 
the Grand Teton Council. By the time | arrived to 
help at 6:00, he was beat and | was too. Mike 
and Marci joined us and participated in both the 
silent and live auctions although | don't think they 
bought anything of note. Last year they got some 
wonderful vacation packages and Mike 
determined to attend this year and see what was 
available. | had to help with the recording of bids 
and so | didn't get in as much visiting time as | 
would have liked but Daddy got off his feet and 
spent some time with them before they returned 
to Burley. 


We are looking forward to going to Boise for 
Thanksgiving and sharing the day with Dave and 
Andrea and Steph and Linds and their families. 
Hopefully the weather will stay nice enough that it 
won't be a difficult trip. On Saturday Daddy raked 
all the corn stalks and other garden mess into a 
huge pile in the pasture and cleaned up the fence 
line. | still need to clean out my flower bed in front 
but everything else is about ready for winter 
weather. When the wind started blowing Saturday 
night Daddy wished that he had put up the plastic 
on the back patio doors but hopefully that project 
can be completed this next weekend. It's a good 
feeling to have things gathered in and to feel all 
cozy indoors when winter sets in. Hope all of you 
will have an enjoyable Thanksgiving. Tim arrived 
safely to Korea and hopes to see all the sights in 
his whirlwind of a visit. 


On Sunday Daddy taught his first gospel doctrine 
class and got compliments for the rest of the 

day. | think it was very satisfying for him although 
he told me that he sweat as bad presenting the 
lesson as he usually does after his half hour bike 
ride in the mornings. When | walked in to sit with 
my Primary class following sacrament meeting, | 
was pleased and surprised to discover that one of 
our investigators had come to meetings and 
brought her daughter and grandson and he was in 
my class. It was sweet to work with him and help 
him adjust to attending a church 

meeting. Hopefully he had a good 

experience. His teenage aunt Sheila stayed with 
him in my class and | used her as an 

assistant. She listened very attentively during the 
entire Primary time and | wondered if maybe the 
Primary situation isn't a little more comfortable for 
her right now than YW would be. The investigator, 
Ruth, has set her baptism date for November 
30th and we are overjoyed to see it finally 
happening after all this time. 
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November 28, 2007 


[Mon] I've spent the morning getting tickets to the 
Rexburg Temple open house. | got up at 5 a.m. to 
get on the website but for some unknown reason, 
the website wasn't working. | then started 
phoning the number listed for the open house but 
it wasn't working until 9:30. From then until noon, 
| put the phone on redial and did some book work, 
punching the redial button about every minute or 
30 seconds. It was busy until 10:30 when it 
finally dialed through. Then | was on another 
waiting list but at least | was one step 

closer. When the person on the other end finally 
came on, she must have pushed the wrong button 
and | got the dial tone. Can you imagine my 

fury? And the worst thing was | couldn't complain 
to anyone or get back into the system. Again, | 
started pushing redial and finally at 11:45 | got an 
answer and was informed that all the tickets for 
December 29 and 31 were gone but | could get 
some for the afternoon of New Year’s Day! Well, | 
went ahead and got 10 (the limit for one call) and 
then called Andrea to see if they could come on 
the 1st instead of the 29th. What a deal! You'd 
think for someone who is so closely related to the 
construction manager, | would receive a little 
respect! 


| loved Tim's account of his Korean trip and time 
with the Seely's. | Know it meant so much to 
Becky to have him share the holiday with them. | 
think none of us except John and Laurel can truly 
appreciate what it's like living in a foreign country 
with a young family. Those of you who have 
served missions have had a small taste of 

it. Living in Asia is especially difficult since our 
cultures are so different, but any time there is a 
language barrier, it’s complicated. 


We loved our chance to be with David and Andrea 
and Steph and Lin and their families. It was just 
such a pleasant time together with lots of visiting 
and good food. On Thursday morning we took a 
walk up the hill to the Veteran's Cemetery and 
could see a panorama of Boise Valley. Although it 
was a bit overcast, it was a beautiful day anda 
fun activity. 


At one point we were walking behind Stephani and 
the three kids and Lin commented that right now 
the whole family is the same height and that it is 
so strange to have them all looking eye to 

eye. We are moving into a new stage where we 
have all these teenage grandkids and how strange 
it seems to have so many of them that are as tall 
as their parents. Our lives fly by! 


We enjoyed being with Dave and Andrea. They 
are at such a busy stage right now. Next year 
Laurel will be attending Boise High School and be 
thrust into all the busy things that entails. She 
and Anna are doing so well with their 

talents. Laurel is preparing a concerto for a tryout 
in January and Anna is becoming more proficient 
on the flute. Joseph will be taking guitar lessons 
next year and Chantelle is starting 

piano. Everyone performed for us Thursday night 
and it was a real treat! They are a capable bunch 
(including Mom and Dad!) 


SaraKay played at a reception Friday night and 
came home $50 richer. It was for a friend of ours 
and | felt the amount was too much, but Colleen 
Winder assured me that by the time you factor in 
practice sessions and locating music and other 
things that $50 is a bargain. It sure was a nice 
reward for their efforts. 


[Dad] Sunday night Uncle Gary called and asked 
me to speak at his school the next morning at 
8:00 for their weekly leadership assembly. | was 
glad that | had been memorizing some thoughts 
and poems and with some stories and 
commentary to tie things together was able to 
share about 12 minutes of pretty good stuff 
regarding definition of goals, persevering, and the 
power of firm commitment when "Providence 
moves too.” It was rewarding to be able to doa 
credible job for him on short notice. 


Last week in Boise as we sat around the table 
peeling eggs for deviled eggs, we had a quote-a- 
thon with me against Andrea and kids. They did 
remarkably well, but they had some tough 
competition from yours truly. 


A couple of you have asked about my new role as 
Gospel Doctrine teacher. | have enjoyed the 
immersion in the scriptures and the new insights 
and meaning that comes from a more in-depth 
study. There is no doubt about the teacher 
learning more than the class--it is almost 
impossible to share with them all the things | have 
learned and still involve them in meaningful 
discussion in the short amount of time we 

have. The second class was much easier than the 
first with much less sweat and anxiety. The future 
should be even better because of being set apart 
Sunday after our block. Let me just share with 
you the beginning of Sunday's lesson from Peter 
and Jude. 


| Peter 1:2 and | James 1:6 have a common 
thread of rejoicing in our trials and afflictions. | ran 
across an interesting anecdote that sheds some 
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light on those verses. It is actually a description of 
the meaning of Malachi 3:3 "He will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver" and | quote: "I was 
puzzled by that verse and wondered about the 
nature and character of God. | called a silversmith 
and made an appointment to watch him at work. 
As | watched, he held a piece of silver over the fire 


and let it heat up. He explained that, in refining 
silver, one needed to hold the silver over the 


middle of the fire, where the flames were hottest 
so as to burn away all the impurities. | thought 
about God holding us in such a hot spot as | 


thought again about the verse, 'He will sit as a 
refiner and purifier of silver.’ | asked the 


silversmith if it was true that he had to sit there 
the whole time the silver was being refined. He 
responded yes. He not only had to sit there but he 
had to keep his eyes on the silver the entire time 
it was in the fire. If the silver was left a moment 
too long in the flames, it would be destroyed. After 
a moment of silence, | asked the silversmith, 'How 
do you know when the silver is fully refined?' He 
smiled and said, 'That's easy-when | see my 
image in it!' 


If you are feeling the heat of the fire, please know 
that God has his eye on you and will continue to 
watch you until He sees His image in you! 


In the epistles of Peter, we have broad and 
powerful instruction from the President of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of former-day saints. 
Richard Lloyd Anderson of the Seventy has 
said: "The two short letters we have from the 
Apostle Peter are treasures. Though containing 
about 3 percent of the New Testament, they 
survey the major doctrines of the early Church: 
The Atonement, repentance and baptism, 
priesthood power, the threatening apostasy, and 
Christ's Second Coming. These doctrines come 
from no less than the person given the keys to 
lead Christ's church anciently." 


As we have studied the New Testament this year, 
we have read repeatedly of the expectation of the 
Lord and his prophets that we not be like the 
world, that our conduct and our conversation be 
above reproach. We have been directed to love 
our neighbors and our enemies, to feed those who 
have no hope of returning the favor, to forgive 
seventy times seven times, to be in the world but 
not of the world. We are commanded to be 
different. And in fact, if we live our religion and 
keep our covenants, in the world's eyes we will be 
peculiar indeed. 


No New Testament author emphasized the 
peculiar nature of saints, and the ways in which 
they differ from the world, with more clarity and 
beauty than Peter. Joseph Smith said of him, 
"Peter penned the most sublime language of any 
of the apostles." The epistles of Peter and Jude 
offer valuable teachings to help us live worthily as 
children of God with the promise of becoming like 
Him and inheriting all that He has. 


December 5, 2007 


[Mom] We've had an emotional weekend. On 
Saturday Steve and Bonnie called to invite us to 
join the Bensons in a fast for Bonnie's sister, 
Shannon. She had been sick with a bad cold and 
had been taking antibiotics. By Friday afternoon 
she was so bad that they transported her by 
ambulance to EIRMC in Idaho Falls. She was 
diagnosed with viral pneumonia and was not 
responding to the medications and they had to 
put her on breathing apparatus and into a drug 
induced coma to keep her stabilized. She had a 
rough couple of days when it was touch and go 
but last night when | called Jean and Morris, they 
said that she was doing better and things looked a 
little more optimistic. We pray that she will 
continue to improve and soon be able to return 
home. The family has lined up help for the next 
couple of weeks since even after she leaves the 
hospital, she is going to be very weak and unable 
to do much. Our prayers continue with her. 


In our testimony meeting Janet Jenks bore a 
beautiful testimony about the power of the 
priesthood. She and President had just returned 
from EIRMC where they visited with John and 
Bonnie Moon. Their son Christian who is a 
freshman at BYU-I was in a terrible accident 
enroute home on Saturday afternoon and was in 
critical condition. He has four cracked ribs, 
abrasions and head trauma. Everyone is praying 
for him and his family and they have had a huge 
outpouring of love from the community. We went 
to the hospital to spend some time with them last 
night and there was a big group from his ward 
visiting with Bonnie as well as Michelle and 
Debra. It's been hard for Matt who is on a mission 
in North Carolina to be away and not feel the 
support of his family. Christian has had multiple 
brain scans and is ina coma, induced by 
medications so that his brain will be able to 
recover from the trauma. Bonnie and John can be 
in the room with him but aren't supposed to touch 
him or talk to him since the doctors don't want any 
stimulation to the brain until he is 

stabilized. Bonnie had been at the hospital for 
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over 24 hours with only snatches of sleep. She's 
such a faithful woman and holding on to the many 
priesthood blessings that Christian has received. 


Yesterday morning Steve got a call from one of the 
district executives, Joaquin Blanco, who joined the 
church in Venezuela and attended BYUI. He met 
and married a sweet non-Hispanic girl and has 
been working for the Scouts for a few years. They 
have several children. Joaquin received a call 
early Sunday informing him that his father had 
been murdered. He was living in Venezuela and 
was a retired member of their intelligence 
community. Since retirement he has been active 
politically and yesterday was the national election 
and he had been active in promoting a free 
election. Saturday night he was killed and now 
Joaquin is trying to get into the country to be with 
his mother and help out there but he is also aware 
that he needs to be cautious and not get into a 
situation that they would detain him. Joaquin 
thinks of Dad as a second father and Steve was 
grateful to be able to spend some time with him 
and give some advice. 


Later yesterday we were told about one of 
SaraKay's classmates, Bailey Lake, (Dennis and 
LuAnn's granddaughter) who was having some 
aches and pains as a result of a fall from a horse 
and when they took her in for x-rays the radiologist 
discovered that she has a large tumor growing 
between her heart and spinal cord. They are 
doing further testing to discern if it is cancerous. 


Our testimony meeting was very poignant. One of 
our investigators was baptized on Friday and she 
was confirmed and many of the neighbors who 
have worked with her bore their testimonies. 
Justin and Hailey Randall's baby was blessed and 
both of them bore beautiful testimonies. Their 
extended families have been through a lot of trial 
and they were all there to show support and love. 
Justin has just recently come back into the church 
and he bore his testimony about his love for the 
gospel and appreciation for the power of the 
Atonement. His mother (Debbie Randall) bore one 
of the most beautiful testimonies | have ever 
heard of appreciation for the Lord's sacrifice for 
us. She mentioned that it was just four years ago 
that her teenage daughter died of cancer and that 
since that time of trial and suffering, 

their family has grown closer to the Lord than they 
ever were before. She said that looking back over 
the years she feels like her daughter gave herself 
as a sacrifice that their family would come 
together and would turn to the Lord. She said that 
just as she cannot take that sacrifice lightly, she 


also cannot look upon the Savior's sacrifice for 
each of us and not respond with increased 
devotion and obedience. 


It was such a beautiful testimony and had been 
preceded by others that were very moving. | love 
testimony meeting and feel like it gives us a 
glimpse into people's hearts that we just cannot 
get in any other way. 


Life is a challenge but is also full of sweet 
moments that strengthen us to keep moving 
ahead and honoring our covenants. It’s Dad's 
birthday on Saturday. Call, write, e-mail, send a 
card or gift; be sure to touch base. 


[Dad] You can ignore Sue's last 

paragraph. What's the big deal about surviving 
one more year? At this point my days are 
numbered, I'm sure. 


My lesson on Sunday went well. How can you fail 
with a topic like, "God is Love" and all the beautiful 
verses in 1, 2, & 3 John? We discussed 
manifestations of Heavenly Father's and the 
Savior's love and how we can show our love for 
them. President Thomas S. Monson said, “Our 
Heavenly Father's plan contains the ultimate 
expressions of true love. All that we hold dear-- 
even our families, our friends, our joy, our 
knowledge, our testimonies—would vanish were it 
not for our Father and His Son, the Lord Jesus 
Christ... The world has witnessed no greater gift, 
nor has it known more lasting love." 


A quote from Elder M. Russell Ballard was of 
particular interest to me. He said, "Individual, 
personal testimony of gospel truth, particularly of 
the divine life and mission of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, is essential to our eternal life...Life eternal 
is predicated upon our own individual, personal 
knowledge of our Father in Heaven and His Holy 
Son. Simply knowing about them is not 

enough. We must have personal, spiritual 
experiences to anchor us. These come through 
seeking them in the same intense, single-minded 
way that a hungry person seeks food." 


Usually, our response is not that intense seeking 
but rather a response to the needs of 
circumstances that develop in our lives. But lam 
convinced of the necessity of those "personal, 
spiritual experiences to anchor us.” | am so 
grateful for the many spiritual experiences, 
answers to prayers, and tender mercies that have 
shored up my testimony over the years. God does 
live—He does love and know us individually, even 
our names--He does hear and answer our prayers- 
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-and He does indeed speak to us through living 
prophets today-may we always have the will to 
heed and follow them through thick and 

thin!!! Love, DAD 


December 10, 2007 


[Mon] It's a beautiful winter wonderland outside 
today. | went to the post office and the roads are 
icy and treacherous so | postponed all my other 
errands and decided to wait a while and see if it 
clears off. The days are truly flying by with 
Christmas just around the corner. We had our 
stake Christmas Choir concert last night and had 
a great response from every ward. It was very 
heart-warming to hear the music and see so many 
in our stake participating in their ward choirs. 


We appreciated hearing from many of you for 
Dad's birthday. He spent the day indoors working 
on his lesson and relaxing. He took several calls 
during the morning but received word in the 
afternoon that someone had stolen his identity 
and had been using his credit card info to charge 
up thousands of dollars of charges in CA. He 
immediately got on the phone and tried to track 
down other financial information to make sure 
that it wasn't happening on his other 

accounts. He spent hours on the phone Saturday 
afternoon and is at the bank this morning working 
through the situation. Needless to say, it has been 
very upsetting and nearly ruined a perfectly good 
birthday. It is a frightful thing to think that 
someone out there knows your name, social 
security #, birthday, name of your mother, and on 
and on. He is trying to cancel anything that has 
his password on it, too. I've heard of this 
happening but never dreamed it could happen to 
us. Hopefully we aren't liable for the 

charges. (Daddy just called and said that the 
culprit drew out $1,000 from our bank account 
last week, opened up an online account, and has 
been messing with our bank funds, too.) 


The drama with Shannon Williams and Christian 
Moon continues. It has been decided that 
Shannon has had a reaction to some medication 
and developed RVS as a result. It is life- 
threatening and could have long-term implications 
for her. Right now, the family is just trying to get 
from one day to the next, encouraged with even 
the slightest improvement. Bonnie will be coming 
to help with the children this week. Doug and 
Shannon have five children, the oldest being in 
fifth grade. I'm sure this has been heart-breaking 
for them as they have wondered from day to day 


when Mom is coming home. Bonnie has been 
forwarding daily updates to us. 


In the last update Bonnie included an experience 
she had with Chrissy this past week. She said 
that Chrissy made a maze by stomping down the 
snow in their back yard. She then told the family 
that if they could figure out how to get to the end 
of the maze, there would be the name of a special 
person written in the snow. The family assumed 
that "Santa" or "Jesus" would be the name. Much 
to their surprise, upon completing the maze, the 
name "Shannon" was sketched in the snow. It just 
shows how in tune kids are to the concerns of 
their parents. 


Christian Moon has developed pneumonia and a 
strep throat and so he is still in the drug induced 
coma. The Moons are so frustrated with the 
whole thing and really wonder if the doctors have 
any idea what is going on. When Daddy spent 
some time with John on Tuesday he was really 
struggling and when | called Saturday night he 
sounded so discouraged. Bonnie has never come 
home from the hospital since the accident and I'm 
sure she is wearing thin. What a difficult situation 
for them. Keep them in your prayers. 


[Dad] Yes, we have been a victim of Identity Theft- 
actually a form of it called Account Takeover-— 
because he actually used our identity to set up a 
new identity with US Bank, opened a new 
checking account over the internet, opened a new 
credit card, applied for a credit increase on our 
credit card after maxing it out in cash advances 
which he deposited in the new 

account. Fortunately, because of timing we have 
been able to nip most of it in the bud--freeze 
accounts, visit with fraud departments with all the 
major banks, put a fraud alert on my social 
security number with the 3 major credit reporting 
agencies, visit with the police to report the theft 
and get a case file opened, and on and on and 
on. What a learning experience. | thought | had 
been pretty careful with my information, but 
apparently not careful enough. | have been 
grateful that we signed up with Identity Theft 
Shield, because it is through them that | became 
aware of some of the fraud and attempts. A lot 
can happen in four or five days. 


December 19, 2007 


[Mon] I've had a busy day preparing plates of 
goodies for delivering tonight to friends and 
neighbors. We delivered some yesterday and 
hope to finish up tonight. SaraKay got invited to a 
Kurt Bestor concert by Amy Gwynn. Her 
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whole family had tickets and planned to attend 
but at the last minute one of the sons-in-law had 
to back out so Amy invited SaraKay to go 

along. She's excited. 


Last week proved to be hectic with the Scrooge 
production occupying Tuesday-Saturday 

nights. Daddy and | took tickets on Tuesday and 
Saturday and attended on Thursday. SaraKay's 
choral teacher wrote the script and all the music 
for it. The musical "Honk" will start in January and 
be performed in February. The wonderful thing 
about this play is that the main characters only 
have one outfit and | won't have a lot of costumes 
to prepare. It's going to be a bittersweet 
experience for SaraKay and all her friends who 
are seniors performing for the last time 

together. I'm sure the next few months will have 
many such times with graduation on the horizon. 


Whenever we tell our friends that we are (at long 
last) going to be "empty nesters," they usually 
comment that they had dreaded it but it proved to 
be rather liberating. One couple said that the only 
drawback is that once the final child leaves the 
nest, it is hard to stay connected in the 
community. | know we will miss that aspect of it 
but we certainly won't miss all the "drama" that 
has been a part of SaraKay's high school years 
with all her friends and the continual competition 
between them. They are all too much alike in 
their talents and abilities and it has been quite a 
challenge to keep the peace. 


Shannon Williams, Bonnie's sister, is out of the 
coma and doing better. She will need physical 
therapy to regain the muscle tone she has lost 
during her hospital stay but the whole family is 
very encouraged. The children were able to see 
her for the first time in three weeks and it was a 
very poignant and teary occasion. Thank 
goodness for the wonderful families that surround 
Doug and Shannon with loving support. At our last 
report, Christian Moon was out of the coma but 
struggling with his speech and some muscle 
problems. Bonnie has stayed at the hospital so 
it's been hard to get an update. We'll keep you 
posted. 


Our thoughts are with those of you who are far 
away. We especially will be thinking of the 
Andersons in Little Rock who are so far from 

any family and who are still adjusting to all the 
changes of 2007. Know that all of you are in our 
prayers. To our extended family we wish a Merry 
Christmas and hope that you have a joyous time 
over the holidays. Keep in touch. Love, Sue 


[Dad] We made most of the deliveries Sue 
mentioned-it is always nice to give something that 
is SO unique and well received as our pecan 

logs. It has been rewarding to develop that 
tradition together and to feel like a team (a rather 
one-sided one with the hours Sue spends stirring 
the caramel to perfection) in producing such a 
great product. One of the visits we made was to 
Gary and Linda. Their Christmas decorations 
looked so great, especially the Santa room, and 
we thoroughly enjoyed visiting and catching up 
with what our families are doing. 


The biggest event of this week is our community 
Messiah production on Thursday night. With Gary, 
Mindy, Sue, SaraKay, and myself involved in the 
orchestra or the chorus, we are a major 
contributing family. 


Sunday night Zac Hansen called and asked 
SaraKay to join with him in putting on the program 
for Rotary on Tuesday. They played a piano duet, 
each sang a karaoke-accompanied Christmas 
song and then concluded with playing a string 
duet of a medley of Christmas hymns. Sue and 
Peggy came to Rotary to enjoy the program and 
dinner. We were sure proud of our kids and their 
wonderful talents. 


Let me close with seconding Sue's Christmas wish 
to each of you. We love you so much and are 
grateful for the Lord's bounteous blessings to 

us. May next year be a happy and prosperous one 
for each of you. DAD 


December 28, 2007 


[Mom] How's this for getting a jump on this 

week's letter! Just want to take a minute and wish 
you all a Merry Christmas before we get too 
involved with the holiday scene. We've had a 
sweet week with our "Messiah" program, holiday 
visits, and with finishing up the shopping. It has 
almost seemed manageable this year compared 
to other Christmases and the breakneck pace of 
things. Daddy and | made up the last batch of 
pecan logs and it's been fun to share them with 
family and friends. Yesterday a friend of 
SaraKay's dropped by with a gift and we gave him 
a log. Later in the day he called to say that he had 
eaten the whole thing himself and now he was 
feeling like he was going to be sick! Is that an 
endorsement or what! 


Our Messiah program was so fun! Our dress 
rehearsal on Wednesday was shaky and we all 
wondered if it was going to come off well, but it 
did and we felt rewarded for all our efforts. It was 
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fun to join with members of the community and 
renew friendships. It was especially fun for me 
since | usually send Daddy and SaraKay off to 
orchestra each Wednesday and | stay home. It 
was fun to have Gary and Mindy in the choir and 
to have that weekly touch with them. It made me 
feel badly that we don't have more opportunity to 
do things together. 


The only downside of the Messiah experience was 
realizing how hard it was for me to learn some of 
the music. | had a CD that | was listening to with 
the alto part on top of the others and | sang along 
with it for weeks but there were still passages that 
| never quite mastered and the entrances and 
exits needed to be solid. Thank goodness for 
those around me who knew the music better and 
helped me with the passages that | struggled 

with. 


[Dad) | have had the day off though | have 
checked in a couple of charters. | slept in until 
5:30 this morning, but did my full routine and then 
shoveled the walk and driveway. We have had 
quite a bit of snow and blowing and even 
wondered about the wisdom of Mike and Marci 
driving from Burley but they were undaunted. 
Shortly after their arrival | shoveled off the walk 
and driveway again and the way it looks, | might 
have to do it again. A little after Mike and Marci 
arrived, | was holding Elle and she looked up at 
me and then started crying and couldn't be 
pacified. So, they took her into the Urgent Care 
Clinic and found out she has a mild bladder 
infection. | just hope she won't suffer from post- 
traumatic stress disorder every time she looks at 
Grandpa. 


Yesterday was a wonderful Sabbath and a great 
performance of some beautiful Christmas hymns 
by our ward choir. SaraKay played the violin 
obligato with "| Heard the Bells" and it was 
wonderful. | know many of you have mentioned 
enjoying the seasonal music and the opportunity 
of being a part of it. It is sure a highlight for 

us!!! The Mormon Tabernacle Choir and their 
specials at Christmas time are always so 
beautiful--but it is particularly enjoyable to have an 
active role rather than just listening. The Messiah 
was such a rewarding experience. Linnea was 
sweating buckets as she led the choir and 
orchestra for an hour and 50 minutes 
continuously. We had a great response with an 
audience of some 5-600 people and is a credit to 
her vision, faith, and perseverance. 


We are looking forward to a special VIP tour of the 
Rexburg Temple on Thursday afternoon. My friend 
Joaquin Blanco is a public affairs specialist for the 
Rexburg area and invited us to come be a part of 
one of these special tours--it wasn't hard to decide 
whether to accept the invitation. Sure love you 
and hope Christmas is a special time for you and 
your families. Love, DAD 


December 31, 2007 


[Mom] We've had a sweet week with our visits 
from Mike and Marci and Steph and Linds and 
their families as well as enjoying a whole week 
with Tim here with us. SaraKay has been trying all 
day to convince him to stick around for another 
week or to get a job in Blackfoot but | think he is 
ready to get back to Boise and get into his tax 
season. Tomorrow morning, he and SaraKay are 
going to play ball with the Jenks' and have their 
annual holiday game. Hopefully no one will end 
up in the hospital! 


Tomorrow Dave and his four oldest will arrive and 
help us welcome in the New Year and then we will 
attend the temple open house on Tuesday 
afternoon. It will be a short and sweet trip for the 
Boise bunch but we know that seeing the temple 
will be a real treat for them. We attended a VIP 
tour on Thursday with Tim. One of the men that 
Daddy supervises in scouting was the one that got 
us tickets. Everyone was so cordial and every 
effort was made to make us feel welcome. It is 
such a thrill to see how proud the Rexburg 
community is of their temple. Chad has certainly 
done a wonderful job and we are proud of 

him. When Nate called today, he said that there is 
a possibility that Chad may be involved in building 
the new conference center that is scheduled to be 
constructed on campus these next few years. | 
know that Trish would love to stay in Rexburg so 
maybe this will be an answer. 


Christmas was fun. It's always sweet to have 
children around for the Santa scene. Amber was 
a little taken aback by the gift opening but when 
she saw the rest of us ripping open our gifts, she 
caught on and was enjoying it, too. That 
afternoon Steph and bunch arrived and it was so 
nice to be together and share the holiday. It's 
always a worry this time of year as far as weather 
and road conditions but gratefully everyone got 
back home without incident. 


One of the most fun gifts SaraKay received this 
year was an invitation to Winter Fest. Christian 
Esplin had his brother-in-law drop by a little 
wrapped box and | put it under the tree. SaraKay 
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knew something had arrived but she didn't know 
who brought it or what it was. Most of her gifts 
this year weren't surprises since she went 
shopping with me to pick them out, so it was fun 
to at least have one thing that was an 

unknown. She was pleased to get the invitation. 


Our new meeting schedule is for 1:00 so it is 
going to be a real adjustment for our ward since 
we haven't had to deal with the late schedule for a 
long time. My little Sunbeam class is going to be a 
challenge since it is right during nap time, but 
someone told me to just bring some pillows and 
blankets and maybe the kids will sleep through 
part of my class. I'm getting four new nursery 
children next week; we’ll see how we get 

along. For the most part, | am enjoying my 
teaching assignment and get a real kick out of the 
kids and their sweet innocence. 


[Dad] Even though last week was part of my 
vacation days for last year | still had to make a 
couple trips to Pocatello with charters that | had 
checked in. We have needed to replace some of 
the historical flags that we use with the Cedar 
Badge flag ceremonies because they were getting 
so dirty and worn so | located a place to purchase 
them--eleven flags representing different stages in 
our history. Other than that, | was pretty much 
able to veg, eat, visit with family, help Sue, and 
read. 


We so enjoyed our visit to the Rexburg 

Temple. Our tour was conducted by Elder 
Chambers-—an Area Authority Seventy from 
Pocatello. We had a small group with Joaquin, 
Gwendolyn, Tim, Sue, Sonja Rodriguez (went to 
school with Stephani and Shaunnie), and 
myself. Everything was so meticulous and 
beautifully crafted. The wheat motif throughout 
was a great tie-in to the area. A friend of mine, 
Leon Parsons, did the murals in the world rooms 
and they were so realistic and beautiful. (He also 
has the contract for the Twin Falls Temple 
murals.) 


We have appreciated the phone calls and contact 
with those of you more distant and unable to be 
here fora time. We can sense the fullness and 
goodness of your lives and the accomplishments 
of you and your children. We are living after the 
manner of happiness. Love, DAD 
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2008 


January 10, 2008 


[Mon] It's snowing outside today, a 

wonderful, flakey snowfall that makes everything 
look magical. With a little wind, we could probably 
settle in for a couple days of "closure" but for now 
it's just fun to see it transform the landscape into 
a winter wonderland. When | talked to Steve on 
Sunday, he said that it had been snowing all day 
there in Cache Valley. Every time it snows, | feel 
like our prayers are being answered. A little like 
manna from heaven! 


| can't believe that it has only been a week since 
New Year's Day. We had such a great time with 
Dave and his four oldest! (Originally Andrea and 
the youngest two were going to come but their 
new puppy was having such a tough time 
adjusting that Andrea decided to stay behind and 
take care of him.) We thoroughly enjoyed 
spending New Year’s Eve watching a movie with 
them and getting in some visiting. On Tuesday 
SaraKay and | rode with David and Daddy picked 
up the Twiggs and we met at the church building 
just west of the temple in Rexburg where guests 
parked and were seated before going through the 
temple. 


It was such a thrill to be there! The open house 
committee had planned so carefully and there 
were volunteers everywhere, always pleasant and 
accommodating. We learned that all the sister 
missionaries from the Pocatello Idaho Mission 

had been brought in to assist for the month and 
were living with member families in the 

area. Many helpers were college students and YW 
and YM from the local wards were helping with 
everything from parking cars to putting on 

booties. What an immense project to come up 
with that many volunteers for almost a 

month! Daddy of all people can appreciate what it 
takes! 


Following the tour Dave and family headed home 
and we came home to an empty house. SaraKay 
always goes through withdrawal after the 
grandkids leave. She really enjoys her extended 
family! Wednesday morning brought a return to 
school and all the pressures of homework, 
practicing, the musical, college auditions, and 
other involvements. | shouldn't complain. We are 
on the last stretch of this journey with SaraKay 
and | need to enjoy it to the fullest! It's hard to 


believe that our lives are going to change so 
drastically in the months ahead! 


Some of you last night on chat asked about 
Bonnie's sister, Shannon. She was released from 
the hospital last week and is home with her 
family. They have hired a nanny to help with the 
house and little ones and hopefully that will 
enable Shannon to take it easy until her body fully 
recovers. What a blessing to have her home 
again! 


As far as we've heard, Christian Moon is doing well 
and trying to get back to college for this next 
semester before leaving on a mission. I'm sure 
there is a lot of joy and rejoicing going on in that 
household, too. 


Every Monday night we have a dialogue that goes 
on at 5:30. It is something like this: Daddy: "What 
shall we do for FHE?" Me: "I don't know. Do you 
have anything in mind?" SaraKay: "Isn't it time for 
a good movie?" Daddy: "I think we're about due 
for a lesson, aren't we?" Well, last night we found 
the perfect solution. Daddy had purchased the 
movie, "The Temple Builder." It was absolutely 
amazing! It is a picture/documentary by Scot and 
Maureen Proctor who have followed President 
Hinckley around as he has dedicated temples all 
over the world and it showed pictures of saints 
involved with those dedications (and cultural 
celebrations) and told the "behind the scenes" 
stories of many of them. It showed beautiful 
pictures of the African saints and of thousands of 
children celebrating the arrival of the 

Prophet. What SaraKay and | thought was going 
to be a rather dull FHE turned into a truly poignant 
occasion. We were all brought to tears by the time 
the movie was over. 


| want to thank Paul and Jenny again for the 
reunion DVD. Uncle Staff dropped in this past 
week for a visit and we showed it to him since he 
hasn't seen many of you for several years. No 
matter how many times | see it, | am touched by 
the amazing feat it is for all of us to be together 
despite the miles that keep us apart. Thanks to 
all of you for making the reunion a priority in your 
busy lives. 


One cute comment in the ongoing comical saga | 
experience each week teaching the 
Sunbeams. During sharing time, the music 
director was giving phrases to "| am a Child of 
Goad" and having the kids complete the phrase or 
thought to test their knowledge of the 
words. Such as "| ama child of 

. (Resounding answer, "God.") After 
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several easy phrases she asked, "Help me find 
what?" (The way.) When no one readily got the 
answer a little voice from the four-year-old class 
responded, "The lost money!” It was all | can do to 
keep a straight face. 


[Dad] Well, | can't believe it is District Recognition 
Dinner time again so soon. Choosing individuals 
to recognize with the District Award of Merit and 
making sure we recognize individuals who have 
given significant service is always important. It is 
hard to think about getting older, retiring, and 
leaving all this fun behind. But time marches on 
and life's challenges change. It is interesting to 
get a bird's eye view into your lives and the 
challenges you are facing with your families and 
work. 


One of the things | have spent quite a bit of time 
on recently was a compilation of a report showing 
all rank advancements by unit, by ward, and by 
stake and to compare them for the whole 

district. It is amazing how dead scouting is in 
some units and how alive it is in others. We are 
getting ready for our first Cedar Badge staff 
meeting the last weekend of this month and 
recruiting adult staff. This week | am going to 
meet my man Dan Deakin in Alpine for his annual 
review and then go to Driggs to conduct an Eagle 
certification training for a group of leaders there. 
With the weather such as it is, it is a little 
disconcerting to be traveling through the 
mountains to those locations. | promise to be 
careful. 


Let me just close with a couple of the thoughts 
that | have sent out to my team this past week: 
"Far better it is to dare mighty things, to win 
glorious triumphs, even though checkered by 
failure, than to take rank with those poor spirits 
who neither enjoy much nor suffer much, because 


they live in the grey twilight that knows not victory 
nor defeat." -Theodore Roosevelt 


"I've had a few arguments with people, but | never 
carry a grudge. You know why? While you're 
carrying a grudge, they're out dancing." —Buddy 
Hackett 


January 15, 2008 


[Mom] | keep expecting SaraKay home any 
minute. She was up at 3:00 this morning to finish 
up an assignment on MacBeth before going to 
piano at 5:30 and then on to school. She 
cancelled her stuff for the rest of the day so that 
she could come home and sleep before getting 
into her AP English assignment. Fortunately, she 


doesn't have play practice tonight. She had it 
every night last week and is having a difficult time 
finding time for everything she's supposed to be 
doing. I'm doing all the "data" work on the 
scholarship forms and she is trying to find time to 
write the essays. AS some of you remember, each 
scholarship has its own "take" on what they judge 
by and it's a circus trying to write the same thing 
different ways so that it pleases the sponsors. We 
will be grateful to have most of these completed 
and sent before we hit March. 


Mike and Marci called and got tickets to the open 
house in Rexburg so we helped with Amber and 
Ellie Friday night. Little Ellie wasn't sure she liked 
us for a while but eventually we won her 

over. Amber puttered around with the toys 
downstairs and went to bed right on schedule but 
little Ellie decided to stay awake to welcome her 
parents’ home and was still up and smiling when 
they walked through the door at 11:15 p.m. They 
had a great time at the open house but couldn't 
believe that Ellie was still awake and going 
strong. We so enjoyed the whole family Saturday 
morning for a few hours before they headed back 
to Burley to help with a baptism that afternoon. 


Daddy is scurrying around getting things ready for 
the big annual "Scout Recognition Banquet" this 
Saturday. It's always a lot of work and worry but 
our district is famous for our efficient banquet and 
awards ceremony that we keep to under two 
hours. That is one of the things Daddy insists 
upon since he has seen some districts go on and 
on for about 3 hours and wear everyone out. He 
has a great crew of volunteers in this area and 
they enjoy him. | think I've mentioned before that 
the Mickelsens who head the non-denominational 
pack are facing a terrific trial. Larry has been 
diagnosed with Lou Gehrig’s disease and in the 
short time of a couple of months he has lost his 
ability to speak and uses a walker. He is in his 
50's and it's been heartbreaking to see his 
decline. | think the district leadership is going to 
find some way to honor him at the banquet. 


We are adjusting to the Sunday 1:00 schedule 
and using our long morning to best 

advantage. We use part of the morning to 
prepare our lessons, have dinner and get the 
kitchen cleaned up and then go to meetings about 
12:30. We have three hours of meetings and 
then choir immediately following so we get home 
about 5:15. During our sacrament meeting 
yesterday | could hear all the babies crying and 
there was a lot of commotion from tired little ones 
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and | felt sorry for the young families that struggle 
when our meeting times conflict with nap time. 


We will leave Sunday morning and go to Layton for 
Bradley's mission farewell. He is leaving for the 
Philippines and is so excited. We may take Brent 
and Kari with us since they can only go for the day 
and don't have a reliable car to get them there. It 
would be fun for a chance to visit with them. They 
both graduated in December and so they are in 
transition right now. 


[Dad] Yesterday was our monthly staff meeting 
which we rescheduled because of Martin Luther 
King Day next week and most of the schools are 
out. We met in Idaho Falls and traveled together 
to Rexburg and we met ina room in the 
Manwaring Center for our staff meeting. Following 
the staff meeting we ate at Puerta Vallarta and 
then all went together as a staff for a special tour 
of the Rexburg Temple led by Joaquin. We visited 
rooms that the regular tour doesn't see-such as 
both world or instruction rooms, the brides 
dressing room, and the youth waiting room where 
children wait prior to being sealed. | couldn't help 
thinking about how few council staffs throughout 
the country could be in a temple together. It is 
certainly a privilege to work with such a great 
team!! 


| have been conducting Friends of Scouting 
Trainings and being the lead with a power point 
presentation to train ward Bishoprics and Friends 
of Scouting Chairmen how it should be done to be 
most effective. It has been rewarding to know so 
many of the leaders in the surrounding stakes and 
the positive response we have received to our 
training. 


The Sunday School lesson dealing with | Nephi 1-7 
was interesting and fun to prepare and 

present. Our Sunday schedule starting at 1:00 for 
our block of meetings sure gives a good block of 
time to prepare for Sunday School and | have 
taken full advantage of it. It is amazing how much 
more a person can get out of those lessons when 
they think and read for a little time each day all 
week and then outline and think through what are 
the most crucial concepts to discuss with the 
class for thirty or forty minutes. 


Saturday night we went to a piano concert 
presented by Michael Niewerth, an ISU 

professor. It was certainly awe-inspiring to listen 
to him play some rather unique and modern 
music as well as some more traditional 

pieces. One of the things we are going to miss the 
most when SaraKay leaves for college is listening 


to her playing and singing. She is enjoying 
"Honk." She has had some great feedback about 
how she portrays the part of Ida, the mother duck. 
DAD 


January 21, 2008 


[Mom] We returned home late last night from Utah 
and Bradley's mission farewell. We were so glad 
to be included and get a chance to see Kathy and 
Dick and most of Don and Deniece's kids and 
grandkids. They have a wonderful family. This 
year they will get five new grandchildren! It was 
very sweet to be a part of the day and we also 
enjoyed the opportunity to have Brent and Kari 
Cheney ride with us and get to do visit them. They 
are moving this week to Idaho Falls from Rexburg 
since Brent finished up his degree. 


| had been apprehensive about the roads since it 
was snowing here for quite a while before we left, 
but the worst roads of the entire trip, including 
Malad Pass, were between here and 

Pocatello. We drove in and out of small storms 
but the roads were clear and dry. On the way 
back we came across an accident. It looked like 
an SUV slid off the road, went up an embankment, 
and flipped over on its roof. By the time we got 
there the police were there and things were under 
control. In that same area we saw a Car go out of 
control and do a 180-degree cookie and end up in 
the barrow pit so we were careful even though the 
roads didn't look that bad. 


Last Thursday | was asked to help chaperone 
several of the high school choirs who were invited 
to participate in a barbershop quartet festival in 
Rexburg. It was such a fun day! | got to sit in on 
all the practice and instruction the kids received. | 
know most of the kids through SaraKay so it was 
fun to share the experience with them. Our first 
activity was to sing for one of the choral 
professors at BYU-I in a concert hall on campus. It 
was very enlightening to hear the instruction the 
kids were given and to see the difference it makes 
in their pieces. The whole experience got SaraKay 
excited to be a college co-ed! 


Friday night we attended a concert and enjoyed 
hearing some of the barbershop numbers as well 
as others the kids had prepared. We feel so 
grateful for the wonderful music program the high 
school provides and know that it has helped 
SaraKay so much. These next few weeks are big 
ones for her with her BYU-I auditions, All State 
Orchestra, and the musical. She is in panic mode 
with all the practicing she needs to get done these 
next few weeks. Hopefully they will all be as 
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wonderful as she is anticipating they will be. She 
leaves Wednesday for All State Orchestra and will 
not be back until Saturday night. She has been 
practicing the music and is so excited to see the 
numbers come together. 


Daddy and | had a big week with his Recognition 
Banquet on Saturday. He had prepared so 
carefully and it went off without a hitch. Every 
detail was accounted for and when it was over 

his new boss commented, "Wonderful, Steve. Just 
the way a recognition night should be!" That 
meant a lot. 


[Dad] Our later schedule of 1:00 for Sacrament 
Meeting has certainly changed the complexion of 
our Sundays. It seems strange for me to not have 
myriads of meetings but it is nice to have the prep 
time for my Sunday School lesson. We left 
yesterday at 11:00 because Bradley's meeting 
wasn't until 2:30--how bizarre!! We had a 
wonderful time at Don and Deniece’s and their 
meeting was great. Bradley did a wonderful job; 
he is so excited to be in the Philippines and to 
baptize everyone. The High Councilor who spoke 
also did a great job in talking about the family and 
its pre-eminent role in our lives. | loved the left- 
over Christmas candy—more particularly the 
cashew clusters in white chocolate! 


As Sue mentioned, the District Recognition Dinner 
on Saturday was a success and it was gratifying to 
recognize so many who give so much. | attended 
Targhee's (Rexburg) District Dinner on Thursday 
night. Joaquin did a great job of organizing that 
one. Don Scott was also at both dinners and 
commented to me that he would give us a "10" 
and Targhee a"3." That would be a little severe! 
We had a representative from the newspaper 
there and ended up with a nice article on the front 
page of the Morning News today about the dinner 
which was gratifying. My annual report on the 
state of the district was more upbeat because we 
qualified as a "Quality District" for last year for the 
first time in several years. We have 157 units 
(packs, troops, teams, and crews), 1563 youth 
registered (40 more than last year), 873 adults 
registered, 80% Quality Units, 355 Boy Scout 
Rank Advancements, 25 Eagle Palms, 1669 Merit 
Badges, 54 Eagles, 578 Cub Scout Rank 
Advancements, and more than our Fair Share of 
Friends of Scouting $'s raised with $101,500 in 
cash. 


Turning the pulpit over to Wayne Mikesell (District 
Chairman) to conduct the awards, | shared the 


W 


following quote from Calvin Coolidge: "No person 


was ever honored for what he received...honor 
has been the reward for what he gave." 


One other thing we got done last week that Sue 
didn't mention was our home teaching. We had 
great visits with our families-Laurel and Sheila 
Orr, Max and Eunice Twiggs, and Blake and 
Deniece Chadwick. We would sure love to get the 
Orr’s and Chadwick’s out to Church and more 
involved in the Gospel 


On Tuesday all the cooks of the School District 
gathered for their monthly in-service and they 
invited me to talk to them about Identity 

Theft. Since experiencing it personally, | have 
become a renowned authority on the subject! It 
was interesting to relive my experiences just over 
a month ago and to share with them suggestions 
on how to minimize the chances of having their 
identity stolen and what to do to fix it if you do 
become a victim. They seemed to really enjoy my 
presentation. 


January 29, 2008 


[Mom] We received a phone call last night about 
8:00 informing us that President Hinkley had 
passed away. It came as such a shock since he 
seemed to be doing very well when we last saw 
him at conference in October. | felt like | wanted 
to sit down and cry for a while. He has been such 
a loving, articulate, and amazing leader! SaraKay 
and | both felt pretty stunned by it. She 
commented, "| guess | thought he was going to 
live forever!" 


Within half an hour of receiving the news, the 
phone was ringing off the hook with SaraKay's 
friends telling her the news. Daddy arrived home 
from a meeting and had been notified just 
minutes after leaving the meeting. I'm sure with 
the networking that is such a part of the Church 
that the news spread like wildfire. The article | 
read this morning said that the calling of a new 
apostle would wait until the funeral services are 
over. 


This next Sunday will be a red-letter day for the 
saints in Idaho. Sunday afternoon our meeting 
block will be shortened and the stake center will 
be emptied out so that the four o’clock Rexburg 
Temple dedication can be broadcast live to our 
building. We were issued special tickets for the 
session. Any member of the church, eight-years- 
old and over, recommend worthy (whether 
endowed or not) is invited to attend. Yesterday 
after the meeting block, the line for tickets 
stretched down the hall and the interviewing went 
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on for over an hour. It is going to be a wonderful 
opportunity! Because of the technology that is 
available, there will probably be just one 
dedicatory session but they expect thousands to 
view it through video technology. What a 

thrill! And to think that we get to do this all over 
again when the Twin Falls Temple is completed! 


On Saturday Daddy left early for a big Cedar 
Badge staff meeting. | left about noon, drove to 
Pocatello, and attended the All-State concerts for 
the choirs, the orchestra, and band. | was there 
early because we were told that they expected a 
huge crowd but | was also hoping that | could see 
SaraKay before the concerts and have some 
visiting time. | was in luck. She was sitting in the 
foyer, reading a book and just waiting for the 
concert hall to open. We stood in the ticket line 
together and had a great time talking through her 
experience. | didn't know until then that Kory 
Katseanes was the clinician for the orchestra. He 
is the son of Kathryn Katseanes who was my 
counselor in the stake Primary many years ago 
and is presently the director of the orchestra 
program at BYU. SaraKay got to talk to him 
personally and he even gave her some tips on 
holding her bow. 


The concerts were amazing! Of course, we liked 
the orchestra the best. SaraKay and Zac Hansen 
were the only ones representing our school in the 
orchestra. Deanne Casperson, who is the vocal 
director at the high school, was there all week 
attending the sessions and she said the strings 
students were really a dedicated bunch of 
musicians. SaraKay felt like she was out of her 
"league" with so many of them being very 
proficient. She commented that when Kory would 
stop the orchestra to give instruction that there 
was no one talking and he never had to shush the 
kids. She came home humbled (and tired). She 
felt like it is a touch of what she will experience at 
college this fall. 


With SaraKay gone for four days we had a very 
quiet week. We kept looking at each other and 
saying how different our life will be when she 
leaves for college. | can see that it will have its 
advantages but hopefully with her only an hour 
away, we will attend her activities. 


Yesterday Will and Sherry Thomas reported their 
mission in our sacrament meeting. They did so 
well and it was obvious that they were wonderful 
missionaries. They said that when they were 
released the president told them that they were to 
return home and replace themselves x 3. They 


gave a real pep talk to all of us who are eligible or 
soon will be eligible for missionary service. Will 
made a cute comment. He said, "Do something 
worthwhile with your senior years instead of just 
sitting in your rocking chair waiting for your birth 
certificate to expire!" That got a good laugh from 
the congregation. 


We had a violent wind storm throughout the night 
and it is still raging this morning. We also got 
enough rain to make yesterday's snowstorm 
disappear, but now we have sheets of ice covering 
everything. When | got out of the car to go into the 
stake center to go walking this morning, | had to 
hang onto the car to stay upright and when | got to 
the sidewalk it was even worse so | turned around 
and came home and tried to reach Janet, my 
walking partner, to tell her about the 

conditions. She had already left so | drove back 
over and we parked in a different location that 
wasn't as treacherous and made it safely into the 
building. This ice situation reminds me of the ice 
storms that used to plague the areas that Becky 
served in during her mission. She said that once 
they got an ice storm, no one went anywhere. 


[Dad] The Rexburg Temple Dedication has been 
postponed a week because of President 
Hinckley's funeral on Saturday and the fact that 
the First Presidency is dissolved at the death of 
the president and they won't reorganize until after 
the funeral. Also, Sue didn't realize that there 
would be four dedicatory sessions and one of 
them televised to our stake center was the one we 
would watch. How would you like to be a couple 
scheduled to have your wedding and sealing in 
the Rexburg Temple next Tuesday and have to 
reschedule everything because of the confluence 
of events? Crazy!!! 


We have had our annual Team Development 
Conference as a professional staff in the Grand 
Teton Council and have been inspired and 
motivated by each other as we discussed the 17 
chapters in the book by John Maxwell, "The 17 
Indisputable Laws of Teamwork.” Dave Pack, the 
BSA/LDS relations guy gave a great talk about the 
importance of knowing and developing 
relationships with the "keys-holders" in the wards 
and stakes we serve. 


My presentation was on The Law of Mount 
Everest. It deals with the bigger the dream-—the 
bigger the team necessary to reach that dream. | 
talked about Edmund Hillary--the New Zealand 
beekeeper and his Sherpa guide, Tensing Norgay, 
who were the first to climb Mt. Everest in 1953. It 
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required a team of 400 to carry the 2 1/2 Tons of 
supplies and equipment the 180 miles from 
Kathmandu to the base camp to make it possible 
for the two successful climbers to have their 
chance at the top. It is hard to imagine 
functioning at an altitude of 29,000 feet. We live 
at about 4,500 feet and | remember the 
difference for me when | went to England to be 
able to run and run for ever when we played 
basketball at the airbase on our P-days because 
of the greater supply of oxygen at almost sea level 
and a lifetime "training" at a higher elevation. 


Another one of the examples in the chapter was 
Apollo 13 and Sue and | rewatched the movie and 
| used one of the scenes in my presentation--the 
one where the commander of the control center 
said, "Failure is not an option" and exhorted his 
staff to draw upon everyone that had anything to 
do with manufacturing anything that was a part of 
the craft and focused on every problem that 
developed until they ended up with having a grand 
"successful failure.” We remembered watching 
the mission along with the rest of the world at the 
time and the great emotions spawned by the 
ultimate successful return orbit and 

splashdown. Two great examples of successful 
team efforts. 


Right now, we have a wonderful council 

team. Who knows what kinds of possible 
transfers, promotions, or other events may 
change that in the coming year? | would be most 
comfortable if everything just stayed the same for 
a couple years until | bow out--but | know that is 
unrealistic. Because my team is made up of three 
individuals in detached offices many miles apart 
(Jackson Hole, Rexburg, & Blackfoot), | have to 
utilize technology to build my team. | usually send 
out a daily thought and message as well as 
frequent phone calls. The following is one of the 
thoughts | sent out last week and | would like to 
share it with you as well. 


"Work is applied effort; it is whatever we put 
ourselves into, whatever we expend energy on for 


the sake of accomplishing or achieving 
something. Work in this fundamental sense is not 
what we do for a living but what we do with our 
living." - William Bennett_ Just keep on working- 
-doing the things you enjoy that impact on 

our families, our youth, and our communities. 
Recognize the fact that we only get paid in dollars 
for asmall fraction of the work that we do. Fora 
major part of the work we do--the rewards are out 
of this world. 


February 3, 2008 


[Mom] This past week has been memorable with 
all the tributes to President Hinckley in the papers 
and on TV. Because Daddy gets BYU TV on his 
computer, we watched several hours of interviews 
and commentary on his life and work. SaraKay 
and | spent the morning at a Jr. Miss seminar for 
the new nominees so we missed the funeral but 
Daddy will get it for me today. 


Our weather this past week has been blustery and 
snowy. On Friday we had snow closure and 
SaraKay and | hunkered down and just enjoyed 
the uninterrupted quiet of a day when little if 
anything is moving. This morning we are getting 
dumped on but there is no wind and it is beautiful 
outside. Daddy used the snow blower yesterday 
but the driveway and sidewalk have already filled 
back in. | have heard the following conversation 
these past weeks from various friends and 
neighbors: "Can you believe this weather!" “But, 
hey, I'm not complaining! We've prayed it 

here!" I'm not complaining either. We need the 
moisture so badly and know that our way of life 
depends on snow in the mountains! 


| continue to work on my life story. Some of you 
responded to my request for info on memories of 
piano lessons. Your memories act as a second 
witness to my own so it is helpful to hear it from 
you. Daddy is starting to gear up to write his 
personal history. This morning he showed mea 
computer program that is a guide for writing one's 
history. It will pull in all your personal information 
from PAF and integrate into a time line of your 

life. | am going to compare this with what | have 
already written and make sure | haven't forgotten 
something. | appreciate Daddy starting on his. He 
has a lot more mental stress with his job and 
church calling than | do so | know it's harder for 
him to find time but he knows | want to include his 
early years in the same book that | have mine so 
he is trying to get it going. 


We are on the final two weeks of the school 
musical. This week is dress rehearsal and next 
will be performance. This Saturday SaraKay has 
auditions at BYU-I for a talent award to help pay 
for private lessons next year. It has come all at 
once and she doesn't feel totally prepared for 

it. Trying to find time to practice when you have 
play practice every night until 9 is a real 
challenge. I'm still working on her costume. | 
thought this year would be easier since she only 
has two outfits but it has been more difficult 
because of needing special things. 
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Our prayers continue for each of you. Life has its 
share of challenges and sometimes in the midst 
of them it's hard to see the rhyme or reason but 
thank goodness we have prayer to help us endure 
things with faith. 


[Dad] Right now it is snowing like crazy and has 
already put down about 4 inches this 

morning. Steph just called and they are supposed 
to get up to 16 inches today! Wow! Yesterday | 
got the snow blower running and cleaned off our 
driveway—but | think it was almost as much work 
as shoveling. 


A major event for me this past week was reporting 
for jury duty on Tuesday. There were about 60 of 
us there in a courtroom at the Bingham County 
Courthouse. They showed a video about our civic 
responsibilities and the importance of what we 
were doing as jurors. Then random names were 
drawn to get 32 jurors seated. Various questions 
were asked by the judge, the prosecuting attorney, 
and the defense attorney. Then they passed 
papers back and forth and ended up with 12 
jurors for the case. | didn't make the final cut and 
was dismissed. That was one step closer than the 
last time. 


Thursday night was an Eagle Certification Training 
in Rexburg. There were 12 scouters there for the 
training even though it was a terrible night with 
blowing and drifting snow. It was a relief to make 
it home without incident. My new work computer 
is a Dell laptop and it is nice to be able to haul it 
around instead of my own. 


It was major to have President Hinckley die last 
week and have the Rexburg Temple dedication 
postponed a week and the domino effect of so 
many events tied to it. It was wonderful to enjoy 
the broadcast of his funeral yesterday. We 
cooked up a turkey that was lurking in our freezer 
and carving time coincided with the funeral. Let 


W 


me close with this thought: "If your success is not 


on your own terms, if it looks good to the world 


but does not feel good in your heart, it is not 
success at all." - Anna Quindlen 


February 13, 2008 


[Mom] Well, we are finally on the last leg of the 
“Honk!” marathon and | think we'll all be relieved 
to have it successfully completed. You realize 
when you prepare for something like this play for 
SO many weeks and anticipate it for years (the 
final senior musical!) that you are very dependent 
on the Lord for making it happen. About two 
weeks ago SaraKay got really sick with a terrible 


cold, lost her voice, and spent a couple days in 
bed. There has been a lot of sickness around and 
so, despite our best efforts, the stresses of 
practices, upcoming auditions, and homework 
took their toll. Of course, we were praying that 
she would be able to get better but just a few days 
later Daddy got the same cold and he spent the 
better part of two days in bed and eventually had 
to get some antibiotics to help him kick it. He is 
now up and around but far from better, with a 
terrible cough, wheezing, and raspy voice. He has 
had his now for 10 days and is still battling it and 
SaraKay has had a miraculous recovery enabling 
her to carry through with her play. She knows the 
Lord has helped. 


Last week in sacrament meeting she bore her 
testimony about an experience she had during 
scripture study. She said that we were reading 
the verse in Mosiah 7:19 which reads: "Therefore, 
lift up your heads, and rejoice, and put your trust 
in God, in that God who was the God of Abraham, 
and Isaac, and Jacob..." She commented that as 
she heard those words, she felt like they were 
directed towards her and that she should shake 
off the fears she was having and move ahead in 
faith, trusting that the Lord was aware of her. I'm 
so grateful that this past year we have made it a 
nightly practice to read the Book of Mormon 
together. It is a nice ending to our day and gives 
us a chance to be together for family prayer also. 


Congratulations to Paul and Jenny! | know that 
these last few months have been really crazy for 
them but hopefully once they get their move made 
life will settle a little. We're grateful Jenny is 
feeling a little better. Those first few months of 
pregnancy were always the most rugged for me. 


We are looking forward to family joining us this 
week for SaraKay's play. The weather is always a 
concern. When all was said and done last week, 
we had two and a half school closure days and by 
week's end, we were all grateful for a reprieve 
from the snow and ice. Today it appears almost 
spring, but reports are that we will have more 
snow before week's end. Even with all the snow 
we've had, the forecasters say that we are at just 
a little bit above normal snowfall for this time of 
year. 


We loved the Rexburg Temple dedication. Daddy 
was So sweet and gave SaraKay and me new 
white handkerchiefs for the occasion. The stake 
center was packed including the Relief Society 
room and cultural hall. One of our new converts 
attended and that was sweet for her. One of you 
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kids told me to check on deseretnews.com to see 
a picture of Chad and President Monson putting 
the mortar in the cornerstone. Joaquin Blanco, 
who is the young man Daddy supervises, told 
Daddy yesterday that he and Chad were in the 
temple yesterday morning doing 

baptisms. Joaquin said that Chad is highly 
thought of among the leadership of the 

Church. Chad once told me that he hoped to be 
asked to help build some of the temples in 
Missouri when the time comes for that complex. 
Wouldn't that be a thrill! 


[Dad] Not much news from me-with spending a 
couple days in bed and being mostly out of it all 
week. | have just done what had to be done to 
survive with work. My office is a mess because of 
various projects piling up-—like finishing off taxes 
for last year, life story, and so on. But it takes 
feeling better than | do to forge ahead with those 
projects. Last night was my first view of the 
musical in all its glory. SaraKay was wonderful 
and there was so much electricity and excitement 
throughout the cast; great to have Mike and Marci 
come. 


It was interesting to research and think about 
each of the presidents of the Church that | have 
known. Heber J. Grant was president from 1918- 
1945, so he was the prophet the first two years of 
my life. George Albert Smith was president from 
1945-51. | remember his death and going to the 
conference where David O. McKay was sustained 
as president, serving from 1951-70. Joseph 
Fielding Smith from 70-72, Harold B. Lee from 72- 
73, Spencer W. Kimball from 73-85, Ezra Taft 
Benson from 85-94, Howard W. Hunter 94-95, 
Gordon B. Hinckley from 95-2008, and now 
President Thomas S. Monson. Of the 16 
presidents in this dispensation, | have lived during 
10 of them. 


In President Hinckley's father's (Bryant) 
patriarchal blessing he was told that his posterity 
would be great-including prophets and statesmen 
and that the name of Hinckley would be honored 
in every nation under heaven. We have certainly 
seen that promise fulfilled! 


February 27, 2008 


[Mon] It's almost March and | feel like a horse 
who is heading back to the corral after a tiring day 
in the fields. The closer we get to graduation the 
more excited | am. One by one SaraKay's 
commitments are being met and life isn't quite so 
stressful. | mailed off more scholarship apps 
today and can see the end in sight. We haven't 


heard back from anyone yet but at least we can 
say that we've done all that we could. Now that 
we know SaraKay will have six months to work 
before leaving for BYU-I, the scholarship money 
isn't as critical. She did get an email from the 
head of the piano department at BYU-I asking her 
which track she would be on, so maybe he is 
thinking he will use her for some accompanying. 
That is one stipulation of the Talent Awards...the 
student is expected to be supportive of ensembles 
and other projects going on in the department. 


Saturday SaraKay went to Curtis's funeral. The 
kids at the school were invited to sing a number at 
the funeral and she accompanied it. There was a 
huge crowd! Pretty sad time. The night before the 
kids in the choirs attended a performance at the 
performing arts center at ISU to see the BYU 
men's group, Vocal Point. During the show the 
group dedicated a number to the kids at Snake 
River. They performed "Lead, Kindly Light" in 
memory of Curtis's passing. It was very 
thoughtful. 


The Relief Society women's conference was 
wonderful. The speakers were Tim's mission 
president and his wife. The theme was "Finding 
Peace in a Troubled World." Sister Hammond 
talked about attending the temple but Brother 
Hammond fielded questions from the audience. | 
wasn't sure the women would respond to his 
invitation but they did and he covered a wide 
range of topics from wayward children to 
overscheduling our families to questions 
regarding sealings. He is very knowledgeable and 
witty. | kept thinking about Stephani who was a 
presenter for her RS Women's Conference in her 
stake in Hyde Park Saturday. 


Sunday, we awoke to a winter wonderland 

again. It was snowing all morning but so warm 
that it was slushy everywhere. This morning a 
sheet of ice had replaced the slush and | nearly 
got stuck in the driveway. On Saturday a friend of 
SaraKay's fell on the ice and broke his leg in two 
places and is scheduled for surgery tomorrow so | 
know it's imperative that we all be super careful. 
Becky said that they had another storm move in 
and that they weren't sure the kids could get to 
school today. They're having quite an adventure 
in the hills in Heber. 


Hope everything goes well for Paul and Jenny with 
this move and Tim, too. He will close on his house 
this week and he spent Saturday gathering 
furniture and getting things ready for occupancy. 
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[Dad] Experiencing Vocal Point for the first time 
Saturday night was incredible. We enjoyed their 
show as did everyone else. The acoustics are 
good in the Stevens Performing Arts Center on ISU 
campus, that they chose to perform one number 
without any microphones and you could hear 
everything so well! The audience was receptive 
and they really fed off the energy. 


Sunday was a rewarding lesson to teach. The 
Sunday School presidency moved the Gospel 
Doctrine class back into the Relief Society room. 
Some people were feeling a little disjointed 
because we spread out so much in the 

chapel. With the roving microphone, people could 
hear, but they didn't feel as close and cozy. Lori 
Surerus asked me for a copy of a quote that | had 
used the previous week. After | sent it to her, she 
responded that she had quit going to Sunday 
School a number of years ago, but had started 
again this year as a New Year's resolution and 
said how much she has been enjoying my 

class. That was a sweet payoff and a strong 
encouragement to keep putting all the blood, 
sweat, and tears into preparing each week. 


One of my duties this month has been to lock up 
the church each night. The first week when | was 
so sick, | forgot a couple nights. It isn't such a bad 
job and most of the time it doesn't take long to 
walk through checking all doors and lights. 
Sunday night there wasn't a soul around but every 
light in the building was on and every door 
unlocked. Let me close with an interesting quote | 
ran across: "Life is short. Break the rules, forgive 
quickly, kiss slowly, love truly, laugh 
uncontrollably, and never regret anything that 
made you smile." Love, DAD 


March 2, 2008 


[Mom] SaraKay's bus leaves at one so she 
attended a different meeting and Daddy and | 
won't leave until about 4:30 so we are going to be 
able to attend our own ward block. We've never 
done anything like this before so it is a great 
adventure for us. | have the usual "what if 
something bad happens" jitters that | usually get 
before leaving on a big trip but it's a comfort to 
know that Daddy is by my side and can help me if 
needed. 


Paul and Jenny got moved into their new 

home. John helped and called Daddy enroute 
home on Saturday. He said it is a beautiful house 
with large rooms and a wonderful floor plan. We 
are happy that they are home owners. Tim also 
got moved into his new house over the 


weekend. We hope to be able to see it 
soon. Maybe when spring makes traveling a little 
less crazy, we will take a day and make a visit. 


We found out that Josh and Jeanette Watson 
(Mark and Rita's daughter) will be moving to the 
area soon. Josh has taken a job with Brian 
Waters at Riverside Boot and Saddle and they are 
in the process of selling their place in Jerome and 
looking for a home in the area here. Maybe we 
will get to see a little more of Mark and Rita since 
they can't go too long without seeing their 
granddaughters! 


March 13, 2008 


[Mom] Well, we survived the cruise and are home 
trying to get back into our routines. It's not as 
hard for me as it is for Daddy and SaraKay. 
Daddy's responsibilities at work just pile up while 
he's gone and SaraKay missed the first week of 
the new trimester so both of them will have a big 
week ahead. 


We had a great time! We left here after our 
meetings on Sunday afternoon and met up with 
the Chambers at the Super 8 Motel located by the 
airport in SLC. They had left at 1:00 and rode a 
school bus to a men's homeless shelter in 
downtown Salt Lake where they performed as a 
part of a Sunday worship service. They had been 
there last year and so were less disturbed by the 
situation than some of the parents who were with 
them for the first time. For some reason during 
the performance SaraKay toppled over and awoke 
laying on the floor with the kids surrounding 

her. One of the chaperones, Janae Turpin, said 
that she thought it was a combination of the 
smells at the shelter, fasting, and standing so long 
waiting to perform. We aren't sure what caused it 
but it wasn't a problem the rest of the vacation so 
hopefully it was just a fluke. 


Our flight was for 6:00 a.m. so we got up early on 
Monday and arrived at the airport by 4:30 a.m. As 
we were Standing in the line to get our tickets, | 
realized that we had forgotten our garment bag 
which we had left in the trunk of our car at the 
motel. We had all taken the shuttle from the 
motel so no one had their own car so Daddy 
hurriedly checked in and then took off trying to 
find a taxi or shuttle that would take him to the 
motel and deliver him back in time to make the 
flight. What had started out as an enjoyable 
morning suddenly turned frantic, worrying about 
Daddy making it back in time. | didn't board the 
flight and the tour director stayed back with me as 
the minutes ticked away. Finally with four minutes 
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left before the gate closed, we spotted Daddy 
walking briskly down the thoroughfare to the 
boarding gate. We all breathed a sigh of 

relief. He had gotten back from the motel in good 
time but getting through security was so 

slow! Once we were on our way, we had a while to 
relax and unwind. 


Upon arriving in Long Beach, we boarded a private 
tour bus and toured Hollywood before arriving at 
our ship about noon. Security aboard the ship 
was tight and we felt like we were never going to 
navigate all the check-points between the curb 
and the boarding dock. When we finally did arrive, 
we were greeted warmly by all the crew. We found 
our state room but were informed that we couldn't 
check in until 1:00 so we headed for the buffet 
lines like all the other 2500+ guests and enjoyed 
a leisurely lunch until we could get into our 

rooms. My first impression of our room was that it 
was so small that | would get claustrophobic. We 
were really crammed into the small room with a 
double bed, small mirrored desk, bathroom that 
hardly had room to turn around in and a closet. | 
kept trying to remember if Grandma Barbara had 
ever taken a cruise because | know how small 
spaces made her panic. After living for four days 
aboard the ship | totally forgot my initial 
impression and the closeness didn't bother me 
anymore. 


Each evening our entire group enjoyed a 
wonderful dinner together in one of the dining 
rooms. The waiters were congenial and won the 
hearts of all the girls. The food was 

delicious. There was swimming, hot tubbing, 
basketball, shuffleboard, a casino, live 
entertainment, shops, auctions, a library, a 
workout room, and all kinds of activities to 
participate in. On Tuesday we took a tour bus to 
Sea World and thoroughly enjoyed our time 

there. It was my favorite activity of the entire 
week! My only complaint was that we didn't get to 
stay long enough. Each day we had to be back to 
the boarding docks (and the endless security 
checks) by 3:30 since there are rigid rules 
regarding the ships manifest list and security 
checks necessary before leaving port at five each 
afternoon. It was so exciting to see the ship leave 
the harbor and to stand on deck and watch 
everything from 12 floors up! | loved the beautiful 
scenery. One night SaraKay and her friends 
watched a school of dolphins chase the 

ship. They said it was amazing. 


Day three we tendered on a ferry to Catalina 
Island. The ship was anchored offshore so we 


rode the ferry back and forth. Daddy and | rented 
a tandem bike and rode all over the island (which 
is very small) together. It was so fun! The kids did 
all sorts of things including some who parasailed 
behind a boat and looked like a live kite flying in 
the breeze. It was pricey so we didn't do that but 
SaraKay and her friends did rent mountain bikes 
and ride to the top of the hills surrounding the 
little town of Avalon and had a great time. 


One evening the dress for the dinner was formal 
attire and we all dressed up and took lots of 
pictures. That was the night we were celebrating 
our anniversary and the waiters as well as 
Chamber Singers went out of their way to make it 
special for us. 


Day four we arrived in Ensenada and took a bus 
tour to El Bufadora which is a large blow hole in 
the rocks on the coast of Mexico. There were lots 
of touristy shops and plenty to occupy us until the 
time came to return to the ship. It was interesting 
to drive through the countryside. Things were dirty 
and run-down and | couldn't help comparing it to 
what we had experienced on the U.S. side of the 
border. That night the ship made the trip back to 
Long Beach and the next morning we gathered 
ourselves together and boarded a bus for the 
airport. It was so nice to have all the 
arrangements made by our tour guide and to have 
someone else doing the driving and navigating in 
California traffic. We really enjoyed the other 
parents who went with us and it was fun to get 
acquainted with all the members of the Chambers 
group who we hadn't known. 


If there was a down side, it was that the ship was 
so enormous that it was difficult to keep track of 
each other and so some of the time we didn't 
know what was going on and where other 
members of the group were. At an evaluation 
meeting we parents agreed that a cruise wouldn't 
be our first choice for a Chamber's tour another 
year since it was too difficult to keep track of the 
kids and some of the environment wasn't as 
wholesome as we wanted it to be. We also felt 
that there wasn't enough opportunity musically to 
justify the expense. We were pleased that the 
kids got to perform to a large audience on 
Thursday and were well received. We all agreed 
that if and when another cruise was taken by the 
group, there would be an outlined schedule of 
ship's activities that everyone would attend 
together and chaperones would be stationed at 
these activities and account for each student. Of 
course, Daddy and | won't be a part of any such 
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activity in the future. Our days as parents of a 
high school student are numbered! 


The flight home was fun with everyone in a good 
mood and lots of laughter and singing. | couldn't 
help comparing traveling with a group to the trips | 
have taken solo and all the fears of being in the 
right place at the right time and making all the 
right connections. This trip was nearly stress-free 
and it felt good to have someone else worrying 
about times and places. SaraKay’s been 
melancholy recognizing that this will be her last 
tour with Chambers and that her senior year will 
soon be over. I'm sure there will be lots of 
emotional ups and downs these next three 
months. 


[Dad] Sorry to be so slow in finishing and sending 
this letter. As Sue intimated, things pile up while | 
am gone and it has all hit full force. The cruise 
was a great experience and so many new things to 
see and do. | don't think | would want to do 
another one unless it was with a group of family or 
friends. Sue mentioned Sea World as being her 
favorite part of the whole trip and | concur. It was 
so sweet to observe the antics of the whales, sea 
lions, porpoises, seals, etc. and their interaction 
with the trainers. The shows that they put 
together and the antics the animals would do 
were incredible! | am grateful for the experiences 
we had and the things we saw. There is nothing 
like getting out of Dodge to relax. 


On Saturday after returning from the cruise we 
had a Cedar Badge staff meeting. With a staff of 
nearly 250 we totally fill a cultural hall. Whata 
great group of people and a thrill to be associated 
with them and to look forward to another great 
year. Aaron Kirkham is doing a wonderful job as 
Chairman of the Board. The theme this year is 
Crusade for Character with a symbol of a knight 
killing a dragon. The CSP patch turned out great 
and everyone is excited and happy. Now we just 
need to recruit enough participants. 


March 31, 2008 


[Dad] | read somewhere that “normal” is a cycle 
on the washing machine. | think that may be the 
only place you may find “normal” around 

here. Last Monday we received word that 
Shauntel's new baby was being born in Boise by C- 
section a couple weeks earlier than was 

planned. So, we spent the night on the Internet 
making arrangements for flights the next day for 
Sue to fly to Little Rock and for Shauntel to fly to 
Boise on Wednesday. With the Shuttle Express 
from here it made it much more feasible. We sent 


Sue off at noon on the shuttle and she made the 
connections with her flight to Denver and then 
Little Rock on Frontier Airlines. When it came time 
to land, there was such bad weather that she was 
taken back to Tulsa until things cleared a little 
and then finally made it to Little Rock at about 
3:00 in the morning. 


Three or four hours later, Shaunnie got on the 
plane for Boise. The birth mother, Karina, was still 
committed to giving up her baby and Shauntel 
found all well there. Andrea could give us some 
insight into the happenings at that end of things 
because she was very involved and 

supportive. Because of all the hoops that have to 
be jumped through, Shaunnie is still in Boise with 
Kinzie and hopes to be able to go home before 
the week is up. Sue is scheduled to fly home on 
Wednesday. 


SaraKay and | got along pretty well without Sue, 
though we have missed her a lot. Especially with 
all the Easter festivities and visitors. We had 
Becky and her kids, Steve and his kids except for 
Nathan, and Mike & Marci and their two for Friday 
night and Saturday. | should also add Moose, 
Becky's dog. We enjoyed a couple of egg hunts on 
Saturday, colored several dozen eggs, and the 
trampoline had a real workout. With all of Sue's 
extensive planning we followed her directions as 
to who was to sleep where, what to fix for each 
meal, what treats were where and everything. | 
think everyone had a great time. 


Saturday night, when the kids went to bed, Becky 
started putting out candy on every flat surface and 
every dimple of the couch in the dining room. It 
was fun to participate with her and even add a 
new dimension with putting out some big brown 
eggs--some left-over baked potatoes. We topped 
them with some peeps but Larsen thought they 
were gross. | guess something like that is just 
what happens when Easter comes to Idaho. 


[Mom] Several months ago Randy and Shauntel 
received word from Dave and Andrea that there 
was a young woman in their ward in Boise who 
was going to give up her baby for adoption. She 
had gone through LDS Social Services and already 
selected a family, but for a variety of reasons had 
changed her mind. In an earlier conversation 
Andrea had mentioned that she had a sister and 
brother-in-law who had adopted their children and 
Karina asked Andrea if they would consider 
adopting her baby girl who was due on April 

3", Shauntel and Randy were contacted and 
agreed and the whole process began. They have 
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had enough experience to know that adoptions 
can be very uncertain and so they didn't say 
much. As the time for Karina's delivery got closer, 
she expressed a desire to meet the Andersons 
and so plane tickets were bought and plans were 
made for the family to fly to Boise the week of 
April Ist. It was a surprise when | received a 
phone call two weeks early telling us that Karina 
was in labor and that she was scheduled to have 
a C-section. Of course, this news was very exciting 
but wasn't exactly fitting into the prior plans. On 
Monday, March 17th, Shauntel called and asked 
if | could get to Little Rock and take care of 

the family while she flew to Boise and took care of 
all the details there. 


As Daddy mentioned, we booked a flight for 
Tuesday and | caught the S.L. Express to SLC and 
flew out of Utah at 5:00 Tuesday afternoon. | had 
a connecting flight in Denver and was scheduled 
to arrive in Little Rock at 10:30 that night. We 
had been hearing reports of terrible weather in 
the Midwest and | worried that maybe my flight 
would be affected but we left Denver on time and 
headed south. When we were about a half hour 
outside of Little Rock the captain announced that 
the stormy weather had changed direction and 
was over Arkansas and that we were being 
diverted to Tulsa OK. We arrived in Tulsa and sat 
on the runway for two hours, uncertain whether 
we would be spending the night in Tulsa. Finally, 
they announced that the storm had moved on and 
we could fly into Little Rock. It was very unnerving 
to be in the air and watch the lightening flashing 
all around us as we made our way. Fortunately, 
my seat-mate was a very friendly lady from the 
South who loaned me her cell phone and | notified 
Shauntel that my flight was late. When all was 
said and done, we arrived about 2:00 

a.m. Shauntel was scheduled to leave the next 
morning at about six so we had a very short night 
but her flights were on time and she arrived in 
Boise that afternoon. 


Andrea and David had been visiting Karina in the 
hospital and helped Shauntel once she arrived to 
meet Karina and her family and take care of the 
necessary details. It was very sweet for Shaunnie 
to feel such loving support from Dave and Andrea 
and she also got to spend some time with Tim 
before the week was over. We were all so grateful 
that all the necessary paperwork was expedited 
and Shauntel and Kinzie flew home just one week 
later. | couldn't help feeling like this was a small 
miracle considering how long government 
agencies usually take. 


The following is an account that Andrea wrote at 
the time of the adoption: 


April 7, 2008 
Dear Family, 


We have felt so blessed to have the opportunity to 
walk through this adoption with Shauntel and 
Randy. The adoption of Kinzie Karina has really 
opened our eyes to the physical and emotional 
stress of an adoption. _We have been touched 


by Shauntel and Randy's humility. Moments that 
have been sweet for us: 


*Calling Shauntel with the possibility of a 

baby. Knowing that life had still not settled in for 
the Andersons with their recent move, but 
receiving a return phone call from Shauntel 
saying that she had just spoken with Randy and 
he said that, "It just feels right". They were 
overwhelmed, excited and grateful for the 
opportunity of welcoming another little one. 


*Arriving at the hospital on the day that Kinzie 
was born to find that she was in the ICU. The 
birth mother and the baby were both in need of 
care. Between the Grandmother, an Aunt, and 
myself we shared around the clock care for Kinzie 
and the mother. The initial nurses were not happy 
to have us in the ICU. They felt the baby would 
"sleep better if left alone in her crib". We never 
left her side. The first time | approached tiny 
Kinzie she had been poked so many times by a 
needle that she pushed me away. | took her little 
hands into mine and started to tell her all about 
her new family...Camille, Arch, Drake...her little 
body relaxed and she brought her arms with my 
fingers into her chest and listened as | spoke. It 
was a very sweet experience. 


*Several times Kinzie looked directly at her birth 
mother Karina, made eye contact, and 
smiled. None of our 6 children ever made contact 


at such an early age as Kinzie was offering to her 
birth mother. 


*The aunt who was present had recently lost her 
unborn baby at her six-month mark. Kinzie 
provided healing for her. Tears were shed 

freely. But even this aunt who had initially 
questioned this adoption knew that this baby was 
not to stay with their immediate family. She knew 
that Karina had made the right decision about 
Shauntel and Randy's family. The family mourned 
for their loss but were settled with Goa's will for 
this baby. 
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*The final night that Kinzie was in the ICU we had 
a very compassionate nurse who allowed 
Grandma, Aunt, David, myself and Karina to sit 
together, shielded by the privacy of a curtain, and 
share several uninterrupted hours 

together. Kinzie comes from such a special family. 
She is blessed with strong LDS family lines, enjoys 
1/4 Polynesian blood, and is destined for 
something wonderful. 


*The day we left the hospital Shauntel and Karina 
stood at the exit doors of the hospital. Karina 


tenderly held her baby and then released her into 
Shauntel's arms. The 2 mothers embraced with 


tiny Kinzie tucked between them. It was such an 
overwhelming moment of emotion. And then we 
were left alone. Shauntel needed to finish some 
business in the hospital so | left to get the car. 
Several minutes later Shaunie came walking out 
into the sun carrying her new baby. She was 
beautiful and looked happy. She got into the car 
and remarked that someone had just 
congratulated her on her new baby girl. 


*Shauntel was gracious to all of us. She allowed 
us to mourn with the birth mother and family and 
then to celebrate with her. 


*Shaunie wasn't able to come back to our home 
after the arrival of Kinzie given our geographical 
proximity to the birth mother, so a generous 
couple put her up in a private room with a balcony 
and kitchen. This couple welcomed us into their 
home to celebrate Easter dinner together with 
Tim, Shauntel, and our entire family. 


The ist picture below shows Shauntel 
embracing Kinzie for the first time. We feel so 
blessed and grateful for the time we had with 
Shauntel and with Kinzie. Kinzie will forever be 
blessed by the Anderson family. 


In the meantime, | was in Little Rock caring for the 
other three. We got along surprisingly well. My 
biggest worry was that Drake wouldn't accept 

me. Shauntel had told me that he has 

been clingier than the other children and she 
thought that it was because of him being uprooted 
after four months of being raised by a Korean 
grandmother. Anyway, he was wary of me fora 
while but after a couple of days he warmed 

up and we got along great. My other fear was that 
| wouldn't have the strength to lift him like | knew | 
would need to, but that worked out all right, too. 
Camille and Archie were so good to lend a hand 
and help out with the house and Drake. Randy 
would arrive home from work about seven and 
help get the kids to bed each night. 


It was heart-warming to spend the time with the 
Arkansas Andersons and to see how well they are 
getting along. Each evening Archie refused to go 
to bed until we had read our scriptures and had 
been quizzed on what we read. Camille (or Milly 
as she now likes to be called) is growing into a 
lovely young lady and she was very capable and 
able to help me find my way around the kitchen 
and neighborhood. On two different occasions we 
spent time at a nearby park and beach and it was 
fun to catch some sun and enjoy the mild 
Arkansas weather. The kids were out for spring 
break so we got some projects done and had 
some fun as well. On Easter Sunday we had an 
egg hunt and then Randy hooked up the riding 
mower to their little trailer and he gave rides to all 
the neighborhood kids. He was still dressed in 
his white shirt and tie and had Drake perched on 
his lap as he drove up and down the quiet street 
they live on and into the yard. Of course, Drake 
and Archie loved every minute of it! As | watched 
Randy on the riding mower | couldn't help 
thinking, "You can take the man out of Idaho but 
you can't take the Idaho out of the man!" 


| was so isolated most of the time | was there that 
| almost forgot | was in a foreign environment. But 
while visiting with other mothers at the park | was 
quickly reminded that | was indeed in the 

south. The "No, Ma’am" always caught me by 
surprise. | was ready to come home by 
Wednesday and the family was more than ready 
to welcome their mother and new baby sister. 


| really appreciated Daddy and SaraKay for taking 
care of things at home. The day | left was 
SaraKay's district festival and she was competing 
in vocal, piano, and violin. Previous to the 
competition, she was having second thoughts 
about even competing since she felt that her 
numbers weren't good enough, but with our 
encouragement and a priesthood blessing on 
Sunday night she moved ahead and came home 
Tuesday night with three superior ratings. She will 
advance to state competition on May 3rd in both 
vocal and violin. There isn't a state piano 
competition but she was grateful for the chance to 
perform her festival piece in preparation for her 
upcoming local music festival in April. It was a 
real payday for her to do so well. 


On Saturday morning we left about eight and 
drove to Logan to attend the viewing for Jesse 
Griffith. We saw all of his children (and their 
children and grandchildren) and renewed those 
wonderful friendships of years gone by. It was 
unbelievably sweet to visit with everyone and 
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realize what an important part of our lives the 
Griffiths have been for nearly 40 years. Audrey, 
who was double-casted with SaraKay in “Crazy for 
You,” was especially touched to see her and they 
had a wonderful time catching up on the news. All 
the Griffiths who were farming in Taber have sold 
out and moved to the Logan/Preston area about a 
year ago so it was especially sweet to see them 
again. 


Following our time in Logan we went to Layton and 
attended the open house for Karen and Jim's 
daughter, Teresa, who just returned from Taiwan 
Tuesday. She looked so good and seemed 
pleased with all the friends and family who 
attended. Jacob is presently attending USU and 
will be leaving on his mission this summer and 
Josh who towers at 6'7" is a sophomore in high 
school. Karen had really gone to a lot of work and 
everything was just wonderful. 


It was nice for us to get to see Staff, Matt, and 
Jennifer and her family. They live just a short 
distance away in the Ogden area and are doing 
well. Jennifer had a knee replacement done a 
while ago and has had a tough recovery but she 
looked good and seemed happy that the surgery 
was behind her. Matt is attending massage 
therapy school and has almost finished. He has 
quit smoking and drinking and is doing well with 
his schooling. He looked happy and is pleased 
that his life is going well. Staff was headed 

to Vegas to meet with Coco and her husband who 
were giving him their old car ('O5!) since they were 
buying a new one. | really admire Staff's 

family for the way they have all pulled together 
since their mother died. 


Rick and Terry arrived a while later and we caught 
up on their family. Jacob is headed to Florida to a 
graduate program this fall and Terry is trying to 
come to grips with having her little granddaughter 
that far away. It sounds like a great opportunity, 
though, and they are excited for them. Amanda's 
husband has been offered a head coaching 
position in Jerome and it looks like they might be 
relocating there. Aubrey is getting married in the 
IF Temple on April 25th and they are excited for 
that. Jonathan was recently nominated for Mr. 
Century High and will be performing a guitar 
number for his talent presentation. He will 
graduate in May and attend ISU until time for his 
mission. 


Other family news includes that Josh is presently 
working at Riverside Boot and Saddle and Jet is in 
Jerome with the family until their home sells. Then 


they can start looking in the area for a home 
here. I'm sure the Watsons are pleased to 
have them locating in the area. 


We left Karen's about 3:00 and drove to SLC and 
met Becky at the designated place before Daddy 
dropped us off at the Conference Center for the 
YW General Broadcast at six. While standing in 
line we spotted Katie and soon joined her. Steph 
was already in the center since she had come 
earlier to help with the girls who were a part of the 
choir for the broadcast. Steph's stake was the 
host stake for the five Cache Valley stakes 
participating in the choir. They have been working 
on this for several months and it has been an 
unbelievable experience for them as a 
presidency. It was truly a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity. Because of Steph's responsibilities, 
she got us sixth row seats so Becky, SaraKay, 
Katie, Steph and | all got to sit together. It was 
such an amazing experience! (We were a 
blubbering bunch of boobs). Anyway, what a treat 
for us to attend that meeting together and meet 
many of the ladies that Steph works with in the 
stake. Following the broadcast every girl in the 
choir was greeted and hugged personally by the 
director and members of the General Board. We 
kept trying to pull Stephani away from the 
Conference Center when it was over but she had 
to hug and shed a few tears with everyone she 
saw! 


Daddy was so sweet and patient while acting as 
chauffer and we all enjoyed 
soup/salads/sandwiches at the Paradise Bakery 
and Café. By the time our night was over we were 
all exhausted but so grateful. Originally, we were 
planning to spend the night with Don and Deniece 
and attend Teresa's meeting the next morning but 
decided to just drive on home that night. Daddy 
was singing a solo in our sacrament meeting and 
SaraKay was playing her violin in the choir number 
and both Daddy and | had lessons to teach so we 
felt like we couldn't take a chance on being late 
for our own meetings. 


April 11, 2008 


[Mom] It snowed again last night. Chances are it 
will be gone by noon. Last week in the paper it 
stated that Utah and surrounding states had 
received so much snow this winter that Lake 
Powell will rise 50 feet from all the run off. We 
haven't heard any such statistics on Palisades 
Dam but we hope for the best. The weather on 
Sunday was beautiful although we didn't do much 
but watch conference, visit, and play with Amber 


Larsen Legacy: Volume 9 


302 


and Ellie. Mike and Marci arrived Friday evening 
and got in a temple session before it closed for 
the upcoming conference weekend. We so 
enjoyed having them share the conference 
weekend with us. It was wonderful! 


We had a good group on chat last night. Some 
highlights: 1) Sam was elected as their marching 
band president for his senior year. Steph attended 
the General Young Women workshops this past 
weekend and she said the presidency treated 
them like old friends. Two of her favorites, Elaine 
Dalton and Sister Dibbs (Pres. Monson's daughter) 
were sustained into the new presidency. 


(2) Shauntel and Randy spent a frightening half 
hour in their walk-in closet with their four children 
and Zoe when a tornado warning alerted them of 
potential danger. The twister touched down less 
than a half block from their home, toppling trees 
and wreaking havoc and throwing out power for a 
large area in Benton. They felt fortunate that they 
didn't sustain damage to their property. They are 
enjoying their newest addition, Kinzie, and 
appreciate that she is such a contented baby. 


(3) Bonnie, who has been recovering from surgery 
had a setback and was in the emergency room for 
excessive bleeding. She has been in bed this past 
week but doing a little better now. Steve and the 
kids have been trying to keep up with the house 
and meals until she strengthens. Jared's baptism 
is at 9:00 this Saturday in Wellsville. 


(4) Laurel is now taking piano from Del Parkinson 
and competed on Saturday for the chance to 
perform with an orchestra. She didn't win the 
competition but felt very encouraged by her 
performance. Andrea's sweet write-up regarding 
Randy and Shauntel's new baby was very 
touching. Thank you, Andrea and David, for all 
your efforts in their behalf. 


(5) Becky and Chet are spending the week 
together in Phoenix since the kids are out for 
spring break this week. Chet is being trained for 
his new responsibilities and is working long 
hours. They hope to be relocated to Japan before 
too long. Becky will be back in Heber by week's 
end to get the kids back in school and supervise 
the addition of a deck to their cabin. 


(6) John is enroute to Germany with others from 
Ford Motor. Will work through Friday and tour a 
day before returning on Saturday night. Paul and 
Jenny spent conference weekend with them and 
the cousins had a great time. 


(7) Marci's parents have received a mission call 
to Rochester, New York and will depart on May 12. 
They will have work at Palmyra as well as the Hill 
Cumorah Pageant. What a wonderful place to 
serve! 


(8) Paul and Jenny continue to do the odd jobs on 
their new home. Jenny is enjoying good health 
and jogs four miles three times a week with some 
friends! The baby is due the last week in July and 
the other kids are a busy bunch. Paul was 
recently sustained as the "new scout" leader and 
Jenny has been asked to be a presenter at a stake 
Relief Society conference. 


(9) Tim is enjoying being a home owner although 
he admits that there is no end to the little projects 
that he wants to work on around the house and 
yard. He has three roommates and has nearly 
survived another tax season! 


(10) SaraKay has several Jr. Miss activities this 
week before the program Saturday night. She is 
feeling the stress of all the upcoming competitions 
and we are all going to cheer when she gets that 
diploma! Her senior recital is scheduled for May 
10th for those of you who live close and might 
come. 


| have been sewing a costume for the Disney 
concert in May and doing the biannual scout 
phone calls for Daddy. Now that the weather is 
clearing and warming up, | am feeling the need to 
find time for yard work but | just can't face it until | 
finish up some of these other projects. Daddy's 
work is very demanding this time of year. Just one 
year and 8 % months until retirement. 


[Dad] This Saturday is the Blackfoot District Merit 
Badge Pow Wow and also the council Blue Badge 
training for all District leadership. Next Saturday 
is the Council Recognition Night and we are trying 
to get Friends of Scouting fundraising completed 
by then. All the ordering of staff shirts, jackets, 
belts, buckles, pins, berets, neckerchiefs, 
patches, and so on has to be thought through and 
orders placed with the various vendors. And in 
addition, we are working on our annual 
membership push. So, there are plenty of 
pressures and activities going on in my life right 
now. |am so sorry that | won't be able to go to 
Jared's baptism. 


Last night was our annual Fresh Water Ditch 
meeting. | still have responsibility as the 
Secretary-Treasurer of the ditch and had to get 
the meeting notices out, billings for fees, and a 
financial statement and agenda prepared for the 
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meeting. It is interesting how this is the only time 
we interact with some neighbors. The next couple 
days are critical for getting the ditch burned and a 
ditcher down it to prepare for another irrigation 
season before the water is in the canal. 


For the last several years | have been able to get 
the five pallets of flour donated for the Tiger Ear 
Booth in the fall. With what has happened to 
wheat prices, | am having to scurry around to even 
find flour to buy at $20.00 for 50 Ib. bags. But it 
looks like | finally have that lined up and should 
have it in hand within the next couple days. | was 
able to get the sugar donated again and will pick it 
up in a couple of weeks. “/t takes a real storm in 
the average person's life to make him realize how 
much worrying he has done over the 

squalls. Albert Camus said, "Life is the sum total 
of all your choices," and Flora Whittlemane said, 
"The doors we open and close every day decide 
the lives we live." Love, DAD 


April 15, 2008 


[Mom] This past week was a big one. SaraKay 
was in charge of arranging for a logo and t-shirts 
for our stake's upcoming girl's camp and she had 
searched high and low for something that would 
be appropriate for the YW's theme, "Steadfast and 
Immovable, Always Abounding in Good 

Works." She had seen several examples of logos 
with mountains and thought she would go in that 
direction but finding just the right scene and one 
that would look good on the front of a t-shirt 
proved to be a huge task. We finally emailed her 
idea to the company we are dealing with, Screen 
Graphics, and they turned it over to their graphic 
artist to prepare it for approval. When they sent it 
back to us, it was not at all what we 

wanted. SaraKay had been working on the logo 
for several weeks with the intent to present it at 
the stake leadership on Wednesday night. We 
were so frustrated with it all wnen Daddy 
suggested that one of his co-workers does 
graphics and that maybe he could help. Anyway, 
SaraKay did finally get a logo that she liked and 
fulfilled her assignment. 


This morning she had a meeting at 8:00 to plan 
the bi-stake youth conference for June and 
another tonight. On Tuesday she was so 
overwhelmed with life that she wanted to stay 
home from YW and do homework. Because she is 
the Laurel president, she attended despite the 
pressures she was feeling. When she got home, 
she commented that they had delivered cookies 
to some of the widowers in the ward and that it 


had been a wonderful respite from all the stresses 
that she was feeling. She made the comment, "It 
was a good reminder to me that | need the 

Church in my life!" 


On Thursday we attended the annual Jr. Miss 
banquet with all the contestants and their 
mothers as well as the 30 members of the Jr. 
Miss committee. It was a fun evening. SaraKay 
and the other two winners of last year's program 
performed a vocal trio for the program. SaraKay 
was assigned to do a special number at the 
program last night, perform with a large group of 
last year's girls, and to present some of the 
awards to this year’s winners. She spent several 
hours at rehearsal this past week in preparation 
for her responsibilities. Last night at the program 
she was scheduled to do a vocal number during 
the time when the judges were deliberating and 
just before she was scheduled to sing, they 
announced that her background music had a 
problem and so instead of singing she played the 
piano. Apparently, on Friday at the rehearsal the 
tech people had taken her CD to get it cued up 
and ready and had lost it and didn't realize it until 
almost time for her performance. She was in her 
costume backstage when they realized they 
couldn't find it and so she collected her wits and 
performed one of the numbers she has been 
preparing for her senior recital. | couldn't believe 
she had the presence of mind to be able to do 

it. It was a pretty nostalgic evening when winners 
were announced and another major event for the 
year came to a close. 


Because of all the pressures on Daddy and 
SaraKay, they didn’t go with me to Logan to 
attend Jared's baptism on Saturday morning. | got 
up and left about 6:40 a.m. and arrived in 
Wellsville by 9:00. | was grateful that | left a little 
early because | got so sleepy that | pulled off at 
the rest area over the Malad Pass and slept for a 
few minutes before continuing on. It was so 
wonderful to see all of Bonnie's family at the 
baptism and to enjoy a wonderful dinner 
afterward. Stephani attended and it was very 
relaxing and fun to see Steve and Bonnie and 
their sweet family. They had reserved the 
Tabernacle for the dinner and the weather 
cooperated and the kids enjoyed the playground 
equipment while we helped with the cleanup. 
Bonnie is recovering from her surgery although 
she still has to take it easy for a few more weeks. 
Jared looked so handsome in his new white shirt 
and tie. 
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| don't know if | mentioned that SaraKay received 
word that she got full tuition at BYU-] renewable 
each year. A few days later she got word that she 
hadn't qualified for a talent award from the piano 
department. It was a bit of a disappointment but 
she wasn't surprised. The head of the department 
called her after her tryouts and asked what track 
she was on and then said that they would not be 
sending out word of awards until they knew what 
the academic awards were. We suspected then 
that they try to spread the money around and that 
is fine with us. We are so grateful that her tuition 
is paid and she will be able to meet her needs. 
Tim sent us pictures of his handiwork in his new 
home. He's enjoying home ownership and doing a 
great job with his fix-ups! 


[Dad] We are really going to miss Sue's calling 
teaching in Primary. She always had such sweet 
and humorous stories about what the kids would 
say or do. | am also a little afraid of having her in 
my Gospel Doctrine class because she knows so 
much and may see how less than perfect | am 
with my teaching. | have to admit that it has been 
satisfying to teach and | have had such a spiritual 
conviction of the scriptures and the beautiful and 
meaningful messages prophets of old have for 
us. Time spent reading, pondering, and praying 
about these lessons is amply rewarded with 
insights, testimony, and an excitement about the 
scriptures that | certainly didn't anticipate. It has 
been fun to share my learning with Sue and 
SaraKay in Family Home Evening. Tonight we 
talked about Jacob 5--the allegory of the olive tree- 
-and transformed that chapter into an exciting, 
insightful message of hope and testimony of the 
Savior's love for us rather than the longest, most 
boring chapter in the Book of Mormon. 


Saturday was Blue Badge-a training we have in 
the council for the leaders in the districts to learn 
their duties and roles. My responsibility is with 
the Advancement Chairmen and we only had 4 
out of the 18 that should have been there— 
unfortunate, but typical. We had also decided to 
put together another bulk mailing to every 
registered Scout, Varsity, and Venturer in the 
council--over 7,200--entreating them to come to 
Cedar Badge. We are behind in our signups 
compared to where we usually are at this 

point. Then when we were through and Blue 
Badge adjourned, | hurried to Snake River Junior 
High School where Bradford Harper was holding 
down the fort with our annual Merit Badge Pow 
Wow with some 220 kids. We closed up and 
locked all the classrooms and the school and 


cleaned up and thankfully, when | returned the 
key this morning there hadn't been any 
complaints from any of the teachers about their 
classrooms. Whew!! 


In closing, let me just share this thought from 
Barbara Bush at Wellesley College 
commencement in 1990. Even though it is 18 
years old, it is truer today._"At the end of your life, 
you will never regret not having passed one more 
test, not winning one more verdict or not closing 
one more deal. You will regret time not spent with 
a husband, a friend, a child or a parent. Fathers 


and mothers, if you have children...they must 
come first. You must read to your children, you 


must hug your children, you must love your 
children. Your success as a family...0Ur SUCCESS 
as a society depends not on what happens at the 
White House, but on what happens inside your 
house." This is so true—take time to read to your 
kids, play with your kids, hug your kids, tell them 
how beautiful and wonderful they are—and they 
will believe you. Time passes too quickly—if you 
don't do it now—they will be sitting by your bedside 
and reading to you and kissing you goodbye. 


April 21, 2008 


[Mom] This past week was a marathon for Daddy 
with the Grand Teton Council Recognition Night on 
Saturday and the week spent preparing. It puts a 
lot of pressure on Daddy for the physical 
arrangements and he spent a good amount of 
time on the phone and chasing down technology 
help and keys to the building. Saturday he was 
run ragged by the time the day was over and the 
clean-up was finished. The only thing that keeps 
him going is knowing that he is down to a little 
over a year before retirement. 


We had another "last" for SaraKay this week as 
the Snake River Community Orchestra held its last 
concert of the year on Thursday. Although SaraKay 
will probably be a part of the orchestra in the fall 
before going to BYU-I in January, the seniors in the 
orchestra were honored since it was the last time 
for most of them. | think there are seven that are 
leaving including the only two violas, bassoon, and 
oboe. The violin section will lose three violinists. 


On Friday night SaraKay had a nine-hour session 
to learn the choreography for the Festival Choir's 
Spring Show. She was so tired and sore on 
Saturday and Sunday that she could hardly 

walk. We finished up her Anastasia costume and 
got it approved for performance so that is a major 
hurdle. | have also been cutting out 100 little 
tiaras out of fun foam for the Disney Tea Party 
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that will be held the morning of the 10th. This 
week is the end of year Chambers Dinner and 
since SaraKay is on the council we are helping 
with the meal. Aubrey’s wedding is Friday 
morning in the Idaho Falls Temple and we are 
going to try to catch a session before the 
ceremony. We will attend the wedding dinner in 
Pocatello that afternoon and leave from there for 
Heber, hopefully picking up Steph in Tremonton 
and taking her with us. Saturday is festival and 
scholarship tryouts and prom. We will be in Heber 
for Tate's baptism Friday night and Saturday and 
then hurry home to help SaraKay get ready for her 
date. Thank goodness she already has a dress 
and won't have to spend all day with the date 
since she won't be through with festival and 
tryouts until nearly four. Her date understands. 


We had a couple of good days last week and | got 
the backyard raked and things ready to 

burn. Daddy came home for a few minutes about 
three on Saturday and helped me burn a lot of the 
leaves that | had raked from the wind break into 
the ditch. It was a good way to handle it and the 
fire stayed controlled. We are pretty gun-shy when 
it comes to burning after the mishaps we have 
experienced. Daddy mentioned that on his way to 
town he had seen a white vinyl fence that had 
been burned and ruined by someone. | bet they 
were sick! | told Daddy that | should write a book 
about burning disasters in our community. We 
would have a chapter; the Ellis's would have two 
and several other neighbors could contribute to 
the book. It's nearly impossible to find a time to 
burn when the wind isn't a factor. You may think 
that you are burning on a still, windless day but 
the wind is so fickle and will come up and wreak 
havoc. 


[Dad] One of the biggest efforts this past week 
was finishing off the Blackfoot District's Fair Share 
of our FOS fundraising drive. We made it in time 
for my people to be honored at the Recognition 
Night on Saturday night. That was a wonderful 
event--it is always a thrill to hear about the years 
of service given by those being honored with the 
Silver Beaver award. This year we had three from 
Blackfoot--Bill Hammond, Dr. Hill, and Kent 
Banner. There were 32 in all honored this 

year. We also awarded Awards of Merit and 
Heroism. One that drew a lot of attention was the 
Steed brothers who were abused by a staff 
member at Camp Little Lemhi about 10 years 
ago. There has been an adversarial relationship 
with them as they were suing the council and the 
Boy Scouts and we had received a lot of bad press 


over the whole thing over the last few years. But 
our new Scout Executive, Clarke Farrer and 
Council President, Dave Hermansen, went and 
visited with the Steeds and through the ensuing 
visits much healing has taken place culminating in 
belatedly (in my opinion) recognizing them for the 
heroic action of recognizing, resisting, and 
reporting the abuse and stopping a 

predator. There were several TV cameras and 
reporters from various media there to capture the 
event. 


It was a treat to have Sue in my Sunday School 
class this week. It was Ward Conference and 
President Jenks gave me a wonderful compliment 
after class when he told me | was right up among 
the top of the Gospel Doctrine teachers of the 
stake. We had a great conference and look 
forward to Stake Conference. 


April 29, 2008 


[Mom] We've had a wonderful weekend starting 
Friday morning when we joined Rick and Terry and 
their family at the temple for Aubrey’s wedding. It 
was a sweet occasion and Aubrey was such a 
beautiful bride! Gary and Linda work in the 
temple at three on Fridays so they were there for 
the ceremony although they didn’t join in the 
wedding dinner that was held at two in 

Pocatello. A lot of the groom's family were there 
from Montana and they were very fine people. 

We didn't realize until we visited with Rick 

that Aubrey’s husband, John, is the only member 
of the Church in his family. Aubrey helped in his 
conversion and they have been attending an ISU 
single’s branch. Several of their leaders were 
there for the sealing and it was obvious that they 
have had wonderful support. We also enjoyed the 
chance to rub shoulders with Terry's family. She 
and her sister and mother are quite the chefs and 
they had been working for days to prepare the 
food for the reception that night. Although we 
weren't able to attend the reception that evening, 
I'm sure it was a gala event! 


Following the wedding dinner, we left for UT and 
met up with Stephani, Steve, Rachel and Chrissy 
in Brigham City. Originally Steve was going to 
drive us all in his van (and had gone to a lot of 
effort to have it spit spot spotless) but Sam had 
other commitments and decided not to go with us 
so we fit in our car. We decided to take the 
Ogden/Cheyenne way since SLC traffic on a Friday 
afternoon is so horrendous and it was a scenic 
and trouble-free trip. We arrived in Heber about 
seven and trailed Becky home to the cabin. We 
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got along pretty well until about the last half mile 
which was muddy and impassable except ina 
four-wheel-drive vehicle. Becky has been driving a 
Land Rover so she pulled down into their 
driveway, unloaded stuff, and then came back out 
to get the rest of the group and all our gear. It was 
a fun party from the minute we unloaded and 
started supper! We totally lost track of time until 
someone mentioned that if we had to be up and 
on our way by 8:30 a.m. the next day, we ought to 
start thinking about getting kids to bed. It was 
close to 11:00 before things finally quieted down 
although J. Cole fell fast asleep on the couch with 
all the commotion still going on. Daddy and | went 
to bed about 11:00 and he fell fast asleep but | 
laid there for several hours listening to Steve, 
Steph, and Becky talk and laugh. About two a.m. 
they finally quit and went to bed. | guess they 
were talking "business" and Steve was the chief 
consultant. 


After a harried and early morning, we loaded 
Sunday clothes, stuff for dinner, soccer 
equipment, and everything else we would need for 
the morning and took off for Heber. Becky had 
planned the morning so that we wouldn't have to 
return to the cabin before the baptism. After 
huddling under blankets to keep warm while we 
watched soccer, we went to Becky's ward building 
and had lunch before going to the stake center for 
the baptism. Chet’s family arrived from SLC and it 
was fun to add more cousins to the mix. The 
baptism was so sweet! Chet gave Tate a beautiful 
blessing and Daddy gave the talk on the Holy 
Ghost and did a great job. Tate was all smiles! 


We made a hasty exit following the baptism since 
we needed to be home early evening to help 
SaraKay get ready for prom. We laughed and 
visited all the way back to Brigham City and hated 
to part ways. It had been such a fun time for all 
us. We got home about a half hour before 
SaraKay got home from her activity and Daddy left 
for stake conference and | stayed home to help 
SaraKay get ready for her big date. Later | joined 
Daddy at the stake center for the evening session 
of conference. 


Other good news from the week was that on 
Saturday SaraKay competed in the local festival 
and won a $300 scholarship for piano 
performance and $200 for her violin piece. She 
was really excited with the win since as a senior 
the scholarship money can go towards anything 
music related (instead of just a music camp when 
you win as an underclassman.) 


[Dad] Last night was the annual recital for the 
best performers and scholarship winners from 
Festival on Saturday. SaraKay had won 
scholarships for piano and for strings--a cash 
award for the seniors which was a welcome 
$500.00. A small return on the hours of 
practicing--but certainly a payoff to see the quality 
of her performances and to see how much she 
has grown in her talents. 


Here is a fascinating thought from Truman G. 
Madsen: "One day in Nauvoo, Brigham Young 
approached the Prophet's father who was the 


Patriarch. ‘| would like,’ he said, ‘a patriarchal 
blessing.’ The Patriarch replied: ‘Here is a piece of 


paper. Sit down at this table and write down every 
good thing you seek in righteousness, and | will 
sign it and that will be your patriarchal blessing.’ 
Staggering." What a truly staggering thought-- 
every good thing you seek in righteousness—are 
you living to fulfill your blessings? Do they include 
every good thing you seek in 

righteousness? Love, DAD 


May 8, 2008 


[Mom] | just received an e-mail from Karen with 
the news that Jacob received his mission call to 
Culiacan, Mexico. He will enter the MTC in August 
so they have a little while to get things pulled 
together for his departure. That's exciting news 
for their family! This Saturday is David Gentry's 
wedding in the Mesa Temple. Wish we lived 
closer and could be there for Scott and Jeanie. 


We have beautiful weather today and Daddy had a 
big overnighter and Cedar Badge training all 
weekend so he took this afternoon off and is 
servicing the mowers so that we can get the lawn 
mowed. We had our sprinkler system checked 
and it looks like it is ready to go for another 
season, too. | guess spring and summer are going 
to arrive whether | am ready or not. 


This past week was an exciting one for 

SaraKay. She competed in Crawford Cup and won 
first place in vocal and instrumental as well as 
winning one of three senior scholarships for a 
total of $500 dollars! She is so thrilled to be 
getting her money for school pulled together and 
to know that she has the funds to take care of 
things. We received a notice from BYU-I that she 
will be strongly encouraged to buy a personal 
laptop computer (HP) through the university and 
that it comes with guarantees and on-campus 
service and repair. | guess the college has found 
that it is better to deal with the problems on 
campus instead of having kids without access to a 
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computer while it is being repaired. | remember 
the trouble Tim had with his computer and what a 
headache it was trying to get it fixed and back in 
his possession in the middle of a busy 

semester. Price tag for this is $1000. So here we 
go with all the costs of higher education. We are 
grateful for the help SaraKay is getting through 
scholarship aid. 


Last Friday and Saturday she competed at State 
Solo in Boise with eight other Snake River 
students and came home not placing in either 
vocal or violin. She really didn't expect to but it 
can't help but be disappointing. SaraKay 
competed in soprano but felt all along that her 
song was too difficult and that she should have 
backed off and picked one more suited for her 
voice. She sang, "Rejoice, Ye Daughters of Zion" 
from the Messiah. 


We received word that Sunday morning at 4:00 
our neighbor, Stacy Fresh, was driving and lost 
control of the car and it rolled. One girl was 
killed. We don't have the complete story but I'm 
sure SaraKay will fill in the details when she 
arrives home from school today. We seem to 
have had more than our share of fatalities. The 
girl who was killed was a senior who would have 
been graduating in a couple of weeks; tough on 
the family. | Know the Fresh family is suffering, 
too. Whenever something like this happens it 
makes our day to day worries and stresses seem 
minor. 


[Dad] A few of the fun things planned for the ward 
talent show were: a group of ladies-Stacey and 
the G's—because Stacey Cox was the youngest one 
and the all the rest of the group were grandma’s; 
the ward choir singing, "No Man is an Island”; 
SaraKay singing, "So Long Dearie"; a male quartet 
composed of Bruce Ellis, Troy Parkinson, Ken 
Grover, Terry Hansen, and myself (yes--that is five 
of us) singing, "When You Walk Through a 

Storm." One of the sweetest numbers was the 
group of Hispanic ladies from the English class 
started while we were ward missionaries. They 
sang, "| am a Child of God" in English, and then 
sang it in Spanish. None of them are members, 
but they had a great welcome from the ward and 
did a wonderful job. | utilized the Cedar Badge 
sound system to help with better sound and 
ended up using my own computer and 
amplification system for the four numbers that 
needed CDs played. | was grateful to have the 
resources to help to make the evening a success. 


The weekend Cedar Badge Staff Development at 
Sealander Park was a success. We had about 
225 staff members there and handed out the 
shirts, jackets, and belts that had been ordered 
and collected for them. By the time the day was 
over | had collected over $4,000. Two weeks ago 
we only had 51 participants signed up for Cedar 
Badge. We were concerned and the Board 
decided to send out a letter to parents with a "fire 
sale" offer for one week at $110--a $30 discount. 
The only problem was that many of the people 
that had already paid the regular price called the 
offices thinking they should get the same price. | 
had the offices direct all those calls to me and it 
has ended up being quite a sweet experience as a 
whole as | have fielded those calls and visited with 
over 40 people about the situation. 


Last week was really rewarding. It is great to see 
SaraKay get some recognition and payoff for all 
her had work. Tonight we went to an Elk's dinner 
and youth recognition night. She received a 
scholarship for $600! Inflation has done quite 
well for those Elk's scholarships from what | 
remember. A final thought by Mac 

Christensen: "By the choices we make, by the 
attitudes we exhibit, we are influencing lives every 
day in positive or negative ways... our family, our 
peers, our friends, and even strangers we've 
never met before and will never meet again.” 


May 14, 2008 


[Mon] I've had a great day puttering around the 
house and putting away things from our hectic 
weekend. It feels so good to have SaraKay's big 
event over; everything went well. We so 
appreciated the family that were here with 

us. Steph came with Sam and Josh and Tim 
brought Laurel and Chantelle with him from Boise. 
Bonnie was going to come but Rachel got 
pneumonia and needed to stay close to home. 
Bonnie has had a setback on her back and she is 
unable to sit or travel far. | know she would 
appreciate our faith and prayers. 


| spent last week making cookies for the recital 
and seeing to all the details. We ran an article 
with a picture in the Morning News inviting the 
public and sent out invitations to ward members 
and others who have been especially close to 
SaraKay. We worried all week that no one would 
come since it was a holiday weekend. | kept 
reassuring SaraKay and she kept reassuring me 
that it didn't really matter if no one came, but | 
knew it would be a disappointment. 
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We had a quick dinner Saturday about five and 
then made a hasty exit, hauling flowers, a fica 
tree, cookies, root beer, ice cream, programs, 
tablecloths, etc. Thank goodness for many 
hands. Even with all our planning, the set-up had 
its glitches. | forgot the key to the band 

room where the tables were stored and the stage 
curtain had been derailed during the previous 
activity and wouldn't close properly. Tim, with the 
aid of the stage lift, was able to rehang the 
auditorium curtain. The sound/lights man arrived 
late. Fortunately, | had worked with him on 
Thursday and he had shown me the basics so | 
was able to take care of that myself with a little 
experimenting. We forgot the video camera and 
Steph hurried home to retrieve it. By the time the 
program started, | felt like we had run the Boston 
Marathon! Since | was sitting on the front row | 
didn't realize until it was over what a good crowd 
we had. | think there were nearly 60 people 
including family, high school friends and their 
parents, ward members, and former teachers. 


The program was wonderful. SaraKay performed 
her numbers with very few problems. She played 
pieces by Bach, Mozart, Shostakovich, Chopin, 
Rachmaninoff, Grieg, Liszt, and also did 
“Rhapsody in Blue” with Zac Hansen. It's an 
awesome duet! 


| felt that the night was a fitting climax to her 
senior year. Linnea teaches six seniors and all 
originally planned to do recitals. They have all 
been involved in the school plays and in Chamber 
Singers. Ultimately all of them backed out 
because of the many demands on their 

time. When she registered for her last trimester, 
SaraKay asked about leaving one period free so 
that she could use it to practice on the grand 
piano in the school auditorium that she would be 
performing on. The counselor told her that 

she had enough credits but needed a second tri of 
Spanish. She could graduate without the Spanish 
but she would forfeit her Salutatorian position. | 
didn't want her to do it but she said the recital was 
more important. That decision was a wise 

one. That quiet, consistent, and consecrated 
practice time each day, despite the other 
demands that vied for her time, proved to be a 
god-send. 


Probably the biggest thing that kept SaraKay 
motivated was her love for Linnea. She has been 
such a strong influence for good in SaraKay's life; 
she didn't want to disappoint her. She had a 
father’s blessing on Thursday and although she 
was nearly in panic mode by Saturday, she moved 


ahead and was able to recall her music and do 
well. We were so proud of her and her 
determination to see it through. We knew that our 
prayers in her behalf had been answered. 


Another tender mercy of the night involved 
Stephani. As a part of the program, SaraKay 
planned to present her two piano teachers with 
flowers. Earlier in the week | called around to 
order some roses for them. | remembered 
vaguely that Linnea's favorite roses were yellow so 
| called her husband just to confirm it. When | 
called the florist, she said that she didn't have any 
yellow roses. | started checking around and no 
one (not even Walmart) had yellow roses. | 
stewed about it for several days. | knew it wasn't 
the end of the world to give red roses but | wanted 
to do all | could to honor Linnea. Well to make 
this story short, | got red roses and was setting 
things up when Steph walked into the high school 
Commons area carrying yellow roses that 

her family had brought for SaraKay! For a minute 
| was stunned. It was like they had dropped out of 
heaven! | explained to her about my experiences 
of the past few days and she suggested that we 
make a swap. Just like that my heart's desire was 
granted. | knew it wasn't a coincidence! It was 
the final sweet touch to the whole event for me. 


That morning SaraKay and | had to be to the high 
school to set up for the Disney Tea Party that the 
festival choir was hosting. SaraKay was in charge 
of getting all the supplies for the little girls to 
make a tiara as a part of the morning’s 

activities. Over a month ago we decided on what 
we would do, bought the materials and a pattern 
and | have been chipping away at cutting out 100 
fun foam crowns. We also bought all kinds of 
supplies including jewels, glitter, puff paints, pipe 
cleaners, and anything else a little girl would want 
on her tiara and had all the stuff set up by 10:00 
Saturday morning. | left after | oriented the other 
kids who were manning the tiara station and 
returned two hours later to help with clean- 

up. Just think of turning 100 kids loose with 
glitter, glue, jewels, string, and anything else 

they chose to use and you can imagine the mess 
we had! Thankfully a lot of the choir members 
helped out and we cleared away the rubble in 
about a half an hour. The project proved to be a 
huge success. When | drove into the parking lot of 
the high school after the tea was over, there were 
little girls everywhere, all of them proudly wearing 
their unique creations. They were pleased as 
punch! That made it all worthwhile. Tonight, they 
are invited to attend the Disney show, wear their 
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tiaras and princess dresses and participate in a 
song during the pre-show performances. They 
were given free passes as a participant in the 
"tea." This is the last official choir activity of the 
year! We survived! 


[Dad] It was such a rewarding and fulfilling 
weekend to have the support of the family that 
could be here and to have everything turn out so 
well. Sue has given you a good account of all the 
events. | mowed the lawn and trimmed and made 
everything beautiful. My work rolls on with 
preparations for Cedar Badge, University of 
Scouting, membership efforts, and Friends of 
Scouting. In addition, | have been cleaning and 
organizing the Blackfoot office a little, preparing to 
paint and get our new carpetin. That will make a 
tremendous difference in the ambiance of my 
workplace. 


Let me just share a thought that | shared with my 
team: "Just when all seems to be going right, 
challenges often come in multiple doses applied 
simultaneously. When those trials are not 
consequences of disobedience, they are evidence 
that the Lord feels you are prepared to grow more 
(see Proverbs 3:11-12). He therefore gives you 
experiences that stimulate growth, 
understanding, and compassion which polish you 
for your everlasting benefit. To get you from where 
you are to where He wants you to be requires a lot 
of stretching, and that generally entails 
discomfort and pain." - Richard G. Scott 


May 19, 2008 


[Mom] I've been on the phone this morning getting 
my week organized and trying to tie up loose ends 
on some of SaraKay's upcoming duties. She had 
thank you notes, youth conference notices, 
workshop reminders, senior all-night party 
assignments, and final business for this last week 
of school. She had a good weekend with 
addressing some of these things that she has had 
on the "back burner" for a while. Last Thursday 
she auditioned for the Mark Neiwerth piano 
competition at ISU. She later found out that she 
hadn't made it into the finals which were held 
Saturday evening. She had mixed emotions about 
it since she was grateful to be able to relax and 
not spend Friday and Saturday fretting over 
another performance. She found out that Zac 
qualified so we went on Saturday to the final night 
to support him since his whole family was there 
for us at SaraKay's senior recital. | think he was 
pleasantly surprised to see us. We thoroughly 
enjoyed the evening although it was nearly two 


hours long. What an amazing group of 

pianists! We couldn't believe the level of 

playing. There were students from all over Idaho; 
even Del Parkinson in Boise had some students 
competing. It was incredible. 


SaraKay said that it discouraged her just seeing 
the level of proficiency, but as we talked about it 
later, | shared with her an article | once read 

that talked about the common malady that afflicts 
musicians. It's when a musician starts 
comparing his skills to others and always comes 
up short. This brings discouragement and really 
doesn't serve any useful purpose. The article said 
that there are always going to be people who are 
better and some who are not as good, but that 
shouldn't keep a person from enjoying their own 
abilities and reaching out to share their talent. 


Yesterday we left about 1:00 and spent the 
afternoon with Mike and Marci. Mike was 
sustained as bishop of the Burley 5th Ward and 
we attended his ordination. It was very sweet to 
be a part of it. Steve, Rachel, Nate, and Chrissy 
came from Wellsville, Tim and Brittney from Boise, 
and Dad, SaraKay and | attended. Both Mike and 
Marci were asked to say a few words in the 
meeting and it was nice to be there to help with 
Amber and Ellie. A lot of the ward members 
offered to help Marci on Sundays with the girls. 
After the meeting we visited with some of our old 
Ricks College friends. They mentioned that the 
ward thought Mike would be the new bishop. That 
surprised me since | figured he was too young to 
be considered. But it's nice to know that some 
people had him in mind. | know their life will 
drastically change with this new assignment but 
they are excited for the challenge. 


Over the weekend we cleaned out the area 
around the base of the house and laid down fabric 
and bark. It was a huge job and we were tired by 
the time we got it finished up but it sure looks 
nice. We have yet to address the garden but 
Daddy did get the tilling done and now it's my call 
as to what to do. We'll probably put in some corn, 
tomatoes, and red spuds. 


[Dad] On Tuesday | went to see Dr. Hatch 
regarding replacing a gold crown that had some 
decay creeping in under it. After he was through, 
he said the crown was only 4 years old and the 
insurance company wouldn't pay fora 
replacement, so he wished me "Merry Christmas" 
and said he wouldn't charge me for the morning's 
effort. 
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That night | had a meeting with the key players for 
the University of Scouting/PowWow in October 
and finally feel like things are rolling on it. 
Wednesday night was the final of the Disney show 
of the concert choir and it was a fun show full of 
energy. SaraKay did a great job with her 
accompanying and her performance from 
Anastasia. We are really going to miss watching 
her in all these stage productions at the high 
school. Perhaps something will happen at BYUI 
that will draw us up there next year. Wednesday 
at noon was a luncheon sponsored by the 
Chamber of Commerce honoring the exceptional 
graduating seniors from the local high schools. It 
was nice to attend that with SaraKay. 


Friday night was our ward Father and Son outing 
and we held it at the ball fields at the stake center 
this year. The attendance wasn’t all that great but 
we had a fun time-—especially the he-man 
breakfast of pancakes, eggs and sausage the next 
morning. | had to miss the program that night 
because of having to speak at the Moreland 4th 
Ward Father & Son outing at Wadsworth Island. | 
used the Rolling Hills Charter School poem as an 
outline and had additional poems, sayings, or 
stories to go with each thought expressed in 
several lines of it. One of my favorite stories was 
the conclusion where | told about Alfred Lord 
Tennyson's book "Idylls of the King," and more 
particularly about the story of Gareth, the last tall 
son of Lott & Bellicent, a prince much loved by his 
mother who wanted to protect him from the fates 
of his father—who was ill and had no desire to live, 
and his brothers—who were at the Round table but 
had not the character or integrity of Gareth. She 
wanted him to stay at home and enjoy the estates 
and privileges of the wealthy. But he had nobler 
aims. She wanted him to "follow the deer." He 
replied: “Mother, how can you keep me tethered 
to you. Shame. Man am | grown, a man's work 
must | do. Follow the deer? Follow the Christ, the 
King! Live pure, speak true, right wrong, follow the 
King. Else wherefore born." _| reminded them that 
as priesthood bearers that was our responsibility 
to "live pure, speak true, right wrong, follow the 
King." 


It was tiring, but worth it to take the time off on 
Friday and Saturday to haul in a load of dirt to fill 
in around the house, put down the fabric, and 
cover it with bark and finally have that project 
finished and our home looking much better. We 
are feeling we need to replace our roof as the 
shingles are beginning to curl. That will probably 
be our next major project. 


The thought | sent to my team today is: "Here is 
the great truth that, only when we see things in 
the light of God, do we see things as they are. It is 
only when we see things in the light of God that 
we see what things are really important, and what 
things are not. These things seem vastly 
important, things like ambition, and prestige, and 
money and gain, lose all their value and 
importance when they are seen in the light of 
God. Pleasures and habits and social customs 
which seem permissible enough, are seen for the 
dangerous things they are when they are seen in 
the light of God. Things which seem evil, toil, 
hardship, discipline, unpopularity, even 
persecution, are seen in their glory when they are 
seen in the light of God." - William Barclay 


Seeing things as they really are is a rare 

gift. Recognize the glory of your toil, discipline and 
hardships--what a blessing they are and what a 
blessing to realize what they are making of 

you. Love, DAD 


May 30, 2008 


[Mom] We're enjoying a quiet Memorial 

Day. Luckily, Daddy got up early and made some 
repairs on our lawn mower and got the lawn 
mowed before we got a huge rain storm. This 
afternoon we visited some sites that we are 
considering using for the ward campout that my 
activity committee is in charge of. We were also 
checking some homes for possible color schemes 
to be used when we put siding on our house. The 
contractor suggested that we find the color 
combination on an existing home and then copy it 
rather than try to guess what would look good with 
our brick. | didn't think we would find any brick 
that looked like ours because it is so out-dated, 
but we did and | think we have found the colors 
we like. 


We had a busy week. SaraKay's last day of school 
was Friday so it has been nice to have that 
completed. On Tuesday we attended the annual 
awards banquet and she was surprised to be 
announced as the winner of the Blackfoot 
Realtors Association $1000 scholarship. Most of 
her money from these scholarships is held in trust 
with BYU-I and will come available as she registers 
and gets into her course work. 


On Wednesday we attended Seminary 

graduation. It is much different now than it used 
to be; each stake has its own meeting and there is 
no testimony meeting or gathering following the 
services. 
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On Thursday Daddy and | made the trip to Jackson 
Hole for their annual scout recognition 

banquet. Daddy supervises Dan Deakin who is 
the district executive. We drove the route past 
Palisades so we could see how full the reservoir 
was. It was such a delightful trip and everything 
was So green and beautiful! The banquet was 
held in a ski lodge and catered. The district there 
has so much money from the annual antler 
auction that they have some wonderful perks not 
available to some of the other districts in our 
council. The program went a little long, though, 
and it was midnight before we returned home. 


On Saturday we made a quick trip to Wellsville to 
deliver a freezer to Steve and Bonnie. We haven't 
needed the extra freezer and felt like it would be 
better used by their growing family than by our 
shrinking one. We made the trip without incident 
and delivered it, had a delicious meal with 

the family, and returned by about four. SaraKay 
has had a round of parties and activities and 
stayed home to take care of the perpetual "loose 
ends" she has had to tie up before exiting the high 
school. It was especially satisfying to see the 
garden that Steve and Bonnie and kids are raising 
along the fence that surrounds their back 

yard. They are ahead of us and had beans, peas, 
zucchini, and other things emerging already. 


Tomorrow Becky and kids will be arriving for a few 
days and share in the graduation festivities of the 
week. | am on the food committee for the all-night 
party and have been phoning parents and lining 
up goodies for the event. It sure sounds like it is 
going to be a lot of fun for the kids. Last night we 
attended a barbeque sponsored by one of the 
graduating seniors and | delivered gifts to the 
students in our ward. We have 12 seniors in our 
ward and we are going to really miss them. This 
Sunday SaraKay will start attending the singles 
branch. She is so excited and looking forward to 
it. Some of her close friends leave on Monday for 
BYU-I to start college on the summer/fall 

track. I'm grateful that she isn't leaving that soon 
but just hope that she will enjoy her work at 
Kesler’s and get involved enough with activities 
that she won't be lonely. 


[Dad] Sunday our lessons went well-Sunday 
School for me and Relief Society as a substitute 
for Sue. We had our home teachers come right 
after meetings and then went to the BBQ at 
Miller's. A lot of our friends were there and we 
were glad we went. They are Catholics but we 
have bent over backwards to be friends and have 
had a sweet relationship with them over the years. 


[Mom] Several of you have asked regarding 
Daddy's schedule. He is planning to leave early 
on Thursday morning and will be gone until June 
28th. It is about a 2 4% hour drive to Treasure 
Mountain Scout Camp and he needs to stay for 
the duration since he only has a few hours on 
Saturday and Sunday morning before he needs to 
be back. He is under a lot of stress but grateful 
that the last two weeks the staff has done a lot of 
recruiting and it looks like they are going to have 
enough boys to run both weeks with a full 

staff. That is a huge relief! 


As for Father's Day-Daddy thinks he will be able to 
break away between about 3:30 to 6:00 and will 
call each of you. He can't get good reception on 
his phone in camp so he will need to find an area 
with good reception. That's the best he can 

do. It's been years since he has been around for 
his special day. 


| spent Friday night and Saturday morning ata 
friends’ reunion" in Filer. My high school friend, 
Jane Andrews, invited our high school group of six 
to a slumber party at her house. It was nothing 
short of miraculous that we all could be there and 
it turned out to be really fun. We went to dinner 
on Friday night at Applebee’s, got some ice cream 
at Baskin-Robbins, and then went back to Jane’s 
where we visited until 3 a.m. and finally went to 
bed. 


After a leisurely breakfast on Saturday morning, | 
left for home and stopped over in Burley for a 
delicious lunch with Mike and Marci. It was fun to 
play with Amber and Ellie who is on the verge of 
crawling all over the place. Mike was mowing 
their lawn and they were getting ready for a 
couples/family party that evening with a bunch of 
their friends. Mike is settling into his bishop's role 
but Marci said she has had a few tense moments 
taking care of the kids during sacrament 

meeting. She said a lot of people have offered to 
help but she is trying to be independent. I'm sure 
each Sunday has its own set of challenges for 
them both. 


SaraKay started working at Kesler’s last 

Monday. She quite enjoys it although she did 
have one day that she felt like she couldn't do 
anything right. Luckily things improved and she is 
feeling much more confident with her 
responsibilities. The one regret she has is that 
she isn't given a full 40-hour week and she would 
like to have more hours. Hopefully that will 
change and she can make the money she needs 
for upcoming expenses. She attended the singles 
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activity last week and has been asked to teach in 
Relief Society this Sunday. Although she doesn't 
feel entirely at ease with the branch, hopefully 
with time she will feel like she fits in better. She is 
still having to convince her friends to be a part of 
it. 

Her youth conference responsibilities are 

over. The conference was last Friday and 
Saturday and proved to be a big success. They 
had a dance, Saturday morning service projects, 
and workshops that afternoon as well as an EFY 
speaker at a fireside that night. She said that all 
of it was really good! The last week of June is girls 
camp and then her responsibilities will be officially 
over and she can make the change to the single’s 
ward. It's still a bit daunting but they have some 
great activities planned that are going to be lots of 
fun for the kids and draw them in. We appreciate 
the couples who serve in the branch and give so 
much of their time and resources to providing a 
wonderful program. 


We've loved hearing from so many of you. We 
especially loved seeing a picture of Kinzie. She's 
a cutie! We were also pleased to hear that Tessa 
is responding to the "pokes" and starting to 
grow! Love, Mom 


[Dad] Things are coming to a head with Cedar 
Badge. I’m leaving Thursday morning and have 
been busy solving problems, answering questions, 
and buying stuff. It is amazing how much 
communication takes place through email. It is 
such a wonderful tool. Sue mentioned that our 
signups are up--we are about at 420 participants 
right now with apps dribbling in each day. We may 
hit 450 or better by the time everything is said 
and done. One of the big concerns now is the 
condition of the camp. There is so much snow still 
at that elevation and we are looking at wet 
conditions and run off—especially this next week. | 
have a friend that hiked up Table Rock with snow 
shoes last week and skied down. He said it hasn't 
started melting up there, and there is going to be 
a lot of water that is going to have to go through or 
past Treasure Mountain Camp. There area 
myriad of details that need to be taken care of 
and | am glad to have my membership work done 
so that | can give the time to Cedar Badge. 


We had a good Sunday with choir, our home 
teachers, and going home teaching to our 

last family--a prospective elder who hasn't been 
out to church for years and his black live-in 
partner. We had a good visit and were well 
received. Sunday School went well; it seems 


impossible that | have been teaching Gospel 
Doctrine for 6 months already. | love having all 
Sunday morning to study and prepare. 


June 15, 2008 


[Mom] Happy Father's Day to all of you 

fathers! Hopefully you have had a sweet day. We 
had a wonderful sacrament meeting with several 
very touching talks given by youth and adults 
alike. About a year ago Daniel Bono and his 
young family moved into our ward, renting from 
Clete Marlow. Daniel served a mission in New 
York and met a girl from the Dominican Republic 
who was in one of the wards in his 

mission. Following his mission, he returned to 
court this girl and they married. We felt so happy 
when they chose to return to the Moreland area 
and it has been sweet to get reacquainted with 
them. The girl he married is black and she had a 
young child at the time that she and Daniel were 
married. This little girl is now about 14 and she 
was one of the speakers today. She expressed so 
much appreciation for Daniel as her father and 
how he has adopted her and made her feel loved 
and very special. He is such an influence for good 
to her and her two little sisters and brings them 
each week to church even though his wife has 
some problems (I think with depression) and has 
a difficult time being active. | thought it was a 
beautiful testimony of the influence of a good 
father, despite the situation being non-traditional. 


The second youth who spoke was the youngest 
son of Jackie Alvarez and her husband, 

Wilfred. They divorced years ago but they both 
have had a strong commitment to raising their 
boys in the Church and they have put aside their 
own differences and done a wonderful job with 
the kids. Today Wilfred came to our ward with his 
other wife and her daughter and sat right by 
Jackie and her mother who was visiting and they 
were all there to cheer Jace on with his first talk in 
sacrament meeting. He did a great job and asa 
part of his talk he related a discussion he and his 
brother and mom had one night after scripture 
study about righteous priesthood fathers and how 
grateful he was to have a righteous father. | 
thought it was so beautiful and certainly a tribute 
not only to Wilfred but to Jackie's bigness of heart 
to continue to praise her ex even though he has 
done some very hurtful things over the 

years. Jackie speaks fluent Spanish and teaches 
a stake English class and one of her students is 
Wilfred's wife who is a recent immigrant from 
Chile and who speaks very little English. | think 
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Jackie has earned her place in heaven with her 
magnanimous spirit! 


The third speaker was Mary Hammond (Steve 
Hammond's wife) who told many stories of her 
own father and how he lends a hand around the 
house and always finds time for each of his 
children, one-on-one. She told of being in the 
hospital for surgery for a week and how he never 
left her side despite other demands on his 

time. (His wife had recently passed away). He 
saw Mary through many difficult health problems 
and is still supportive of her in her marriage and 
role as young mother. Most people at our meeting 
didn't know the whole story on Mary but | knew 
her years ago and | know that she had a brain 
tumor and that it was pretty uncertain just how 
the surgery would affect her. For a while her face 
was paralyzed on one side but she is doing great 
now and has a beautiful little girl who is the apple 
of her eye. What a sweet testimony of the need 
for righteous fathers in our lives! 


The musical number was all the Aaronic 
Priesthood boys and leaders singing "Armies of 
Helaman." They did a great job! It was especially 
sweet for me to see two of the boys we have 
brought into activity and are now regular 
attenders and to see them join in with the 

others. The older of the two boys seemed to be 
struggling a little and | felt like it would have been 
nice if their step dad could have been in the 
congregation with them today but he isn'ta 
member and | suspect they didn't tell him that 
they were singing. 


SaraKay and | are lonely. Father's Day without a 
father is the pits! We've had a busy day, 

though. She taught in Relief Society in the 
single’s branch and | felt like the mailman all day 
handing out thank you notes for SaraKay, 
invitations to a meeting for the activity committee 
on Tuesday, and quilt blocks (on the sly) to all the 
sisters for the quilt we are doing for Bishop 
Goodwin. After meetings | took our home 
teacher families a treat that the Primary children 
had prepared and given the fathers during the 
meeting block. All of our families are less active 
or non-members so it was fun to get the gift to 
them and wish them a Happy Father's Day. 


Daddy has called several times and always in 
good spirits. The camp that last week was wet, 
cold, snowy, and muddy has had a transformation 
(thanks to a couple of warm days and a lot of 
prayers) and Cedar Badge will move ahead this 
week as planned. When he called a while ago, he 


had just finished talking to all ten of you kids and 
had called to visit with SaraKay. He so 
appreciates each of you and is rightfully proud of 
all you are doing. He said that they were having a 
big chicken dinner tonight and then a fireside with 
all the staff (200+) to prepare for the kids coming 
in tomorrow morning. His little cabin is keeping 
him warm and dry and it gives him a little more 
comfort and privacy than a normal tent situation 
would. I'm so grateful for that. He never 
complains about all he's required to do in his job 
but | know that sometimes he is stretched to the 
limit. He is such an example of goodness and we 
here at 80 N 740 W in Blackfoot, ID miss him 
terribly and will be glad when he is home again! 


June 22, 2008 


[Mom] Well, only six more days and Daddy will be 
home. Fortunately, | have had some projects that 
have kept me involved and we've gotten along 
pretty well. | always think | am doing well until 
something breaks. Such as when | went out to 
mow the lawn and felt proud that | had gotten it 
started and was on my way when | realized that 
the tube for the grass catcher wasn't working. | 
tried to figure out what was wrong. As you have 
already guessed, | couldn't figure it out and had to 
mow without the grass being picked up. That 
wasn't the end of the world, but the real problem 
came when the horses in our pasture were 
standing by the fence waiting for me to empty the 
grass catcher and | couldn't because there was 
nothing to empty. They stood there by the fence 
every time | would drive by, willing me to stop and 


feed them but | just kept right on "truckin’. 


The other problem | had was trying to track down 
the water to irrigate Friday morning. My neighbor 
who usually sends it to me after he is through, is 
on vacation so | had to go down to the canal and 
turn the head gate. That is always a little 
intimidating but | got it done but then | didn't think 
it was coming so | went looking for it. Yes, it did 
finally arrive and we got through that small crisis. 


The only other excitement | had was when | was 
transplanting my corn. | had planted three rows 
but | had such a thick stand when it came up that 
| dug up the little plants that were too thick and 
made four more rows. As you can imagine this 
was a wet, dirty job since | had to put a lot of 
water in the hole as | replanted it; | was a muddy 
mess. Well, about his time, a horde of little gnats 
came into the garden and | think they were 
attracted to my hair spray or shiny glasses 
because they were all over me, especially my 
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head. My hands were so muddy that | couldn't 
swat them away without making a mess of myself 
so | just lived with it for about an hour and then 
SaraKay came out and saw what was going on 
and retrieved some bug spray for me and sprayed 
me down. Well, that should have been the end of 
the story but the next morning my ear that had 
gotten bitten was swollen and itched like crazy. | 
was glad | didn't have anywhere to go because | 
looked a little lop-sided. Then the next day the ear 
started to recede in size but that swelling moved 
down to the base of my ear. Then the next day 
down into my neck. It was so crazy! It has hurt so 
bad that | had to take a pain killer before | could 
sleep because that side of my head was so 
tender. | was thinking that a couple months ago | 
said | wasn't going to have a garden and Dad 
talked me into it and what if he came home from 
Cedar Badge and | had kicked the bucket...killed 
by the poison of 10,000 gnats! What a way to go! 


I'm definitely feeling better today and | had a good 
day at church. This was the first Sunday that 
SaraKay hasn't led the singing. She was released 
last week and so with her gone and Daddy gone | 
sat with some other single ladies toward the back 
of the chapel. It seemed so strange. | substituted 
in Primary and enjoyed that and we had choir and 
then | spent some time helping Kaylynn Voyles 
plan her daughter’s wedding. When | got home at 
5:30 SaraKay was wondering where in the world | 
was for so long. | guess | was feeling foot loose 
and fancy free and forgot that | still have to 
answer to SaraKay for a few more months until 
she leaves for college. She is loving her Kesler's 
job and loves seeing people. She has adjusted to 
the singles branch and is enjoying that too. 


Well, we did have one major crisis on Friday. The 
company that was doing the T-shirts for girls camp 
this week put the logo on wrong. Instead of being 
across the front like we stipulated, it was over the 
left breast, and about the size of a postage 
stamp! When | went to pick them up and the lady 
opened the first box of 100 and pulled out the 
shirt, | thought | was going to have cardiac 

arrest! How in the world we didn't communicate 
that one huge item in all of our many 
conversations and visits, | will never 

know. Anyway, it was a huge disappointment 
because we had gone to so much work to get the 
logo just right and then to have them print them 
all wrong and to have it so close to the deadline 
that we couldn't order in more shirts and have 
them redone. Anyway, | guess we'll move ahead 
and live with it. 


That about Sums up our week. The weather has 
been wonderful and I've actually had some time to 
work on my family history project since at meal 
times we just scavenge instead of cooking like we 
do when Dad's here. | told SaraKay, when she 
looked into the fridge yesterday, that maybe we 
would have a frosted graham and celery for 
supper and that she ought to feel lucky. With her 
and Daddy both gone this week, the fare at meals 
is going to further deteriorate. 


July 3, 2008 


[Mom] Well, we survived Cedar Badge another 
year! Daddy arrived home Saturday evening 
about 7:00, looking like it was time to be home 
and relax for a while. Of course, he won't get 
much relaxation but just having him back and 
knowing that he's here brings a lot of comfort. 


We had a fun weekend. Steve and David had their 
20-year class reunion on Saturday. Dave and 
Andrea arrived at 1:30 Friday with the 

family except Laurel who stayed to attend Boise 
Youth Spectacular! It's like an EFY and sounded 
so fun! | thought about Josh who attended the 
Logan EFY last week and Rachel who will be 
attending a similar event in a couple of 

weeks. I'm so grateful for these wonderful 
opportunities for the youth to have their 
testimonies strengthened. 


The class reunion included a picnic on Saturday at 
Airport Park with the whole family and then a 
dinner at a cabin by the river for just the couples 
that evening. Dave and Andrea spent Friday night 
with us and then went in for the picnic about 
noon. Steve and Bonnie drove straight from 
Logan that morning and met at the park, spent 
some time with Shannon and Doug that 
afternoon, and came here about 5:00 for supper 
and left the kids here to play with their Boise 
cousins. They all played capture the flag and 
other night games and were still going strong 
when their parents arrived home about 10:00. 


Steve and Bonnie drove back to Logan that night 
and Dave and Andrea went to sacrament meeting 
with us on Sunday and left about 2:30 for 

Boise. One of the comments Andrea made about 
the reunion was that it was a delight to meet 
Steve and Dave's classmates and to see what 
good kids they had as friends in high school. It’s 
wonderful to live in such a great community! Our 
only regret was that Daddy couldn't get home 
sooner. When he arrived, he had a van full of 
“loose ends" from Cedar Badge as well as all his 
gear that needed to be sorted, washed, and put 
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away. We had a late night and he spent most of 
Sunday morning getting his Gospel Doctrine 
lesson ready so he didn't get in the visiting he 
would have liked to. 


On Thursday | was in Wal-Mart and saw Rhonda 
Butt who asked if | knew that the girls were 
coming home from camp later that evening. | was 
surprised since they were scheduled to come 
home Friday about noon. Rhonda said that a bear 
had ripped open a tent and punctured an air 
mattress of one of the YW leaders Wednesday 
night. At first the leader thought it was some of 
the girls messing around but when she realized it 
was a bear everyone started screaming and 
scared it off. The next day there were three bears 
that were wandering around camp in broad 
daylight and the forest service recommended that 
the campers not spend another night. 


Later, when Daddy called and | mentioned it to 
him, and he said that at Cedar Badge they take 
the utmost care to see that no food is left out in 
the camp sites or in tents since a bear that has 
found food in an area will return again and 

again. | don't know what the other stakes that use 
Pasa Lacoma are going to do with the bear 
problem, but SaraKay thought that the forest 
rangers were going to try to trap the bears and 
move them out. It was pretty exciting! SaraKay 


was scheduled to go to Island Park on Friday 
afternoon and Saturday with the single adults but 
she didn't want to miss seeing both Steve and 
David and their families so she decided not to 

go. She is always the life of the party when the 
nieces and nephews arrive and this was no 
exception. 


[Dad] Sue said it all when she said we survived 
another Cedar Badge. What a demanding and yet 
satisfying program! We had a great couple of 
weeks with good participation, outstanding staff, 
and a minimum of problems and issues to 
resolve. The day before | arrived in camp, 
Treasure Mountain had six inches of new 

snow. The week before, a friend of 

mine climbed Table Rock on snowshoes and skied 
down. The first two nights were so cold | slept 
with a stocking cap on my head. But after that, 
we enjoyed nearly perfect weather. One night 
there were thunderstorms threatening and it was 
fun to watch the light show, though we didn't get 
any rain. Mosquitoes seemed to come from 
nowhere and were a bother at eventide. 


Aaron Kirkham and his board did a wonderful job 
with campfires and special programs. They had 


chosen "Crusade for Character" as the theme and 
used a medieval theme throughout. The four 
primary leaders had helmets, swords, and 
matching dress which contributed to the spirit of 
the gatherings. One of the highlights for me was 
the Sunday night campfire when Tim's mission 
president, Elder Hammond, spoke. He did a 
marvelous job of incorporating the theme into his 
talk and encouragement of the staff to slay their 
dragons of sin, weakness, or fears. It would be 
difficult for me to stay up there for the whole two 
and a half weeks if | didn't have such a good place 
to stay with my own shower. 


Allin all, it was a great and successful two weeks 
of training for over 400 youth and we are still 
looking forward to another week in August--our 
first week away from Treasure Mountain--as a part 
of the council’s family training camp. Like 
Philmont, the whole family can come and while 
the parents attend Wood Badge or Powder Horn, 
the teens attend Cedar Badge, and camp staff 
and others take care of the younger children down 
to one and a half. 


It has been a challenge to dismantle Cedar Badge 
from Treasure Mountain and make sure we have 
all the gear and equipment we need to provide the 
total experience at Island Park. We want to build 
a separate tradition and experience while 
maintaining the quality of training and see things 
grow. Our ultimate goal for Cedar Badge is to 
grow to 1,000 participants in 2014. We are 
changing the organizational structure so that each 
week stands alone with its own youth Chairman 
and board and adult advisors with an overall 
coordinating council to manage the logistics and 
support. It will make a tremendous difference in 
the demands on individuals and our ability to 
manage the growth. 


I’m taking some time off to get some tilling, 
spraying, and yard work done. Most of you are 
learning what it takes to maintain a home and 
yard. That escalates with an ageing estate. 


July 8, 2008 


[Mom] Sorry we missed chat last night. We were 
having some continuing problems with our 
internet connection and Daddy was trying to get 
us on early to make sure we had our connection 
when Staff dropped in for a visit. We always love 
having him come and we had a wonderful visit 
with him. He had been spending the weekend in 
Rigby with Chris and Kory and their family. Last 
week their 12-year-old daughter got baptized after 
taking the missionary lessons and she requested 
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that her Grandpa Staff give one of the talks at the 
baptism. This week he came up for the Fourth 
and tomorrow he is driving to Montana for a 
week's worth of work before returning to 

Ogden. He was in good spirits and told us that he 
has made contact with an old friend (of the 
female type) whom he had known in college. He 
seemed rather excited about renewing the 
friendship and we hope that it turns out well for 
him. It's no fun being a "lone man." 


We had a busy week caring for Amber and Ellie 
while Mike and Marci "trekked" with their stake 
leadership. Their president is a CES administrator 
and there were also two other seminary teachers 
along who had a tremendous amount of 
information about the Martin and Willie Handcart 
Companies. They really had a sweet experience 
visiting Martin's Cove and pulling handcarts over 
Rocky Ridge. When they got home on Friday they 
related several stories to us of the hardships, 
courage, and miracles associated with that epic 
journey. It was a wonderful opportunity for them. 


Amber and Ellie are delightful little girls. | think 
having each other around helped them not get too 
homesick. They loved the swing and trampoline 
and the horses. My biggest challenge was 
carrying Ellie up and down the stairs. She is a 
roly-poly baby and | should have brought the crib 
upstairs to the main level and | would have gotten 
along better. Both she and Amber are so 
contented and happy that we spent a lot of time 
just playing with them. | know that Amber was 
missing her parents but until we were almost to 
Burley on Friday, | didn't dare say anything about 
them since she doesn't have much concept of 
time at this age and stage. We arrived in Burley 
before they got home on Friday and when they did 
walk in the door, she made a mad dash for Marci. 


Since SaraKay had to work all weekend, we didn't 
do much celebrating but we did enjoy a steak fry 
Saturday night and watched a movie. Daddy 
rototilled the garden, mowed the lawn, and 
puttered around the yard for several hours. It is 
so nice to have him home. Tomorrow we are going 
to BYU-| for SaraKay's birthday and she will 
purchase her college computer and meet with an 
advisor about what direction she wants to go for 
her major. She contracted a cold over the 
weekend and is pretty miserable but is still at 
work today. She will turn 18 on Wednesday and 
that was our original date to make the college trip 
but she forgot to mark it off and has to work all 
day. She thoroughly enjoys her work at 

Kesler’s and has enlarged her circle of friends. 


We had a scary thing happen on Friday 

morning. One of the horses in our pasture was 
creating quite a ruckus and | looked out the 
window to see what was going on. The horse was 
standing in the pasture, fully saddled, with the 
bridle hanging down and no rider in sight. | 
grabbed a couple of carrots and went out to see if 
| could secure him to a fence post since | noticed 
that our pasture gate was open. When | got 
outside, | could see that the horse was sweating 
like he had been ridden. Since he was standing 
right by the fence, | was able to tie him to a 

post. On my way out of the house | told Daddy 
that something was wrong and he was close 
behind me. In just a few minutes, Bruce Ellis 
came hobbling towards us, his hair ruffled and his 
clothes dusty. He had been leading Debbie on the 
other horse and had swung up into the saddle on 
this one and it had startled it and it started to 
buck. He eventually ended up on the ground and 
the horse took off and returned to our 

pasture. Soon Debbie joined us, concerned about 
Bruce and possible injuries. By that time, he had 
gotten back into the saddle and was riding the 
horse out into our pasture to try to get the horse 
settled down. After a while Bruce rode over to us 
and admitted that he hurt everywhere and needed 
to go home and to bed. He spent the rest of the 
weekend in bed. He didn't think he had 

any broken bones but lots of bad bruises and 
stiffness. We were grateful he didn't get hurt any 
worse than he did. 


We've had enough of horse accidents this past 
week. One of SaraKay's best friends fell off her 
horse and crushed a vertebra and will be unable 
to do much for 5-6 weeks. Her horse spooked 
when another horse came running up and Aimee's 
took off running and she couldn't do anything to 
slow it down. 


[Dad] We had a wonderful day with SaraKay in 
Rexburg—visiting with a counselor, purchasing a 
computer, and going out to eat at Mongolian stir 
fry in Idaho Falls. It is hard to believe that 
tomorrow is her 18th birthday. We were able to 
get most of our home teaching done tonight 

also. When we got home SaraKay was at the 
keyboard and it has been great to just listen as 
she plays away—everything from Jon Schmidt to 
Bach and Rachmaninoff. We had wonderful visits 
with the Orr’s and Chadwick’s and testified of the 
Saviors desire to protect us if we will follow his 
teachings and the prophet. President Eyring's 
story of Haun's Mill and the protection that could 
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have been theirs if they would have followed the 
prophet was especially touching. 


Work has been interesting as | have been 
following up on a myriad of details relating to 
Cedar Badge and getting the Scout Office cleaned 
and ready to paint, and so on. On my bike ride 
this morning | went 17 1/2 miles and averaged 
14 1/2 mph. Let me just close with this thought: 
"Associate yourself with men of good quality if you 
esteem your own reputation, for 'tis better to be 
alone than in bad company." - George 
Washington 


July 18, 2008 


[Mom] We received word this week that Randy 
has signed a contract with the Montpelier hospital 
and they will be moving back to Smithfield in 
August. We are so thrilled to have them a little 
closer. They put their home in Bentonville on the 
market on Saturday and sold it Sunday. What a 
relief to have that so quickly taken care of. They 
will arrive the week of August 17th and the sealing 
of Kinzie will be on Saturday, August 22nd in the 
Salt Lake temple at 10:00 a.m. Randy will return 
to complete his contract in Arkansas and will be 
back and forth for a couple of months finalizing 
things. Shauntel will get Archie and Camille in 
school in Smithfield. Their plan is to sell the 
Smithfield home and then find a place in 
Montpelier. When Randy interviewed and visited 
the hospital he was pleasantly surprised with the 
facilities and staff and got excited about what he 
would be doing and the people he would be 
working with. We are grateful that things are 
coming together for them and look forward to 
finally seeing Kinzie. Shauntel said she is so 
contented and sweet and has been a delight. 


We've had a full week. | left Sunday morning for 
Heber to help while Becky met with her Korean 
crate and moving vans from Idaho and Utah. 
Although the details of putting things in the right 
cupboard and drawer are still to be tackled, the 
big stuff got put where it needs to go and she was 
able to take care of a lot of business before she 
flew home Tuesday afternoon. She looked so 
worn out by the time she got home and | was 
reminded again of one of the facts of life: "Moves 
are never easy!" 


Becky and | traded vehicles when | arrived on 
Sunday. She took my car to the airport and | 
drove her four-wheel-drive Ranger. It was a good 
thing because all the construction on their patio 
and driveway made it very tricky even getting out 
of the driveway, let alone navigating the steep 


roads up the mountain. There were a lot of times 
that | thought about Grandma Ilene when we lived 
on the ranch in South Dakota. We were so 
isolated and getting around on the dirt roads 
presented a problem. We kids thought it was a 
great adventure but | know it was pretty trying at 
times for mom. 


My right-hand man was Maddie who knew the way 
up the mountain, knew where things were in the 
kitchen, and knew the rules and what her mom 
expected. Sunday night | was trying to decide what 
to warm up for supper from the leftovers in the 
fridge and Maddie suggested that they have 

rice. The kids each scooped out some cooked rice 
from a container (cold), grabbed a packet of sea 
weed, and sat at the table wrapping the rice in the 
sea weed sheets and popping it in their 

mouths. (You can take the child out of Korea but 
you can't take the Korea out of the 

child.) Needless to say, | survived and so did the 
kids. They are a sweet bunch and are excited to 
be moving to Chandler and meeting new friends 
and having new adventures. 


As we mentioned before Uncle Staff dropped in on 
us on fast Sunday and we had an enjoyable time 
visiting with him. We received an email from him 
last week informing us of his plans for this 
weekend. He was flying to Pittsburg to visit Jimmy 
and Angel and then will go from there with his 
friend, Debbie, to visit Palmyra, attend 

the pageant, and just have a few days 

together. He is excited to renew their 
acquaintance. We're excited for him and hope 
that their time together will be memorable and 
fun. We'll keep you posted on that. 


Daddy spent a huge week painting the interior of 
the scout office. Before | arrived home 
Wednesday, he had moved furnishings, masked, 
and had part of the painting done. We both 
worked yesterday and finished painting and 
thoroughly cleaned the bathroom and kitchen 
areas. It was overdue. It took us most of the day 
but sure looked nice when we were through. | told 
him that most men who knew they were going to 
be retiring in 18 months would just turn a blind 
eye to the mess and let the future district 
executive deal with it but that's not how Daddy 
does business. He recently got some carpet 
donated and the next project will be to recarpet 
the area. Tearing up the old and preparing the 
floor is another major project but he's determined 
to get it done before the year is over. | was 
pleased to be able to help him with it. He doesn't 
ask much of me and it's nice to help. 
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The quilt that we are doing for Bishop Goodwin as 
a part of our ward summer campout is absolutely 
stunning. Brenda Godfrey pieced it together (60 
blocks, each done by a different family in the 
ward) and next week we will begin quilting it. It's 
been a huge undertaking but | was just thrilled to 
see how good it looks! Next Sunday is our annual 
Pioneer Sunday and my committee is in charge of 
the dinner after our meetings. We are ordering in 
fried chicken and ward members will supply 
salads, cakes and cookies. We will have ice 
cream supplied by Melanie Hanni who (again) has 
won the national Dreyer’s Ice Cream Good 
Neighborhood contest. She wrote and submitted 
an essay about our ward family and the many acts 
of kindness done this past year and she again 
won and was presented with a year's worth of ice 
cream. She is sharing it with the ward at our 
pioneer pot luck. The summer is flying by! Daddy 
and | will be leaving the second of August fora 
four-day scout trip to Nashville. 


[Dad] Just a few comments from the paternal side 
of the equation. We hated to see Sue leave last 
Sunday morning, but SaraKay did a great job of 
filling in and keeping things clean, laundry done 
and preparing meals. She said she loves to cook 
and even fried up eggs and bacon for breakfast 
our last morning before Sue returned. 


The office project has been hanging over my head 
for a long time. | knew the painting of the whole 
office was the first step (along with cleaning and 
throwing away years of accumulation of stuff). It 
is really satisfying to see how good things look, 
how clean and free of spider webs, and organized 
and uncluttered. | really appreciate Sue's help. | 
think | have help lined up to help with moving 
things out, ripping out the carpet and replacing it, 
and putting down new base board. Itis justa 
matter of timing. 


July 23, 2008 


[Mom] We had a sweet FHE tonight. Bonnie 
Moon's grandson, Eric, (Son of Kathryn and Gary 
Fuller) has been visiting from Indiana and wanted 
to get in some service hours so Bonnie had him 
call SaraKay and the two of them organized a 
"Name That Tune" to be done at the Willows, a 
rest home in Blackfoot. Bonnie invited Steve and | 
to come along so we could sing and add some 
volume to the songs when the residents sang 
along once the tune has been identified. Bonnie 
often organizes these events around Christmas 
time and we have been supporters over the years 
but this was special since her grandson and 


SaraKay were both featured. It is always touching 
to visit these “homes” and spread a little cheer. 
Bonnie and John Moon are such great friends to 
us, examples of everything fine and good! We are 
so grateful to have their influence in our lives. 


When | called Jenny last week, she said that Paul 
and her dad had been working on the siding and it 
was slow going. That reminded me of Becky's 
situation. Early last spring she contracted with a 
fellow to build a deck around their cabin. Well, 
she is still waiting and the contractor did a few 
things and has been pretty scarce. Bonnie 
mentioned that their contractor for the basement 
was gung ho for a few Saturdays but they haven't 
seen him now for several weeks and their 
basement continues to be only partly 

finished. That reminded me of our 

situation. Even before summer we contacted a 
fellow to roof our house. He has kept touch over 
the weeks, assuring us that we would be next on 
his schedule. Last Saturday he dropped by and 
said that THIS WEEK was the week! He said that 
they would start today! Yeah! Well, today his crew 
arrived, leaned a ladder against the house, 
knocked on the door and stated that since it was 
overcast, they hesitated removing our existing 
shingles and exposing our roof to the rain. They 
promised to return. Well, we shall see. We are 
really losing confidence that we will get a new roof 
before snow flies! Where does a body go to geta 
good contractor? (No offense, Nate!) Hopefully 
tomorrow won't be overcast! 


Plans for our Pioneer Sunday move 

ahead. Wednesday, | have a huge meeting for my 
summer campout committee and Thursday we are 
spending the day working on the quilt for Bishop 
Goodwin. | am almost hyperventilating with all the 
details of the upcoming weeks. | think we have 
some great things planned and have pulled ina 
lot of people that don't normally get involved. My 
only regret is that Daddy will be at Cedar Badge 
and unable to attend and SaraKay will be with a 
young single adult group biking that weekend so 
I'm on my own. I've involved all the organizations 
in the ward so | shouldn't say I'm on my own. | 
have "people" as the TV commercial says including 
the R.S., Primary, YW, YM, Elders, and High 
Priests. | guess we'll get along fine! 


Last Saturday Daddy spent the day in the yard, 
sprucing things up. He mowed, trimmed, spread 
fertilizer, sprayed for bill bugs, laid bark under the 
front trees, sprayed round-up and sprayed the 
fruit trees. | told him that his "little soread" was 
looking pretty spiffy after all his work. | really do 
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appreciate all his efforts. Our garden looks so 
good this year and we have had beets and onions 
to eat as well as teeny, weeny carrots. Our 
sprinkler system does a great job of keeping 
things green and is such a blessing. The summer 
mornings are a delight in Idaho. | have to store 
away the memory of these beautiful, cool summer 
evenings so that when winter hits and it's minus O 
for several weeks on end with icy roads and 
blowing snow, | can pull out my sweet memories 
of Idaho summers and remember why we chose 
to live here. 


| need to close and get to bed. Daddy has had a 
terrible cough that he can't seem to shake and he 
is already in bed. We are praying for Jenny and her 
upcoming delivery. We are also remembering 
Becky and kids who will be traveling to Arizona 
this week for the big move and Tim who injured 
his back last week and is trying to work through 
the pain at a job in Las Vegas. Shauntel and 
Randy are getting ready for their move to 
Smithfield. 


[Dad] Today was our summer staff meeting— a 
major celebration for our accomplishments as a 
council in reaching Winner's Circle with everyone 
reaching the goal in their service areas as well as 
the council as a whole. In addition, six of us 
reached "Above and Beyond" which was 3% 
growth over last year, an accomplishment never 
before reached by so many in our council. We met 
in the board room in Shiloh's restaurant and had a 
nice dinner as well as meeting. All camp directors 
had to come down from camp for the meeting, but 
it is important for us to renew the feeling of "team" 
and start to gear up for the coming events. 


The roofers finally got started yesterday. They 
removed just over half of the shingles and then 
last night it rained. We had puddles of water on 
the plastic panels forming the light ceiling in our 
kitchen. In trying to drain off the water, Sue got 
the worst of it when the plastic gave way and 
water went an unexpected route. 


July 28, 2008 


[Mom] The big news of the week is the arrival of 
Daniel Paul Larsen on July 24th. Congratulations 
to Paul and Jenny! We so appreciated the 
wonderful pictures of their newest family member 
and hope that all goes well with mother and 

baby! Jenny's mom will arrive tomorrow and help 
with the transition. 


Becky and family arrived safely in Chandler on 
Sunday afternoon after closing things up at the 


cabin and bidding their mountain home goodbye. 
The kids started school today, all four of them, 
and Becky will be having her own transition time 
with this new era upon her. We are grateful that 
they arrived safely and that their house was ready 
for occupancy. 


Stephani is also facing a major transition in a few 
weeks. Katie will move out to resume her college 
studies, Sam will be a big senior and get involved 
in his marching band and debate activities and 
Josh will be in high school. Steph will start her 
"new teacher" training next week and soon be in 
the classroom, teaching English and Literature to 
junior high age kids. She has a lot of trepidation 
about it but is moving ahead. 


Shauntel and Randy are making all the necessary 
arrangements for their move to Smithfield. Randy 
has negotiated a favorable agreement so that the 
transition from one job to another will be a 
smooth one. We are excited for the opportunity 
that awaits Randy in Montpelier as the head of 
the radiology department and hope that their 
Smithfield home will soon sell and they can all 
locate to Montpelier and eliminate the long 
commute for Randy. 


Steve has been working to get his internet 
business up and running and hopes to soon see 
some fruits for all his labors. Bonnie has been 
getting some shots to help with her back pain and 
continues to seek answers for her condition. 


Dave and Andrea took a three-day get-away, 
leaving the oldest daughters to take care of things 
at home. Laurel is enrolling at Boise High School 
come September. She's hoping to get involved in 
music and debate. Since she will be out of their 
district, she will share in a carpool until she can 
drive herself to school. 


John and Laurel chronicled their experiences at 
Laurel's family reunion on their blog last week. It 
sounded so amazing and | couldn't help but envy 
them the home at the lake side. Fun! 


Mike and Marci returned from their dental 
convention in Orlando and are back in the swing 
of things. Marci and her sister traded weeks 
babysitting since her sister and husband had 
plans, too, and it worked well for 

both families. We're glad they're home safe and 
sound. 


Tim completed his work assignment in Las Vegas 
and flew home on Friday. His back is still giving 
him some problems so he is trying to get some 
relief from that. | mailed him my "wonder drug 
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back medicine" but he said it made him so groggy 
that he could hardly function. (I guess sharing 
prescriptions isn't the smartest thing to do.) His 
immediate boss may be leaving the company and 
so Tim isn't sure what the result will be for him but 
he hopes he can continue since he has loved his 
job. 


SaraKay has had a little drama going on in her 
life. A young man in the single’s branch has 
shown an interest in her as has a grandson of 
Bonnie Moon's who is visiting from Indiana. All at 
once she has more text-messaging and dates 
than she had all last summer. She is flattered but 
running the opposite direction since the one boy is 
23 and the other is older than her but just a 
senior in high school this year. Her good friend, 
Myles, went to lunch with her today and reminded 
her that anyone 23 is looking for a wife. This week 
the branch is going caving so that should be a fun 
event. Zac Hansen's farewell was Sunday. It will 
certainly be an adjustment for SaraKay to not 
have him in her life. 


And the good news is that the roofers have been 
hard at it and today they started putting on the 
shingles. We are excited to get it done and know 
that we are protected if bad weather sets in. 


Daddy and | will leave Friday night for SLC and fly 
out Saturday for Nashville. We will be in Nashville 
until Wednesday and return home later that 
afternoon. It should be fun. SaraKay will be here 
and at work and will spend the nights with her 
friends. She isn't looking forward to it but is 
willing. Remember that | will have my cell phone 
with me so feel free to call. 


P.S. On Thursday we quilted the queen-size quilt 
for Bishop Goodwin and were through by 5:00 
p.m. It was nothing short of miraculous! I’m so 
grateful to have it completed before | left town. 


[Dad] On Saturday we rented a sand-blaster to 
clean off the hard water stains on our brick. That 
was an interesting process, and | think it really 
helped. But we are going to need to spray the 
brick with something that restores the finish now. 


Sunday we had our pioneer commemorating 
meeting as we met outside in the shelter with 
some additional sun shade erected to 
supplement. It was interesting to teach my 
Sunday School class under those circumstances, 
but it went well and | felt good about the message. 
We met for the full block and then had a potluck 
dinner under the direction of the activities 
committee (Sue) with the ward providing fried 


chicken. It turned out well and was a great ward 
fellowshipping activity. A number of families 
dressed like pioneers, but no one rode their 
horses to our meetings this year. 


August 10, 2008 


[Mom] We've had a busy Sabbath. SaraKay 
attended her meetings in the single’s branch and 
then we attended a sacrament meeting in 
Blackfoot where she performed a piano number. | 
then went to my block of meetings and tried to get 
all my handouts distributed and contacts made so 
that | didn't have all that to do the next few days. | 
did a little skit in Primary advertising our campout 
and it was fun. | wore a coonskin cap and carried 
a beach towel and suitcase and pretended like | 
was looking for the ward campout but somehow 
had gotten the date confused. It was fun to do 
and the kids were spellbound! Hopefully we got 
the message over and they will encourage their 
parents to attend and bring them along. 


Tonight | was visiting with John about the Olympics 
when Staff and Matt dropped in for a short 

visit. Matt graduated last week from massage 
therapy school and will be moving to CA for a job 
there. Staff filled me in on his romance with his 
old flame, Debbie Fish. It seems that things are 
moving ahead and he has been back and forth 
from AZ several times this month to see her. It is 
so wonderful to see Staff so happy and full of 
expectation about the relationship. He wrote an 
email after their trip to Palmyra but we hadn't 
heard from him since so we didn't know what was 
going on. It would be wonderful if it could work for 
them. 


SaraKay is with Zac tonight visiting the 

Acevedo’s. He is leaving Wednesday for 
Guatemala. SaraKay is glad for the chance to say 
goodbye without all the gang around. They had a 
great party last night and SaraKay had a party the 
week before so there's been a lot of time for the 
Chambers bunch to get together before most of 
them head off to school this fall. Luckily there are 
several of SaraKay's friends that are on the 
winter/summer track at BYU-I and so she won't be 
the only one left behind. She is enjoying her job at 
Kesler’s but looking forward to getting back into 
school following Christmas. 


| watched the opening ceremonies of the Olympics 
alone since SaraKay was working and Dad was 
gone. | was absolutely dumb-founded at the 
ceremonies. They were the most amazing | ever 
remember! | kept wanting to share it with John 
and Laurel and get their take on it all. | called 
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John tonight and he was as amazed as | was. He 
said he could hardly believe that they could come 
up with such a fantastic program. Steph 

and family watched and taped it so she is going to 
let me borrow the tape so when Daddy gets home, 
| can show it to him. There is just no way to do it 
justice without really seeing it. | haven't been able 
to watch any of the competitions but | hope to 
tune in for a few evenings this week and 

watch. China is favored to win the most medals 
with US coming in second. One thing they said 
during the opening ceremonies is that the host 
nation's athletes automatically qualify for each 
event. A huge advantage. | guess China and US 
are both favorites for the women's gymnastics 
medals. 


| loved the theme of the opening ceremonies 
being one world and that we all share this planet 
and should take care of it and each other. | know 
that many people think China is putting ona 
pretty face just for the Olympics but even if there 
are serious problems, | can't help but think that 
they are going to emerge from their past and 
hopefully the citizens will have a better life. 


In'78 President Kimball made a statement about 
China. He said "that the Spirit of the Lord was 
brooding over the nation of China". It was about 
that time that things began to open up and today 
they are 3rd in the world next to US and Japan in 
business indicators. 


August 17, 2008 


[Mom] Daddy left yesterday for the last 10 days of 
Cedar Badge. It was hard to see him go. We had 
just arrived home Wednesday night about 9:00 
and it seemed like he hardly had time to catch his 
breath before leaving again. The camp this week 
is called "Family Camp" and is a week in which the 
whole family goes to Island Park Scout Camp and 
each member chooses which program to 

attend. It's an interesting new way of helping 
people get trained without taking them away 

from family for so long and most of the 
professionals are thinking that it is going to 
become an annual event. Of course, Daddy's 
responsibilities over Cedar Badge continue 
although | suspect this week won't be as intense 
as the first two weeks were in June when they 
hosted over 500 boys at Treasure Mountain. 


Our time in Nashville was enjoyable. Daddy spent 
most of the three days in classes and general 
sessions but | had the freedom to come and go 
with the other wives. The Gaylord Opryland Hotel 
is certainly a magnificent place, complete with 


atriums, restaurants, boutique shops, convention- 
size ballrooms, and much, much more. It was so 
massive that it took me nearly the whole three 
days to figure out how to get from our room to the 
convention wing of the complex. We spent most 
of Saturday in the air with our flight leaving Salt 
Lake and stopping in Denver, Kansas City, and 
then Nashville. We then boarded a shuttle that 
delivered us to the hotel complex and arrived 
about nine Saturday evening. Although I've 
become accustomed to flying over the years, it still 
wears me out and we were grateful to have a good 
night's sleep before starting the convention the 
next morning. 


On Sunday morning separate religious services 
were held for the LDS, Catholic, and Jewish 
congregations. It is always a sweet experience 
to attend and this year President Dalquist of the 
General YM Presidency was the keynote 
speaker. Aside from the meeting, we connected 
with several professionals and their families 
whom we have known over the years. That 
afternoon we attended the displays for all the 
different vendors who provide services and 
products to BSA and got to see the new scout 
uniforms that were introduced this year. There 
was a huge general session that was very upbeat 
and awesome with all the techno tricks and the 
introduction of the new scout national executive, 
John Mazzuca. He talked about his "vision" for the 
scouting movement and some of the new things 
that are going to be happening to make scouting 
more appealing to boys everywhere. 


That night we attended a banquet and were 
entertained by Josh Turner, an up-and-coming 
country western star. Although Daddy and | aren't 
usually country western fans, Josh had a truly 
amazing voice and we thoroughly enjoyed it! On 
Monday while Daddy attended meetings, | went 
with some of the other wives to tour the 
Hermitage, the plantation owned by Andrew 
Jackson. It was a walking tour and we took our 
time and thoroughly enjoyed becoming more 
familiar with this controversial figure in American 
politics. (I'm beginning to think that every "figure" 
in American politics is controversial.) By the time 
we finished it was midday and we were thoroughly 
worn out from both the walking and the humid 
heat. | attended a couple of conference sessions 
on Monday, too. 


Tuesday brought more sessions, a spouse’s 
brunch and speaker, and a trip to the 

mall. Tuesday night another dinner and closing 
session and Wednesday was spent flying home. It 
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felt good to arrive home and find all well 

here. SaraKay worked, stayed here for the days, 
and spent the nights with Brittany. The only 
downside of the trip for me was that | knew that 
several of you kids were in situations that you 
could have used another pair of hands and | 
wished | could have helped out. 


I've spent the last two days going over all the 
details of our ward campout next week and 
making sure that | haven't overlooked anything. It 
will be a huge relief to have it successfully 
completed. Many people have worked to make it 
a success and hopefully the ward members will be 
supportive and come enjoy the activities that we 
have planned. 


We received an email from Karen and Jim inviting 
us to attend Jared's farewell on August 17th. He is 
going to a Mexico mission and leaves August 27th 
for the MTC. | think we will leave early Sunday 
morning, attend the farewell, and then drive to 
Logan and help Shauntel and Randy get moved 
into their home in Smithfield. They are packing up 
today and hope to be on their way by next Monday 
or Tuesday. It is a huge undertaking but it is such 
a blessing that their Arkansas home has sold and 
that they have a good job awaiting them. We are 
anxious to see Kinzie and looking forward to her 
sealing date on August 22nd in the SLC temple. 


It was just a year ago last week that my mother 
passed away. I've had her on my mind the last 
few days and can't help but feel grateful for all her 
love and sacrifices on my behalf. She was a good 
listener and had wonderful, down-to-earth advice 
for me when | needed it. | can't say that it has 
been hard to have her gone since the last years of 
her life were difficult and she wanted to go. | 
know that she and Daddy are busy saving souls 
since that was the focus of their lives here and 

it seems only natural for them to continue that 
work beyond the veil. Once in a while something 
will happen and I'll have a twinge of nostalgia but 
for the most part, I'm just grateful that they are 
together and happy. It's always been reassuring 
to know that | could follow in my parents' 
footsteps and not go wrong. 


Our prayers continue with the Andersons and their 
move and with Paul and Jenny in their adjustment 
to a new baby. We are so grateful that Becky and 
kids are safely settling in and life is good for 
them. Steph is starting her new job this week and 
I'm sure she is going to have a season 

of adjustment, too, but if she is as funny in the 


classroom as she is on chat, the kids will love 
her! 


August 21, 2008 


[Mon] I've spent the day doing beans and just 
finished up a few minutes ago. My patch has 
been prolific as well as Steph sending home a 
huge bag full from her garden. It feels good to be 
home and feels like we are one step closer to 
having our summer successfully completed. 


Our weekend in UT was satisfying. Daddy arrived 
home from his final Cedar Badge course about 
five on Saturday and we unloaded the van and got 
most of his laundry done before going to bed 
about midnight. He had a wonderful week and 
feels like this family camp idea is going to take 
hold in the council and even be expanded in the 
coming years. I'm glad that the program is thriving 
under his leadership but what used to be a single- 
week event has turned into a nearly four-weeks 
that are demanding on volunteers as well as on 
the professional advisor (Dad.) Next summer will 
be his last and he can turn it over to someone 
else to carry on. | know his boss is pleased with 
all he has done. 


Sunday morning we left about six for Layton and 
arrived in time for Jacob's mission farewell. He 
looked so handsome in his missionary suit and 
did a wonderful job with his talk. As is usually the 
case when a handsome young man leaves for his 
mission, Jacob had a bevy of beauties there to 
show support. It was fun to get to see Teresa who 
had just completed a summer session at USU and 
who has a couple of weeks before continuing with 
her final year. She is majoring in international 
studies and minoring in Chinese and has been 
excited to get to follow some of the Olympics in 
Beijing. Josh continues to grow and is taller now 
than anyone in his family. (6'7") and just turned 
16 and was presented to be ordained a Priest. He 
will be a junior this year. Karen and Jim had 
prepared a Mexican meal that was delicious and 
attended by about 75 well-wishers. 


We arrived in Logan about 3:00 and made 
ourselves at home until Steph and family arrived 
from their meetings. Stephani had told me how to 
get in if they weren't home and so we did just 
what she said and surprised Sam who was sick 
and home sleeping. | guess earlier Shauntel had 
done some laundry since they had arrived from 
Arkansas late the night before and had startled 
Sam who hadn't been advised that both the 
Anderson’s and Blackfoot Larsen’s were coming in 
on the family. He didn't know what was going on 
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and for a few minutes thought some intruders 
were in the house. 


A few minutes after we arrived Shauntel came 
with Camille, Archie, and Kinzie. It was the first 
time we had seen Kinzie. She is such a happy, 
contented baby. She has a beautiful round face 
with large dark brown eyes and a quick smile that 
lights up her face. She is nearly five months old 
and didn't seem to have any hesitation about 
being around strangers. 


Steph had prepared a delicious meal complete 
with lots of garden produce. After the Andersons 
left for home, we watched the Olympics for a 
while. It was fun to sit with the Bennions and get 
their take on the different competitions. It was 
also nice for Daddy to get to see some of the 
events since he had been gone for all of it up until 
Saturday night. 


Stephani's family is in a state of 

transition. Stephani will start teaching 7th and 
8th grade English part-time and Katie will be 
moving out this weekend to her USU apartment 
and starting her sophomore year. Sam is starting 
his senior year and recently returned from 
marching band camp where their band learned 
their new routine to the music of "Jekale and 
Hyde". Josh starts 9th grade and recently 
acquired his own cello which he plays in the 
school orchestra as well as one in the 
community. Every time we see Sam and Josh, 
they have grown several inches. 


Monday morning we got up early and raided Steph 
and Linds's garden. We got zucchini and yellow 
squash, cukes, beans, and raspberries from their 
patch. We left for Shaunnie’s about 8:00 and 
Daddy and SaraKay helped Randy start unloading 
the moving van while | helped in the house. Sam 
came to help as well as Randy's mother, 

Marilyn. The professional movers were due to 
arrive anytime but when the morning came and 
went and they never got there, Randy called and 
found out that there had been a miscue and they 
wouldn't be coming until the next 

day. Fortunately, our family crew got enough done 
that they could survive for another day and we left 
for home about two. 


| thought that it was sweet for the Andersons to 
have a welcoming party there to greet them when 
they arrived from Arkansas after their five-day 
journey. Camille has never severed her 
friendships with her Smithfield buddies and so 
when Randy took the job in Montpelier and they 
decided to move back into their Smithfield house, 


Camille immediately let her friends know when 
they would arrive. When they got there about nine 
Saturday night, several of their previous friends 
and families came to greet them. Before they 
went to bed that night Archie asked, "Can we have 
another party tomorrow, too?" Well, | guess after 
they left Steph's on Sunday evening the neighbors 
were out walking and several of them dropped in 
again to welcome them back and they had 
another "party." I'm sure that despite how 
exhausted and harried they felt after the long 
week, they were grateful to be welcomed back 
with such enthusiasm. 


Several of you have asked regarding our ward 
party. It was a wonderful success. The food was 
delicious, the weather perfect, the activities a big 
hit, and everything went off like clockwork. | had 
been so apprehensive about all the tasks that 
needed muscles and knew that most of us on the 
committee wouldn't have husbands there to help 
but everyone pitched in and there was never a 
time that | had to worry about the man-power 
needs. We had five families that we have been 
fellowshipping that all attended and even spent 
the night and | know that they felt accepted and 
cared for. We pulled in a lot of people that 
normally don't participate in this kind of activity 
and | think they had a good experience with it, 
too. It's a relief to have it over and so successful. 


| rented a large inflatable climbing wall and slide 
that the kids went nuts over. We had horseshoes, 
volleyball, crafts, dinner and breakfast, campfire 
program, large patched quilt that we presented to 
Bishop Goodwin, a pinata for the kids, 

and family group pictures in front of an authentic 
teepee. | had taken all my mountain men, 
Indians, and cowboy costumes and the Hansen’s 
brought black-powder rifles and other mountain 
men costumes and we dressed each family up in 
these outfits before we took their pictures in front 
of the teepee. It was a hoot and before we were 
through, we had even taken pictures of some of 
our ward members who were 8Oish and good 
sports about wearing the coonskin hat or pioneer 
bonnets. It was such a great party and | have had 
wonderful reviews about it. | also arranged fora 
dump truck load of nice sand to be dumped in the 
volleyball pit and until we spread it out for playing 
volleyball on Saturday, the kids swarmed around 
that pile like ants on an ant hill. Needless to say, 
we all looked a little weather-worn by the time we 
finished up Saturday. 


When Becky called yesterday, she commented 
that we could relax now that she and Shauntel 
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were moved and Paul and Jenny's baby was doing 
well. | agreed. School starts today and I've had a 
few nostalgic moments about that since we have 
had children attending school in this district for 
the last 37 years. | keep reminding myself that 
"When one door closes, another opens" and try to 
see this as just another transition that | need to 
accept and embrace! 


The siders (men putting up our siding) continue to 
plug away at it. We have kept most of the blinds 
closed since the men are up on scaffolding 
outside and we feel a little like we are living in a 
fish bowl. It's been awkward at times but the job 
is getting done and that's the important thing. Our 
prayers continue with Bonnie as she seeks 
medical help for her back problems. It's always 
frustrating when the doctors can't pinpoint just 
what is going on. 


[Dad] | always feel a little out of breath after | 
have read Sue's letters and prepare to add my two 
bits. The success of the ward party was definitely 
the result of all her blood, sweat, and tears! 


Island Park Scout Camp in a tent for 10 days 
wasn't too bad. The camp is beautiful, even 
though it was dry and dusty. The new entrance 
and parking lot on the West side of the lake were 
certainly needed for parking and traffic 

flow. The Family Training Camp was a huge 
success. The credit goes to the volunteers that 
gave their lives, resources, and creativity to 
envision and produce the satisfying results of the 
weeks activities for families while their parents 
were attending Wood Badge or Powder Horn, and 
the youth were attending Cedar Badge. There 
were 52 in the Wood Badge course, 26 attended 
Powder Horn from as far away as Germany, 
Pennsylvania, and Cedar City. We had a Boy 
Scout Troop of 34, a Varsity Team of 15, and two 
Venturing crews totaling 25 and a staff of 25. It 
was a wonderful course! One of the highlights of 
the week was having President Mike Nieder of the 
General Young Men's Presidency join us of Friday 
afternoon and speak to the boys at the Friday 
night campfire. 


Let me just share one quote to conclude: "There 
is nothing that wastes the body like worry, and 
one who has any faith in God should be ashamed 
to worry about anything whatsoever." - Mahatma 
Gandhi 


P.S. We received a call from Uncle Staff last night 
and he is engaged to be married on December 
27* at noon in the Mesa Temple. He was 
originally engaged to Debbie shortly after his 


mission and her parents thought she was too 
young and pulled her out of school at the “Y” and 
broke the engagement. Life is full of interesting 
dramas! 


August 26, 2008 


[Mon] I've had a quiet day and am grateful for the 
pace of things to slow down. Our weekend was 
wonderful. We have been so busy the last few 
weeks that partway through the week | was talking 
about our upcoming trip to SLC and SaraKay 
commented that she wanted to go with us but 
hadn't known about it. | felt badly that somehow 
in the rush of events we hadn't communicated it 
to her. She decided to try to find someone to 
trade shifts with her at work and by Friday night 
she had cleared off her day and was able to 

go. We left here about 5:45 Saturday morning 
and met Steph and Steve at Brigham City about 
8:00. From there we traveled together, arriving at 
the temple easily by 9:30, the appointed 

hour. The marriage waiting room was so crowded 
that there was standing room only and so our 
party stood in the hall and talked nonstop for 
nearly 45 minutes until they called for us. 


To say that it was a sweet occasion is an 
understatement. When they brought in Camille, 
Archie, Drake and Kinzie all dressed in white and 
had them cluster around the alter with Shauntel 
and Randy kneeling across from each other, it 
was a beautiful sight. Kinzie's eyes were as big as 
saucers as she took in the room and the beautiful 
chandelier overhead. Randy's mother, Marilyn, 
dressed in white also, held Kinzie's little hand on 
Shauntel and Randy's and the other three stood 
close by. Drake was doing his own thing as he 
first sat up against the alter, then tried to climb 
on, and then just stood watching the ceremony to 
its completion. The sealer was so pleasant and 
made everyone feel at home. 


Those attending included Marilyn and 

Steve, Randy's brother, Kyle and his wife, Paula, 
Stephani, Steve, David and Andrea, Dad and |, 
and Mike and Marci. Of special note was the 
attendance of two of Kinzie's aunts from her 
biological family. They were so sweet 

and gracious and had asked about the possibility 
of attending the sealing prior to coming. It was 
wonderful to meet them and get 

acquainted. Randy and Shauntel had invited us 
all to dinner following the ceremony and included 
them in on that invitation. Dave and Andrea have 
a special relationship with them since they 
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became acquainted when Kinzie was born and 
they were in the hospital together. 


It is always a thrill to be on the temple 

grounds. The day was beautiful and there were 
throngs of people everywhere taking pictures and 
visiting as they participated in the weddings of 
that morning. Fortunately for us, the area in front 
of the big temple doors was free when Shauntel 
and Randy emerged from the temple and so we 
were able to get some good pictures. | have so 
many memories of the SLC Temple that the 
emotions really well up inside of me whenever we 
are there. It is certainly a magnificent structure 
and a holy place! 


April 7, 2008 
Dear Family, 


[Andrea] We have felt so blessed to have the 
opportunity to walk through this adoption with 
Shauntel and Randy. The adoption of Kinzie 
Karina has really opened our eyes to the physical 
and emotional stress of an adoption. We have 
been touched by Shauntel and Randy's 

humility. Moments that have been sweet for us: 


*Calling Shauntel with the possibility of a 

baby. Knowing that life had still not settled in for 
the Andersons with their recent move, but 
receiving a return phone call from Shauntel 
saying that she had just spoken with Randy and 
he said that, "It just feels right". They were 
overwhelmed, excited and grateful for the 
opportunity of welcoming another little one. 


*Arriving at the hospital on the day that Kinzie 
was born to find that she was in the ICU. The 
birth mother and the baby were both in need of 
care. Between the Grandmother, an Aunt, and 
myself we shared around the clock care for Kinzie 
and the mother. The initial nurses were not 
happy to have us in the ICU. They felt the baby 
would "sleep better if left alone in her crib". We 
never left her side. The first time | 

approached tiny Kinzie she had been poked so 
many times by a needle that she pushed me 
away. | took her little hands into mine and started 
to tell her all about her new family...Camille, Arch, 
Drake...her little body relaxed and she brought her 
arms with my fingers into her chest and listened 
as | spoke. It was a very sweet experience. 


*Several times Kinzie looked directly at her birth 
mother Karina, made eye contact, and 

smiled. None of our 6 children ever made contact 
at such an early age as Kinzie was offering to her 
birth mother. 


*The aunt who was present had recently lost her 
unborn baby at her six-month mark. Kinzie 
provided healing for her. Tears were shed 

freely. But even this aunt who had initially 
questioned this adoption knew that this baby was 
not to stay with their immediate family. She knew 
that Karina had made the right decision about 
Shauntel and Randy's family. The family mourned 
for their loss but were settled with God's will for 


this baby. 


*The final night that Kinzie was in the ICU we had 
a very compassionate nurse who allowed 


Grandma, Aunt, David, myself and Karina to sit 
together, shielded by the privacy of a curtain, and 


share several uninterrupted hours 

together. Kinzie comes from such a special 
family. She is blessed with strong LDS family 
lines, enjoys 1/4 Polynesian blood, and is 
destined for something wonderful. 


*The day we left the hospital Shauntel and Karina 
stood at the exit doors of the hospital. Karina 
tenderly held her baby and then released her into 
Shauntel's arms. The 2 mothers embraced with 
tiny Kinzie tucked between them. It was such an 
overwhelming moment of emotion. And then we 
were left alone. Shauntel needed to finish some 
business in the hospital so | left to get the 

car. Several minutes later Shaunie came walking 
out into the sun carrying her new baby. She was 
beautiful and looked happy. She got into the car 
and remarked that someone had just 
congratulated her on her new baby girl. 


*Shauntel was gracious to all of us. She allowed 
us to mourn with the birth mother and family and 
then to celebrate with her. 


*Shaunie wasn't able to come back to our home 


after the arrival of Kinzie given our geographical 
proximity to the birth mother, so a generous 
couple put her up in a private room with a balcony 
and kitchen. This couple welcomed us into their 
home to celebrate Easter dinner together with 
Tim, Shauntel, and our entire family. 


The ist picture below shows Shauntel 
embracing Kinzie for the first time. We feel so 
blessed and grateful for the time we had with 
Shauntel and with Kinzie. Kinzie will forever be 
blessed by the Anderson family. 


Love, Andrea & David 


Since SaraKay wasn't able to attend the 
ceremony, she waited in the lobby and then joined 
us afterwards on the temple grounds for pictures. 
She got in some good visiting with her 
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siblings. Following dinner, as we left the Joseph 
Smith Building, a flautist was playing "Love at 
Home" accompanied on the grand piano. It 

was beautiful and | could see the tears in 
SaraKay's eyes. Later she commented that she 
loved being with her siblings and always feels a 
little cheated that her time with them is so 
limited. | think if she listed her favorite people, all 
of her siblings would top the list. 


Our trip home was enjoyable. Stephani and Steve 
shared some experiences with us and we caught 
up on their family news. School is in session for 
both their families this week and the summer is 
drawing to a close. | couldn't help thinking how 
sweet it is to know that our adult children are 
active in the church and doing their best to 
nurture their children in the gospel. 


Yesterday we watched the Twin Falls Temple 
dedication and | couldn't stop thinking about Mike 
and Marci and their involvement in that temple 
district. Marci said the cultural night was amazing 
and that they arrived home from SLC with only an 
hour to get the girls to the babysitter and make a 
bee line for the program that night. Of course, 
Sunday was very sweet, too, as they attended the 
dedication in the temple. 


| received a phone call from Jonie last week 
informing me that her daughter, Sydnie, had 
delivered a beautiful baby girl, 9 lbs. 6 oz. She got 
along pretty good and she will be living with Jonie 
for a while until things settle down. Her name is 
Miika Waadizi. Jonie's second daughter, Cory, will 
be finishing up high school this next year and is 
going to be dual enrolled in a local college for part 
of her senior year. Jonie said she is going to have 
to petition the school board for Cory's tuition for 
these college classes to be paid but she seemed 
hopeful that she could get it done. We're so 
grateful that everything went well with Syd's baby 
and hope that she'll be able to get into college 
and work things out to continue her schooling. 


In closing let me say that we watched several 
nights of the Olympics and thrilled with the 
winners and sorrowed for the losers. We were so 
proud of our USA athletes and felt that they 
represented us well. We loved seeing the Chinese 
people and how pleased they were to host the 
nations of the world. We thought of John and 
Laurel and their time in Chungcheong and 
relished the chance to see some of the beautiful 
countryside as well as watch the 

competitions. We recognize that there is much of 
China that isn't as it should be politically, but 


couldn't help but have warm feelings for the 
people and their bright future. Our hopes and 
prayers continue with them that the gospel will 
someday be preached to them; that they will enjoy 
the freedoms that they have so long been denied. 


[Dad] You should have already received the site to 
view the photos from the sealing over the 
weekend. Aren't they beautiful and partially 
convey the joy and celebration of the 

occasion? Our only regret is that we couldn't have 
all of you there to share directly instead of having 
to do it vicariously. It is remarkable that six of our 
kids were able to be there. 


The Tiger Ear booth is coming fast. We are behind 
where we usually are with signups to fill the shifts, 
but they are coming in this week, so hopefully we 
will make it. The ingredients are costing about 
$6,000 more than previous years. We are raising 
the price to $3.00 and | had some nice 
professional signs made to reflect the change. If 
we sell anywhere near the usual 35,000 Tiger 
Ears, then we should still come out ahead. 


September 2, 2008 


[Mom] Daddy has been up since about 6:00 
working on his Gospel Doctrine lesson and now is 
at the Tiger Ear Booth getting things going there 
for the first shift of the day. He has had an 
exhausting week, hauling in sugar, flour, oil, and 
making sure that all the ingredients, paper 
products, gifts for the volunteers, and other 
materials are ready for the big week. Due to the 
high price of flour, he has shopped around for the 
best buys and ended up getting it all in 25 Ib. 
bags. It is packaged with cellophane around two 
bags so he is still carrying 50 lbs. each time he 
lifts one but he single-handedly has stocked the 
booth and kept the crews supplied. | know his 
rigorous workout schedule has helped him to be 
able to do this although he is beat by the time he 
finishes up. 


Mike and Marci arrived Friday night and went with 
SaraKay and | to the fair parade yesterday. | was 
grateful for the company since last year | attended 
the parade alone. Daddy was in the booth and 
SaraKay rode the Junior Miss float and | wanted to 
take some pictures or | would not have even 
bothered to attend. It's always more fun when you 
can share it with children and Amber and Ellie 
were both pretty fascinated with it. Following the 
parade, we dropped SaraKay off at Kesler’s for 
her shift and we came home to grab a bite and get 
the girls down for their naps. Mike and Marci went 
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to the fair for a couple of hours before returning 
home for supper and leaving for home. 


Just as they were leaving for the fair, Daddy came 
home for lunch and asked Mike if he would take 
the list of volunteers to the Tiger Ear booth for 
him. He agreed and was pleased to get to visit 
with Richard Turpin who was a friend of his in high 
school and Marci got to visit with Joaquin Blanco, 
who was in her mission in Venezuela! Both of 
these men are now working as scout 
professionals for BSA and were taking their shifts 
in the booth when Mike and Marci dropped the list 
by. | think those two visits were the highlight of 
their fair experience, although they also really 
enjoyed the commercial buildings and especially 
the big screen TV on which BYU's game with lowa 
was being shown. They camped out in front of 
that booth for nearly the entire first half! 


SaraKay is being sustained today as a counselor 
in the Singles Branch Relief Society 

presidency. She got a phone call from Mark 
Adams requesting an interview and spent a while 
worrying about what he wanted before he arrived 
and visited with her. She had hoped they were 
going to ask her to be the ward accompanist but 
that didn't happen. This will be a good experience 
for her and get her really vested in the branch 
these next four months before leaving for 
Rexburg. Most of her friends are leaving this week 
for Provo, Logan, or Rexburg and she is feeling a 
little left out. | remind her that if the next four 
months pass as quickly as the last four, the time 
will go by in a flash. She has really felt good about 
her summer's work and projects and is keeping 
close track of her finances on a computer 
program. She is stocking up on things she will 
need for college and is enjoying having a steady 
paycheck coming in. She will start an institute 
class this Thursday and has drawn more day shifts 
at work now that the high school kids are on staff 
and need the night shifts. 


I've done another batch of beans and there is 
more in the garden calling to me. | have started 
taking inventory of our storage room and am 
trying to fill in some of the holes of what we need 
to stock up on. | am committed to using our 
wheat more and grateful for the Tiger Ear 
connection so that | get to rotate my oil, yeast, 
milk, and flour once a year. Hopefully there will be 
more flour available to buy at the $20 price when 
the week is over since I’m down to my last two 
bags of white flour. | have been doing a lot of 
baking lately, mostly rolls and cinnamon rolls, to 
take to people in the ward who are having trials or 


celebrating birthdays and births. Hot bread in any 
form is such a nice gift and relatively 

inexpensive. The time involved is the glitch but 
these days | have more time than money and | 
enjoy cooking up a nice batch of bread. 


It's funny how we are influenced by what we hear 
or learn as we go through life. Years ago, the 
Morning News did an article on Aunt Linda's 
cooking skills and she was quoted in the article as 
saying that she enjoys working with bread 

dough. She even commented that it had 
therapeutic value and calmed her as well as being 
satisfying. | thought at the time that that 

was certainly not the case with me, but over the 
years | have come to agree. Especially if other 
things aren't pressing on me, | enjoy working with 
the dough and reaping the rewards of the effort. | 
have Linda to thank for helping me have the right 
attitude about it. 


[Dad] This is the afternoon of Labor Day and | just 
got rained out of finishing mowing the lawn. It has 
been a cold, threatening day with forecasts of 
thunder showers and possibly even snow. | have 
been grateful to be able to stock up the Tiger Ear 
booth and leave it for the professionals and 
volunteers assigned today. We have done well so 
far. Nary a murmur about the price increase from 
$2.50 to $3.00. We have had some dough 
problems, and ultimately, | think the problem boils 
down to the flour. The Albertson's all-purpose 
flour just isn't the same quality as what we have 
been used to from the Pendleton Mill. With the 
first two days behind us we are up $3,500 over 
last year. 


My lesson went well yesterday. We finished Alma 
and an article by John Bytheway about the war 
chapters and lessons to be learned from them 
was the main outline | used to lead the 
discussion. Through my reading | had run across 
some significant quotes that | am including for 
your edification. Just received a call from the 
booth and they have been swamped all day, 
keeping four mixers going full time to try to keep 
up, SO apparently the cold wet weather hasn't 
dampened people's appetite for Tiger Ears. But 
they are running out of hair nets—we never 
bothered with them for many years--but the last 
three years we have used them as we should and 
| keep forgetting to add them to my order. 


September 11, 2008 


[Mon] Tiger Ear is over for another year and life 
looks good this morning! Although the week had 
its share of cold and miserable weather, the Tiger 
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Ear booth set records for another year. By Friday 
night the booth had sold as many Ears as it did 
the previous year in eight days so all of Saturday's 
income was a real bonus. Of course, Daddy is 
relieved to have it over for another year and 
grateful that it was a big success. Next year the 
council has got to have someone assigned to 
assist him so that the following year when we are 
retired, the booth can do well. 


This year wasn't without its problems, one being 
that the flour from Albertson's had a different 
weight and texture and took some adjusting in the 
recipe until it worked right. It is amazing how 
tricky it is to get just the right combination of 
ingredients, temperature, waiting time for the 
yeast to work properly and all the other things that 
make for a great Tiger Ear. | think Daddy had a 
little miracle that helped him this year. On one of 
the early shifts of the week a fellow from Pocatello 
volunteered and he just happened to be a retired 
baker who had owned his own shop for 30 

years. He was in the kitchen area and had 
suggestions regarding the dough that made a 
difference. He and Daddy sorted it out and got 
things fixed so that the rest of the week the dough 
was good. 


The most vexing problem was keeping the booth 
manned with volunteers. Daddy really had to lean 
on some of the district executives who needed to 
get their shifts filled. One shift on Thursday 
morning only had one woman on the roster of 

15 that showed up. Fortunately, Daddy had 
recruited a few others and he and | went in and 
the boss sent down a group of women who work 
in the scout office in Idaho Falls and that motley 
crew manned the booth until the next shift was 
due to arrive. Luckily that happened only once 
although some of the other shifts were rather 
sparce. 


| spent the week not sure if | was going to be at 
the Tiger Ear booth or home from hour to hour. In 
the meantime, | finished off the bean patch, made 
some pickled beets for Daddy, and froze some 
corn. | have kept waiting for our own patch to 
ripen but when | went out the other day, | could 
see that we did have a few good ears but most of 
them were small and poorly formed. | finally 
called Don Scott who sells corn and ordered 
several dozen. Yesterday | set up my stuff on the 
patio and cooked it in my cold pack canner on the 
camp chef stove. | got most of it done by about 
11:00. Originally, | was going to wait until the 
afternoon to do it but | decided to move ahead 
even though | didn't have any help. It was so cold 


when | first started that | had to wear my old 
winter coat to keep me warm. The patio is in the 
shade in the morning and that didn't help. About 
10 it started to warm up but just a while later the 
wasps started coming to life and before | knew it 
one was buzzing around my head and the corn | 
was cutting off the cob. One time it landed on my 
glasses and it was tricky holding perfectly still until 
it decided to fly away. | hadn't thought about 
wasps being a problem for me but I'm sure the 
sweetness in the corn was what attracted them. | 
was grateful that | had gotten most of the job 
done before the day warmed up and the bees 
came to call. 


I've taken inventory this past week of our food 
storage and done some organizing in our storage 
room. In years past | have gotten handouts from 
various presentations of emergency preparedness 
and I'm going through that material and trying to 
make sense of what we need to have. Some 
guidelines have changed over the years and so I'm 
following the most recent. It's quite a challenge to 
have what a family needs even at our stage of 

life. Another factor for us is not knowing if we are 
coming or going as far as mission, home sale, 
staying here or moving there, etc. | guess until we 
get through this next year and see how things are 
going, we won't make that decision and just need 
to move ahead with having our supplies on hand 
and ready. 


September 19, 2008 


[Dad] We went to the High School's production of 
Oklahoma last night for FHE. It was fun and the 
kids did a great job of acting and singing, but it 
didn't have the same appeal to me without a child 
init. It was with mixed emotions for SaraKay to 
watch the production rather than being on 

stage. It was interesting to follow her through the 
line after--there were so many kids that hugged 
her and expressed their appreciation for her. 


The siders are getting close to being 

through. They should finish this week. It seems 
like they have been working on our house for 
months, but it certainly is beautiful and we are 
tickled to be able to throw away the paint brush 
and not worry about painting again. If we sell, we 
certainly should be able to get our value back out 
of our home; and if we don't, it will be great to 
have such a maintenance-free home for years to 
come. 


"It is wrong to think that love comes from long 
companionship and persevering courtship. Love is 
the offspring of spiritual affinity and unless that 
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affinity is created ina moment, it will not be 
created for years or even generations." - Nikki 
Giovanni 


[Mon] I've spent the morning on the phone calling 
the Primary presidents in the Blackfoot District 
and going over the rosters to pick up any new 
boys. This twice-yearly exercise to locate and 
recruit new boys is pretty labor intensive. It's also 
challenging; the council's goal for recruitment is a 
certain percentage of the total enrollment and our 
area is aging and the number of scout-age boys is 
declining. It would be nice to have an area like 
Ammon or some other district that has lots of new 
growth but such is not the case. It's always a big 
headache for Daddy to meet the expected 
numbers and to organize new units to meet that 
requirement. The other day | commented that | 
wished we didn't have to go through another Tiger 
Ear week before he retires, and he says he dreads 
this process even more than Tiger Ear. 


On Saturday we mowed the lawn and then Daddy 
rototilled the garden area except for our carrots 
and tomatoes. It feels so nice to have most of the 
gathering and canning completed. On Monday 
morning, before returning home from Logan, we 
went to Steph and Lind's and 

picked raspberries. I've never seen such 
gorgeous berries and with Daddy, SaraKay and | 
all working at it, we were through in about a half 
an hour and started for home. Thanks to the 
Bennions! 


Part way through last week Shaunnie called to see 
if Randy's folks could borrow our pickup to deliver 
some mattresses to them when they went to 
Logan for Drake and Kinzie’s blessings Sunday 
afternoon. When we found out about the 
blessings, we decided to make the trip, 

too. Daddy went in Saturday morning and got the 
beds from Archibald’s and that afternoon he tied 
them all down securely to the pickup bed so that 
we were able to make the trip on Sunday without 
incident. 


We attended our own sacrament meeting, Daddy 
taught his lesson, and then we left for Logan, 
arriving about five. Shauntel and Randy had 
invited both sets of grandparents as well as the 
Bennions and Steve and Bonnie and family. It 
was a sweet occasion for us all and topped off by 
a delicious meal afterwards. 


Later that evening Daddy, SaraKay and | went to 
Wellsville to see Steve and Bonnie's home 
improvement project. They recently finished off 
their basement with another bedroom, bathroom, 


storage area and family room. They agreed that 
it has been so nice to have the extra room to 
take some of the pressure off of the upstairs. 


It is So wonderful to have the Andersons living 
close again and to be able to share in their family 
events. Randy will be starting work October 1st 
and so they have had some time to get through 
this transition. The ward and neighbors have 
really given them a warm welcome and the kids 
are settling in to school. We thoroughly enjoyed 
our time with them and hope that this move and 
new job will be an answer for them. 


[Dad] Work has been challenging since Tiger Ears 
with all the membership emphasis. | finally got all 
the charters out to be renewed by 

Thanksgiving. Sue's help with the inventory calls 
to Primary Presidents is so valuable to me. This 
morning | met with Mrs. Maldonado, the advisor to 
the Latino club at Blackfoot High School. She is 
really excited about the training and resources we 
can add to what the club has and so perhaps we 
will be organizing a coed Venturing crew 

there. Selling her on what we have to offer really 
helps to resell and recommit me. It is too bad we 
have such a struggle getting the LDS units to 
function and use the programs as they should. | 
know we have answers to many of the problems 
with their youth. 


My morning rides are getting a little problematic 
as it is so dark so late and as it gets 

colder. Hopefully the move indoors can wait until 
after our Church History tour. We are excited 
about it and looking forward to getting away 
together. 


September 23, 2008 


[Mom] We've had a relatively quiet week which 
has enabled me to get most of the scout phoning 
done for Daddy. There have been a couple of 
things | have noticed over the years each time | do 
this phoning. One is that the Primary presidents 
are so sweet and loving and sincerely care about 
the little boys that they have stewardship over. It 
is reassuring that in this busy world that the 
programs of the church are in place to aid and 
support the parents in their responsibility with 
their children. Another thing | have noticed is that 
there are a lot of little boys who are tossed about 
because of divorce and sometimes fall between 
the cracks. Thankfully, there are many 
grandparents and other leaders who are sincerely 
trying to give these young boys an opportunity to 
succeed. 
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On Friday Daddy and | put in a shift at the 
cannery. Other times when we have done this, 
we've bought several cases of what we were 
canning but this time we had a limit of one case 
per household. There is so much need for the 
supplies that the Church can't spare any 

more. They will be canning pears for the next two 
weeks to ship to those in need throughout the 
world. The pears came from a church farm in 
Bedford Oregon. It was a sweet experience to be 
a part of the crew and participate in this "pure 
religion" experience. 


We had big plans on Saturday to paint our front 
door but we had a lot of rain throughout the day 
and didn't get much done outside. This week is 
the beginning of spud harvest for the school kids 
so hopefully the weather will clear off and allow 
the farmers to get their crops gathered in. It has 
been so strange to not be a part of activities at 
the high school. Homecoming came and went and 
we didn't learn about it until after the fact. When | 
read about the game and festivities in the paper, | 
was surprised that | didn't even know the kids who 
were royalty! It doesn't take long to get out of the 
loop! 


| did have several hours this past week to work on 
my family history projects. Although my church 
job can be very intense, it comes in waves and in 
between those waves, | have some good time for 
my projects. Daddy and | went online last night 
looking for scanners. | know | need a good one to 
accomplish what | want to get done and with 
Lind's and David's help | think we have located 
one that will auto-load 50 pages ata time. | can 
hardly believe the wonderful tools we have 
available to us. My grandmothers would have 
loved to have done their histories and genealogy 
with all the modern technology available. 


SaraKkay is surviving the non-college situation and 
making the best of it. She is taking an occasional 
piano lesson from Linnea, an occasional violin 
lesson from Jennifer to prepare for a concerto she 
is performing in December with the Snake River 
Community Orchestra (a duet with Angela Winder), 
and continues to practice her voice so she can be 
prepared for tryouts at BYU-I in January. She is 
involved in the singles branch and is taking an 
institute class each Thursday as well as having 
orchestra on Wednesday. She usually gets about 
4O hours at work so she doesn't lack for anything 
to do. Several of her friends at BYU-I keep in touch 
with her via phone and email so it hasn't been as 
lonely as it could be. She has quite a bit of 
freedom at Kesler’s with her schedule so it's been 


nice to have her participate with us in 

activities. This weekend she will be going with us 
to Skyler's wedding in SLC and that will be a fun 
day. 


[Dad] It is great to have BYU #11 in the polls right 
now--| just hope they can continue to keep things 
together. Coach Mendenhall is so impressive in 
his interviews and seems so level-headed and his 
players come across the same way. 


We are so pleased with our new roof, siding, 
and patio door. The quality of work has been 
exceptional and we are delighted with the way 
things look. Just a few more finishing touches-- 
shutters, painting of doors, and garage 

doors. Hopefully if you come to visit you won't 
drive right past and not recognize the place. 


Sunday, our special musical number really turned 
out well and we received quite a few compliments 
on it. Not only that, we felt good about it and it 
was fun to perform in a quality group. My lesson 
turned out well also. Tim called during the 

week and wanted to know the website for Gospel 
Doctrine supplements because he had been 
called to teach once a month. There was a quote 
from President James E. Faust that | liked, but 
didn't get a chance to use on Sunday:_"The 
relationship of money to happiness is at best 
questionable. Even the Wall Street Journal 
acknowledged, ‘Money is an article which may be 
used as a universal passport to everywhere 
except heaven, and as a universal provider of 
everything except happiness.' Henrik lbsen wrote, 
‘Money may buy the husk of many things, but not 
the kernel. It brings you food, but not the 
appetite; medicine, but not health; 
acquaintances, but not friends; servants, but not 
faithfulness; days of joy, but not peace or 
happiness." 


[Mom] It's been a very busy few days and tonight | 
feel like I've been run over by a truck. Daddy and | 
spent most of the morning on a sealing 
assignment at the temple and the afternoon 
babysitting a fellow who was here to hook up dish 
TV for us. Daddy has wanted to get BYU Sports for 
the last several years since we could not get it on 
our regular stations, and so we decided to take 
the plunge and get it done. Well, because our 
home is so old, the existing wiring for a TV wasn't 
adequate and it turned out to be more 
complicated than we ever dreamed. Hopefully the 
enjoyment of having BYU TV will more than 
compensate for the headache it has been to get it 
installed. 


Larsen Legacy: Volume 9 


331 


October 2, 2008 


[Mom] It's been a very busy few days and tonight | 
feel like I've been run over by a truck. Daddy and | 
spent most of the morning on a sealing 
assignment at the temple and the afternoon 
babysitting a fellow who was here to hook up dish 
TV for us. Daddy has wanted to get BYU Sports for 
the last several years since we couldn't get it on 
our regular stations, and so we decided to take 
the plunge and get it done. Well, because our 
home is so old, the existing wiring for a TV wasn't 
adequate and it turned out to be more 
complicated than we ever dreamed. Hopefully the 
enjoyment of having BYU TV will more than 
compensate for the headache it has been to get it 
installed. 


Yesterday | dropped Daddy off at an all-day staff 
meeting in IF and | went shopping for things | 
would need for our upcoming Church History 

tour. | have had such a hard time finding time 
and it was exhilarating to go and take care of it all 
in one fell swoop! Daddy needs to pick up a few 
items but for the most part, he has what he 
needs. FYI: We will be leaving on the evening of 
October 8th, staying with Deniece and Don for the 
night and Don will drive us to the airport early the 
next morning. We will be gone until the 16th 
when Daddy will return; | will stay another week. 
Daddy's scouting commitments wouldn't permit 
him to take a full two weeks off. SaraKay will be 
working and spend the nights at a friend's 

house. She said that she doesn't mind, but | know 
it isn't ideal. 

On Saturday Daddy and | spent the day painting 
the garage doors. It was a huge undertaking but 
we really like how they turned out. We had to 
thoroughly scrub them and rinse them off first and 
then | rolled the high spots and Daddy brushed 
the grooves. They took two coats since the off 
white was difficult to cover with the chocolate 
brown. Originally, we considered getting new 
doors but when we priced them and found out 
that they would cost about $1400 we decided to 
give the painting idea a try. It was kind of funny 
when our contractor was telling us about the 
durability of the new garage doors, he commented 
that the old ones were fragile. It was interesting 
that our old fragile ones have lasted 30 years and 
are still doing fine. 


Saturday night SaraKay worked until 10 and 
arrived home about 10:15. 


She told us that when she pulled into the 
driveway, she thought the garage door was open 


since it was so dark and she almost ran into it 
before she realized that she needed to use her 
garage door opener! Wouldn't that have been a 
disaster after Daddy had spent most of the day on 
the job and then to have her plow in to it! I'm sure 
it would have made for a good story in the years to 
come but that night after an exhausting day with a 
paint brush, | know we would not have felt like 
laughing. 


Our day in Salt Lake with the Bricker’s was very 
sweet. Skyler has an impressive bride and the 
events of the day were wonderful. The sealer 
(Jordan River Temple) was a great uncle to the 
bride and we learned that just a week earlier the 
bride's grandfather had passed away 
unexpectedly. It made for an additional emotional 
touch to the proceedings. Skyler's wife served a 
mission in Albania and recently graduated from 
BYU. SaraKay went with us and especially 
appreciated spending some time with Whitni who 
is also majoring in music. 


That evening the bride's grandmother hosted a 
reception at her home which just happened to be 
located right across the street from the temple. It 
was a beautiful setting and wonderful weather 
and we were pleased to get to visit with Ben and 
Brianna (Nate's), Mandy (Charles), Kathy and 
Dick, Abby and Brad, Lane and Leslie, and 
Deniece and Don. Lisa, Don, Whitni, Chauncey, 
Abby, and Riley were all there and it was the first 
time | had seen the girls in several years. 


We fed the missionaries last week and found out 
that the newest Elder is from Palmyra. It was 
such a funny coincidence that we will be visiting 
his home area next week. One missionary is Fijian 
and the other is 1/4 Native American. They were 
very impressive and both seemed happy to be 
serving in Idaho. 


Hopefully all of you women got to attend the 
Women's Conference Saturday night. SaraKay 
spent most of the morning helping get ready for a 
luncheon the stake R.S. hosted prior to the 
broadcast but she had to work so wasn't able to 
go. | thought it was all wonderful but Elder 
Uchtdorf’s talk was amazing! | think we will see it 
quoted a lot. | had invited several non-members 
and less actives but none attended. Fortunately, 
| remembered that Marlene Acevedo often needs 
help getting to these things and | called her and 
she was happy for the invitation since her 
husband was out of town. 
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Our shutters for the house are due to be installed 
tomorrow and then we are through with our home 
upgrade. What a long, drawn-out project! 


Hopefully the stock market crash hasn't tempted 
any of you to jump out of a high building. What an 
amazing turn of events and who knows where it 
will lead. Be wise and careful with your resources. 
Enjoy general conference. For the first time in 
many, many years the "four little boys" (John, 
Mike, Paul, and Tim) will attend Priesthood 
session together in Canton, Michigan! Wish the 
twins and Daddy could "hie to Kolob" and join you 
for the evening! 


[Dad] Work has been about the same-finishing up 
membership and getting ready for the next 
Friends of Scouting fund drive. | really enjoy 
Cedar Badge a lot more than most of my other 
functions because | am dealing more directly with 
the youth and the cream of the cream. Many of 
my duties will not be missed much when | 

retire. The council is planning ahead for my 
departure and have made assignments to staff 
members who will shadow me in Tiger Ears and 
Cedar Badge, so | can see a little lighter load next 
year. 


Charles Kettering said: "My interest is in the 
future because | am going to spend the rest of my 
life there." My thought is that we must live in the 
present in such a way that we have a future to 
look forward to and be interested in and plan 

for. We always need things to look forward to that 
motivate and excite us. 


October 8, 2008 


[Mon] I've spent the day running errands, picking 
tomatoes, packing my suitcase, and making sure 
that I've accounted for everything. | know that 
once we get on our way, we will enjoy ourselves 
but it is all these details that make the "getting" 
hard. Two days after Daddy returns on the 16th, 
he has the University of Scouting that is a major 
responsibility and the day after | return (23rd) our 
activities committee is hosting the annual fall 
dinner social for the adults in the ward. Lots of 
details! 


Yesterday | was briefing SaraKay on things and | 
commented that | would be really excited for this 
trip if we weren't leaving her home, alone. She 
said, "Mom, | would feel so badly if | thought you 
were on this wonderful trip with all your siblings 
and you were worrying about me! This is a chance 
of a life time! When you get to Palmyra put on 
your Joseph Smith hat, sweat shirt, and wave your 


foam hand that says # 1 Prophet" and go for 

it!!! Well, | really don't have a hat or sweat shirt or 
large foam hand that says "# 1" on it (I think she is 
getting BYU mixed up with the Sacred Grove), but | 
got her drift and | am going to try to take her 
advice. It's good of her to put me at ease when 
being here alone is hard! 


We loved conference! Shauntel and family arrived 
Thursday night, spent Friday with the Archibald’s 
and then came here Saturday. We all sat 
downstairs and watched it on TV while the kids 
played with the toys. It put me in mind of when 
you kids were all small and we'd gather around to 
listen to the sessions. Randy started his job on the 
first of October and was in Montpelier and the 
kids were out of school on Friday so it was a 
perfect time for Shauntel to come visit. It was so 
nice to have them for a couple days when we 
could just relax and enjoy being together. 


She really has her hands full right now with both 
Drake and Kinzie so small but she knows that with 
each passing month life is going to get more 
manageable and that keeps her going. Camille 
and Archie were watching conference with us 
when the Primary children sang and it was fun for 
them to see children their own ages participating 
in a conference session. 


Sunday night John and Laurel, Tim, and Mike and 
Marci called from Canton. Paul and Jenny had 
just left for Midland after spending the conference 
weekend together. It sounded like a wild party 
with 10 grandkids under the age of 10 and | can't 
imagine how any of them got much out of 
conference but they said they did and asked me 
which was my favorite talk. Honestly, it would be 
impossible for me to pick one. They were all so 
wonderful! Daddy rehearsed the priesthood 
session talks with me Saturday night and those 
talks sounded awesome, too! Isn't it wonderful to 
be led by such wonderful men and women? | 
thought Sister Allred and Sister Dalton were 
amazing! It was all so good! 


Friday night we watched BYU play USU. It was 
painful! It seemed like we just had a tough time 
once they got rolling. Whenever the camera would 
show the audience, we looked for the Bennion’s 
but never did see them. (Hopefully they weren't 
the fans who were shirtless and painted 

blue!) Tim informed us that our dish doesn't pick 
up the BYU games live, only delayed! How can that 
be!!! We did enjoy the BYU channel and watched a 
special program on President Monson. It is nice to 


Larsen Legacy: Volume 9 


333 


get all the special programs at BYU as well as 
other church events. 


[Dad] Well, we made it out of Dodge—stayed with 
Don and Deniece in Kaysville last night, met our 
flight this morning, and we are in our motel in 
Middleboro, Massachusetts. Tomorrow we are 
going to tour Plymouth Village, the Mayflower, a 
quick stop at the Boston Temple (the Church's 
100th), and visit Lexington and Concord. We are 
excited to be a part of this tour and the fine 
people we are touring with. We have all of 

Sue's family, but are missing Don Cheney and Don 
Bricker who are making great sacrifice caring for 
things on the home front so that their wives can 
be a part of this. Many of the others that are a 
part of the tour have given significant service at 
the Utah State Prison with Kathy and Dick and are 
friends of theirs. There is another group from 
Montana that are friends of Nate and 

Maureen. We are enjoying meeting and 
associating with some of these other folks and 
know already that this is going to be an awesome 
experience. 


October 23, 2008 


[Dad] Since coming home last Thursday night | 
have been occupied with work responsibilities and 
trying to catch up. Several people have wanted to 
know about our trip and it has been amazing to 
me how much detail is already fading. What a 
glorious opportunity to visit the sites and see the 
fall foliage in New England and on west to 
Ohio. The experiences in Plymouth of boarding 
the Mayflower Il, visiting Plymouth Rock, and 
visiting a model village and Indian settlement 
where they do everyday things just like they did at 
the time of the Pilgrims, were fascinating. We 
visited with John Alden's wife, Priscilla, and went 
through several homes and buildings including 
Governor Bradford's home. Another stop that day 
was a photo stop at the Boston Temple. We also 
spent some time in Lexington and Concord 
reviewing the events there including the "shot 
heard 'round the world" and Paul Revere's 
ride. History certainly affirms the reality of God's 
hand in the founding of America and preparation 
for the Restoration. 


We spent a day viewing the fall foliage in the 
White Mountains of New Hampshire. One of the 
highlights was a trolley ride to the top of Cannon 
Mountain in the Franconian Notch and viewing the 
surrounding area from that unique vantage 

point. This was in the area of the Old Man of the 
Mountain-—but his face fell about five years ago so 


he is no more. We certainly enjoyed a greater 
sense of reverence for the Creator and His 
creations. 


Traveling into Vermont, we visited Joseph Smith's 
birthplace and the monument erected to his 
memory-a 38 % foot solid granite shaft weighing 
40 tons. The story of Junius Wells and his 
determination to fulfill his assignment from the 
First Presidency to design and erect a monument 
to the Prophet by his birthday in December of 
1905 was truly inspirational. The timing of our 
visit was such that we got an incredible photo of 
the sun reflecting off the top of the monument. 


It was an inspiration to visit the Peter Whitmer 
Farm where the Church was organized near 
Fayette, NY. With the visitor centers and media 
and the restoration of buildings the Church has 
certainly made it easier to understand the history 
of the Church and to appreciate what the early 
saints were going through. We visited with Ed 
Pinegar for a few minutes—our Bishop when we 
first went to the “Y” in the BYU 55th ward. 


The day in Palmyra was one of my favorites. To 
spend a couple hours in the Sacred Grove and to 
feel the spirit testify of the reality of what Joseph 
said happened there was most wonderful. We 
met up with the Belliston’s and she walked us 
through the Joseph Smith homes. It was 
especially meaningful to stand in the attic of the 
reconstructed log home where Moroni appeared 
to the Prophet. We visited the Hill Cumorah and 
the Palmyra Temple; a full and spiritually 
rewarding day. It was amazing to feel the Spirit so 
often in these places and sense the sacred reality 
of what took place there. 


One day we visited Niagara Falls and rode on the 
Maid of the Mist. A neat experience but | am still 
wondering why the Falls are such a prominent 
honeymoon spot. 


We had an incredible day in Kirtland!! It started 
with an hour with Karl Anderson, a CES 
administrator and great historian of Kirtland. We 
then went through the Community of Christ's 
visitor center and a session in the Kirtland 
Temple. What an awesome building, especially 
when you recognize the limited tools and 
resources the saints had to erect such an 

edifice. Karl helped us have a be grateful for the 
RLDS/Community of Christ and the role they have 
filled as caretakers of the temple. He also felt like 
there is probably something else in store for the 
use of that temple in the future. 
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We were really taken back in history as we visited 
the old town Kirtland, Newell K Whitney store, the 
sawmill and the ashery and so on. They were so 
ingenious in coming up with tools and techniques 
to accomplish what they wanted and what they 
knew the Lord wanted from them. The Morley 
Farm and the John Johnson Farm were also 
incredible elements in the history of the Church 
that came to have a special place in our hearts. | 
had never appreciated Kirtland and the 
surrounding area and its role in the history of the 
Church. | know God's hand was guiding the early 
saints in all that they did--what commitment, 
dedication, strength of testimony and spirit, and 
willingness to sacrifice for the kingdom!! 


This isn't a very definitive narration of our tour but 
does kind of hit the high spots. We sent 
postcards to each of the grandkids with a brief 
testimony of the truthfulness of the Gospel, the 
Church, modern revelation, the Prophet Joseph 
Smith, and that the Book of Mormon is true. Our 
testimony of and appreciation for the roots of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints has 
certainly been strengthened through this tour. 


October 27, 2008 


[Mom] I'm home and back into the swing of 
things. | arrived on Friday afternoon and it took 
me all of Saturday to catch my breath. SaraKay 
and Daddy had done a wonderful job of keeping 
things done up but we had our harvest ward 
dinner on Saturday and there was lots to do to 
make sure it came off without a hitch. Thanks to 
a capable committee we had a great event and 
felt rewarded for our efforts. The theme was “O 
Remember, Remember” and was based around 
Family History. The program consisted of several 
readings from personal histories, music, and 
instructions on family history indexing. Hope we 
helped motivate people to get started on their 
histories and helped them become acquainted 
with the massive indexing project the church has 
undertaken. 


Some of you have asked about Christmas. | have 
wondered if instead of exchanging gifts we could 
each donate that money to a humanitarian 
project. There are several ideas including giving 
the money to Tabitha (Stephani's friends company 
in the Far East) and using it to build a well or buy 
piglets, donating it to the Santa project that 
Stephani heads up each year in her stake in 
Cache Valley, or giving it to a family in our area 
through the bishop. Give me your feelings on 
this. | think we all have adequate and maybe 


should use Christmas as an opportunity to reach 
beyond our own families. | would like our project 
to be documented enough that the grandchildren 
understand what is happening and can share in 
it. 

Several of you have asked about the church 
history tour. First let me say that | think it was 
nothing short of a miracle that all five of my 
siblings and most of their spouses went on this 
trip. We haven't been together since Mom's 
passing and haven't been together for an 
extended period for decades. It was also unique 
in that everything was prearranged by our tour 
guide so we totally relaxed and soaked in the 
experience to the fullest. It was so thrilling to 
reconnect with my siblings and to feel of their 
goodness. They are all active in the church and 
are such good examples to me. | think of special 
note was the sacrifices Don made for Lisa to 
participate. Her daughter Riley has Downs 
Syndrome and Don offered to be the primary 
caregiver for the 16 days that Lisa was gone. His 
sweet consideration for her touched us all. Since 
Riley's birth seven years ago, Lisa hasn't been 
away from her for more than a day at a time and 
so this trip was a huge effort for all of Lisa’s family 
including Chauncey, Abby, and Whitney. 


Let me give you a typical day of our tour. We 
usually got up about 6:30 and got ready before 
having breakfast, compliments of the motel where 
we stayed. We were given the daily schedule and 
most mornings we loaded our baggage and were 
on our way by about 8:30 or 9:00. We would 
usually sing a song (provided in our church history 
workbook), have a prayer and then someone 
would give a devotional. We were asked to 
prepare something on an ancestor and so the 
stories were very personal and interesting. Prior 
to the day's activities we had studied our manuals 
and so we were prepared for what sites we would 
visit and knew some background on them. I'm 
afraid we all looked like the typical tourist; middle- 
aged, wearing heavy walking shoes, toting a rain 
jacket, and with a camera dangling around our 
necks! But we wanted to be sure that we 
documented every minute of every day. We were 
an eager bunch, posing in front of every 
monument and statue and visitor's center. And of 
course, every two hours the bus made a bathroom 
stop and we would stand in line for that. 


One delight at the Church's visitor's centers was 
seeing the sweet couple and sister 

missionaries. In Palmyra we saw Marci's parents 
(her mother was our tour guide) and Ed Pinegar 
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and his wife who we knew at BYU and in the 

MTC. In Liberty we saw Kim Kunz's parents and in 
Nauvoo | saw Jenny's uncle, who | didn't know but 
made his acquaintance since he was a carbon 
copy of Raymond. We saw President Bowman and 
Carol and President Merrill and Marge in the 
Nauvoo Temple and barely missed Kesl and Linda 
Hunter who had just been released from their 
mission the day before we arrived in Nauvoo. 


Most days were spent touring various sites with a 
quick lunch stop midday, but we also spent a lot 
of time just traveling on the bus. These provided a 
wonderful opportunity for us to visit one-on-one, 
share experiences relating to what we were seeing 
(a traveling microphone came in handy so all 
could share their thoughts and feelings), and then 
we would have a nice restaurant meal for the 
evening. 


Daddy gave you most of the details regarding our 
first week in the New England area. | thoroughly 
enjoyed seeing the Mayflower and the mock 
Plymouth Village. All of those who were working at 
the various sites were dressed in authentic 
costumes and spoke in the dialect they would 
have used in old Plymouth. Whenever | get a 
chance to review the lives of those early pilgrims, 
colonists, or pioneers | am amazed at their 
ingenuity, resourcefulness, and grit. Their lives 
were so hard! It was interesting to see how they 
built their homes from available materials 
(lumber and thatch). Every house had a dirt floor 
and was dark and crowded. There were lots of 
fences for enclosing their vegetable gardens, 
chickens, pigs and sheep. They really did survive 
on what they could grow, raise, and produce. 


The leaves in New Hampshire and Vermont were 
stunning. | thought that touring to see the fall 
foliage sounded kind of lame, but it truly was 
amazing and a testimony of the beauties of this 
earth. | kept thinking as | saw each new vista, 
"This is the most beautiful place on earth!" and 
then we would stop at another viewing spot and | 
would be absolutely stunned at how gorgeous 
everything was. | think Vermont was my favorite 
place as far as the scenery goes. New Hampshire 
was so thickly forested that | couldn't imagine 
living there but Vermont had gorgeous forests and 
then beautiful little clearings where there would 
be a home and animals pasturing. I'm sure many 
of those properties have been in families for 
generations. How hard it would have been to 
"gather to Zion" with the saints if you were leaving 
such beautiful country! 


| loved learning again about the "shot heard round 
the world" and seeing the video depiction at the 
visitor's center. | have always known that the Lord 
supported the colonists in their war with England 
but seeing these depictions makes it really come 
to life. These states who fought in the 
Revolutionary War take great pride in their part in 
helping win the war. Since they live on the very 
ground where the war was fought, they have a 
keen sense of it. 


It was especially interesting to visit the temple 
sites since one of the men on our tour works for 
the Church’s real estate department and he would 
share with us the challenges the Church faced in 
each situation. When the Church acquired land to 
build the Boston Temple, the neighbors protested 
and made it very difficult for the 

builders. Because the Church tries hard to please 
the residents in the areas in which they build, they 
took special care not to create dust or anything 
that would be an inconvenience for the 
neighborhood where the temple was. They even 
built a sound proof box that housed the 
jackhammer so that the noise wouldn't disturb the 
neighbors. Construction trucks were washed each 
time they left the building site so as not to drop 
any rocks or debris on public streets. When it was 
time for the steeple, the neighbors complained 
that the shadow from the steeple and Angel 
Moroni would cut their view and they tried to block 
the temple from having a steeple. Orrin Hatch, 
who is a good friend of Edward Kennedy made 
him aware of the conflict and Edward Kennedy 
went to bat for the Church and defended our right 
to have a steeple. His comment was, "Every other 
church in Massachusetts has a steeple. Why 
shouldn't the Mormons have theirs?" The steeple 
and statue were allowed. (It was true. EVERY 
church in Massachusetts does have a steeple! 


It would be impossible to recount all the stories 
that were shared regarding the establishment of 
this country and our church. The workbook we 
were given was full of amazing information and 
added so much to our experience. | especially 
enjoyed reading several articles about the Prophet 
Joseph prior to visiting the Sacred Grove and 
Palmyra. It was a sweet experience to enter the 
Grove and have some private time there to 
contemplate the events that resulted from the 
faith of a 14-year-old farm boy. As | sat alone in 
that sacred place, | could hear all the sounds that 
are described in "Oh, How Lovely Was the 
Morning." "Bees were humming, sweet birds 
singing, music ringing through the grove." The 
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thing that wasn't mentioned in the i song that | did 
hear was the leaves falling. It was so quiet that | 
could hear the leaves falling, joining the growing 
carpet on the forest floor. What a wonderful and 
sweet experience! 


The homes, barns, and visitor center at Palmyra 
were well done and effective in helping us to 
visualize the events that occurred there. We also 
enjoyed Peter Whitmer's home, the Johnson Farm, 
and Kirtland. The temple there was smaller than | 
had imagined it to be but there was a sweet 
feeling as we toured and sat in the assembly hall 
and envisioned all that transpired there at the 
dedication and visitation of the Son and others to 
Joseph and Oliver. Of special significance to me 
was to see my ancestor, Joel Hills Jonnson's name 
listed in a log book in the Whitney Mercantile 
Store and also to tour his home on the same 
property where he worked milling lumber. The 
years seemed to melt away as we walked where 
they walked and learned about them. 


Although the Kirtland era is sometimes 
overlooked today by many members of the 
Church, it was holy ground in this dispensation 
and we all bask in the light of revelations because 
of the Pentecostal outpouring in Kirtland! (The 
Savior appeared to Joseph 10 times and the 
Father and Son appeared four times.) 


We enjoyed a drive through Amish country and 
that night had a fun dinner at a restaurant owned 
and operated by the Amish community. It was 
wonderful food and there was a craft store with 
homemade articles for sale. We saw several 
horse and buggies in town and individuals in 

the traditional Amish dress. 


The next day Daddy and two other members of our 
tour group left for home. We spent most of the 
day traveling over much of the trail of Zion's Camp 
and learning about that experience. We also 
spent a couple hours in Hannibal, Missouri, the 
home of the famous Mark Twain. 


Our time in Nauvoo included attending a session 
at the temple. By some twist of fate, | ended up 
being the very last person through the veil and 
when | arrived in the celestial room all 

the family was waiting for me. As you can imagine 
it was a little bit of heaven to gather in a circle and 
express our love and appreciation for the sealing 
power that binds us together. It was an emotional 
time and put me in mind of the wonderful 
reunions that we are sure to enjoy when we leave 
this life and greet loved ones in the next. The 
Nauvoo Temple will always be one of my 


favorites! Before leaving the temple, we took a 
little tour through it and even saw the assembly 
room that is patterned after the one in the 
Kirtland Temple. One of the temple workers told 
us that it is seldom used and said that they were 
told in a coming day it would be prepared to 
perform its functions. 


We attended sacrament meeting in a ward in 
Nauvoo. | was following Charles and Brenda and 
sat by Charles on the bench. Nate and Maureen 
sat by me and for a few minutes | was sitting there 
between my two brothers. It only lasted a couple 
of minutes before we did some shuffling to fit 
everyone on the bench but in those few minutes, | 
felt a surge of gratitude for them and the kind of 
men they have become. | think | felt my dad more 
at that moment than | had at any other time in our 
tour. 


Another special time was when our family walked 
down Parley Street following sacrament services 
in Nauvoo. As we stopped at each sign we 
gathered around and Deniece read them to us. It 
was a sweet experience to recommit ourselves to 
carrying on the legacy of those early saints. 


As our group took photos of the Mississippi our 
tour guide shared a story that has stuck with 

me. He told of a seminary teacher named 

Durfee who took the tour several years ago and 
who discovered at the family history building that 
there were several Durfee families who lived in 
Nauvoo. When it was time to leave, only 

one family "crossed the river". He was from 

that family and he and all his descendants are 
active members of the Church today. Upon doing 
further research he found that none of the 
descendants of those who chose not to cross the 
river and stay with the body of the saints had 
stayed in the church. He then challenged us to 
"Cross the River" (CTR) or follow the prophet so 
that we and our posterity will have the blessings of 
the gospel in our lives. 


Next we visited Carthage, Winter Quarters, and 
Liberty Jail. The visitor's center for the Liberty Jail 
was one of the most poignant experiences for 
me. We saw the floor and stones of the 

original jail. The visitor center surrounds a 
reconstructed jail, complete with four-foot-wide 
walls, cellar, trap door, and tiny windows that 
provided the prisoners with their only light. It 
wasn't hard to imagine the bitter cold of that 
Missouri winter and the hardships they 
endured. It was pointed out to us that it wasn't 
until Joseph had been imprisoned for over three 
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months that the 121-122 Sections of the D&C 
were revealed. | have always loved those sections 
but as | studied them on our bus ride it came 
more forcefully to me the Lord's words regarding 
punishments that would be meted out to those 
who were persecuting the saints and the Prophet 
Joseph. We also viewed the film "Joseph, Prophet 
of the Restoration." | had never seen it before 
and was so touched by the portrayal of the surgery 
Joseph endured to remove the infection from his 
leg. Our whole group was deeply moved by our 
whole Liberty Jail experience. 


Our tour guide told us that President Hinckley 
once commented that people think the visitor 
centers of the Church are there for nonmembers 
to visit. Although there are many thousands who 
visit them each year, he said that the centers are 
mainly for the members and to help them reaffirm 
their testimonies. | thought that was interesting. | 
was amazed at the manpower needed to keep the 
centers functioning and the financial resources it 
must take to maintain them with their beautiful 
buildings and groomed grounds. When we visited 
the Nauvoo sites, several were closed. One 
missionary told us that they are short by about 15 
couples and so they can't keep everything open at 
once. 


Our final day was spent at Far West and Adam- 
ondi-Ahman. Our tour guide told us that the 
brethren have confirmed that Cain slew Abel near 
the Far West Temple site and that the ground was 
made holy by the blood of the earth's first 

martyr. We all loved Adam-ondi-Ahman. It is a 
huge area enclosed in a green lush little 

valley. The information in our workbook was so 
interesting. Boyd K. Packer said that the 
information written about the Savior's visit to that 
area in the latter days by Bruce R. McConkie is as 
correct as anything written on the subject. 


When we went to the Independence, Missouri 
Visitor's Center we also saw the RLDS Temple in 
Independence. Both buildings are on the original 
property that was purchased by Edward Partridge 
for the temple that would be built there. Because 
of persecutions, the temple was never built and 
eventually ended up the property of the 

RLDS. They own about 40 of the original plots 
and we own just enough for our Visitor 

Center. The building is shaped like a giant conch 
shell and has different artifacts and artwork 
promoting their mission: world peace. They claim 
the Book of Mormon but do not declare that 
Joseph saw the Father and the Son, only that he 
had a spiritual experience in the Grove. They no 


longer have a direct descendant of Joseph as their 
president and have started ordaining women to 
the priesthood and even have three women 
apostles. Their president is elected by popular 
vote and they do not have any temple ceremony. 


Immediately following this tour, we walked across 
the street to the LDS Visitor Center and we all felt 
like we had walked from darkness into light. The 
feeling was so different that it was stunning! One 
of the members of our group later said that his 
heart ached for Joseph and Emma and their 
posterity and that he received an impression as 
he left the RLDS Temple that the day will come 
when they will "come home" and join the 

church. 


Well, this account has been way too long but | 
know as time passes so will the sweet feelings 
and wonderful memories | have of this special 
opportunity. | appreciate Daddy's support and 
SaraKay's willingness to go it alone so we could be 
a part of this event. | learned so much and feel a 
renewed commitment to doing all | can to 
strengthen Zion in these latter days. The gospel is 
true and we are so fortunate to have it in our 

lives. Love, Mom 


November 3, 2008 


[Mom] It's raining outside today and it feels like 
winter is in the air. Last week | spent 

time working on the apples that Daddy picked 
from our two trees. It's been a bumper crop year 
and the time to prepare them is short since my 
little apple corer/slicer/peeler will only work when 
the apples are very crisp. | just decided to tackle 
it and get them all done up and by week's end | 
was nearly through. | dried five quarts made 
about 8 pies, and got about 50 quarts of frozen 
apple pie filling. On Tuesday | invited my non- 
member neighbor, Teresa, to come for the 
afternoon and we made pies that | sent home with 
her. She called later to say that she had already 
baked one and how delicious it was and how 
much she appreciated the fun afternoon with 
me. | have tried repeatedly to get her to attend a 
church function but to no avail so | decided to go 
this route. She is a lovely lady and is really 
searching for answers right now to several family 
problems they are grappling with. 


Saturday we saw one of our missionary contacts 
baptized. He is only nine but we felt grateful that 
although his dad is totally inactive, he realized 
that Feliciano wanted and needed to be 

baptized. | was able to do some things that made 
it a special day for him and got lots of pictures 
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that I'm going to get developed so that he has 
some memories of the occasion. My visiting 
teacher partner, Fay Bono, was hosting the Bono's 
for dinner after her daughter's baptism Saturday 
night and asked if | would supply homemade rolls, 
so by Saturday night | was pooped. 


We listened to the CSU game and nearly had heart 
failure several times during the game! When it's a 
shoot-out like that, Daddy and | ask ourselves why 
we even listen. It's so hard on the emotions! | 
couldn't believe they pulled off a win! But it just 
reaffirms my belief that the Lord loves BYU 
football. 


That reminds me of a funny thing our tour guide 
said. Doing as much traveling as we did, we 
stopped at all kinds of rest areas, truck stops, and 
other locations for bathroom breaks. It soon 
became obvious to us all that the cleanest, nicest 
bathrooms were the ones in the LDS Church 
Visitor's Centers. Bob commented, "A person 
could gain a testimony of the truthfulness of the 
gospel just by visiting the restrooms!" Well, | think 
that was a bit of an exaggeration but the Church 
does a great job of maintaining all their 
properties. We never saw a neglected area that 
was owned by the Church! 


SaraKay has been attending missionary 
discussions and fellowshipping a young woman in 
the singles branch that recently got out of 

prison. She takes her to Sunday meetings and 
their Wednesday activities. Yesterday Brittany 
was a little disruptive in sacrament meeting, 
talking louder than was appropriate and making 
comments that were off the wall. SaraKay knew 
that Brittany didn't even realize that she was out 
of line since she is so new to the culture of the 
Church. Part way through the meeting some of the 
other kids were looking around at Brittany and 
SaraKay said she wanted to stand up and say, 
"Okay, everybody, just cut her some slack! She 
has every right to be here and this is all new to her 
and it isn't hurting any of you to show a little 
compassion and patience!" | had to laugh as 
SaraKay related her feelings about the situation, 
but | could identify. | have had similar feelings 
when we have brought investigators to activities 
and they don't always mesh very well with other 
ward members. Some people do wonderfully well 
with making them feel at home, but others don't 
quite know what to do with them. 


Saturday Daddy and | helped take inventory at the 
scout office. Daddy's been working hard to line up 
donations for the annual scout auction next week 


and also at trying to fill some vacancies on his 
district committee. Two of the couples who have 
been great volunteers in scouting for many 

years are taking breaks from it and are leaving on 
missions! This world is full of wonderful people 
who give so much to strengthen America! 


Last weekend Dave and Tim ran a half marathon 
in Boise. They have been training for it for a while 
and both felt exhilarated that they were 

successful in completing it. Tim ran it in just 
under two hours and Dave wasn't far behind. 
SaraKay has been training for one held next 
summer in Rexburg and she has been consistently 
running five miles (although not very fast). She 
has a friend, Amy Gwynn who is also training so 
they can run it together. 


| have heard from nearly everyone regarding the 
Christmas exchange. Seems that the consensus is 
that Daddy and | pick one of our 

investigator families here in the area and each of 
you will be assigned a child to buy a gift for and 
then we will have the bishop deliver it. | am going 
to get a picture of the children sent out and make 
assignments so that the grandchildren can put a 
name and face to the person they are buying 

for. Just spent the amount you usually spend on 
the exchange gift ($20-25) and | will try to get 
some ideas of things the children might enjoy. For 
those of you who live so far away, if you would 
rather just send the money, | can do the shopping 
but it might make it more meaningful for the kids 
if they participate. | hope this isn't a problem for 
any of you. 


[Dad] We started having problems with our 
furnace last week and even had to go a few days 
over the weekend without it. One problem was a 
flame sensor that could be fixed by sanding it off 
with some emery cloth, but the other problem is 
the squirrel cage fan is coming apart, a couple of 
the vanes are coming loose and the repairman 
said this is the first time he has ever seen that 
happen. He hopes we can get the parts in and fix 
it by this weekend--in the meantime, it vibrates 
and makes a lot of noise. 


lam really concerned about the long-range 
consequences of this election. | Know most of you 
are planning on voting and think there is much 
merit to what Jenny and Paul said in their letter 
yesterday. | would recommend going to 
Meridianmagazine.com and reading the article by 
Orson Scott Card about the Constitution--I believe 
he is right on! 
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November 12, 2008 


[Mom] I've spent the day digging, peeling, 
chopping, and blanching carrots. This is my third 
day working on them and finally we have them all 
harvested and safely tucked away! The weather 
has been cold and wet and it has served as the 
motivation for us to winterize our yard and 
garden. Daddy and | raked leaves on Saturday 
and got part of that completed before it got too 
dark to work. | think another session and we'll 
have the bulk of the leaves gathered. SaraKay 
asked me later why we even bother when there 
are still leaves to fall, but if we didn't do an initial 
raking it would be nearly impossible to get them 
cleaned up. 


We spent Tuesday night watching the election 
returns. We were disappointed that McCain lost 
but grateful that AZ, CA, and Florida all had a 
strong conservative response to same-sex 
marriages. | know that the gay response in 
California has been disheartening but | guess we 
shouldn't be surprised that we are meeting with 
opposition. Hopefully it won't erupt into violence. 
Sometimes when | think about the strong 
emotions involved and the potential for problems, 
| get a faint heart. I've always hated conflict but | 
need to toughen up and be bolder about standing 
for truth and righteousness. 


Saturday night and Sunday we had stake 
conference sessions. The talks were optimistic 
and full of hope. The meeting Saturday night 
focused on preparing ourselves and families for 
the storms ahead. Bishop Paul Thompson spoke 
on putting our houses in order financially and 
avoiding debt. He told some beautiful personal 
stories and referred to a couple in his ward who 
had always worked together to avoid unnecessary 
debt. | sat there thinking about how grateful | am 
that we own our home and have very little 
consumer debt. It wasn't always so. | know the 
Lord has helped us get on a surer footing 
financially these last few years and |am so 
grateful for that. | Know that some debt is 
necessary but hopefully each of you are finding 
ways to economize and live within your means. 


Saturday, | helped with the Fine Arts Craft Show 
and Luncheon. It was fun to be at the high school 
and see the different choral, band, and orchestra 
groups. We have wonderful musical programs in 
our school district! SaraKay played in a string trio 
that provided live entertainment during the 
dinner. She commented later that it was too 
painful to be at the school; it just brought up too 


many memories of good times and great 
friends. She is counting down the days until she 
starts at BYU-I. She will register this Monday. 


We are seeing a difference in our heating bill 
since having our home sided. The dining/kitchen 
area used to be drafty but our new siding and 
back door have really helped hold the heat in. It 
has also been nice to have the heavy door in the 
back so that Daddy hasn't had to put up the 
weather plastic. I've loved being able to look out 
and access the back yard. It just seems nice to 
have made the improvements and feel more 
secure against the weather. 


Daddy is in Rexburg and Jackson Hole today and 
has meetings tonight. This weekend is the annual 
scout auction and then Cedar Badge staff 
selection all day Saturday. | am trying to get 
things planned for our upcoming Thanksgiving 
weekend. Life is good and Daddy and | are 
enjoying good health. Last night SaraKay worked 
late, so for FHE Daddy and | visited ward members 
who have been struggling with health 

problems. It's kind of a point of interest that we 
have an epidemic in our high priest quorum. Just 
last week three of them all had knee 
replacements and are in varying stages of 
recovery. We certainly don't want to get "the bug" 
but | think the years ahead will hold plenty of that 
kind of thing for us and our peers. 


[Dad] Yesterday ended up being a long, long 

day. Starting with a trip to the Idaho Falls office to 
deliver some auction items and proceeding on to 
Rexburg for a couple of appointments with 
Joaquin. He invited me to join him for the Kiwanis 
meeting which was held in the Teton Flood 
Museum and included viewing a film of the flood 
and aftermath and some time to walk through the 
museum. It was fascinating and | would 
recommend it to any of you that have a little time 
in Rexburg. It brought back a lot of memories. | 
thought about Staff and Kathy and the loss of 
their business that day-Saturday, June 5, 1976. | 
thought about the cleanup, of shoveling and 
hauling mud and stripping the building to 

rebuild. | constructed the monkey bars in our 
back yard from pipe pulled out of Staff's 

building. If | remember right, the next day we 
were in Sacrament Meeting when we received 
word that we were needed to help with 
sandbagging efforts along the Snake River and we 
cancelled the rest of our meetings and went to 
work. 
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After the museum we drove to Jackson. It was the 
first time Joaquin had been over the pass (which 
ended up being wet with new snow and messy) 
and into Jackson. We showed him through town, 
the Elk Refuge, Dan's home-a little frame three- 
bedroom home with a basement worth about 
$700,000 just because of its location, and other 
general points of interest. We had a meeting with 
some folks regarding Hispanic involvement in 
Venturing and Soccer in Scouting. When we were 
heading out of town it was snowing and the chain 
law was in effect (which meant that we couldn't go 
over the pass to go back to Rexburg via Victor and 
Driggs) so we had to take the long way around via 
Alpine Junction, Palisades, Swan Valley and Idaho 
Falls. Beautiful country, but most of it was missed 
because of the snow and low cloud cover all 

day. | got back to Blackfoot at 9:00 for my 
meeting regarding University of Scouting planning 
for next year. 


Sue mentioned the carrots and our harvesting of 
that crop—for the first time in our lives we have 
canned and frozen carrots and they are going to 
be wonderful to eat this coming year. Also, stake 
conference was wonderful and it was good to 
have a week vacation from my Sunday School 
lesson, though | have been reading and thinking 
and preparing for the next lesson. We have also 
been reading the conference talks together for our 
scripture time each night and have marveled 
anew at the beauty, power and timeliness of those 
messages. Love, DAD 


November 17, 2008 


[Mom] We've had a beautiful weekend with sunny, 
calm days and wind-free nights. On Thursday it 
blew so hard that it totally removed the leaves 
from our windbreak and left our yard looking 
disheveled, but Friday dawned warm and clear 
and we got things spiffed up and ready for the 
winter weather. Yesterday Daddy thoroughly 
cleaned our garage and we made our first batch 
of pecan logs. With Thanksgiving coming so late 
in the month, December is going to be here before 
we know it with all the activities and demands. 


Saturday was a perfect day to listen to BYU 
football and work around the house and yard. | 
always miss the Saturday games once the season 
is over but | think we can get BYU basketball so 
maybe | won't go through withdrawal this year. | 
had a great birthday attending the temple, lunch 
with Dad, getting phone calls and remembrances 
from family and friends. It was a wonderful day 
and being in the temple gave me a while to think 


about my life and the many tender mercies the 
Lord has given me...not the least of which is my 
precious family. 


| was thinking about how each Thanksgiving when 
| was growing up, we would drive to Grandma 
Richards's house in West Jordan and join with the 
Richards for the annual time to rub shoulders with 
my aunts, uncles, and cousins and renew those 
relationships. Although we didn't spend a lot of 
time together during the year, at this annual 
gathering we felt the love and support of family 
and it gave me a strong sense of identity and 
support. Hopefully we are creating that kind of 
opportunity for our own immediate families. 


| received a phone call on Wednesday from Kathy 
wishing me a happy birthday but also informing 
me that Nate had been in the hospital for four 
days. His knee began swelling and became so 
inflamed and painful that he went in. He was 
diagnosed with a strep infection and the doctor 
put him on an antibiotic and told him to come 
back in if he did not get relief. Well, the 
antibiotics weren't effective and Nate went back in 
for some blood work. When the results were back 
Nate was so anemic that the doctor said he was 
fortunate that he hadn't passed out. He was 
admitted to the hospital and for four days they 
gave him transfusions and tried to determine why 
his red blood cell count was so low. When all was 
said and done, he was diagnosed with celiac 
disease! Maurine said that when the doctor told 
them (he didn't know they had about 10 family 
members with celiac already!) he said, "We think 
you have a disease called celiac." Maurine said 
she nearly laughed out loud and then had to 
explain to the doctor that their family was full of 
it. But, now the mystery of where it came from 
was solved! It was the Richards’ side and not the 
Allsop’s that brought it to the marriage. She told 
me to alert my family that it is genetic and will 
probably show up somewhere. | told her that 
James had it and that Mark (on the Larsen side) 
also had it. Be on the alert since it is now 
documented that you get it from both your father 
and your mother’s families. 


| have continued to watch with dismay the 
unfolding drama in California regarding the same- 
sex debate. Thank goodness there are other 
churches who are coming to our defense and 
standing with us in this situation. | think this 
whole episode has shown the true colors of some 
of the gay community. I’ve not heard of problems 
in AZ or FL so I'm wondering what if anything has 
happened in those states. | guess Chet and 
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Becky would know if it has continued to be an 
issue in Arizona. Those of you who are coming for 
Thanksgiving and those participating in sub for 
Santa...keep checking your emails since that is 
where the information will be. 


[Dad] As we have watched the news and the 
drama referred to by Sue regarding same-sex 
marriage and the aftermath of the Proposition 8 
passing in California, my feelings have been 
aroused and | have wanted to lash out in defense 
of our civil rights to express our opinions without 
fear of reprisal. Then more sane thoughts 
prevailed and | remembered this thought from 
Booker T. Washington: "/ will permit no man to 
narrow and degrade my soul by making me hate 
him." We must remember that we are the 
masters of our thoughts, feelings and responses. 
Remember that this is just one battle in the 
ongoing war that began before we came to 
earth. Satan is certainly gnashing his teeth over 
this little setback. 


Sue covered out Saturday activities--it was 
rewarding to get the garage all cleaned and 
organized. There are still some things | would like 
to do but the major organizing is in place and we 
almost have enough room for a third car in the 
garage. We were so pleased when BYU pulled out 
their game with Air Force. 


Friday was the annual auction fundraiser we hold 
in the Pocatello Red Lion. It was quite successful 
and down just a little from last year. Next Friday is 
the one in Idaho Falls. By this time of the fiscal 
year, we really depend on the auctions for the 
cash flow to end the year and a bridge to the next 
Friends of Scouting drive. Scouting is dependent 
on the generosity of so many who give so much in 
time and resources!!! 


November 26, 2008 


[Mom] Last week | made a detailed two-week 
schedule to account for everything that needed to 
be done to be ready for Thanksgiving and I've 
been chipping away at it. | was thinking yesterday 
that | was a little ahead of myself and that maybe 
something would come up that | hadn't accounted 
for and | was being prepared to have the time 
freed up for whatever it was. Yesterday we 
received word that Edna Eldredge had passed 
away and the funeral would be on Tuesday. | am 
so grateful that | can take time for that without 
feeling frantic about my other duties. Edna 
suffered a stroke and died a day later. She was 
about 85 and had begun to have severe problems 
so this is a blessing although it is never easy for a 


family to say good-bye to a dear mother. | was 
telling Daddy this morning that Edna seemed a 
rather common person but to those of us who 
knew her well, she was uncommonly fine and truly 
a saint and worthy of the Lord's choicest 
blessings. (And from her obituary we found out 
that her great-great grandfather was James Willie- 
head of the Willie handcart company.) 


On Friday night we attended an orchestra concert 
at BYU-I with guest soloist Jenny Oaks Baker. It 
was amazing! | had hoped for a few minutes to 
visit with her about her Grandmother Stella who | 
was a counselor to while we were at BYU but she 
was so busy signing autographed CD's and doing 
photo op's that it wasn't possible. SaraKay has 
been so excited to leave for college that | had to 
put her under oath that she would return with us 
that night! She can hardly wait! Fortunately, her 
job at Kesler’s provides some great friendships for 
her and that has helped. 


I’ve been so excited for Thanksgiving that | can 
hardly stand it! | know it is going to be so fun! I've 
been cleaning the house top to bottom and pulling 
out dishes and pots and pans that we'll need. On 
Friday SaraKay didn't have to work until noon and 
| was in the kitchen doing some baking and she 
came in and said, "I'm tired of practicing!" | 
offered her an apron and soon the two of us were 
hard at work making rice crispy treats, banana 
crush, and other things for the upcoming 

holiday. She can't cook without her "tunes" so we 
turned on the Tabernacle Choir's latest release, 
"Called to Serve" and worked to that. It was so 
fun, and part way through the morning she said, 
"Mom, this is what I'm going to miss the most 
when I'm gone." Me, too. When Becky was in 
Korea, she would always call the Tuesday or 
Wednesday before Thanksgiving and ask if we 
were making pies yet or breaking bread for 
dressing. Usually that was exactly what | was 
doing and we both had to shed a tear or two, 
wishing we could turn back the years or magically 
transport her and her family across the miles to 
join us in the kitchen if only for a few sweet 
hours! 


We hope that Stephani, Becky, John and 

their families will have a great holiday, 

too. Stephani and Lin are headed to St. George, 
John and Laurel to Cincinnati, and Becky and Chet 
will have their own dinner but will be hosting a 
wedding open house for Lisa and Don's son, 
Skyler, and his wife that weekend so they are 
going to have plenty of excitement in Arizona, too. 
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I'm going to close and let Daddy finish this off. We 
love you and feel so grateful at this time of year 
for each of you and your loving support. Life is so 
rich and full and satisfying (even though BYU did 
lose miserably to the Utes on Saturday!) and we 
can't help but rejoice in the Lord's many tender 
mercies to us. 


December 5, 2008 


[Mom] | can't believe that it's been a week since 
Thanksgiving! The weeks before the holiday were 
so full of preparations that the time seemed to 
crawl by, but the past week has flown. Speaking 
of flying, Paul and Jenny were the last to leave and 
they left here Monday evening and flew home on 
Tuesday. We haven't heard how they got along 
but usually no news is good news so we're hoping 
that they made it home without 

incident. (Although anyone who has flown with 
small children will have to admit that that is highly 
unlikely.) 


We loved having the group here. Wednesday 
evening Shauntel, Tim, Mike, and Dave (and 
families) arrived and we completed 

our preparations for Thanksgiving 

dinner. Although we had not planned to play ball 
Thursday morning since Steve and Paul weren't 
arriving until midmorning, the Jenks’s called and 
invited us to a game so Tim, Mike, SaraKay and 
Dave spent a couple hours doing that. Part way 
through the morning Mark and Jessica dropped in 
and it was fun for us to visit. We had dinner about 
12:30 and thanks to everyone's contributions, it 
was delicious. That afternoon the weather was so 
pleasant that the bunch went out to play "Capture 
the Flag" and later we had our family variety 
show. Acts included piano and instrumental 
numbers, vocal solos, dancing, sign language, 
whistling demonstrations, and ended with the 
group singing Christmas carols. What fun! 


When we tell people that Daddy and | left home 
and spent Thanksgiving night at the Super 8, it 
tends to create a picture of wall-to-wall people but 
the truth of it is that we had intended for Shauntel 
and Randy to use the motel so that he could hook 
up to high-speed internet since he was on call, but 
ultimately he decided he couldn't come. We felt 
that it would be too hard for Shaunnie to take her 
two little ones in there alone and so we traded 
with her and we took the room. 


Although it was crowded and chaotic here at 
home, it was so fun! With all the toys, TV, movies, 
Wii, and other distractions downstairs, most of the 


grandkids played together for hours and we had a 
wonderful time visiting upstairs with the adults. 


On Friday we played volleyball at the stake 
center. We are getting enough older 
grandchildren that it's fun to include them in on 
the tradition. Later we celebrated Shauntel's 
birthday with cake and ice cream before she and 
Steve and kids left for home. (Bonnie had been 
unable to make the trip since she is recovering 
from her surgery.) Saturday morning we had a 
work detail and the kids helped us clean up the 
dead branches from the wind break and Grandpa 
started a huge bonfire. The kids were real 
troopers and by noon had cleaned up most of 
what we needed done. That afternoon Mike and 
Tim left for home and Daddy and | made a quick 
trip to attend Wright Hanks's 90th birthday party 
and an open house for Laverda and Dwight 
Bingham. That night we sang in the community 
non-denominational Christmas concert. Paul and 
Jenny and their four came along and although the 
kids didn't last the entire program, they enjoyed 
playing in the foyer until we were through. 


It was a treat for us to take them with us to our 
Sunday meetings. | had agreed to substitute the 
age group that Beth is in and we had Ben come 
into the class, too, so it was really fun for me to 
interact with them in that way. During opening 
exercises Beth was selected to tell three things 
that she was thankful for. Without hesitation she 
said, "That my family gets to go on vacation, that 
my dad reads to me, and that my dad put siding 
on our house." | think that siding project 
continues to be an amazing feat not only for those 
of us who watched it from afar (or those who 
contributed labor) but for all Paul and Jenny's 
children who were very much aware that it was a 
truly monumental achievement! 


On Monday we put our Christmas tree up and the 
kids helped decorate the house for 

Christmas. Although Ben got a little tired by the 
time we got the lights on the tree, Beth stayed 
with us to the bitter end and was a big help. We 
thoroughly enjoyed meeting little Daniel. He is 
such a good-natured baby and as cute as can 

be. It was nice that Paul and Jenny were here 
long enough that we had ample time to get 
acquainted and cuddle with him. 


[Dad] | would have to echo the satisfying feelings 
of being together for Thanksgiving. Thursday 
morning after playing basketball with the Jenks 
family, Tim and David ran three miles. | followed 
along with my bike and have the greatest respect 
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for their conditioning that they were able to do 
that. They certainly earned my respect when they 
ran a half marathon a few weeks ago and that 
was reinforced by their athleticism over 
Thanksgiving. 


One of the most amazing things to me was how 
peaceful and sweet it was to be together and even 
with 35 of us here how little friction or contention 
there was, even between the little ones. We are 
certainly looking forward to the family 

reunion next summer and know it is going to be 
such a rewarding and fun time together. Last 
time we retired a flag and it proved to be a very 
poignant way to start a spiritual time of sharing 
and bearing testimony. 


One of the projects | have been working on has 
been to organize a coed Venturing Crew with the 
Blackfoot High School's Future Hispanic Leaders 
of America Club. After several presentations, Cruz 
Brothers Construction consented to sponsor the 
crew. Everything was finally wrapped up today 
with 26 youth applications, 5 adult applications 
and the rest of the required paperwork and a 
check from Cruz Brothers. What a satisfying effort 
that hopefully will result in teaching them some 
leadership skills, promoting a service ethic into 
their activity planning, and giving them some 
resources and values that may positively impact 
their lives. 


December 15, 2008 


[Mom] Well, the ward Christmas party is over and | 
can breathe again! We had a super party, 
complete with tavern ham, a DVD of ward 
activities for 2008, Primary children singing, 
Santa and his elf, and 250 members, non- 
members, less actives and anyone else that was 
in the mood for good food. We set up 220 chairs 
and eventually had to move people off some 
tables and reset it for late-comers. What a fun 
night! We felt so satisfied to have it turn out so 
well, and especially to see all the fellowshipping 
that was going on between friends and neighbors. 
By the way, our neighbor Craig Trejo is receiving 
the missionary lessons and is hoping to be 
baptized soon. 


We had a small response to chat on Sunday. | 
know that several of you had other festivities you 
were involved in. Stephani told me earlier in the 
week that she hoped that everyone would get on 
so that she could thank you for your very generous 
contributions to the little Latino family that we are 
buying for. She said that all the gifts were present 
(no pun intended) and accounted for and that they 


would be delivering them on the evening of the 
22nd. So in Steph's stead, let me say thank you 
for all your efforts in this "sub for Santa" project. 


We also appreciated those who fasted for Mark, 
Rita and Jessica on fast Sunday. | know that 
fasting and prayer can work miracles and bring 
strength and comfort, too. Our prayers continue 
with the Larsens of Thornton. 


| visited with Bonnie and she is recovering nicely 
from her surgery although sitting is still not an 
option so she is limited in what she can and can't 
do. Steve mentioned on chat that they are hoping 
that this procedure will be a "silver bullet" and that 
Bonnie will get some relief from the chronic pain 
she has dealt with the last few years. The doctor 
said that it would be about a year before the 
complete results will be known. 


This week is our stake choir concert, home 
teaching, the annual scout office dinner and party, 
the singles branch trip to SLC for an fun day of 
shopping, tour of Temple Square, eating out, and 
a Jazz game. December is always a flurry of 
activities! Hopefully each of you are enjoying the 
season and finding time reflections on the gift of 
our Savior. 


Today when Daddy arrived home for lunch he 
brought in the mail and there was a large manilla 
envelope from my sister, Kathy. | couldn't imagine 
what it was and was overwhelmed when | opened 
it and it was a large picture book of our October 
tour. Kathy and Deniece have been meeting each 
Monday since we came home from the tour and 
put together a page-by-page account of our 

trip. They included just a little dialogue but many 
wonderful pictures of me and my siblings and our 
spouses enjoying the special American heritage 
and Church history sites. It is such a wonderful 
memento of our once-in-a-lifetime 

family trip! Daddy and | sat together and laughed 
and cried as we relived our tour in the pages of 
this wonderful book! 


It hit me last week that Christmas was only two 
weeks away and that | had done nothing to be 
ready except make one batch of pecan logs. But 
we were able this past week to get around and do 
our home teaching, my visiting teaching, finish up 
the ward party, make several more batches of 
pecan logs, do some shopping and get everyone's 
gifts on their way. Daddy was such a great help to 
me yesterday! | couldn't have done it without 
him! 
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| think | will end with some humor. The Monday 
that Paul and Jenny were here we decided to let 
the grandkids help us decorate our tree. It was 
wonderful to have more than me setting up the 
artificial tree that usually takes me alone several 
hours to piece together. Following this we got out 
the tree lights and began testing them to make 
sure they still worked. We knew that when we put 
them away last December that they were all 
working but we wanted to be sure before stringing 
them on the tree. Between Paul and SaraKay, 
they began working with the four strings of 

lights. It soon became evident that we had some 
problems. Paul sat on the floor with some 
replacement bulbs and worked and worked to try 
to figure out just what was going on. SaraKay and 
he tested each socket and one time the string 
would work and then it wouldn't. Finally they 
figured it out, and we strung the lights so the kids 
could help with putting up the decorations. It 
looked so pretty. 


On Tuesday when | turned on the lights, only one 
string of the four went on. Daddy was so busy 
with his job that we didn't dare complain, but each 
time SaraKay and | would walk through the living 
room and see the darkened tree, the magic of 
Christmas seemed to be missing. Finally we got up 
the courage to suggest to Dad that we didn't think 
we could get through the season without tree 
lights. (This is after Daddy had meticulously put 
up our outside lights on the garage, house front, 
railing and bush.) | told Steve that | would totally 
undecorate the tree if he would just help us get 
the lights going. Saturday morning he started the 
task. We dismantled the tree and he took off the 
four strands and sat in the dining area with a 
sensor, replacement bulbs, and all the tools to get 
the job done. Three hours later he was still 
working on it and finally had everything lit up! We 
joyously restrung the tree but didn't have time to 
redecorate because of other commitments and so 
it was nearly ten last night when we got back to 
the task. We hadn't had scripture time yet so 
Daddy read to me while | finished putting the 
bulbs and ornaments back. After family prayer 
Daddy climbed into bed and | kissed him and told 
him that | would be in soon. 


| went back out and thought that | would just sit in 
the living room in the warm glow of the Christmas 
tree and soak in the spirit of the season (and give 
thanks for a long-suffering husband!) Anyway, 
when | turned off the living room light so just the 
tree lights were shining, | realized that the whole 
top 1/2 of the tree was dark! Those stupid lights 


had gone out again! | didn't know whether to 
mention it again or just let Daddy rest in 

peace. Since he was still awake when | went in to 
the bedroom, | very softly mentioned that the tree 
lights had gone off again but that we were not 
going to do anything else with them and that we 
were all going to accept it and live with it. 


Well, before | knew what was happening, Daddy 
had gotten out of bed and gone in to the living 
room and approached the tree. | wouldn't have 
blamed him if he had picked the whole thing up 
and thrown it out the front door into the growing 
snow drifts but he very patiently took the plug 
connecting string number one to strings number 
2, 3, and 4 and wiggled it, and wa-la, the magic of 
Christmas returned! 


Maybe we can say that we have had our own 
Christmas miracle this year! | better close and get 
Daddy to add to this. Hopefully all of you are 
having a wonderful holiday season (and your lights 
are brightly glowing)! 


[Dad] The Stake Christmas Choir festival last night 
was wonderful. This tradition was started when 
Sue was Stake Music Chairman and has grown 
each year since. It was wonderful to see the 
growth in the various ward choirs. Two even had 
the audacity to sing their first number 

acapella. Our choir was one of the smallest, but 
sounded the best to my ear in the center of the 
male section. We always enjoy kicking off the 
Season with this musical treat. We are so blessed 
to have so many dear friends in this community. 


Friday night was the annual BSA company 
Christmas party. It has been held at the Shilling 
House reception center the past several years and 
is always a fun night out. 


One of the things | forgot to include last week was 
the day | was able to spend in the Rexburg Temple 
with Joaquin Blanco. His father was murdered in 
Venezuela earlier this year and he was in need of 
needed some help to do all the temple work. | 
witnessed him baptizing his baseball coach. 
(Joaquin came to Ricks College to play baseball 
12 years ago and was kind of adopted by Coach 
Schlegelmilch and his family) as proxy for his 
father. We then confirmed him font side. Joaquin 
was then ordained and received the initiatory 
ordinance for his father. After that we went 
through a session and then gathered in one of the 
sealing rooms upstairs. Joaquin's dad was sealed 
to his parents, his parents were sealed and they 
were sealed to their parents who were sealed to 
each other. It was all done in Spanish and was a 
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very moving experience. It was the first time | had 
been back to the Rexburg Temple since the open 
house a year ago. It is truly beautiful!! There were 
several of us who had the distinct impression that 
the Savior had walked those halls from the 
Celestial Room to the sealing rooms. It was such 
a powerful confirmation to me of the power of the 
priesthood and the reality of the saving 
ordinances that are performed under its direction 
and authority. Brother Gutierrez, who performed 
the sealings, paused during the process and bore 
his testimony of how real this all was. What a 
beautiful experience and | was so thankful that 
Joaquin invited me to share it with him. 


Just a quick quote to end with:"/f you view all the 
things that happen to you, both good and bad, as 
opportunities, then you operate out of a higher 
level of consciousness."- Les Brown Hopefully we 
can each operate at that higher level and 
recognize the opportunities in everything that 
comes our way. 


December 22, 2008 


[Mom] We've had a wonderful Sunday complete 
with participating with our ward choir in a musical 
sacrament meeting. When | talked with Laurel 
tonight, she said that John had sung with a 
quartet on their program and | got to wondering 
how many of you participated with your ward 
choirs or in special numbers today. | love the 
music of Christmas. It fills me with such gratitude 
for the Savior. 


Our weather has been cold and blustery and we've 
had snow off and on for several days 

now. Hopefully the weather will cooperate for 
those of us who are going to be traveling over the 
holiday. We are planning to leave Christmas 
afternoon and try to get as far as St. George by 
night. Then we will continue on to Phoenix the 
next day. We will be having Steph and Lin 

and family, Mike and Marci and girls, and Tim all 
arriving here on Tuesday. Stephani and family will 
return for their own Christmas Eve but Mike and 
Marci and Tim will be staying with us and sharing 
Christmas morning. It's fun for us to have some 
little ones around to open gifts and make it 
exciting again. I'm sure that this year Amber will 
know more of what is going on and be anticipating 
it. Last year we were all so excited to see her open 
her gifts and she would open one and then want 
to stop and play with it instead of opening the 
others. Mike and Marci did some prodding to 
keep her opening things and then Mike put 
together a trike/toy combination for her with all of 


us giving advice and reading directions. We had 
stayed up so late the night before that Santa 
hadn't quite gotten things ready but Amber didn't 
seem bothered by that at all. We look forward to 
everyone's visit. 


| just came into the computer room to finish 

this letter and realized that the wind has whipped 
the snow so badly that my front windows are 
totally covered. Daddy drove SaraKay to work 
since the wind and snow have drifted our road in 
and we weren't sure how she would get 

along. Daddy is supposed to be on vacation but 
finishing up the rechartering has consumed him 
this past week and he still has several wards that 
he is trying to get the information from. He was 
meeting with one of the COR's at the scout 

office at one so it worked well for him to drop 
SaraKay off for her shift that started at one and 
runs to 10:00 tonight. She will put in her last day 
at Kesler's on Wednesday. 


Last night she and several of the kids she works 
with had a get-together here after attending the 
live nativity at Jensen's Grove. When the group got 
here SaraKay commented that it was such a cold, 
miserable evening and all the people portraying 
the Christmas nativity had to be so dressed up to 
keep warm that it was hard to tell who they were. 
She said that Mary was so wrapped in a heavy 
coat that they weren't even sure it was her. | 
asked her if she looked like the circus fat 

lady. (Inside joke) Anyway, after the horse and 
wagon ride through Jensen's Grove they came 
here to play games. She will miss her 

coworkers. They have really helped her to gain 
some confidence and get out of her little circle of 
high school associates. 


| was just talking to Stephani and telling her about 
the huge drifts we have in our backyard and | 
noticed that the whole side of my favorite pine 
tree had collapsed under the weight of the snow 
we've received today. After hanging up the phone 
| dressed warmly and took my broom out to knock 
the snow off the branches so it wouldn't rip the 
limbs off like it did a couple of years ago. | was 
too late! One huge branch had already ripped off 
and was laying on the ground! | did my best to 
knock the snow off the rest of the tree but | don't 
know if we'll be able to save it. The last time this 
happened we grafted the branch back on and it 
was nearly as good as new but this branch is 
much bigger and heavier and will have to wait 
until spring. 
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Let me wish all of you a very Merry Christmas. | 
talked to several of you who are away and it 
sounds like you have plans for a nice holiday 
week. We feel of your love and support and want 
you to know that you are in our prayers each and 
every day. We know that everyone has their share 
of challenges and we reaffirm our faith in the 
power of prayer and the Lord's ability to help us 
find answers and strength to work through the 
situations that perplex us. | have always found 
strength and comfort in the temple, especially in 
the promises that concern our posterity. The Lord 
is aware of us and stands ready to help as we 
draw near to Him, exercise our faith, and "wait 
upon the Lord" as we move forward doing all that 
is within our power. We love each of you so 
much. Love, Mom 


[Dad] After all the calling and hounding, | still have 
6 and 1/2 wards left to get their charters in. | 
don't know why people can't just do their duty ina 
timely way. Two of the last ones | have done just 
received their charters last week from a high 
council member who had sat on them since 
September. 


This morning when | looked out and saw that we 
had received a foot of snow, | went to work on the 
snow blower and got it running and quickly 
disposed of the driveway out to the shrubs. Then | 
came in and had breakfast before going back out 
to finish the driveway out to the road. When | 
drove into the parking lot at the Scout Office, it 
had not been plowed and | almost got stuck 
there. 


Our Sunday program was really satisfying. We 
have a small choir but | think we have a lot of 
excellent musical voices. Having SaraKay and 
Brittany Fife really helped our soprano 

section. Debbie Ellis is our accompanist and she 
got violently ill as she was getting ready to go to 
Church, and Sue Fife Johnson substituted very 
well so we hardly missed a beat. 


| certainly want to echo Sue's wishes for a very 
Merry Christmas. We love each of you and pray 
for you daily. "The trouble with so many of us is 
that we underestimate the power of simplicity. We 


have a tendency it seems to overcomplicate our 
lives and forget what's important and what's not. 
We tend to mistake movement for achievement. 
We tend to focus on activities instead of results. 
And as the pace of life continues to race along in 
the outside world, we forget that we have the 
power to control our lives regardless of what's 
going on outside." - Robert Stuberg 


